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House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Coronavirus 
Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat) [HL11443] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
what assessment they have made of the warning by the World Health Organization’s Gaza 
office that Gaza’s healthcare system could be overwhelmed by COVID-19. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK remains concerned about the ongoing 
humanitarian situation in Gaza and the impact of COVID-19 on an already fragile 
healthcare system. Recognising the severity of the situation, we were one of the 
first donors to provide funding to support the health and humanitarian response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). We have 
provided £1.25 million funding (the World Health Organisation with £630,000 and 
the United Nations Children's Fund with £620,000) to purchase and co-ordinate 
delivery of medical equipment, treat critical care patients, train frontline health 
workers and scale up laboratory testing capacity - mainly in Gaza. In addition, we 
are providing £2.5 million to the World Food Programme to provide food and cash 
assistance for the most vulnerable Palestinians to help alleviate the humanitarian 
situation. We have also contributed £1 million to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency's Emergency Appeal in the OPTs which will help provide emergency 
food to over one million food-insecure refugees in Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11443  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL11450] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of reports about recent remarks by Israel's Ambassador to 
the United Kingdom about (1) the Nakba, and (2) the displacement of Palestinians since 
1948. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Minister for the Middle East and North Africa met 
with the Israeli Ambassador to the UK on 15 December and reiterated the UK's 
position on the Middle East Peace Process, including our commitment to a two 
state solution with Jerusalem as a shared capital. The UK is clear that the status of 
Palestinian refugees must be agreed as part of wider peace negotiations. Until that  
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time, the UK remains firmly committed to supporting the UN Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) and Palestinian refugees across the Middle East. We support a 
just, fair, agreed and realistic settlement for refugees in line with UN Security 
Council Resolution 1515. In practice, this means that any such agreement must be 
demographically compatible with two states for two peoples and a generous 
package of international compensation should be made available. Following the 
1948 Arab-Israeli conflict, UNRWA was established by United Nations General 
Assembly Resolution 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949 to carry out direct relief and 
works programmes for Palestinian refugees. The operational definition of a 
Palestinian refugee is any person whose "normal place of residence was Palestine 
during the period 1 June 1946 to 15 May 1948 and who lost both home and means 
of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict". 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11450 
 

West Bank: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL11453] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the report by Yesh Din, Physicians for Human Rights Israel 
and Breaking the Silence A life exposed: Military invasions of Palestinian homes in the 
West Bank, published in November. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are concerned by the findings of the report by 
Yesh Din entitled, 'A Life Exposed: Military invasions of Palestinian homes in the 
West Bank'. We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its obligations under 
international law and have a regular dialogue with Israel on legal issues relating to 
the occupation, including the Israeli security forces' rules of engagement. While we 
recognise Israel's legitimate need to deploy security measures, we encourage them 
to deploy these in a way which minimises tension and to use appropriate force. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/hl11453  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/files.yesh-
din.org/Exposed_Life_2020/Exposed_Life_ENG.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
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Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill     
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Introduction of a statutory opt-out system for organ donation for Northern Ireland  
(closing date 19 February 2021) 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  
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