
 1 

                                                                             26 May 2021 
                              Issue 2,218 
 
 

 
 

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 
 

Contents 
Home Affairs Other Relevant Information 
Israel Relevant Legislation 
Foreign Affairs Consultations 
 Back issues 

 
 

Home Affairs 
See also the House of Commons written question 2370 “Israel: Palestinians” which 
is included in the Israel section below. 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism: Greater London 
Michael Fabricant (Conservative) [2182] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what steps she plans to take in response to anti-Semitic abuse from and 
reported incitements to violence by pro-Palestinian demonstrators visiting London against 
Jewish people on 15 to 16 May 2021; and if she will make a statement. 

Victoria Atkins: The Government is clear that any criminal activity, including the 
incitement of violence or racial hatred, is completely unacceptable. We have robust 
laws to tackle such criminal offences. 
The Metropolitan Police Service is investigating a number of allegations in relation 
to recent demonstrations in London. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-17/2182 
 

Hate Crime 
Afzal Khan (Labour) [4692] To ask the Secretary of State for the Housing, Communities 
and Local Government, what steps his Department is taking to tackle the rise in (a) anti-
Semitic and (b) Islamophobic hate crime in the UK as a result of the Israel-Palestine 
conflict. 

Luke Hall: There is no place in our society for the shocking rise of Antisemitic and 
Islamophobic incidents that have been seen as a result of the conflict. We are 
absolutely clear that this is unacceptable, and we have a zero-tolerance approach 
to hate crime against any and all communities. 
This Government has a strong record on tackling hate crime against religious 
communities; following our encouragement, we have seen nearly 3 quarters of local 
authorities  and  91  higher   education   providers  adopt   the  IHRA   definition  of  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-17/2182
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antisemitism and take an important step to combatting this hatred. 
We have also taken steps in protecting the Muslim communities; providing over £5 
million in the last 5 years to the Places of Worship protective security funding 
scheme, which has helped protect at least 84 Mosques. We have also supported 
Tell MAMA with just over £2.8 million between 2016 and 2020 to monitor and 
combat anti-Muslim hatred. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-20/4692 
 
 

Race Disparity Unit and Government Equalities Office 
Third quarterly report on progress to address COVID-19 health inequalities 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/988838/Third_quarterly_report_on_progress_to_address_COVID-
19_health_inequalities.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Hate Crime Security Fund for Places of Worship 
Closing date for applications: 21 July 2021 
This fund aims to reduce the vulnerability to hate crime that some places of worship across 
Scotland face. The Scottish Government has made £500,000 available for the provision 
of capital security measures and improvements. These measures are intended to reduce 
the risk of hate crimes to places of worship in Scotland and provide reassurance for faith 
communities who worship at them. … 
Applications are welcomed from individual places of worship of all faiths who can 
demonstrate their vulnerability to hate crime, whether or not a crime has been committed 
or reported to the police. … 
Up to 100% grants are available for the installation of up to three security measures and 
improvements, 
You can apply for a maximum of £20,000 to cover all or part of your proposed security 
measures and improvements. … 
https://www.impactfundingpartners.com/open-applications/hate-crime-security-fund  
and 
https://tinyurl.com/4ujukfuf  

TOP 

 

Israel 
See also the House of Commons written questions 2182 “Antisemitism: Greater 
London”, and 4692 “Hate Crime”, which are included in the Home Affairs section 
above. 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Arms Trade: Israel 
Layla Moran (Liberal Democrat) [4015] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Trade, how many UK arms export licences have been granted to (a) Jaguar Land Rover 
and (b) MDT Armor Corporation for exports of (i) armoured land rovers and (ii) other land 
rovers to Israel as at 18 May 2021. 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-20/4692
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/988838/Third_quarterly_report_on_progress_to_address_COVID-19_health_inequalities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/988838/Third_quarterly_report_on_progress_to_address_COVID-19_health_inequalities.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/988838/Third_quarterly_report_on_progress_to_address_COVID-19_health_inequalities.pdf
https://www.impactfundingpartners.com/open-applications/hate-crime-security-fund
https://tinyurl.com/4ujukfuf
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Ranil Jayawardena: Our records indicate that, between 2000 and 2020, seven 
licences have been granted to Land Rover Exports Ltd; and no licences have been 
granted to MDT Armor Corporation. 
Of the licences granted to Land Rover Exports Ltd, four were for Land Rover 
vehicles. Two of the licences were granted for armoured vehicles, for the protection 
of staff on diplomatic missions, and a further two licences were granted for non-
armoured vehicles. 
HM Government will not grant an export licence if to do so would be inconsistent 
with the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing Criteria (the 
‘Consolidated Criteria’). 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-19/4015  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Rachael Maskell (Labour) [2370] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with faith 
communities in the UK on the conflict in Israel and Palestine. 

James Cleverly: The Foreign Secretary discussed the ongoing violence with the 
Chief Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis, on 19 May. The Foreign Secretary stressed the need 
for an immediate end to violence, and peaceful coexistence between Arab and 
Jewish communities. As the Communities Secretary has said, "Whatever your view 
of the conflict in Israel and Gaza, there is no justification for inciting anti-Jewish or 
anti-Muslim hatred." 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-17/2370  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-05-17/debates/F3016C6F-117C-4328-9793-
B88CD763BA41/AntisemiticAttacks#contribution-A3E56D94-4D41-4208-B34E-826C5A4DF705  
 

Gaza: Reconstruction 
Sarah Champion (Labour) [4610] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment his Department has 
made of the effectiveness of the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism; and whether the UK 
Government provides funding for that mechanism. 

James Cleverly: The Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM), is a temporary 
mechanism to allow the entry into Gaza of large amounts of materials considered 
by Israel to have 'dual-use' civil and military capacity. We consider the GRM has 
been successful in facilitating reconstruction since the last conflict in 2014. As of 31 
March 2021, 9,887 out of 11,000 totally damaged houses had been rebuilt, as well 
as over 88,000 homes with major or minor damage, indicating reconstruction of 
homes was in its final stage. In the long term, a more comprehensive lifting of 
restrictions as part of a political agreement is the only solution. 
Since the establishment of the GRM in October 2014, the UK has provided a total 
of £2.5m in funding. The UK will continue to urge the parties to prioritise progress 
towards reaching a durable solution for Gaza and to take the necessary practical 
steps to ensure Gaza's reconstruction and economic recovery. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-20/4610  
 

Western Sahara: Politics and Government 
Alan Brown (SNP) [3039] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Affairs, whether it is his Department's policy that the status of Western 
Sahara is a non-self-governing territory, in accordance with the UN determination. 

James Cleverly: We note the UN's position on the status of Western Sahara, which 
is set out on its website:  
https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en/nsgt/western-sahara 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-19/4015
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-17/2370
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-05-17/debates/F3016C6F-117C-4328-9793-B88CD763BA41/AntisemiticAttacks#contribution-A3E56D94-4D41-4208-B34E-826C5A4DF705
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-05-17/debates/F3016C6F-117C-4328-9793-B88CD763BA41/AntisemiticAttacks#contribution-A3E56D94-4D41-4208-B34E-826C5A4DF705
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-20/4610
https://www.un.org/dppa/decolonization/en/nsgt/western-sahara
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As the Foreign Secretary stated on 11 December 2020, the UK regards the status 
of Western Sahara as undetermined:  
www.gov.uk/government/news/israel-and-morocco-uk-responds-to-
announcement-of-normalisation 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-18/3039  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Janke (Liberal Democrat) [HL44] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the report by Human Rights Watch A Threshold Crossed, 
published on 27 April; and what plans they have to raise the issues in that report with the 
government of Israel. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of the Human Rights Watch report 
released on 27 April and will review the findings. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl44  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-
apartheid-and-persecution  
 

Jerusalem: Religious Freedom 
Baroness Janke (Liberal Democrat) [HL45] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
steps they will take to protect religious freedom in East Jerusalem. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK continues to be firmly committed to Freedom 
of Religion or Belief as a human rights priority. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv and 
Consulate General in Jerusalem regularly raise issues of religious freedom with the 
Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority. The UK recognises that 
Jerusalem holds particular significance for many groups, especially the three 
Abrahamic faiths. We encourage all parties to maintain calm, avoid provocation and 
uphold the Status Quo to ensure the safety and the security of the Al Haram Al 
Sharif / Temple Mount and all who worship there. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl45 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Janke (Liberal Democrat) [HL46] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
steps they will take to protect the livelihoods of Palestinians living in land occupied by Israel 
from Israeli settlers supported by Israeli forces. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We condemn any incidence of violence by settlers 
against Palestinians. We have repeatedly raised the issue of incidents of settler 
violence with the Israeli authorities. We continue to stress the importance of 
bringing those responsible to justice and of the Israeli security forces providing 
appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian population and ensuring their 
livelihoods are not negatively impacted. We continue to raise this issue with the 
relevant Israeli authorities. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl46 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat) [HL99] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
steps they will take to protect the rights of Palestinians to peacefully demonstrate against 
the restrictions imposed on them by the government of Israel. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK continues to urge the Israeli Government to 
respect the fundamental rights and freedoms of peaceful, legal protestors. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/government/news/israel-and-morocco-uk-responds-to-announcement-of-normalisation
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/israel-and-morocco-uk-responds-to-announcement-of-normalisation
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-18/3039
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl44
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl45
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl46
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The UK worked actively to urge the parties to work with mediators towards an 
immediate ceasefire. We also fully supported Egyptian, Qatari and UN efforts to 
that end, working closely with the US. The UK welcomes the announcement of a 
ceasefire in Israel and Gaza on 20 May, which is an important step to ending the 
cycle of violence and loss of civilian life. Hamas must end all attacks on Israel. It is 
also now important for Israel to facilitate rapid humanitarian access in and out of 
Gaza. 
As the Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary have made clear, this cycle of violence 
must stop, and every effort must be made to avoid loss of life. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl99  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat) [HL100] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
steps they will take to protect unarmed Palestinian children living in territory occupied by 
Israel from being injured or killed by Israeli security forces. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK has been clear that we need an immediate 
de-escalation on all sides, and an end to targeting of civilian populations. The UK 
offers our condolences to the families of those civilians killed. Civilian deaths, both 
in Israel and Gaza are a tragedy. Every effort must be made to avoid loss of life, 
especially that of children. 
Israel has a legitimate right to self-defence, and the right to defend its citizens from 
attack. In doing so, it is vital that all actions are proportionate, in line with 
International Humanitarian Law, and make every effort to avoid civilian casualties. 
We call on all sides to reduce tensions, restore calm and avoid provocation. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl100  
 

Jerusalem: Palestinians 
Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat) [HL101] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
steps they will take to protect Palestinians from being evicted from their homes in Sheik 
Jarrah, East Jerusalem, to make way for Israeli settlers. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK regularly raises forced evictions of 
Palestinians from property with the Government of Israel. The Fourth Geneva 
Convention, which applies to all occupied territories, prohibits demolitions or forced 
evictions absent military necessity. The UK is clear that in all but the most 
exceptional of circumstances, evictions are contrary to International Humanitarian 
Law. The practice causes unnecessary suffering to Palestinians and is harmful to 
efforts to promote peace. 
The Minister of State for the Middle East and North Africa tweeted on the 8 May 
outlining our concern over tensions in Jerusalem linked to the threatened eviction 
of Palestinian families from their homes in Sheikh Jarrah. We continue to urge Israel 
to cease such actions. UK Officials at the British Embassy in Tel Aviv continue to 
raise the issue regularly with the Israeli Authorities. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl101 
 

The tweet referred to above can be read at  
https://twitter.com/JamesCleverly/status/1391028309618839557  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

Kenny MacAskill (Alba) [107] Occupation of Palestine – That this House, whilst 
welcoming a ceasefire in Israel, Palestine and Gaza, notes with concern the continued 
threat posed to Palestinian civilians by the Israeli Defence Forces; therefore regrets that 
the Ministry of Defence refused to publish details of the agreement strengthening military  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl99
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl100
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl101
https://twitter.com/JamesCleverly/status/1391028309618839557
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co-operation signed by the British Armed Forces with the Israeli Defence Forces on 2 
December 2020; further regrets that the Department of International Trade declined to 
publish the names of companies granted export licences for components potentially for 
use by the Israeli Defence Forces; and believes that in view of past Palestinian civilian 
deaths and the severity of the ongoing threat that continues to face them that normal 
security and commercial confidences are overridden by legitimate public interest. 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58545 
 

This motion relates to written answers that can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-19/4041  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-19/4042  
 
Chris Law (SNP) [109] City of Dundee Palestinian recognition – That this House notes 
that the city of Dundee has become the first city in Scotland to officially recognise the state 
of Palestine; further notes that this follows the 40-year anniversary of the twinning of 
Dundee with the Palestinian city of Nablus in 1980; commends all those involved locally in 
Dundee who maintain important links between the two cities; believes that a two-state 
solution is made more possible if both sides are treated as equals; and calls on the 
Government to follow the City of Dundee’s lead and officially recognise Palestine as an 
independent and equal nation state. 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58547 
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Foreign Secretary visits Israel and Occupied Palestinian Territories 
The Foreign Secretary will meet Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem 
and Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in Ramallah during his 1-day visit. The UK 
remains committed to the 2-state solution as the best way to permanently end the 
occupation, deliver Palestinian self-determination and preserve Israel’s Jewish and 
democratic identity. 
He will also meet Israeli Foreign and Defence Ministers, Gabi Ashkenazi and Benny Gantz, 
as well as Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh and Foreign Minister Riad 
Malki. 
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said: The UK welcomes the ceasefire in Israel and Gaza. 
It is crucial that all sides now focus on ensuring it can last. The events of the last month 
demonstrate the urgent need to make genuine progress towards a more positive future for 
both Israelis and Palestinians, and breaks the cycle of violence that has claimed so many 
lives. 
The UK supports a two-state solution as the best way to deliver a lasting peace. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-visits-israel-and-occupied-
palestinian-territories-may-2021  
 
Dominic Raab: Just landed in Israel. I will meet with both senior leaders here and in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories on how to make the recent ceasefire lasts. We must end 
the cycle of violence and make progress towards a lasting peace 
https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397269653601333254 
 
Dominic Raab: Discussed the flourishing UK & Israel relationship, the importance of a 
durable ceasefire in Gaza & the need to fight anti-Semitism with @netanyahu. The UK is 
committed to working with regional leaders to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict & forge 
lasting peace. 
https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397525894403592193  
 

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58545
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-19/4041
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-19/4042
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/58547
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-visits-israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories-may-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-visits-israel-and-occupied-palestinian-territories-may-2021
https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397269653601333254
https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397525894403592193


 7 

 

Dominic Raab: Reiterated the commitment to a two-state solution, the importance of a 
stronger nuclear deal with Iran & our commitment to Israel’s security in my meeting with 
@Gabi_Ashkenazi today. Vital we make progress towards a more positive future for 
Israelis and Palestinians. 
https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397478119150440456  
 
Dominic Raab: Discussed with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas the need for all 
sides to respect the ceasefire in Israel and Gaza. Reaffirmed UK support for a two-state 
solution as the only way to bring sustainable peace. 
https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397537397710131203  
 
Dominic Raab: The UK has pledged £3.2m in emergency aid to UNRWA to support those 
in Gaza affected by recent hostilities. In meeting with Palestinian FM Malki, I reiterated UK 
support for the Palestinian people and expressed condolences for civilians killed in recent 
hostilities. 
https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397563685040754688  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

James Dornan (SNP) [S6M-00110] Ending the Illegal Occupation of Palestine – That 
the Parliament welcomes the ceasefire agreed between Israel and Hamas on 21 May 
2021; condemns all loss of innocent life in Gaza, the Occupied Palestinian Territories and 
Israel; notes the view that the international community must seek to address the root 
causes of the conflict by calling for an end to the occupation of Palestine, the end to the 
expansion of illegal settlements, the end of the blockade of Gaza and reversing what it 
sees as the systemic erosion of the rights of the Palestinian people; recognises that 
thousands of people in Scotland, including from Glasgow Cathcart, have taken to the 
streets to protest the bombardment of Gaza, which it considers to be the world’s largest 
man-made prison; notes calls for Israel to fully participate in the investigation by the 
International Criminal Court into possible war crimes, and acknowledges the view that that 
peace talks based on a two-state solution will resume as a matter of urgency 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/votes-and-
motions-search/S6M-00110  
 
 

European Commission 

EU increases humanitarian assistance for Palestine to over €34 million 
… the EU has increased its humanitarian assistance to the most vulnerable people in 
Palestine by €8 million, taking the total to €34.4 million this year. The additional funding 
will be dedicated to supporting victims of the recent violence. … 
Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarčič, said: "Following the 
announcement of a ceasefire, urgent humanitarian access is now vital, to relieve the 
suffering of the many innocent victims. Nothing can bring back the many civilian lives that 
were taken in this latest conflict – and we are dismayed at the deaths of so many children, 
including 11 children in Gaza who were benefiting from a trauma care programme 
supported by the EU. The EU is maintaining critical support for protection programmes, 
health care, education, access to safe water and cash assistance. The EU insists on 
respect for international humanitarian law and cannot accept that civilians are displaced 
by force or that their homes and schools are demolished.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_2670 
 

https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397478119150440456
https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397537397710131203
https://twitter.com/DominicRaab/status/1397563685040754688
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/votes-and-motions-search/S6M-00110
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/votes-and-motions-search/S6M-00110
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_2670
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United Nations 

Speakers in General Assembly Urge Israel, Hamas to Use Ceasefire as Opportunity 
for Reopening Dialogue, Addressing Root Causes of Conflict 
Noor Qamar Sulaiman (Brunei Darussalam), associating herself with the Non-Aligned 
Movement and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), said the Joint Leaders 
Statement issued by Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam on 16 May reflects their 
collective voices on the dire situation in Palestine and the need for urgent 
action.  Expressing grave concern over the violence, she said the occupation, forced 
displacement and illegal expansion of settlements have not only hindered the Palestinians’ 
aspiration for statehood, but also deprived them of their basic human rights. … 

 

…  Pascale Christine Baeriswyl (Switzerland), welcoming the ceasefire that had brought 
11 days of fighting to an end, commended Egypt for working in coordination with the United 
Nations for restoring calm.  Stressing the importance of humanitarian access to Gaza, she 
said that Palestinian and Israeli civilians have suffered far too much.  This tragedy must 
not be repeated and all parties must use the momentum to recommit to a peace process 
that is in line with their obligations and Security Council resolutions.  Also noting the 
continuing violence and the related wave of arrests, she called on leaders to refrain from 
provocative rhetoric and action.  The rights of both Israelis and Palestinians must be based 
on equality.  Preservation of the historical status quo on Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount 
and the peaceful coexistence of all residents of Jerusalem must be guaranteed, in 
accordance with international law. … 

 

Mariusz Lewicki (Poland) associating himself with the European Union, expressed 
concern over the recent spate of violence in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory.  While Israel has the right to defend itself, its response must be proportionate 
and in line with international law, he stressed.  The recent conflict only exacerbates the 
dire humanitarian situation in Gaza with the destruction of civilian infrastructure there.  The 
violence also affects the situation in the West Bank and undermines general regional 
stability.  … 

 

Gabriele Caccia, Permanent Observer of the Holy See, quoted Pope Francis as saying 
that the violence between the Gaza Strip and Israel is “degenerating into a spiral of death 
and destruction” that has left many innocent people, including children, dead.  The Vatican 
welcomes the announcement of the ceasefire and considers it as an important step to halt 
aggressive and senseless hostilities, even if this can only be seen as a first step in the 
right direction. Confrontations between Israelis and Palestinians in the West Bank are a 
serious wound to peaceful coexistence that will prove difficult to heal. … 

 

… the representative of Turkey rejected the accusations of anti-Semitism levelled by the 
representative of Israel against her country.  Adding that Turkey has been a safe haven 
for Jewish communities since the Inquisition, she recalled how Turkish diplomats helped 
rescue countless Jews during the Holocaust.  Jewish citizens have been living in Turkey 
for centuries without fear of persecution, she said, adding that the President of Turkey and 
other high-level officials have repeatedly condemned anti-Semitism. Criticizing the policies 
of Israel’s Government cannot be labelled as anti-Semitism, she said, noting that those 
policies have also been condemned by many of Israel’s own Jewish citizens. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12327.doc.htm  

TOP 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/ga12327.doc.htm
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Foreign Affairs 
House of Lords Written Answer 

UN World Conference against Racism 
Baroness Deech (Crossbench) [HL30] To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans 
they have, if any, to withdraw from events commemorating the 20th anniversary of the 
Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The United Kingdom is committed to combatting all 
forms of racism, including anti-semitism, both at home and abroad. We believe that 
one of the most effective ways to tackle injustices and advocate respect among 
different religious and racial groups is to encourage all states to uphold their human 
rights obligations. Some of the anti-Semitic actions and speeches in and around 
the Durban conference and its various follow-up events gave rise to serious 
concerns. We will consider UK attendance in the light of developments between 
now and the commemoration event, including the likelihood of any recurrence. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-05-11/hl30  
 

TOP 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 
European Commission 

Speech by President von der Leyen at the 16th World Jewish Congress Plenary 
Assembly 
Last year, on Holocaust Remembrance Day, I was able to listen to the testimony of Liliana 
Segre, a Holocaust survivor from Milan, an Italian Senator for life. … 
It is so important that we, and especially our young people, are able to hear such stories 
from the survivors themselves. … Their stories are a testimonial to the immeasurable 
strength of the Jewish people. Their power of endurance. Their will to survive. We must 
do everything to keep their stories alive! … 
Europe is with you in this fight. 
Because, sadly, anti-semitism is not confined to a distant past. It is still very present in 
Europe and across the world. I am, of course, thinking of the attacks in Halle and Toulouse, 
in Paris and Brussels. I am thinking about the victims. And their families. And I am also 
thinking of more recent anti-Jewish demonstrations in European streets. Attacks and anti-
Israeli graffiti on synagogues are blatant manifestations of anti-semitism. I am deeply 
concerned about the recent escalation of violence on Europe's streets. We will not tolerate 
this. Anti-semitic crimes and hate speech must be brought to justice. … 
Later this year, the Commission will adopt its first-ever “EU strategy on combatting 
antisemitism and fostering Jewish life”. With this strategy, we will first of all strengthen our 
fight against antisemitism. … 
All European students should learn about the Holocaust – no matter their background, 
family history or country of origin. Because young people need to know the facts. And third, 
we want to foster Jewish life in Europe in all its diversity. … 
We also need to put a stop to hatred and antisemitism on the internet. Disinformation and 
the denial of facts are everywhere online. … 
The duty to “Protect the Future of the Jewish people” starts with remembering the past. 
But of course, it does not end there. Europe can only prosper when its Jewish communities 
prosper, too.  76 years  after  the  Holocaust,  Jewish  life  in  Europe  is thriving again – in  
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synagogues, in schools and kindergartens, and in fashionable kosher restaurants. In the 
heart of our communities. We must continue to protect it. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/redirection/document/76491  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentience) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2867  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 
Online Safety Bill (Draft) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-online-safety-bill 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Race Equality Action Plan: An Anti-racist Wales (closing date 17 June 2021) 
https://gov.wales/race-equality-action-plan-anti-racist-wales  
 
Evidence for Equality National Survey (EVENS) (closing date 30 June 2021) 
https://evensurvey.co.uk/ 
 
Protect Duty (closing date 2 July 2021) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/protect-duty 
 
Curriculum for Wales Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE) guidance (closing date  
16 July 2021) 
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2021-05/consultation-document-
curriculum-for-wales-religion-values-and-ethics-guidance.pdf  
 
Curriculum for Wales Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) Statutory 
Guidance and Code (closing date 16 July 2021) 
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2021-05/consultation-document-
relationships-and-sexuality-education-guidance-and-code_0.pdf  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  

TOP 
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