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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Students: Coronavirus 
Charlotte Nichols (Labour) [121031] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what 
plans he has to ensure that Jewish university students can return home to their families 
during the covid-19 outbreak for Hanukkah between 10 and 18 December 2020. 

Michelle Donelan: The safety and wellbeing of staff and students in higher 
education (HE) is always our priority. The government is doing all it can to minimise 
the risks to those working and studying in our HE institutions during this 
unprecedented situation, whilst mitigating the impact on education. 
On 11 November 2020, the department published guidance on plans for student 
movement at the end of term, outlining what providers should do following the end 
of the national restrictions on 2 December, and how this affects students, 
irrespective of their religious denomination. 
To ensure that students can be home at the end of the autumn term, but also reduce 
any transmission risk, the government is asking that students return home once the 
national restrictions have been lifted, in a “student travel window” lasting from 3-9 
December. This should be in line with specific arrangements put in place by their 
HE provider. 
The guidance on student movement at the end of term is available here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-reopening-buildings-
and-campuses/student-movement-and-plans-for-the-end-of-autumn-2020-term  

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-25/121031  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answers 

Faith Groups: Singing 
S5W-33296 Beatrice Wishart (Liberal Democrat): To ask the Scottish Government what 
consideration has been given to permitting faith groups to sing indoors while wearing face 
coverings, particularly those based in areas living under level 1 of the COVID-
19 restrictions. 

 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-reopening-buildings-and-campuses/student-movement-and-plans-for-the-end-of-autumn-2020-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-reopening-buildings-and-campuses/student-movement-and-plans-for-the-end-of-autumn-2020-term
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-25/121031
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Aileen Campbell: I recognise how difficult it has been for Scotland’s faith 
communities to be unable to come together and sing within their places of worship 
and understand the important role that singing has in congregational worship and 
supporting spiritual wellbeing. We do not want restrictions to last any longer than is 
necessary but must ensure that people who enter places of worship to undertake 
congregational activities will be safe. 
 Unfortunately we are currently advising that indoor congregational singing is 
avoided in all places of worship at all of the levels (0 – 4) specified in the Strategic 
Framework and irrespective of whether face masks are worn. This is because 
scientific studies indicate that singing is likely to generate a particular transmission 
risk, and there is an absence of evidence for the efficacy of face masks in 
suppressing this additional risk. The Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies 
(SAGE) report recommends that further research of the risk of transmission from 
singing and playing wind instruments is needed. 
In certain circumstances, it may be possible for professional singers to sing indoors, 
in places of worship located in local authorities with protection levels 0 & 1, provided 
additional mitigations and safeguards are in place in accordance with performing 
arts guidance. 
Where it is essential to an act of worship for an individual to sing or chant indoors, 
one individual (non-professional) may sing or chant behind a plexiglass screen 
without the need for a face covering to be worn. Any screen used should be cleaned 
regularly and extended physical distancing should be considered. 
Officials in Scottish Government’s Connected Communities Division work closely 
with faith group representatives from across Scotland on the provision of 
appropriate guidance on restrictions necessary for safe worship and the scope for 
removing or alleviating such restrictions as soon as possible. 
In the meantime, we appreciate your understanding and compliance with ongoing 
restrictions, which are vital to stay safe, protect others and save lives. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&
ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33296  

TOP 

 

Israel 
House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
The Marquess of Lothian (Conservative) [HL10522] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
what discussions they have had with the government of Qatar about the impact of the 
Israel–United Arab Emirates normalisation agreement, signed on 15 September, on a two-
state solution for Israel and Palestine. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We warmly welcome the agreements between Israel 
and Bahrain, and Israel and the United Arab Emirates. We welcome both the 
decision to normalise relations, as well as the suspension of plans for annexation - 
a move the UK has opposed - as it would have been counterproductive to securing 
peace in the region. The changing regional context and converging Arab and Israeli 
interests presents an opening to make progress on the Israel-Palestine issue. The 
UK is committed to making progress towards a two-state solution, and supports a 
regional approach to peace. The UK welcomed therefore the announcement on 19 
November that the Palestinian Authority and Government of Israel have agreed to 
restore cooperation.  Restoring  cooperation is an  important and  constructive step  

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33296
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-33296
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towards peace, and shows both sides are willing to put the needs and security of 
both Israelis and Palestinians first. We need to build on this momentum through 
further dialogue and compromise to move towards a lasting solution to the conflict. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-19/hl10522 
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Other Relevant Information 
European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) 

ECRI’s Opinion on the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism (adopted at ECRI’s 
84th plenary meeting on 2 December 2020)  
1. ECRI notes that there is currently no final and absolute definition of antisemitism. 

Academic discussions have reflected a wide range of different approaches, but without 
a conclusive result.  

2. In 2004, the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC, the 
predecessor of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency – FRA) encountered problems in 
accurately compiling data on antisemitic incidents due to the complete or partial absence 
of official state monitoring in this area. Guidelines for recording such incidents were often 
ambiguous if they existed at all, which led to under-reporting by police and other relevant 
authorities. Combating the growing problem of antisemitism in Europe was thus severely 
hindered by the absence of an operational definition which could adequately describe 
traditional forms of antisemitism, with their origins in racial, religious, economic, and 
extremist political theories, as well as various contemporary forms of antisemitism 
expressed as demonisation of Israel as a Jewish state but which masqueraded as mere 
anti-Zionism. In order to remedy the situation, the EUMC commissioned a working 
definition, which was agreed with representatives of Jewish organisations and the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). This working definition 
was not designed to be legislated, but to provide operational guidance to relevant public 
authorities. The EUMC working definition provided the basis for further work in this area, 
although it was not finally adopted due to the fact that neither the EUMC, nor its 
successor FRA, were standard-setting bodies but research agencies advising the 
Commission of the European Union.  

3. Subsequently, in 2016, the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) 
adopted the non-legally binding Working Definition of Antisemitism which is largely 
based on the previous work of the EUMC. This Working Definition has since been 
gaining increasing support in the international community and has been adopted by 27 
states (as of November 2020), including 23 member states of the Council of Europe, 
and been endorsed or recommended for usage by various international actors, such as 
the European Union and the United Nations Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Religion 
and Belief.  

4. However, there has also been criticism of the Working Definition. Inter alia, it has been 
argued that the Working Definition does not reflect a consensus within academic 
scholarship. Others pointed out though that the Working Definition was not designed as 
an academic exercise and should be understood as an operational tool. 

5. Another criticism is that the Working Definition is not suitable as a legal text for various 
reasons, in particular its lack of precision. Proponents argue that this was never the 
purpose or intention of the Working Definition and that it was explicitly meant to be a 
non-legally binding text that aims at providing practical guidance to governments to 
support them in their efforts to prevent and counter the different forms of antisemitism 
more effectively.1 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-19/hl10522
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6. Concerns have also been expressed that the Working Definition would regard all 
criticism of Israel as antisemitic and would stifle free speech, in particular in the context 
of protests against violations of human rights committed by the Israeli authorities. At the 
same time, the Working Definition states that “criticism of Israel similar to that levelled 
against any other country cannot be regarded as antisemitic”. 

7. In this context, ECRI has also repeatedly underlined that criticism of Israel cannot be 
considered per se antisemitic, as long as it is expressed in the same way as criticism 
against other states. ECRI strongly emphasises that any attempts to misuse the Working 
Definition and its examples to stifle, or stigmatise as antisemitic, legitimate criticism of 
Israel and its policies, in particular towards the Palestinian people and in the context of 
the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories, will jeopardise efforts to combat 
antisemitism and should therefore be rejected. ECRI must reiterate, however, that it is 
unacceptable when criticism of the Israeli government is used to stir up hatred against 
all Jewish people in Israel and elsewhere, including by allegations of a “Jewish 
conspiracy” at a global level. This image, which builds on century-old stereotypes, fuels 
resentment against all Jewish persons.2 ECRI has noted in its Annual Reports that 
surges of antisemitic hatred are frequently witnessed across many European countries 
in the wake of renewed violence in the Middle East. In the ensuing public discourse, 
insufficient emphasis is placed on the need to distinguish between criticism of the 
actions of Israel and the public expression of hatred of Jewish people and racism 
towards them in general.3 Jewish institutions, such as synagogues, community centres 
and cemeteries, are often vandalised, also in reaction to events in the Middle East. The 
view that attacks on Jewish persons and property could be considered as justifiable 
reactions to policies or actions of the Israeli government is, regrettably, widespread and 
not only held by members of extremist groups.4 

8. Keeping in mind the above observations, ECRI welcomes the non-legally binding IHRA 
Working Definition of Antisemitism in the sense that it aids and promotes a better 
understanding of antisemitism. Notably, the Working Definition is based on a concept 
that also includes various contemporary forms of antisemitism without trying to 
delegitimise criticism of Israel to the extent that the latter is held to the same standards 
as any other state. While not being a definition contained in an international treaty, or 
meant to be used in court proceedings, nor representing a universally approved 
academic definition, ECRI considers that it can be a positive tool and encourages 
Council of Europe member states to take it into account, in particular in the areas of data 
collection, education and awareness-raising. 
--------------------------- 
1 See also ECRI Annual Report 2018: § 17.  
2 ECRI Annual Report 2019: § 14.  
3 ECRI Annual Report 2014: § 13.  
4 ECRI Annual Report 2018: § 16. 

https://rm.coe.int/opinion-ecri-on-ihra-wd-on-antisemitism-2755-7610-7522-1/1680a091dd 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 

https://rm.coe.int/annual-report-2018/168094d6fe
https://rm.coe.int/ecri-annual-report-2019/16809ca3e1
https://rm.coe.int/annual-report-on-ecri-s-activities-covering-the-period-from-1-january-/16808ae6d4
https://rm.coe.int/annual-report-2018/168094d6fe
https://rm.coe.int/opinion-ecri-on-ihra-wd-on-antisemitism-2755-7610-7522-1/1680a091dd
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 

Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law (closing date 3 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/weddings/#weddings-consultation-paper 
 
** closes in 8 days 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  

TOP 
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