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House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat) [HL11444] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
what discussions they have had with the government of Israel about (1) lifting the closure 
of Gaza, and (2) ending all practices intending to be collective punishment of the 
inhabitants of the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have serious concerns about the use of punitive 
acts against the families of Palestinians who have been accused of violent acts by 
Israel, including Israel's policy of demolitions to destroy the homes belonging to 
suspected Palestinian terrorists or their families. Such punishments, in all but the 
most exceptional of cases, are contrary to international humanitarian law. Officials 
from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have registered concerns about this policy with Israeli 
authorities. The UK also remains deeply concerned about the situation in Gaza. We 
continue to stress to the Israeli authorities the damage that their restrictions are 
doing to the economy and to the living standards of ordinary Palestinians in Gaza. 
There remains an urgent need for all parties to reach an agreement that addresses 
the underlying causes of the conflict in Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11444  
 

West Bank: Demolition 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL11449] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of reports that the government of Israel has charged 
Palestinians for the demolition of their homes by the Israel Defence Force. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are seriously concerned by increasing rates of 
demolition of Palestinian property by the Israeli authorities. In all but the most 
exceptional of circumstances demolitions are contrary to International 
Humanitarian Law. The practice causes unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians and is harmful to the peace process. The UK is focused on preventing 
demolitions from happening in the first place through our legal aid programme, 
which supports Bedouin communities and Palestinians facing demolition or home 
eviction  in  both  the  West  Bank  and  East  Jerusalem.  We  continue  to urge the  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11444


 2 

 

 

Government of Israel to develop improved mechanisms for zoning, planning and 
permitting in Area C for the benefit of the Palestinian population, including by 
facilitating local Palestinian participation in such processes. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11449  
 

Palestinians: Health Services 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL11451] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel about reports that 
Palestinians who have been shot by the Israel Defence Force are being denied medical 
care. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The long-lasting movement restrictions and the 
serious constraints imposed by the occupation can impact the provision of medical 
care. Under International Humanitarian Law, Israel, as the Occupying Power, has 
the duty of ensuring and maintaining public health in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs) to the fullest extent of the means available and with the 
cooperation of the local authorities. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raises the 
matter of access to healthcare with the Israeli authorities. We have also publicly 
and privately expressed our longstanding concerns about the use of live 
ammunition and excessive force by the Israel Defence Forces. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11451  
 

Jerusalem: Churches 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL11452] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of reports that an Israeli settler attacked Gethsemane Church 
in East Jerusalem; and what steps they are taking to protect Christian churches from any 
damage caused by Israeli settlers. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: UK Consul General Jerusalem visited the Church of 
All Nations in the Garden of Gethsemane on 7 December, following the attack on 
the church. The UK stands in solidarity with Christian communities in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and condemns all attacks on freedom of religious belief. Holy 
sites in Jerusalem hold particular significance for many groups around the globe, 
especially the three Abrahamic faiths of Christianity, Islam and Judaism. We 
condemn all forms of violence, including against places of worship, and raise this 
with the authorities when necessary. We also condemn any incidence of violence 
by Israeli settlers. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11452  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
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Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill     
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Introduction of a statutory opt-out system for organ donation for Northern Ireland  
(closing date 19 February 2021) 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/

	Contents
	Israel

