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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Hate Crime: Internet 
Ruth Jones (Labour) [910175] What recent discussions has [the Minister] had with 
Cabinet colleagues on tackling online hate speech and extremism. 

Victoria Atkins: The Government’s responsibility is to protect all people equally 
and we are challenging extremism in all its forms. 
We are committed to vigorously countering extremist ideology – making sure every 
part of government is taking action. 
This includes recent ongoing work on the implementation of the Online Harms 
framework to tackle hateful content. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/910175  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religion: Coronavirus 
Lord Hay of Ballyore (DUP) [HL11128] To ask Her Majesty's Government what financial 
support they have provided to religious groups during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Lord Greenhalgh: Government recognises the huge contributions places of 
worship and faith groups have provided to the response effort in supporting 
communities during the pandemic. We are only too aware of the financial impact 
the pandemic has caused to our places of worship and faith groups. 
In England, charity registered faith groups and places of worship have been able to 
access the range of government-backed financial support measures available 
during the pandemic. These include the Coronavirus Community Support Fund, 
Historic England’s Covid-19 Emergency Response Funds and the Local Authority 
Discretionary Grants. 
We regularly engage with faith groups through our Places of Worship Taskforce 
and faith roundtables and will continue to work with them to further understand how 
Government can further support their response to the pressures they face during 
this time. 
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-14/910175
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-07/hl11128 
 
 

UK Parliament Joint Committee on Human Rights 

Freedom of Expression 
Q1 Chair (Harriet Harman, Labour): … have you ever individually experienced a 
restriction of your freedom of expression that you feel was unjustified? 

 

Ruth Smeeth: I have held a series of jobs that have given me a privileged position. This 
time last year I was a parliamentarian, however, and many of you will know that I was 
subject to a great deal of abuse in that role, particularly as a Jewish Labour Member of 
Parliament. I do not think that my free speech was impinged upon, but only because I 
chose to ignore the abuse. My ability to engage on social media platforms was impinged 
upon. My ability to respond to my constituents and fulfil my job was impinged 
upon, because of the sheer volume of abuse that I was the target of then and continue to 
be a target of now. I had to develop other ways of communicating. At any level in society, 
you can have challenges with making sure your voice is heard. 

 

Chair: The price you paid for exercising your freedom of expression was death threats 
and all sorts of threats of violence. 

 

Ruth Smeeth: Threats, yes. … 
 

Alan Rusbridger (former editor of the Guardian): … British libel laws work in a way in 
which there is a reverse burden of evidence about things you know to be true but that you 
cannot necessarily prove are true. There were a number of cases where I would have 
wanted to publish something, and in the end, it was too expensive and too risky. We were 
quite bold. The situation for most local news publishers, especially nowadays, is that if 
they get a writ or a lawyer’s letter, that is it. They simply cannot afford to contest it. … 

 

Q2 Chair: … do you think that freedom of expression is generally under threat? If so, how? 
Also, whose freedom of expression is most challenged and on what issues? … Do some 
people have more freedom of expression than others? 

 

Ruth Smeeth: … I do think that freedom of expression is under threat in the UK, in subtle 
ways. It is all contextual. In a British context, it is under threat in terms of what we are used 
to. Compared with other countries, it is not. … 
We have an issue with academic freedom, which I am sure we will talk about later … 
We have a conversation happening in the House of Commons, and new legislation that is 
likely to come forward on online harms, which looks like it will set a different language 
classification for how we talk to each other offline as opposed to online, and a “legal but 
harmful” classification. 
We have seen the Scottish Government’s recent efforts to remove the concept of intent 
from hate speech law. 
We are seeing private dwelling exemptions and, as Alan Rusbridger said, we are seeing 
the impact of vexatious lawsuits across Europe but absolutely within the UK. … 
Who is being censored? If you have money or if you have status and privilege, you are 
less likely to be censored or you will find a way through. … Unsurprisingly, people who are 
poor, those who do not have the income to sustain either legal action or to ensure that their 
voice is heard, as well as those who have protected characteristics are more likely to have 
their voices silenced. … 

 

Q3 Chair: Does all speech, and do all speakers, require the same level of protection? … 
 

Jim Killock (CEO, Open Rights Group): … The online harms approach unfortunately 
plays straight into this. It is an attempt to depoliticise the argument but, in practice, it is 
repoliticising it in a way that we would not find acceptable if this was press regulation. … 

 

Q4 Lord Dubs (Labour):  …  We  have  in  the  recent  past  had  a  lot  of  new  terms  or  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-07/hl11128
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expressions such as “cancel culture”, “no platforming”, “snowflake”, “woke” and “hate 
speech”. Do these expressions help, or do they limit freedom of speech in a rather 
unfortunate manner? 

 

Alan Rusbridger: They are bits of shorthand and not very helpful shorthand. … 
… we are in the middle of a seismic readjustment of who has a voice. It is tremendously 
problematic, as it was after the invention of Gutenberg’s invention of movable type: there 
was a century of people trying to ban books they thought were unsuitable and deploring 
the fact that many more people had access to learning and publishing than before. 
So of course if you are going from a world in which a few rich people had printing presses 
to a world in which 4 billion people can talk to each other, it will cause a liberation of 
expression … 

 

Lord Dubs: Ruth, some years ago somebody stood up in the Lords and said that 
Hitler’s Mein Kampf should be banned—as it is, I believe, in Germany. What do you think 
of that? 

 

Ruth Smeeth: … Unsurprisingly, given that I represent a free speech organisation, I do 
not think that it should be banned at all. There are lessons to be learned. I 
also believe that it should be treated as an academic text for study. If we do not understand 
our history, we will never be able to stop it being repeated. … 

 

Q6  Lord Singh of Wimbledon (Crossbench): … Do you think that fears of being 
subjected to a public backlash are shrinking the range of opinions that people and 
organisations feel able to voice in public? 

 

Ruth Smeeth: … It is very difficult to assess how much of an impact it is having. It is a fear 
and a concern, but, given the volume of information and the level of debate that is 
happening every single day, it is difficult to determine how much of a chilling effect there 
is. … 
Having said that, we have to remember the types of technologies we are talking about. 
Just as we used to talk about how today’s newspaper is tomorrow’s fish wrapper, it is also 
the case online. Today’s Twitterstorm is typically forgotten tomorrow. … 

 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: Thank you. Do you believe all sections of the community have 
a fear of the same backlash or do some sections, communities or cultures have an ability 
to get away with things others do not? 

 

Ruth Smeeth: I do not think that anybody has the ability necessarily to get away with 
anything anymore. Unless you are aware of what has happened to someone else and 
unless you are aware of one of the controversial debates, you will not necessarily 
understand what you are getting yourself involved with in that context. It is your own 
exposure to some of the more challenging online issues. You could find yourself in the 
middle of something you had no expectation of. … 

 

Q8 … Alan Rusbridger: … companies like Facebook, Twitter and WhatsApp enable 
forms of expression that simply would not be allowed in repressive states. At the same 
time, you have absolutely hateful and lethal stuff there, too, which the social media 
companies ought to be doing more about. … 
… we cannot even agree what these companies are. Are they platforms or are they 
publishers? The Section 230 law effectively said, “You are just a platform. You are like the 
Royal Mail. The Royal Mail cannot be held accountable for the contents of every 
letter it publishes”. 
That seemed to work for about 15 years and then people said, “Oh come on. 
That’s ridiculous. You have to be liable”. Yet it is plainly impossible to make companies 
liable for billions of pieces of information a day. … 

 

Q10 Baroness Massey of Darwen (Labour): … There continue to be reports of people 
being no-platformed at universities. Do you think it is a widespread issue? Why is it 
becoming more common?  Are  there  any  simple  steps  you  would  support  universities  
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or government taking? 
 

Alan Rusbridger: … There is a problem with education about information generally and 
almost everything we have touched on so far today: how to spot fake news, how to know 
a good source, how to be sceptical about news, how to play your part in not spreading 
misinformation and the value of free speech itself. My experience of Oxford 
undergraduates is that they have not thought deeply about these issues. It has not been 
part of the curriculum. They come with fiercely developed ideas about identity, which is 
both good and bad, but when you start talking about the value and importance of free 
speech, they look a bit blank. … 

 

Baroness Massey of Darwen: Are they being influenced by people or organisations to 
no-platform people or are they just acting chaotically? 

 

Alan Rusbridger: No, I think they see that there are laws in place about anti-Semitism, for 
example, and about hate speech against people of colour. There are laws that protect gay 
people. They say, “Now I want to protect my identity. My identity is X. I feel threatened. I 
want a safe space. This feels threatening to me”. Again, you can understand that, but 
somebody ought to have told them by the time they are 18 and at Oxford about the broader 
theory of free speech and how free speech itself is the most potent weapon. … 

 

Ruth Smeeth: …  while the Government have committed and did commit in their manifesto 
last year to legislation on free speech, they have not issued a policy directive on free 
speech as they could have done. There are certain steps that I would advocate and I think 
we would all advocate before we bring more legislation in. These are cultural issues, as 
has been highlighted, and we keep trying to legislate and regulate culture rather than have 
a conversation about what we are trying to achieve and where the red lines 
are, especially with regard to academic freedom. … 

 

Q11 Baroness Massey of Darwen: Is academic freedom under threat from pressure from 
students or anywhere else? Should any academic topics be off limits for study? Can 
academic freedom inhibit some students’ ability to participate on an equal footing with 
others? … 

 

Alan Rusbridger: … I think we are coming to our senses and realising that society cannot 
work unless we have an agreed basis of facts and evidence. I am not sure that singling 
out universities as places that feel uniquely threatened is right. … 

 

Baroness Massey of Darwen: Should it be possible that some topics are off-limits for 
study? 

 

Alan Rusbridger: My instinctive answer is no. … 
There may be scientists who would say that if something is scientifically untrue, we should 
not be teaching it. I am sure there are exceptions in science. 

 

Ruth Smeeth: Yes. There are other issues we also need to consider like state actors and 
the impact that is having on academic freedom. There have been key issues at Oxford. 
We are seeing the impact of the Hong Kong national security law. The teaching of certain 
subjects, primarily in social sciences, is being forced to change because of the potential 
impact on Chinese students if they return home.…  
Also, the Government’s Chief Scientific Adviser for National Security, Anthony Finkelstein, 
has instructed universities to be “increasingly adversarially conscious”. They are worried 
not just about hacking and about protection of intellectual property on university campuses 
but about pressure that is being applied through soft power about what students should 
be taught. Some universities are reporting anecdotally that their foreign students have 
to report to their embassies once a month about what they are being taught at 
university. … 

 

Q12 Joanna Cherry (SNP): … do hate speech laws as they currently stand strike the 
correct balance between protecting individuals and allowing people to express their views? 
If not, how should they be reformed? 
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Ruth Smeeth: … We need to tidy up hate speech legislation so that there is consistency. 
Whether that is about making sure appropriate groupings are covered or whatever else it 
may be, we need a level of consistency. 
My concern, however, is overreach and the policy guidance issued to police forces, to 
judges and specifically to magistrates, to ensure that they understand their obligations 
under Article 10 and that free speech and free expression are also key. There is a great 
deal of focus—and I say this as someone who has been a victim—on the hate speech 
element but not on ensuring that there is balance. That is truly due to a lack of training. 

 

Joanna Cherry: What do you think about the police guidance on non-crime hate 
incidents? It appears that the College of Policing in England and Wales is advising police 
officers to log non-crime hate incidents against people. … 

 

Ruth Smeeth: I can understand why they are doing it if it is to demonstrate a long-term 
pattern of behaviour, as they would with incidences of stalking, which could escalate. I 
understand the logic behind it. However, it is being done without any real understanding 
of the impact of other key rights and protected rights under the Human Rights Act. … I can 
understand where these things come from, but they are not helpful in the context of 
protecting free speech. … 

 

Q14 Joanna Cherry: … do hate speech laws strike the correct balance between 
protecting individuals and allowing people to express their views? Do you think they need 
to be reformed in any way? 

 

Jim Killock: … the SNP’s legislation in Scotland at the moment … 
There is one particular aspect, which is to include the idea of stirring up hatred with 
insulting speech. Bringing the idea of insulting into what we consider hate speech is 
problematic. It is not a particular harm. It is a conceptual thing, which will be different in 
different people’s eyes. 
That mirrors the concerns we have with the current test of grossly offensive speech in the 
Communications Act. Again, should grossly offensive speech ever be the right test for what 
is unlawful? It currently is. 
Going back to the question of what the police do and when they intervene, there have 
been plenty of cases down the years where the police have considered something and 
have wondered whether particularly online speech has been sufficiently bad to pass hate 
speech tests. They worry that it might not pass hate-speech tests, so they explain to the 
person concerned that they may have broken the Communications Act for grossly 
offensive speech. Sometimes they even persuade the Crown Prosecution Service that that 
is the right way to take those people forward into the legal system. 
That is deeply problematic from two points of view. First, it is simply not the right test. 
Secondly, if there really is hate speech, to say that it is offensive is also wrong. If something 
is hate speech and is reaching thresholds of criminality because it is pushing genuine 
harm at people, it should be defined as such in law. They should not say, “It’s offensive 
and that’s why we are going to take you to court”. That is wrong. 
In that regard, the Law Commission’s work on the Communications Act recommended to 
get rid of the grossly offensive test and to replace it with something based on harm. … 

 

Q15 Joanna Cherry: As things stand, the offence of stirring up racial hatred can be 
committed by intent or where racial hatred is likely to be stirred up. For religious hatred 
and hatred on the grounds of sexual orientation, you have to prove intention to stir up. … 

 

Ruth Smeeth: One big issue here is that culture and language are evolving. Even abuse 
evolves. I can say that from personal experience. From “Jew” to “Zio” to whatever else I 
am regularly called online, language evolves. Therefore, the comments could be seen 
as acceptable words, but someone’s intent, how they are planning on using them and what 
they mean are key. The definition of hate speech needs to be consistent across all 
protected characteristics and include people’s intent and their use of language. 
I am concerned about the removal of the private dwelling element of the Law Commission’s  
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proposals. Lord Dubs mentioned Mein Kampf. If I were studying Mein Kampf and read out 
sections of that at home, my goddaughters were there and repeated it at school, I could 
get a knock on the door. There would have been no intent because it was my academic 
research, yet they would potentially have repeated something vile. We have to careful 
about how we are applying the law and that we are not ensuring the police are there to 
police speech because we have never wanted them to do that. … 

 

Q16 Joanna Cherry: You mentioned covering all the protected characteristics, because 
of course the law at present in England, Wales and indeed Scotland does not cover all the 
protected characteristics as listed in the Equality Act. Ruth, is it your view that it should be 
consistent across all protected characteristics? 

 

Ruth Smeeth: Yes. … 
 

Joanna Cherry: What is your view about expanding it beyond the currently recognised 
protected characteristics in the Equality Act? 

 

Ruth Smeeth: I have not seen hate crime data that would warrant that. 
 

Jim Killock: … You have to limit this to where it really matters. If you are not doing that, 
you risk bringing the whole thing into disrepute. … It is very easy to argue for protecting 
more and more and for criminalising more and more. That is a pressure we face from 
society all the time, but ultimately if that happens, we fuel the far-right extremists who want 
to make free speech their weapon to promote their victimhood. … 

 

Q17 Lord Brabazon of Tara (Conservative): … We have seen instances of people being 
reported to the police for speech that some people consider offensive, even when it is not 
criminal … Do you think the police are being brought into situations when it is not justified? 

 

Jim Killock: … the role of the state and the role of the police in particular, has been 
neglected. On the one hand, the police will step in when it is not warranted. I feel, but I do 
not have evidence, that a lot of the time that is because something has riled a particular 
local community, is very visible, the press and people on Twitter are getting concerned, 
and the police feel they need to intervene and attempt to intervene in that way but it may 
be that criminal thresholds have not been reached. The grossly offensive test adds fuel to 
the fire in those sorts of situations. More or less anything can be defined as grossly 
offensive if you try and the police feel they have the permission to do so. 
Where there is no obvious community concern, however, although individuals may be 
genuinely affected by threats or experience harassment they may not get the treatment 
they deserve because the police feel they are just spatting on Twitter. 

 

Q20 Baroness Ludford (Liberal Democrat): … What would be the most important 
change in law or guidance they could make to improve the exercise of freedom of 
expression? 

 

Jim Killock: I will put one forward. It is a really simple thing. The Human Rights Act lacks 
a degree of enforceability and does not give enough legal jeopardy to the Government 
across the board on human rights, but that is particularly stark in relation to free expression 
and privacy. … 
You can compare that with the way our privacy rights are protected in European law up to 
this point. European courts, courts in other countries, will just strike the law out: “That’s it. 
It doesn’t work with our values. It no longer exists or applies”. That should make a 
Government more cautious about what they replace a law with. First, it has to replace it 
because it has gone; the law needs to be replaced. Secondly, they have to make 
sure that the replacement does not simply get struck out again and would be much more 
likely to consider where the boundaries are. Under our current system, government can 
replace laws with laws that are equally incompatible and equally as likely to be stopped by 
the courts, so we potentially never reach human rights compliance. That is the change I 
would argue for. 

 

Ruth Smeeth: … I do not think that need more legislation,  but  one  policy  change  that I  
 



 7 

 

 

would like to see, and it is something that I have been advocating because of the online 
harms Bill, is digital citizenship training in schools. … We no longer have an offline world 
and an online world. They are completely intermingled … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/1387/html/  
 
 

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 
Online Harms White Paper: Full government response to the consultation 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/online-harms-white-paper/outcome/online-
harms-white-paper-full-government-response  

TOP 

 

Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Israeli Settlements 
Patrick Grady (SNP) [126910] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, if he will publish a response to EDM 1139 on Israeli annexation 
of Palestinian land. 

James Cleverly: We consistently call for an immediate end to all actions that 
undermine the viability of the two-state solution, including settlement expansion 
within the West Bank. As the UK made clear on 16 October, in a joint statement 
alongside France, Germany, Italy and Spain, we are deeply concerned by the 
recent decision taken by the Israeli authorities to advance more than 4,900 
settlement building units in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. I also expressed 
concern about settlement advancement in Givat Hamatos on 18 November and Har 
Homa on 25 November. We regularly raise settlements with the Government of 
Israel; UK officials raised settlements with the Israeli Ambassador to the UK on 18 
November. The UK's position on settlements is clear. They are illegal under 
international law, present an obstacle to peace, and threaten the physical viability 
of a two-state solution. Settlement expansion is also a counterproductive move in 
light of the positive developments of normalisation agreements reached between 
Israel, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126910 
 

The EDM referred to above can be read at 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/57718 
 

The joint statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/quint-statement-on-israeli-settlements 
 

The statement about Givat Hamatos referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministerial-statement-on-settlements-in-givat-hamatos 
 

The statement about Har Homa referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-response-to-settlements-in-har-homa  
 

UNRWA: Finance 
Christian Wakeford (Conservative) [127041] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what 
the Government’s policy is on long-term funding for the UN Relief and Works Agency. 

 

https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/1387/html/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/online-harms-white-paper/outcome/online-harms-white-paper-full-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/online-harms-white-paper/outcome/online-harms-white-paper-full-government-response
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126910
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/57718
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/quint-statement-on-israeli-settlements
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ministerial-statement-on-settlements-in-givat-hamatos
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-response-to-settlements-in-har-homa
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James Cleverly: The UK is a long-term supporter of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) which provides protection and core services to 
Palestinian refugees across the region. We have consistently been a top donor to 
UNRWA, providing £51 million in 2020. As announced on 26 November, in order to 
maximise our strategic focus in the use of Official Development Assistance (ODA) 
next year, the Foreign Secretary will lead a short cross-government process to 
review, appraise and finalise all of the UK's ODA allocations. Decisions on support 
for UNRWA will be taken as part of this process. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/127041  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/official-development-assistance-foreign-
secretarys-statement-november-2020  
 

Palestinians: Health Services 
Alistair Carmichael (Liberal Democrat) [126790] To ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs, with reference to the reported attack 
by Israeli forces against Palestine Red Crescent Society paramedics treating an injured 
man in Jordan Valley on 24 November 2020, what recent representations he has made to 
his Israeli counterparts to encourage prompt, independent and thorough investigations into 
and accountability for incidents of obstruction and attacks against health workers in the 
occupied Palestinian territory. 

James Cleverly: We condemn any incidence of violence by settlers against 
Palestinians. We continue to stress the importance of the Israeli security forces 
providing appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian population, and urge 
restraint in the use of live fire. In instances where there have been accusations of 
excessive use of force, we have advocated swift, transparent investigations. We 
welcome the efforts of Israeli authorities to address settler violence, and urge them 
to thoroughly investigate every instance to bring those responsible to justice. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126790 
 

Palestinians: Radicalism 
John Howell (Conservative) [126811] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 30 November 2020 
to Question 120022 on Palestinians: Radicalism, what assessment he has made of the 
implications for his policies in the event that the Palestinian Authority does not (a) remove 
material allegedly inciting violence against Israel and Jews from the school curriculum and 
(b) change the names of official Palestinian Authority schools reportedly named after 
terrorists. 

James Cleverly: The UK is concerned about allegations of incitement in 
Palestinian Authority (PA) textbooks. The UK does not fund textbooks in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. The PA is in the process of revising its textbooks 
and we understand that it has already updated Grades 1-6 and hopes to update 
the remaining textbooks as soon as possible. 
An independent review of the content in Palestinian textbooks led by our European 
partners is currently underway. The final report is due in the near future and we will 
study its findings carefully before deciding any next steps. We have also raised our 
concerns about school naming at senior levels within the Palestinian Authority and 
will continue to do so. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126811 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/120022  
 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/127041
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/official-development-assistance-foreign-secretarys-statement-november-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/official-development-assistance-foreign-secretarys-statement-november-2020
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126790
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126811
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/120022
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The following two questions both received the same answer 
Palestinians: Education 

Wayne David (Labour) [127490] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to help 
ensure that Palestinian Authority teaching programmes in receipt of support from UK 
development spending promote common values of peace, freedom, tolerance and non-
discrimination. 
Wayne David (Labour) [127491] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will take steps to help ensure that the 
Georg Eckert Institute review of Palestinian textbooks includes an assessment of 
compliance with UNESCO-derived standards of peace and tolerance in education. 

James Cleverly: The UK does not fund textbooks in the OPTs. The UK 
Government is concerned about allegations of incitement in the Palestinian 
Authority's (PA) curriculum. We have a regular dialogue with the PA in which we 
reiterate the need for both sides to prepare their populations for peaceful 
coexistence. We continue to urge the Israeli and Palestinian leadership to avoid 
engaging in, or encouraging, any type of action and language that makes it more 
difficult to achieve a culture of peaceful coexistence and a negotiated solution to 
the conflict. 
The EU is also financing a study of Palestinian textbooks against defined 
benchmarks (based on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation standards on peace, tolerance and non-violence in education). This 
review is currently underway. We have regular discussions with our European 
Partners on the review and we continue to encourage them to finalise the report as 
soon as possible. The UK will continue to raise our concerns about incitement in 
education, and Foreign Secretary raised this issue with the PA during his visit to 
the OPTs in August 2020. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-09/127490 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-09/127491 
 

Palestinians: Terrorism 
John Howell (Conservative) [126812] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 30 November 2020 
to Question 120023 on Palestinians: Radicalism, what recent assessment he has made of 
the (a) effectiveness of UK Government representations to the Palestinian Authority on 
that matter and (b) effect of the Palestinian Authority's practice of paying salaries to 
prisoners convicted of terrorist offences on the prospects for a peaceful resolution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

James Cleverly: We are clear that the prisoner payments system should be 
reformed and is one among many hurdles in the way of a peaceful resolution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The UK has made frequent representations to the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) on the matter, which have helped establish it as a priority 
of the PA to address. Coordination between the parties, suspended in light of 
Israel's threat to annex parts of the West Bank illegally, has now resumed. We hope 
that the parties will soon again be resolving the problems between them. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126812  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/120023  
 
 
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-09/127490
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-09/127491
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-08/126812
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-24/120023
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Medical Equipment 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) [HL11296] To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they 
have to provide more polymerase chain reaction machines and swabs to Gaza. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We remain concerned about the capacity of the 
Palestinian health system to cope with the increasing number of COVID-19 cases. 
We are aware of the temporary cessation of COVID-19 testing in Gaza on 6 
December and welcome reports from the World Health Organisation that further 
testing kits arrived in Gaza on 7 December and testing resumed. 
We have already delivered vital support to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories through £1.25 million in funding (World Health 
Organisation with £630,000 and United Nations Children's Fund with £620,000). 
This funding helped to provide over 20,000 testing kits, mainly in Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-09/hl11296 
 

Palestinians: Coronavirus 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10926] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
discussions they have had with the Palestinian Authority about plans to ensure that people 
in Gaza receive vaccinations for COVID-19. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK will deliver on its commitment to global 
equitable access to safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines through our commitment 
to the COVAX Advanced Market Commitment (AMC). The UK has supported the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) to be included in the COVAX. Lord Ahmad 
most recently raised this issue with Palestinian Foreign Minister Riad al-Malki on 
10th December and provided assurances that the UK will continue to coordinate 
closely with the Palestinian Authority to ensure vaccines are rolled out across the 
OPTs. 
The UK is the largest funder to the COVAX AMC with a commitment of up to £548 
million. This will contribute to 1 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines for 92 
developing countries in 2021, and immunisation for up to 500 million people 
(subject to vaccines successfully securing stringent regulatory approvals). 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-30/hl10926  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-12-09/hl11296
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-30/hl10926
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579
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Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
** Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill    
 

Scottish Government response to the Justice Committee Stage 1 Report  
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_JusticeCommittee/Inquiries/20201214_Hate_Crime_Bill_
SGResponse.pdf  
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
 
Introduction of a statutory opt-out system for organ donation for Northern Ireland  
(closing date 19 February 2021) 
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation  
 
Social Distance, Digital Congregation: British Ritual Innovation under COVID-19 
(closing date not stated) 
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/  

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_JusticeCommittee/Inquiries/20201214_Hate_Crime_Bill_SGResponse.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_JusticeCommittee/Inquiries/20201214_Hate_Crime_Bill_SGResponse.pdf
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/organ-donation
https://bric19.mmu.ac.uk/take-the-survey/
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