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Home Affairs 
Westminster Hall Debate 

Definition of Islamophobia 
col 181WH Paul Bristow (Conservative): …  in 2019, the APPG proposed a definition of 
Islamophobia. The group undertook widespread consultation with parliamentarians, 
experts, lawyers, community activists and victim-led organisations so that they could 
propose a working definition. This was a sincere attempt to give meaning to the word and 
the nature of what we call Islamophobia, and that definition has since been adopted by 
hundreds of different organisations and bodies. … 
col 182WH … discrimination against any faith can have a huge detrimental impact on the 
outcomes of people who are of that faith … 
Back in 2013, a report published to coincide with the ninth World Islamic Economic Forum 
in London stated that the nearly 2.8 million Muslims in the UK contribute over £31 billion 
to its economy, and wield a spending power of £20.5 billion. … these are entrepreneurial 
and charitable people, wealth and job creators … [who] contribute to the fabric of British 
society and act as role models for us all. … 
Islamophobia remains a social evil that has a devastating impact on British Muslims and 
on wider society. It is not just British Muslims who are impacted by Islamophobia, but 
British society at large, to the detriment of social harmony and inclusion. … 
col 183WH In September 2017 the Runnymede Trust published a report titled “Racial 
prejudice in Britain today”. The report found that one in four Britons—26%—admitted to 
being racially prejudiced. Given that this admission is one that individuals would not readily 
make, the figure may be an underestimation … 
The APPG report on Islamophobia clearly evidences discriminatory outcomes faced by 
Muslims in employment, housing, education, the criminal justice system, social and public 
life and political or media discourse. … 
In response to the APPG’s report, in May 2019, the then Communities Secretary said that 
Ministers would appoint two expert advisers to work on a different definition of 
Islamophobia. “To get a firmer grip on the nature of this bigotry and division we agree there 
needs to be a formal definition of Islamophobia to help strengthen our efforts.” 
They pledged  that the Government  would develop an effective definition  of Islamophobia  
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that commands wide-spread support. … 
col 184WH Muslim communities up and down the country are waiting; they are expecting 
something—they were promised something. This cannot wait. In the absence of any 
action, the APPG definition has already been adopted by scores of councils, and the 
Scottish and Welsh Governments are also now considering this. … 
… frustration is building. A definition of Islamophobia has the potential to be a tremendous 
force for good … It is the first step in a country-wide effort to stamp out this evil and improve 
outcomes for millions of people. I cannot stand idly by and allow the children, and 
grandchildren, of my constituents to face the same discrimination and racism that their 
parents and grandparents faced during their lives. Islamophobia not only impacts lives and 
outcomes, it holds us back as a country. … 

 

Zarah Sultana (Labour): … Before I was elected, I was nervous about being a Muslim 
woman in the public eye. Growing up, I had seen the abuse that prominent British Muslims 
were subject to—I knew I would not be in for an easy ride. Today, I would like to say that 
I was wrong to be worried. When young Muslim girls ask me what it is like, I would like to 
say that there is nothing to worry about, that they would face the same challenges as their 
non-Muslim friends and colleagues. However, in truth, I cannot say that, because in my 
short time in Parliament, that is not my experience. … 
I have discovered that to be a Muslim woman, to be outspoken and to be left-wing is to be 
subject to this barrage of racism and hate. It is to be treated by some as if I were an enemy 
of the country that I was born in—as if I don’t belong. … 
col 185WH This Islamophobia does not come from a vacuum. It is not natural or engrained; 
it is taught from the very top. These fires are fanned by people in positions of power and 
privilege. When a far-right online account targeted me with racist abuse, suggesting that 
Muslims were an invading army, a Conservative MP replied, not by calling it out for its 
racism, but by insulting me instead. When our England football stars were subjected to vile 
racism, in the Chamber I highlighted that the Prime Minister had fanned those flames by 
ridiculing Muslims and black people. At the Dispatch Box, the Minister told me to watch my 
tone. … 
Today, our Prime Minister mocks Muslims as “letterboxes” and “bank robbers”. Far from 
scrapping Prevent, earlier this year his Government announced that a review of the 
programme would be led by William Shawcross, a man who once said: “Europe and Islam 
is one of the greatest, most terrifying problems of our future.” … 
col 186WH I have always known what it is like to face racism … Islamophobia is very real 
in Britain today. It is something that I know too well, but it cannot be defeated in isolation. 
The people spreading this hate target not just Muslims but black people, Jewish people, 
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities, migrants and refugees. There is safety in 
solidarity, and it is only through uniting our struggles that we will defeat racism. … 

 

col 187WH Steve Baker (Conservative): … Around the world there are conflicts based, I 
am afraid, on religious grounds. Like Christians, Muslims around the world are persecuted 
for their faith. I think of the Rohingya; I think about Xinjiang. And it has to be said that 
Israel-Palestine is very often seen through a prism of faith. I just say in passing that we 
must not forget the plight of Muslims in Gaza and on the west bank as we move between 
periods of conflict. … 

 

col 188WH Naz Shah (Labour): … We are here today because this Government have 
failed British Muslims. Prior to 2018, the Government disregarded the need for a definitive 
definition of Islamophobia altogether. Having come to their senses in May 2019, the 
Government were happy to accept a definition—just not the one that the Muslim 
community supported. Instead, the Government proposed to appoint two independent 
advisers on Islamophobia to go in search of their own definition, and 845 days later we 
have only one nominal Islamophobia adviser and no definition. It is clear that this is not a 
matter of the Government not trying; it is a matter of the Government not caring. 
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Time and again, I have raised the fact that if it is absolutely okay for women to understand 
and define patriarchy and feminism, for Jewish people to define antisemitism, for people 
of colour to define racism and for LGBTQ+ communities to define homophobia, why will 
this Government not adopt a definition of Islamophobia rooted in the experience of British 
Muslim communities? … 
I have never seen an issue in the Muslim community receive such widespread formal 
support as this definition has. In rejecting that definition, are the Government really telling 
me, this Chamber and the House that their proposed definition will also garner the support 
of Muslim communities? … 
The last time that there was a debate on this issue in the main Chamber, the Government’s 
concerns about the APPG’s definition of Islamophobia centred on the opinions expressed 
in a letter to Downing Street by police chiefs, which was leaked, insinuating that it would 
hinder UK counter-terrorism efforts. Yet on further investigation, both police chiefs—Martin 
Hewitt and Neil Basu—concluded that the definition does not in any way affect counter-
terrorism efforts. … 
Additionally, it has been repeatedly noted by the APPG and experts that the working 
definition of Islamophobia being proposed is a non-legally binding definition and therefore 
presents no challenge to statute, which takes legal precedent, and therefore it does 
not impede on free speech, as the Government claim. The APPG definition of 
Islamophobia is a working definition, similar to the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance definition of antisemitism. … 
col 189WH This is not a matter of a Government’s not trying, but of a Government’s not 
caring. If the everyday Islamophobia faced by British Muslims is not enough to shake this 
Government into action—if the daughter of the Muslim Scottish Health Secretary being 
denied a nursery place because of a Muslim-sounding name and a young Sikh boy 
wearing a turban being called “Taliban” and racially attacked for being perceived as a 
Muslim are not enough—then the terror attacks that have taken place against Muslim 
communities should wake them up. … 
col 190WH Recent research by Professor Imran Awan and Dr Irene Zempi found that, be 
they one-off events or a series of repeated and targeted offending, Islamophobic hate 
crimes not only affect the victim, but send reverberations through communities as they 
reinforce established patterns of bias, prejudice and discrimination. … 

 

col 191WH Khalid Mahmood (Labour):  … I am concerned about the definition of 
Islamophobia, as I have made clear for a long time. In 1997, the Runnymede Trust referred 
to Islamophobia—although its first term for it was “anti-Muslim prejudice”, which it aligned 
with antisemitism. What we are really discussing is the issue of hatred. That should be put 
in legislation and it should be a legal requirement for us, and other committed people, to 
deal with it. … 
col 192WH The term Islamophobia suggests that it could be a medical term, with “phobia” 
being used. … 
If Islamophobia is being suggested as a medical fear, then the term Islamophobia is 
acceptable. If not, as it seems, and the terminology is incorrectly used, then the correct 
term would be anti-Muslim hatred, racism or Muslim hatred, which clearly defines on the 
basis that that is something being done. … 
As has been said, Muslims have been discriminated against by companies when they have 
Muslim-sounding names. … The only way we will get away from that, as with the Race 
Relations Act 1968, is to have definitions that are purely actionable in terms of Muslim 
hatred. … 
We are not here to have a term for people to accept, with no real translatable meaning and 
which we cannot act upon. … We should make it clear that if people behave in such a way, 
somebody will call on their door and deal with it, and that if people do that through social 
media, somebody will look them up and call them to account. We want a definition that 
actually works, a definition that actually delivers for our people—not a definition that claims  
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“a fear of”, because I never agreed with that definition. … 
col 193WH Using the word phobia will damage us and it will not allow us to get what we 
want. … I want there to be a law against social media abuse … I want a law that deals 
with someone trying not to deliver a service to my constituents because of their name. I 
want a law under which people get recognition for the work they do, and are not targeted 
because their name is religious or Muslim. I want there to be no discrimination against 
them, and I want an ability to formally track, log and see that abuse. I am fed up of just 
having words. We are here to legislate, and that is precisely what I want to do. … 

 

col 194WH Imran Hussain (Labour): … I cannot speak in this debate without feeling a 
deep sense of frustration and disappointment because, since we last debated this issue, 
Islamophobia has continued to run rife in our society. It has continued to blight our 
communities and, sadly, has not got any better. Indeed, the campaign group Tell MAMA 
last year reported that the UK had seen a rise of almost 700% in Islamophobic incidents. 
Let us take a minute just to take that in: a 700% rise. … 
col 195WH At the heart of the issue is the normalisation of Islamophobia in our society. I 
accept the definition; I will not get into debates about a definition. The reality is the vile 
poison that has spread. We have seen the creation of a culture that tells people that it is 
acceptable to discriminate against, to persecute, to abuse Muslims because everyone else 
seems to be doing it. It has spread because it has been actively promoted in the rhetoric 
espoused in the media, and by countless public figures who reinforce over and over again 
a false narrative that Muslims are dangerous, and second-class citizens in our society. It 
has spread because it has been pushed and endorsed even by our own politicians—even 
by the Prime Minister, who thinks it is okay to describe Muslim women as “letterboxes” and 
“bank robbers”—as well as by many others who are in the public eye, talking down 
Muslims, treating us as a policing and social problem and promoting divisive policies that 
disproportionately target Muslims, such as Prevent. It has spread because society has 
normalised it, and that is the real problem. 
Indeed, the normalisation of Islamophobia has now reached the point where it has become 
so commonplace and trivialised that, even if we do not see an active discrimination against 
Muslims that manifests in the most extreme way as violence and a vitriolic hatred by racists 
and bigots, we still experience a bias against us that sees Muslims denied employment 
opportunities, taken less seriously, and talked down to, because it has now become so 
endemic and so institutionalised that it has become subconscious discrimination. … 

 

Afzal Khan (Labour): Two years ago, we had a general debate on Islamophobia in which 
I delivered the Labour party’s position. Sadly, two years later, no progress has been made 
and the Government have failed to take any action on Islamophobia. The APPG on British 
Muslims has worked tirelessly on creating the definition. My colleagues have already 
touched on the detail of accepting this definition. Many councils, 800 Muslim organisations 
and almost all political parties, including the Scottish Conservative party, have accepted 
it. However, two years later, the Tory party have shown that they are in pure denial of 
Islamophobia through their refusal to accept the definition proposed by the APPG and their 
failure to conduct an independent investigation or to appoint Government advisers on this 
issue. … 
col 196WH A coalition of more than 450 Islamic organisations, including 350 mosques and 
imams representing thousands of British Muslims, have boycotted the Government’s 
review of Prevent in protest against the appointment of William Shawcross as its chair. 
Shawcross has openly expressed hostile views of Islam and Muslims, including saying: 
“Yes, the problem is ‘Islamic fascism’”. Will the Minister urgently outline why the 
Government have appointed someone with Islamophobic views? … 

 

col 197WH Kirsten Oswald (SNP): … We cannot effectively deal with Islamophobia if we 
and others are not confident of what it means. That matters, because we need to develop 
that  understanding more widely.  People need to know what  Islamophobia is,  why it is a  
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problem, how it manifests itself, and, vitally, the impact that leaving this terrible stain on 
our society untackled has on far too many individuals in our communities. … 
… Peter Hopkins of Newcastle University … authored a powerful report on Islamophobia 
in Scotland, working with the Scottish Parliament’s cross-party group. … it would be a 
mistake to suggest that Scotland is some unique haven of tolerance, or that we, uniquely, 
are not affected by Islamophobia. … 
col 198WH I recently had a very useful meeting, along with my right hon. Friend the 
Member for Ross, Skye and Lochaber (Ian Blackford), with Zara Mohammed, the new 
general secretary of the Muslim Council of Britain. She is the first Scot, the first young 
person, and the first woman to hold that role. … 
On the same day that I met Zara Mohammed, I also met representatives from the Glasgow 
Jewish Representative Council and the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities. Those 
organisations have very understandable concerns about antisemitism, but were also keen 
to discuss working with Muslim colleagues, and shared concerns regarding Islamophobia 
and the impact of this intolerance on all our communities. … 

 

col 199WH Yasmin Qureshi (Labour): … Islamophobia has been rising in this country 
and in the western world at a very disturbing rate in recent years. Despite this, as we have 
heard today, there is still no accepted definition of Islamophobia. There are three million 
Muslims in the UK—almost 5% of our overall population. Despite Muslims having been 
present in this country as far back as the 16th century, many believe they are treated as 
the other. Islamophobia permeates all domains of our society. It threatens education, limits 
employment prospects and impacts everyday issues, including health, wellbeing and 
housing. It is time that we finally address the issue. …  
In May, the Singh report, resulting from an independent investigation into the handling of 
Islamophobia by the Conservative party, was published. It was a damning indictment of 
the discrimination rife in the party. It found that Islamophobia is a serious issue for it, and 
that the concerns had too easily been denied or dismissed. … 
col 200WH Many, including this Government, argue that Muslims are not a race. Of course 
they are not a race, but they are racialised when they are treated as having characteristics 
that mark them as wholly different. The question when it comes to racism is whether there 
is a set of attitudes and behaviours that are socially widespread and used to justify 
discrimination against a particular group. That is why it makes sense to call antisemitism 
and Islamophobia forms of racism. … 
col 201WH … the ask is simple: adopt this definition, which has been accepted by cross-
party MPs, national groups and hundreds of organisations. …  We need a definition 
because it will be a starting point for addressing the real issue of Islamophobia that we 
face in this country. … 

 

col 202WH The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government (Eddie Hughes): … As a man of faith, I firmly believe that 
Muslims in our country should be able to practise their faith in freedom. This Government 
have always been clear that they do not, and will not, tolerate anti-Muslim hatred in any 
form, and will continue to combat such discrimination and intolerance wherever it occurs. 
We have instituted some of the strongest legislation in the world to tackle incidents where 
people incite religious hatred, or are engaged in criminal activity motivated by religion. We 
have also supported Muslim communities in combating anti-Muslim hatred. We are 
supporting groups fighting anti-Muslim hatred on the ground, including through the places 
of worship protective security funding scheme … 
Following the Christchurch attacks, we funded faith associations to run 22 training sessions 
during, and prior to, Ramadan, to provide advice to mosque leaders on how to improve 
security. In November 2020, we awarded £1.8 million through the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government faith, race and hate crime grant scheme … We 
funded work in schools and with young people, including through the Anne Frank Trust UK 
and Solutions Not Sides; these two organisations, funded through our grant scheme, aim  
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to bring religious communities together to tackle prejudice and discrimination against 
religious groups from a young age. Today we announced the faith new deal … 
col 203WH We believe that the definition proposed by the APPG for British Muslims, 
although well supported, is not fit for purpose, and that, if adopted, it would create 
significant practical and legal issues. Islam is a religion that includes a wide range of races 
and thus stating, as the definition does, that Islamophobia is a type of racism is incorrect 
and conflates religion with race. … 
The findings of our survey suggest that the APPG definition does not have the backing of 
the community.” … 

 

Naz Shah: I would be interested to understand whether the IHRA definition accepted by 
the Government was accepted unanimously, by every single person, because there is lots 
of debate on that—yet, when it comes to this one, the Government have said what they 
have said. … 

 

Eddie Hughes: I am not sure whether the definition that the hon. Lady refers to was 
completely universally accepted, but it is internationally accepted—and therein lies the 
difference. 
As has been raised by the former commissioner for countering extremism and the 
Government’s current independent adviser for social cohesion, the APPG’s definition does 
nothing to address the issue of sectarianism or the right of minority Muslim groups such 
as the Ahmadiyya community, who may receive prejudice from other Muslim communities 
who do not agree with their views. 
Finally, the definition suggested may have negative implications for free speech. … 
col 204WH We remain committed to there being a robust and effective definition, and we 
will outline our steps to achieve that in due course. … However, we cannot accept a 
definition of Islamophobia that shuts down legitimate criticism and debate. Freedom of 
speech is the foundation of a healthy society, allowing for debate and disagreement 
underpinned by the values that bind people together—tolerance, equality and fairness. It 
is important that all have the right to speak freely and provide legitimate criticism. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-09-09/debates/B2667B41-FDA9-4BFD-
BCD3-AFD4AF5165FD/DefinitionOfIslamophobia  

 

The APPG report referred to above can be read at 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6
170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf  

 

The 2013 report referred to above can be read at 
https://mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/The-Muslim-Pound-FINAL.pdf  
 

The Runnymede report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.natcen.ac.uk/media/1488132/racial-prejudice-report_v4.pdf  
 

The Communities Secretary’s announcement, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-process-set-out-to-establish-a-working-
definition-of-islamophobia  

 

Prof Imran Awan and Dr Irene Zempi have published a number of recent reports on this 
subject. The research referred to above may be 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Religion/Islamophobia-
AntiMuslim/Civil%20Society%20or%20Individuals/ProfAwan-1.pdf  
and 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Religion/Islamophobia-
AntiMuslim/Civil%20Society%20or%20Individuals/ProfAwan-3.pdf  

 

The CPG report referred to above can be read at 
https://anassarwar.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Islamophobia-public-inquiry-report-1.pdf  
 

 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-09-09/debates/B2667B41-FDA9-4BFD-BCD3-AFD4AF5165FD/DefinitionOfIslamophobia
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-09-09/debates/B2667B41-FDA9-4BFD-BCD3-AFD4AF5165FD/DefinitionOfIslamophobia
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf
https://mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/The-Muslim-Pound-FINAL.pdf
https://www.natcen.ac.uk/media/1488132/racial-prejudice-report_v4.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-process-set-out-to-establish-a-working-definition-of-islamophobia
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-process-set-out-to-establish-a-working-definition-of-islamophobia
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Religion/Islamophobia-AntiMuslim/Civil%20Society%20or%20Individuals/ProfAwan-1.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Religion/Islamophobia-AntiMuslim/Civil%20Society%20or%20Individuals/ProfAwan-1.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Religion/Islamophobia-AntiMuslim/Civil%20Society%20or%20Individuals/ProfAwan-3.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Religion/Islamophobia-AntiMuslim/Civil%20Society%20or%20Individuals/ProfAwan-3.pdf
https://anassarwar.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Islamophobia-public-inquiry-report-1.pdf
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The Singh report, referred to above, can be read at 
https://singhinvestigation.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/Singh_Investigation_Report_for_download.pdf  

 

Information about the New Faith Deal, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/faith-new-deal-pilot-fund/faith-new-deal-pilot-
fund-prospectus  

TOP 

 

Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Arab States: Israel 
Andrew Gwynne (Labour) [43429] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of 
the likelihood of further diplomatic normalisation between Israel and Arab nations. 

James Cleverly: The UK warmly welcomed the normalisation agreements between 
Israel, Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, Morocco, and Sudan. These are historic 
steps which see the normalisation of relations between friends of the UK. We also 
welcome the suspension of plans for Israeli annexation of the West Bank - a move 
the UK has opposed - as it would have been counterproductive to securing peace 
in the region. 
Restoring cooperation is an important and constructive step towards peace, and 
shows both sides are willing to put the needs and security of both Israelis and 
Palestinians first. We need to build on this momentum through further dialogue and 
compromise to move towards a two state solution and a lasting solution to the 
conflict. The United Kingdom will continue to work towards a more peaceful and 
prosperous future for Israelis and Palestinians alike. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-09-06/43429 
 

Ebrahim Raisi 
Andrew Gwynne (Labour) [43427] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli 
counterpart on the election of Ebrahim Raisi as president of Iran. 

James Cleverly: The Foreign Secretary most recently engaged with his Israeli 
counterpart Minister of Foreign Affairs and Alternate Prime Minister Yair Lapid on 
29 July. We regularly discuss regional issues with international partners, and 
continue to support the security of our allies. Following the Iranian Presidential 
elections in June, we have called on the new President to set Iran on a different 
course, including putting an end to its destabilising activity in the region. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-09-06/43427 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Andrew Gwynne (Labour) [43430] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, with reference to the research study undertaken 
for the Department for International Development entitled, Value for money investment in 
people to people programming in Israel and Palestine, whether his Department has taken 
steps to conduct the further research using programme budgets and evaluations 
recommended on page 27 of that report. 

James Cleverly: We are taking forward relevant recommendations in the research  
 

https://singhinvestigation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Singh_Investigation_Report_for_download.pdf
https://singhinvestigation.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Singh_Investigation_Report_for_download.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/faith-new-deal-pilot-fund/faith-new-deal-pilot-fund-prospectus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/faith-new-deal-pilot-fund/faith-new-deal-pilot-fund-prospectus
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-09-06/43429
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-09-06/43427
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study undertaken by the Department for International Development "Value for 
Money Investment in People to People Programming in Israel and Palestine". We 
firmly believe a just and lasting resolution that ends the occupation and delivers 
peace for both Israelis and Palestinians is long overdue. That is why we support 
steps to increase understanding and dialogue between the parties that can help 
create the conditions for meaningful negotiations. We will continue to fund 
peacebuilding projects focused on Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
and have increased our focus on monitoring and evaluation within these projects. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-09-06/43430  
 

The study referred to above can be read at 
https://www.dmeforpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Jerusalem-PPC-Report-FINAL-1.pdf  
 

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Iran: Hezbollah 
Bob Blackman (Conservative) [37437] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of Iran’s 
(a) financial, (b) material and (c) military support for Kataib Hezbollah. 

James Cleverly: We have long been clear about our concerns over Iran's 
continued destabilising activity throughout the region, including its political, financial 
and military support to a number of militant and proscribed groups. We continue to 
support the security of our allies, including through our close defence partnerships 
across the Middle East and by working to strengthen institutions and build capacity 
in more vulnerable countries, including in Iraq. The Foreign Secretary recently 
visited Iraq to commit UK support for Iraqi efforts to tackle armed groups and militias 
seeking to escalate regional tensions. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-07-21/37437 
 

Iran: Terrorism 
Robert Largan (Conservative) [38471] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps the UK Government is taking to 
curtail Iran's destabilising activities through its proxy network of terror groups across the 
Middle East and North Africa. 

James Cleverly: We regularly raise Iran's destabilising role in the region at UN 
Security Council. We continue to support the security of our allies, including through 
our close defence partnerships across the Middle East and by working to 
strengthen institutions and build capacity in more vulnerable countries, including in 
Yemen, Iraq and Lebanon. 
We currently have over 200 EU sanctions listings in place against Iran, including 
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps in its entirety. We continue to support the 
enforcement of UN prohibitions on the proliferation of weapons to non-state actors 
in the region, including to Lebanese Hizballah (UNSCR 2216), Iraqi militia groups 
(UNSCR 1546) and the Houthis in Yemen (UNSCR 1701). The EU arms embargo 
on Iran remains in place as do UN ballistic missile restrictions on Iran. We are 
committed to working with regional partners, the E3 and the US to find a sustainable 
solution to Iranian proliferation to non-state actors in the region. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-07-22/38471 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-09-06/43430
https://www.dmeforpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Jerusalem-PPC-Report-FINAL-1.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-07-21/37437
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-07-22/38471
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Iran: Terrorism 
Brendan Clarke-Smith (Conservative) [41287] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of Iran’s 
(a) financial, (b) material and (c) military support for international terror groups. 

James Cleverly: We have long been clear about our concerns over Iran's 
continued destabilising activity throughout the region, including its political, financial 
and military support to a number of militant and proscribed groups, including 
Hizballah in Lebanon and Syria, militias in Iraq and the Houthis in Yemen. We 
regularly raise Iran's destabilising role in the region at UN Security Council. We 
continue to support the security of our allies, including through our close defence 
partnerships across the Middle East and by working to strengthen institutions and 
build capacity in more vulnerable countries, including in Yemen, Iraq and Lebanon. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-08-18/41287  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2875  
 
Charities Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2877  
 
Education (16 to 19 Academies) (Religious Character) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2946  
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2878  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 
Israel Arms Trade (Prohibition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3025  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3017  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2900  
 
Nationality and Borders Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3023  
 
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-08-18/41287
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2875
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2877
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2946
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2878
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3025
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3017
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2900
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3023
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Online Safety Bill (Draft) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-online-safety-bill  
 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2942  
 

Northern Ireland Assembly 
Organ and Tissue Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/legislation/2017-2022-mandate/primary-
legislation---bills-2017---2022-mandate/organ-and-tissue-donation-deemed-consent-bill/ 
 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Domestic Abuse Act statutory guidance (closing date 14 September 2021) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/domestic-abuse-act-statutory-guidance  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill (closing date not stated, but no later than 
23 September 2021) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2021/july/have-your-say-on-the-higher-
education-freedom-of-speech-bill/  
 
Dispute Resolution in England and Wales (closing date 30 September 2021) 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/1008174/dispute-resolution-call-for-evidence.pdf  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission Strategic Plan for 2022 to 2025 (closing date 30 
September 2021) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/our-strategic-plan-2022-2025-have-your-say 
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