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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Coronavirus: Disease Control 
Mark Hendrick (Labour Co-op) [128629] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and 
Social Care, what assessment his Department made of the effect of cultural sensitivities 
on the implementation of covid-19 restrictions on days of (a) cultural or (b) religious 
celebrations. 

Nadine Dorries: The Government considers impacts on different groups of 
protected characteristics, including religious observance when making decisions on 
COVID-19 restrictions. The analysis and evidence is available at the following link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-health-economic-and-social-
effects-of-covid-19-and-the-tiered-approach 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-11/128629 
 

Coronavirus: Disease Control 
Christopher Chope (Conservative) [110731] To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office what reason the use of (a) religious and (b) 
sporting premises in England certified by Public Health England as covid-safe are now 
assessed as a risk to public health; and if he will make a statement. 

Penny Mordaunt: The UK Government’s approach to Tiers in England draws on 
the lessons learned from the range of interventions put in place across the four 
nations of the UK to date. There is clear evidence that shows the best way to control 
the virus is to limit opportunities for it to spread between individuals from different 
households. Although COVID-secure measures can be put in place to help mitigate 
the risk of transmission in different settings, they are unlikely to eliminate that risk 
completely. The restrictions on religious, and sports and leisure settings imposed 
in November were designed to further limit the risk of transmission. Details of rules 
set by devolved administrations are available on relevant web pages. 
The UK Government recognises the significant sacrifices that people of all faiths 
have made this year; restrictions have been in place over a number of religious 
celebrations and observances.  Communal  worship is  possible  for all  faiths  in all 
three tiers in England  and faith  leaders will  continue to play a key role,  consulting  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-health-economic-and-social-effects-of-covid-19-and-the-tiered-approach
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-11/128629
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on  how  to  make  religious  practice  as  safe as  possible.  Relevant  guidance  is 
available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-
of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-
safe-use-of-places-of-worship-from-2-december  
Gyms, sports facilities and leisure centres are open in all tiers in England. There is 
specific guidance for each tier. Further information may be found in the ‘sport and 
physical activity’ sections of each guidance publication, which are available here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-03/110731 
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Holocaust 
House of Commons Written Answer 

World War II: Genocide 
Imran Ahmad Khan (Conservative) [128316] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, 
what steps his Department has taken to ensure that students continue to benefit from the 
Holocaust Educational Trust’s, Lessons from Auschwitz programme during the covid-19 
outbreak. 

Nick Gibb: The Department has remained fully committed to Holocaust education 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. The Holocaust is the only subject named as a 
compulsory part of the history curriculum which ensures that young people from 
every background can continue to learn about the Holocaust and its relevance 
today. 
The Holocaust Educational Trust (HET) has adapted delivery of the Lessons from 
Auschwitz programme during the COVID-19 outbreak. Although in-person visits to 
Auschwitz have been suspended, HET has continued to support students and 
teachers in learning about the Holocaust by delivering resources, continuing 
professional development and events online. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-10/128316  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
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 3 

 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill     
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
 
Introduction of a statutory opt-out system for organ donation for Northern Ireland  
(closing date 19 February 2021) 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  
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