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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Schools: Antisemitism 
Michael Fabricant (Conservative) [97437] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, 
with reference to the article in the Jewish Chronicle article entitled Children chant 
massacre-Jews song at North London school, published 24 November, if she will make an 
assessment of the implications for her Department’s policies of the events reported in that 
article. 

Nick Gibb: All registered independent schools must, as a condition of registration, 
meet the Independent School Standards (ISS). The ISS include, among other 
things, an obligation to provide teaching that does not undermine the fundamental 
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect 
and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs, and provide personal, social, 
health and economic education which encourages respect for other people, paying 
particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010. 
The Government takes allegations seriously and, where appropriate, will investigate 
further. The school in question was inspected in October 2022. The Department 
awaits the publication of the final report of that inspection, confirming whether those 
standards were met. The Department will consider this report carefully before 
deciding what regulatory steps are appropriate, in line with the published policy. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/97437 
 

The article referred to above can be read at 
https://www.thejc.com/news/news/children-chant-massacre-jews-song-at-north-london-
school-3PhICML3MzCLam4xjXz3vr  
 

The following three questions all received the same answer 
Food: Northern Ireland 

Anneliese Dodds (Labour Co-op) [101051] To ask the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, if he will take steps, with Cabinet colleagues, to help increase the availability of 
foods that meet religious needs, including Kosher food, in Northern Ireland. 
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/97437
https://www.thejc.com/news/news/children-chant-massacre-jews-song-at-north-london-school-3PhICML3MzCLam4xjXz3vr
https://www.thejc.com/news/news/children-chant-massacre-jews-song-at-north-london-school-3PhICML3MzCLam4xjXz3vr
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Anneliese Dodds (Labour Co-op) [101052] To ask the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, if he will make an assessment of the (a) cost and (b) availability of foods that meet 
religious needs, including Kosher food, in Northern Ireland. 
Anneliese Dodds (Labour Co-op) [101053] To ask the Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, whether his Department (a) has had and (b) plans to have discussions with the 
Government Equalities Office on the provision of foods that meet religious needs, including 
Kosher food, in Northern Ireland. 

Chris Heaton-Harris: The implementation of the Northern Ireland Protocol is 
currently presenting very significant challenges for people and businesses in 
Northern Ireland. These include trade disruption and diversion, significant costs and 
bureaucracy for traders and areas where people in Northern Ireland have not been 
able to benefit fully from the same advantages as those in the rest of the United 
Kingdom. 
The Northern Ireland Protocol has impacted on the supply of Kosher and other 
products for religious observance to Northern Ireland, as traditional suppliers in 
Great Britain have not been willing to engage with the bureaucratic processes 
required under the Northern Ireland Protocol. 
It’s our preference to resolve the issues with the Northern Ireland Protocol through 
talks and the Government is engaging in constructive dialogue with the EU to find 
solutions to these problems. However, we are proceeding with legislation, which 
aims to fix the practical problems the Northern Ireland Protocol has created. 
One of the key things this proposed legislation would do is to create a “green 
channel” for goods moving and staying within the UK - so the movement of kosher 
and other religious products would not be subject to the complex rules with which 
suppliers are currently having to deal. 
In the meantime, UK Government Ministers have engaged extensively with the 
Jewish community in Northern Ireland to understand the challenges they face and 
officials have been working closely with the community to enable them to access 
the products they require. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-01/101051  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-01/101052 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-01/101053  
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Sikhs 

Preet Kaur Gill (Labour Co-op) [98820] To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, with 
reference to the data by the Office for National Statistics entitled Religion, England and 
Wales: Census 2021, published on 29 November 2022, what steps his Department has 
taken to estimate the number of people who identify as Sikh by (a) ethnicity and (b) religion. 
Preet Kaur Gill (Labour Co-op) [98821] To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, with 
reference to the data by the Office for National Statistics entitled Religion, England and 
Wales: Census 2021, published on 29 November 2022, if he will make an assessment of 
the accuracy of the estimate of the number of people who are of Sikh ethnicity, in the 
context of there not being an option to choose Sikh ethnicity on the 2021 census form. 

Jeremy Quin: The information requested falls under the remit of the UK Statistics 
Authority. … 
The Census 2021 publication on religion to which you refer provides an estimate of 
the number of people who identified as Sikh in response to the voluntary question 
on religion1. On the same day we also published our topic summary and data on 
ethnic group, which includes estimates of those identifying as Sikh through the 
ethnic group question2.  Further  analysis  of  both  datasets  is  scheduled for 2023,  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-01/101051
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-01/101052
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-01/101053
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when we will also be releasing multivariate data that will allow responses to different 
questions to be examined together. 
In 2021, the number of people in England and Wales who identified as “Sikh” 
through the religion question was 524,140 (0.9%). This is an increase from 2011 
where 423,345 (0.8%) people identified as “Sikh”. As in 2011, “Sikh” was one of the 
8 tick-box response options on the religion question for Census 2021. 
People were also able to self-identify as “Sikh” in the ethnic group question through 
any of the write-in response options under high-level ethnic group categories. The 
data published on 29 November included figures for those who wrote in “Sikh” 
under the “Any other ethnic group, write in” and “Any other Asian background, write 
in” response options.  
Our Ethnic Group (detailed) dataset shows that 76,535 people (0.1%) identified as 
“Sikh” through the “Any other ethnic group, write in” response option, and 22,814 
people (0.04%) identified as “Sikh through the “Any other Asian background, write 
in” response option. 
There were very few people who identified as Sikh in any of the remaining three 
write-in response options; the counts were too small to disaggregate from other 
ethnic groups due to confidentiality constraints. 
In advance of Census 2021, we undertook a programme of research, stakeholder 
engagement and a public consultation3, which demonstrated a user need for those 
identifying as “Sikh” under the different high-level ethnic group categories to be 
published where possible, in order to provide more timely initial data on this 
population4.  
As set out in our How we assured the quality of Census 2021 estimates publication, 
we undertook an extensive quality assurance programme to ensure our Census 
2021 statistics were of high quality and could be trusted by our users5. 
Our estimate for the number of people who identified as “Sikh” through all of the 
five high-level ethnic groups will be published as part of the ‘small population’ 
groups release, in phase 3 of our Census 2021 data releases. Further details are 
available on our Release plans webpage6. This release will be equivalent to the 
2011 census ‘small population’ tables (published in December 2015)7, which 
showed 83,362 people identified as “Sikh” through one of the five high-level ethnic 
groups in the 2011 census. 
We will also carry out bespoke analysis of Sikh populations, as set out in the 2018 
white paper, Help Shape Our Future: The 2021 Census of Population and Housing 
in England and Wales8, and our publication national identity, ethnic group, language 
and religion question development for Census 2021.9 This will provide estimates 
into the number of people who identified as “Sikh” on the religion question alone, 
identified with “Sikh” as part of their ethnic group alone, and identified with both in 
combination. 
As set out on our ethnic group, national identity, language and religion analysis 
plans webpage10, this will include insights on characteristics such as employment, 
health and language for the population that identified in these ways. 

 

1 https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religione
nglandandwales/census2021  

 

2 https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/bulletins/ethnicg
roupenglandandwales/census2021  
and the accompanying dataset 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/TS022/editions/2021/versions/1  
 

3 https://census.gov.uk/about-the-census/census-2021-outputs-consultation  
 

4 https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/TS022/editions/2021/versions/1  
 

5 https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestim
ates/methodologies/howweassuredthequalityofcensus2021estimates  

 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/bulletins/ethnicgroupenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/bulletins/ethnicgroupenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/TS022/editions/2021/versions/1
https://census.gov.uk/about-the-census/census-2021-outputs-consultation
https://www.ons.gov.uk/datasets/TS022/editions/2021/versions/1
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/methodologies/howweassuredthequalityofcensus2021estimates
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/methodologies/howweassuredthequalityofcensus2021estimates
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6 https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/aboutcensus/releaseplans 
 

7 https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20160202161652/https:/www.nomisweb.co.uk/
census/2011/small_population  

 

8 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-2021-census-of-population-and-housing-in-
england-and-wales  

 

9 https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/censustransformationprogramme/questiondevelopment/nationali
dentityethnicgrouplanguageandreligionquestiondevelopmentforcensus2021 
See Annex 1: Census commitments made on the topics of national identity, ethnic group, religion 
and language   

 

10 https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/aboutcensus/censusproducts/analysis/ethnicgroupnationalitylan
guageandreligionanalysisplans  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-29/98820 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-29/98821 
 

The ONS data referred to in the above questions can be read at 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/r
eligionenglandandwales/census2021  
 

Radicalism 
Ruth Jones (Labour) [98781] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what recent steps she has taken to help tackle far-right extremism. 

Tom Tugendhat: The overarching aim of the UK’s comprehensive counter 
terrorism strategy, CONTEST, is to reduce the risk to the UK and its citizens and 
interests overseas from terrorism, so that our people can go about their lives freely 
and with confidence. 
CONTEST is threat agnostic, and government’s powers and capabilities are both 
applicable and effective in tackling various ideologies, including Extreme Right-
Wing Terrorism (ERWT). 
Since March 2017, the police have disrupted twelve ERWT plots, and the 
government has now proscribed 5 ERWT groups as well as groups aliases. In 2021 
we reviewed our approach to ERWT which confirmed our threat agnostic approach 
was proportionate and effective in dealing with the various threats we face. 
Most recently government has; 

• Established the world-leading Counter-Terrorism Operations Centre to pull 
together expertise and resource across police, intelligence agencies and the 
criminal justice system. This will enable us to better identify and tackle 
emerging threats from terrorism, hostile state activity and serious organised 
crime. 

• Announced the Protect Duty (to be introduced by primary legislation) which 
will assist in reducing potential vulnerabilities and strengthening our 
protection against terrorist attacks by seeking the consideration and 
implementation of appropriate and proportionate security measures at 
certain locations. 

• Introduced the Online Safety Bill to Parliament - a truly world-leading and 
much-needed law which will make the UK the safest place to be online –
which will require tech companies to remove and limit the spread of terrorist 
content. The Bill will be continuing its passage through Parliament shortly. 

• Announced the refresh of the CONTEST strategy, which is being updated to 
protect the public from new and emerging threats to our way of life. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-29/98781 
 

 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/aboutcensus/releaseplans
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20160202161652/https:/www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/small_population
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ukgwa/20160202161652/https:/www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2011/small_population
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-2021-census-of-population-and-housing-in-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-2021-census-of-population-and-housing-in-england-and-wales
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/censustransformationprogramme/questiondevelopment/nationalidentityethnicgrouplanguageandreligionquestiondevelopmentforcensus2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/censustransformationprogramme/questiondevelopment/nationalidentityethnicgrouplanguageandreligionquestiondevelopmentforcensus2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/aboutcensus/censusproducts/analysis/ethnicgroupnationalitylanguageandreligionanalysisplans
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/aboutcensus/censusproducts/analysis/ethnicgroupnationalitylanguageandreligionanalysisplans
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-29/98820
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-29/98821
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-29/98781
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Radicalism: Social Media 
David Linden (SNP) [99954] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, with 
reference to the research paper entitled Super- (and hyper-) posters on extremist forums, 
published in the Journal of Policing, Intelligence and Counter Terrorism on 30 July 2022, 
what assessment she has made of the implications for her Department's policies of that 
paper's findings; and if she will make a statement. 

Tom Tugendhat: The Government draws on a broad range of analysis and 
evidence to understand the scale and nature of the online terrorism threat and 
inform our approach to tackling terrorist and extremist exploitation of the internet. 
The authors of the report have presented their research to Home Office officials. 
The findings will help us further increase our understanding of the role of extremist 
networks in creating permissive and radicalising online environments. Tackling 
terrorist ideologies and radicalising influences is a core component of HMG’s 
Prevent strategy. 
We are committed to working with domestic and international partners, civil society 
organisations, tech companies, the Global Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism and 
others to review the operation of algorithms and other online features that may drive 
users towards terrorist and violent extremist content. 
We do not believe a Written Ministerial or Oral statement is necessary at this time. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-30/99954  
 

The research paper referred to above can be read at 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/18335330.2022.2103386  
 
 

HM Prison and Probation Service, Nottingham Trent University, 
and Bournemouth University 

Study shows radicalisation is now more likely to take place online – but internet 
plots are more likely to fail 
Research which analysed the offending pathways of 437 individuals convicted under the 
UK Terrorism Act and related offences in England and Wales has found that radicalisation 
is now more likely to take place online rather than in person – but is also more likely to 
result in a conviction for non-violent extremist offences. Significantly, plots devised via the 
internet were least likely to have progressed beyond the planning stage and most likely to 
have been foiled. 
An analysis of specialist reports from 2010 to the end of 2021 revealed that the biggest 
increase in online radicalisation over time was among convicted women and those aged 
above 25. The internet was also increasingly prominent among Islamist extremists, those 
affiliated with the extreme right wing and other political groups. … In recent years, 
radicalisation predominantly by online means has started to outnumber not only in-person 
radicalisation, but also mixed forms of online and offline interactions, a mode of 
radicalisation previously thought to be the norm. … 
Professional risk assessments put those who primarily radicalised online at the lowest 
levels. Specifically, they showed the least engagement with an ideological cause or 
supportive group, the lowest level of intent for committing further offences and the lowest 
levels of capability for doing so. 
They were also most likely to have committed a solely online, non-violent offence. Further, 
they were unlikely to be socially connected in the context of the offence, in line with their 
overall lower levels of engagement with an extremist group or cause. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2022/12/study-shows-radicalisation-
is-now-more-likely-to-take-place-online-but-internet-plots-are-more-likely-to-fail  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-30/99954
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/18335330.2022.2103386
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2022/12/study-shows-radicalisation-is-now-more-likely-to-take-place-online-but-internet-plots-are-more-likely-to-fail
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2022/12/study-shows-radicalisation-is-now-more-likely-to-take-place-online-but-internet-plots-are-more-likely-to-fail
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The Internet and radicalisation pathways: technological advances, relevance of 
mental health and role of attackers 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/1121985/internet-radicalisation-report.pdf 
 
 

Senedd Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Curriculum 
Andrew Davies (Conservative) [WQ86813] What steps has the Welsh Government taken 
to ensure that the new curriculum is implemented to the same degree in faith schools as 
it is in other schools? 

The Minister for Education and the Welsh Language: The Curriculum for Wales 
guidance framework gives every school in Wales the opportunity to design their 
own curriculum. It encourages schools to build their own vision for their learners 
within the context of the four purposes and the learning defined at a national level. 
It provides the space for practitioners to be creative and to develop meaningful 
learning through a range of experiences and contexts that meet the needs of their 
learners, and the nature of their school or setting. It is also clear on the requirements 
placed on schools. 
The Curriculum for Wales was co-constructed through active and direct 
engagement of representatives from the full range of schools and settings across 
Wales. Those pioneers were drawn from rural and urban settings; English-medium 
and Welsh-medium; primary, secondary and special schools, a range of school 
sizes, and schools with a religious character. The Curriculum for Wales is, 
therefore, designed to be relevant to all learners aged 3 to 16 in Wales irrespective 
of where they access their learning. The co-construction process and the inclusive 
nature of the new curriculum has supported greater ownership from schools across 
Wales. 
In addition to broad practitioner engagement, an advisory group was formed in 2019 
to draft the Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE) section of Curriculum for Wales 
guidance. That comprised religious education experts, practitioners, academics, 
and representatives from the Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 
(SACRE) and the National Advisory Panel for Religious Education (NAPFRE). 
Expanded co-constructed RVE statutory guidance was issued as part of the 
Curriculum for Wales Framework. It provides schools with guidance on the 
relationship between religion, values and ethics, the Agreed Syllabus, and the 
areas of learning and experience and also how the statements of what matters 
included in the Humanities Area can be achieved in relation to RVE. 
Funding was made available to the Catholic Education Service and Church in Wales 
to prepare their own supporting curriculum documentation for Catholic and Church 
in Wales schools, linking denominational religious education and the Curriculum for 
Wales. This is helping ensure that these schools have a full and clear 
understanding of how learning and teaching through the Curriculum for Wales can 
reflect the needs of their learners and the communities they serve. All maintained 
schools and Pupil Referral Units are supported by the school improvement services 
including on curriculum implementation and professional learning to support this.  
More generally, it is worth emphasising that the requirements and expectations 
regarding the development of a broad and challenging curriculum and the drive for 
increased standards and learner attainment rest equally across maintained schools 
in Wales. Schools are also publicly held to account through Estyn inspections, 
which provide objective, independent, and impartial information about schools’ 
performance  and  effectiveness.  Estyn  inspect  schools with a  religious character  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1121985/internet-radicalisation-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1121985/internet-radicalisation-report.pdf
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under the same inspection framework as other maintained schools. Estyn does not, 
however, inspect denominational religious education or the religious content of 
collective worship when it is a school with a religious character. Instead, the 
governing body is required by law to arrange for denominational religious education 
and collective worship to be inspected separately. 
In their summary report in September, Estyn noted that schools and settings 
recognised the importance of implementing the Curriculum for Wales effectively; 
and they also continued to recognise and value the freedoms it offers them to better 
meet the needs of their learners. In that report Estyn helpfully set out some areas 
where things are working well and some aspects to focus on. These align closely 
with our understanding of how this significant change programme is moving forward 
and how schools and settings should be supported this year. 
Work is already underway with school improvement services to ensure support 
reflects where schools are and how they should progress, including with schools of 
a religious character. Our total support for Curriculum for Wales implementation is 
some £37 million this financial year. For schools that means they will receive over 
£21 million this year to directly support their work on the new curriculum and related 
professional learning, alongside a range of nationally available programmes of 
support.   

https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/86813 
 

Relationships and Sexuality Education 
James Evans (Conservative) [WQ86843] Will the Minister outline what communication 
his department has had with religious groups about the lack of an opt-out for relationships 
and sexuality education? 

The Minister for Education and the Welsh Language: The Curriculum for Wales 
requirements for Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) have been the 
subject of full and wide-ranging consultation since 2018, including the Curriculum 
for Wales White Paper, giving all citizens and faith groups the opportunity to 
respond. Alongside the consultation in 2019 on ‘access to the full curriculum’, we 
commissioned engagement events with Faith / Black, Asian Minority Ethnic 
Community groups. In January 2020 a Faith / Black Asian and Minority Ethnic 
Community Involvement Group was established to input into the development of 
the RSE Code and Statutory guidance, and to develop a shared understanding of 
the new curriculum. Officials continue to meet with representatives of faith groups 
about matters relating to RSE. 

https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/86843  
 
 

Church Times 

Tribunal finds the Revd Dr Stephen Sizer guilty of conduct unbecoming and anti-
Semitic activity 
A Tribunal has ruled that the conduct of the Revd Dr Stephen Sizer was unbecoming to 
the office and work of a clerk in Holy Orders. 
The Bishop’s Disciplinary Tribunal for the diocese of Winchester, which heard the case in 
May (News, 27 May), also concluded that he had “engaged in anti-Semitic activity” when, 
in January 2015, he posted an article that was “virulently anti-Semitic” on 
Facebook  (News, 13 February 2015). 
“There is regrettably a pattern of behaviour which falls short of the standard to which the 
Respondent should have aspired as an ordained minister,” the ruling concludes. … 
The complaint against him was brought by the President of the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews, Marie van der Zyl, and focused on Dr Sizer’s conduct between 2005 and 2018. … 

 

https://annual-report.estyn.gov.wales/interim_key_themes/curriculum-reform/
https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/86813
https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/86843
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2022/27-may3-june/news/uk/cleric-denies-anti-semitism-in-disciplinary-hearing
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/anti-semitism
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2015/13-february/news/uk/dr-sizer-ordered-offline-in-order-to-keep-his-job
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Ms van der Zyl welcomed the conclusion to the case, saying that she was grateful to the 
Tribunal for accepting the evidence presented by the Board of Deputies. “I commend the 
Tribunal’s decision in the case of Stephen Sizer. In an unprecedented judgement, it has 
been found that Reverend Sizer has engaged in ‘anti-Semitic activity’, repeated ‘conduct 
unbecoming’ of a Church of England Minister and engaged in conduct that ‘provoked and 
offended’ the Jewish community over a sustained period. He was also criticised for being 
‘disingenuous in his answers’.” 
Dr Sizer said: “I accept those conclusions and the criticisms of my conduct, and apologise 
unreservedly for the hurt and offence caused. As I said at the time, I am particularly sorry 
that I posted a link on Facebook in January 2015 to an article blaming Israel for 9/11, and 
repeat my apology for the deep hurt that my conduct caused. I do not propose to say any 
more at this juncture as I pray and reflect further.” 
The Acting Bishop of Winchester, the Rt Revd Debbie Sellin, said: “The Church of England, 
together with our partners in ecumenical and interfaith working, is committed to building 
cohesive communities and fostering strong interfaith relations built on trust and respect. 
As Archbishop Justin Welby said in 2018, in a joint letter with other Christian and Jewish 
leaders, anti-Semitism has no place in our society and those in positions of power and 
influence must listen to concerns about it.” 
To read the full article see 
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2022/9-december/news/uk/tribunal-finds-the-revd-
dr-stephen-sizer-guilty-of-conduct-unbecoming-and-anti-semitic-activity  
 
 

Bishop’s Disciplinary Tribunal for the Diocese of Winchester 
Full judgement: In the matter of a complaint under the Clergy Discipline Measure 
2003: Complainant: Marie van der Zyl; Respondent: the Reverend Dr Stephen Sizer 
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-
12/Tribunal%20Determination%20%28Sizer%29%206%20December%202022.pdf  
 

TOP 

 

Israel 
See also “Church Times: Tribunal finds the Revd Dr Stephen Sizer guilty of conduct 
unbecoming and anti-Semitic activity” and “Bishop’s Disciplinary Tribunal for the 
Diocese of Winchester: Full judgement” in the Home Affairs section above. 
 

Westminster Hall Debate 
International Human Rights Day 

col 197WH Andy Slaughter (Labour): I want to add one further example, although we 
could add many: human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, which are getting 
worse every year, particularly through state-sanctioned settler violence. I pay tribute to 
Yachad and B’Tselem, which brought an exhibition on that issue to Parliament this week. 
Occupation adds another level of illegality and abuse to human rights, and it is right that it 
be called out. … 

 

col 204WH Alistair Carmichael (Liberal Democrat): … I pay  warm  tribute  to  the  variety 
of non-governmental organisations and campaign groups that operate in this area. I am 
privileged to have worked with many over the years; Amnesty International and Reprieve 
would be   the  most  obvious.  I  have  been  privileged  to  work  recently  with  the  Bahrain  

 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2022/9-december/news/uk/tribunal-finds-the-revd-dr-stephen-sizer-guilty-of-conduct-unbecoming-and-anti-semitic-activity
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2022/9-december/news/uk/tribunal-finds-the-revd-dr-stephen-sizer-guilty-of-conduct-unbecoming-and-anti-semitic-activity
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-12/Tribunal%20Determination%20%28Sizer%29%206%20December%202022.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-12/Tribunal%20Determination%20%28Sizer%29%206%20December%202022.pdf
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Institute for Rights and Democracy, and with B’Tselem and Breaking the Silence in relation 
to activities in Palestine. … 

 

col 209WH Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): … Then we have the occupations, which are 
always wrong in any context.  They  include  the  Israeli  occupation  of  Palestine  and  the 
colonialisation of the West Bank through the settlement policy. Again, that leads people 
seeking safety to go somewhere else. The consequences of our inaction, or positive action 
in supplying arms to the aggressor in many cases, often lead to the problems that we are 
now concerned with and complaining about. … 
col 210WH There was news today that the Al Jazeera broadcasting channel is referring 
the case of the murder of Shireen Abu Akleh to the International Criminal Court. I wish the 
channel well in doing that. Shireen was shot in cold blood for no other reason than that 
she was filming Israeli soldiers oppressing Palestinian people. She is one of many 
journalists who have been injured or shot not only in the conflict in Palestine but in many 
other places around the world. We should recognise that there are all sorts of human rights 
defenders and they come in all shades. They can be journalists just as much as human 
rights defenders from voluntary human rights organisations. We should be doing all we 
can to speak up for them. … 

 

col 219WH Patrick Grady (Independent): … Another regular topic in my constituency 
inbox is the situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Yesterday, some 
of us had the opportunity to witness some of the tragic acts of settler violence that take 
place there on a daily basis, using virtual reality technology brought to a room in Portcullis 
House by Yachad and B’Tselem, Both organisations should be congratulated for their 
efforts to work across communities in the Holy Land to bring about a peaceful political 
resolution to the conflict. 

 

col 223WH Brendan O’Hara (SNP): … Patrick Grady was absolutely right to say that an 
attack on anyone’s human rights is an attack on everyone’s human rights. I was delighted 
that he raised the plight of the Palestinian communities and the suffering they face every 
single day. … I met representatives of Palestinian civic society, who are appalled at how 
the expansion of illegal settlements in the west bank is driving Palestinian communities 
from their homes. … 

 

col 225WH Bambos Charalambous (Labour): … As the shadow Minister for the middle 
east and north Africa, I have raised numerous cases of concern about human rights 
abuses in the region, ranging from those of democracy advocates in Tunisia and Bahrain 
and those of people facing execution in Saudi Arabia, to those of Palestinians evicted from 
their homes in the occupied territories and facing attacks from settlers. I too attended the 
B’Tselem and Yachad event yesterday, where social media allowed us to witness what 
Palestinians facing settler violence experienced. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-08/debates/815F902C-2B1B-404E-
926E-E6FA6A56455F/InternationalHumanRightsDay  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Peace Negotiations 
Matthew Offord (Conservative) [97557] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will hold discussions with international 
counterparts on appointing a peace envoy to promote a two-state solution in Israel. 

David Rutley: The UK remains committed to making progress towards a two-state 
solution, resulting in a safe and secure Israel living alongside a viable and sovereign 
Palestinian State; based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, with Jerusalem 
as the shared capital of both states. We believe that negotiations will only succeed  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-08/debates/815F902C-2B1B-404E-926E-E6FA6A56455F/InternationalHumanRightsDay
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-08/debates/815F902C-2B1B-404E-926E-E6FA6A56455F/InternationalHumanRightsDay
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when they are conducted between Israelis and Palestinians, supported by the 
international community. We will continue to press the parties strongly on the need 
to refrain from taking actions that make peace more difficult. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/97557 
 
 

Jerusalem: Bombings 
Sheryll Murray (Conservative) [97562] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the 
two bomb attacks in Jerusalem on 23 November 2022. 

David Rutley: We are appalled by the recent terrorist attacks. There can be no 
justification for such acts of violence. Every Israeli and Palestinian has the right to 
live in peace and security. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/97562 
 

Palestinians: Intelligence Services 
Matthew Offord (Conservative) [97558] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment has the Department 
made of reports that the Palestinian Authority’s Preventative Security Organisation has 
used practices of arbitrary arrest and torture. 

David Rutley: Human Rights is a crucial element underpinning the UK's foreign 
policy. We continue to urge the Palestinian Authority (PA) to respect human rights, 
to ensure complaints of mistreatment or arbitrary detention are properly 
investigated and to continue to improve the performance of the security sector. An 
essential aspect of our efforts to prepare the ground for a two state-solution is to 
support a stable PA that can deliver services to its people and act as an effective 
partner for peace with Israel. The UK will continue to monitor these areas closely 
and raise with the highest levels of the PA. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/97558  
 

Palestinians: Charities 
Zarah Sultana (Labour) [101804] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to respond to the United 
Nation’s call for the international community to take immediate and effective steps to 
protect and sustain the six Palestinian civil society groups that were designated as terrorist 
organisations by the Government of Israel in October 2021; and if he will (a) make 
representations to the Israeli authorities to rescind this designation, (b) condemn the steps 
taken by Israeli forces on these organisations, and (c) review the UK’s bilateral relations 
with Israel. 

David Rutley: We have been clear that we do not support the Israeli government's 
decision last year to designate six Palestinian non-governmental organization 
(NGOs) as terrorist organisations. The subsequent raids on the offices of seven 
Palestinian NGOs, and on St Andrew's Anglican Church in Ramallah, and arrests 
of their staff, are equally troubling. We have not changed our approach, based on 
the information provided by the Government of Israel and we continue to engage 
with a number of these organisations. Civil society organisations play an important 
role in upholding human rights and democracy and they must be able to operate 
freely in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). Officials at the British 
Embassy Tel Aviv, alongside our European partners, have directly raised our 
opposition  with  the  Israeli  Government  on the designations, and made clear our  

support for Civil Society Organisations in Israel and the OPTs. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-02/101804  
 

 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/97557
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/97562
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/97558
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-02/101804
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Gulf of Oman: Unmanned Air Vehicles 
Scott Benton (Conservative) [95953] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made for the 
implications of his policies of reports that the Islamic revolutionary guard corps launched 
an explosive drone at an oil tanker off the coast of Oman. 

David Rutley: The UK condemns the recent drone attack on MV PACIFIC ZIRCON.  

We remain committed to assuring the safety of shipping in the Middle East region, 
including through the Gulf of Oman. The UK is a member of the International 
Maritime Security Construct, along with several Gulf partners, which addresses the 
threat in the region by providing reassurance to commercial shipping and deterring 
further threats. We note recent reporting that Iran may be behind the attack. We 
will work with partners to ensure that those responsible are held to account. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-24/95953  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israeli Settlements 
The Marquess of Lothian (Conservative) [HL3761] To ask His Majesty's Government 
whether the Prime Minister has spoken to Prime Minister-designate of Israel, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, about the UK’s position regarding any recognition of illegal West Bank 
settlements; and in particular, any retroactive legalisation of such settlements, including 
the Homesh Yeshiva. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We congratulate Benjamin Netanyahu on his election 
victory. As one of Israel's closest partners, the UK looks forward to working with 
Israel to ensure our relationship continues to flourish. We are clear that settlements 
are illegal under international law and threaten the viability of a two-state solution. 
The UK urges the Government of Israel to permanently end its settlement 
expansion and settlement activity in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 
Israeli outposts in the West Bank are also illegal under international and Israeli law, 
and should be removed entirely. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-24/hl3761 
 

UNRWA: Finance 
The Marquess of Lothian (Conservative) [HL3756] To ask His Majesty's Government, 
further to the statement by the Commissioner-General for the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) on 17 November that 
the global economic situation has pushed the agency into a "danger zone", whether they 
have held any emergency meetings with UN partner countries to discuss funding for that 
agency. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are longstanding supporters of The United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and their work to provide essential 
services to 5.8 million Palestinian refugees across the OPTs, Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon. We are aware that the agency has faced funding shortfalls in recent 
years, which has made it even more challenging to continue service delivery. At the 
UNRWA pledging conference in New York in June 2022, we announced a new 
multi-year funding programme with the agency and will provide £15m in 2022. On 
22 September in New York, I [Lord Ahmad] attended a Ministerial dialogue on 
UNRWA's financial situation where I reiterated UK support for the agency and the 
need for the international community to support it to be on a more viable financial 
footing. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-24/hl3756  
 

TOP 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-24/95953
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-24/hl3761
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-24/hl3756
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Foreign Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Islamophobia: International Cooperation 
Ruth Jones (Labour) [98780] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his international counterparts 
on tackling anti-Muslim hatred. 

Andrew Mitchell: We remain deeply concerned by violations and abuses of 
freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) in many parts of the world, including intolerance 
and hate speech. The UK is committed to working with our international partners to 
protect the right to FoRB for all through adherence to FoRB-focussed resolutions 
which enjoy consensus agreement, including those led by the EU and the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, as well as multilateral engagement through 
the UN, Council of Europe and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (OSCE). In July this year we hosted an international Ministerial conference 
on FoRB, bringing together over 800 faith and belief leaders and human rights 
actors, and 100 government delegations to agree action to promote and protect 
FoRB. Ministers and officials regularly raise specific cases of concern with those 
we believe are not meeting their obligations, and in March this year we led 
development of an International Religious Freedom or Belief Alliance statement  
https://www.state.gov/irfba-statement-on-the-ahmadiyya-muslim-community/ 
calling out persecution of Ahmadi Muslims. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-29/98780  
 

TOP 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 
Community Security Trust  

Antisemitic Discourse Report 2021 
… The report shows that antisemitism continued to play a role in the national discourse in 
Britain during 2021. … 
Antisemitic incidents on campus rose to their highest level, with a spike in May 2021 
coinciding with the escalation in conflict between Israel and Hamas. The Education 
Secretary convened an antisemitism summit and continued to push for more universities 
to adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of 
antisemitism. … 
The huge rise in antisemitic hate incidents during the conflict between Israel and Hamas 
(both on and off campus) was condemned by politicians across the political spectrum. 
There were many statements expressing solidarity with the Jewish community. … 
Antisemitism continues to proliferate on social media platforms. … 
Discourse about antisemitism played a role in the sporting arena. In football, there were 
examples of antisemitism in Scottish football, the word “holocaust” was misused and the 
rise and immediate fall of the European Super League led to antisemitic online comments. 
In cricket, it emerged that Azeem Rafiq, himself a victim of racism within the sport, had 
previously made antisemitic comments on Facebook. … 
Allegations of antisemitism were directed at the BBC after their report into an antisemitic 
attack on a bus containing Jews celebrating the festival of Chanukah claimed that one of 
the victims had made an alleged, but disputed, anti-Muslim slur. 

 

https://www.state.gov/irfba-statement-on-the-ahmadiyya-muslim-community/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-29/98780
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Antisemitic discourse connected to the Covid-19 pandemic continued to play a role in 
2021, with 78 antisemitic incidents recorded with Covid-related discourse. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2022/12/05/antisemitic-discourse-report-2021 
 
Antisemitic Discourse Report 2021 
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/5/a/Discourse%20Report%202021.pdf 
 
 

European Commission 
Tender: Survey on antisemitic attitudes in the European Union 
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/items/763542/en  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Bill of Rights Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227  
 
Education (Non-religious Philosophical Convictions) Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186  
 
** Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-12-07/debates/209A6F51-E8E5-41FB-8A3C-
963D6C1A1041/HigherEducation(FreedomOfSpeech)Bill  

 

Bill as amended on Report 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/49055/documents/2622  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325  
 
** Online Safety Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137  
 

Report Stage, House of Commons 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-05/debates/E155684B-DEB0-43B4-BC76-
BF53FEE8086A/OnlineSafetyBill 

 

Bill as amended on Report 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0209/220209.pdf  
 

Notice of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0209/amend/onlinesafety_rm_pbc_1212.pdf  
 
 
 
 

https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2022/12/05/antisemitic-discourse-report-2021
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/5/a/Discourse%20Report%202021.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/items/763542/en
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-12-07/debates/209A6F51-E8E5-41FB-8A3C-963D6C1A1041/HigherEducation(FreedomOfSpeech)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-12-07/debates/209A6F51-E8E5-41FB-8A3C-963D6C1A1041/HigherEducation(FreedomOfSpeech)Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/49055/documents/2622
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-05/debates/E155684B-DEB0-43B4-BC76-BF53FEE8086A/OnlineSafetyBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-05/debates/E155684B-DEB0-43B4-BC76-BF53FEE8086A/OnlineSafetyBill
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0209/220209.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0209/amend/onlinesafety_rm_pbc_1212.pdf
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217  
 
Private Burial Grounds and Cemeteries Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188  
 
Universal Credit (Removal of Two Child Limit) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163  
 
Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156   
 

Scottish Parliament 
Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-
scotland-bill 
 
** Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill 
 

Letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing and Local Government, 
Shona Robison, to all Members of the Scottish Parliament  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill-letter-to-msps/ 
 

Notices of amendments 
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-
reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-7-december-2022.pdf 
and 
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-
reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-8-december-2022.pdf 
and 
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-
reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-9-december-2022.pdf  

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill
https://www.gov.scot/publications/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill-letter-to-msps/
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-7-december-2022.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-7-december-2022.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-8-december-2022.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-8-december-2022.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-9-december-2022.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-9-december-2022.pdf
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