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Home Affairs 
See also the Westminster Hall debate “Covid-19: Freedom of Religion or Belief” in 
the Foreign Affairs section below. 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following four questions all received the same answer 
Immigration Rules: Religion 

Alexander Stafford (Conservative) [117406] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what recent discussions she has had with faith leaders in the UK on 
immigration rules. 
Alexander Stafford (Conservative) [117407] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what plans the Government has to review immigration rules for clergy and 
other religious people. 
Alexander Stafford (Conservative) [117408] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what assessment she has made of the effect of recent changes to Tier 2 and 
Tier 5 visa rules in relation to clergy and other religious people on the ability of people of 
religion to enter the UK. 

Immigration: Clergy 
Alexander Stafford (Conservative) [117409] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what recent discussions she has had with representatives of the Catholic 
Church on immigration routes for members of the clergy. 

Kevin Foster: This Government recognises the importance of faith across our 
communities in the UK and welcomes the value added by members of religious 
institutions from across the world. This is reflected in the two dedicated immigration 
arrangements which exist for Ministers of Religion and Religious Workers. These 
provisions will continue in the future immigration system and be opened to EEA and 
Swiss nationals. 
Faith leaders have a dedicated point of contact within the Department, who regularly 
engage on such topics to ensure the future immigration system works for the whole 
of the UK. I have also met with senior figures from the Roman Catholic Church to 
discuss their thoughts on the migration system. 
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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All immigration routes, including the two dedicated routes for religious 
organisations, are subject to regular review. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117406 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117407 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117408 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117409  
 

TOP 

 

Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Trade Agreements: Israel 
Alexander Stafford (Conservative) [117398] To ask the Secretary of State for 
International Trade, what progress she has made in discussions with Israel on an 
agreement for further trade co-operation beyond the trade continuity deal. 

Graham Stuart: I refer my Hon. Friend, the Member for Rother Valley, to the 
answer that my Rt. Honourable Friend, Minister Jayawardena, gave to the 
Honourable Member for Buckingham on 19 November 2020 to Question UIN 
909006. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117398  
 

Ranil Jayawardena: Britain's trading relationship with Israel is already strong, 
totalling £5bn in 2019. As my Rt Hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary said recently, 
we are now able to 'start scoping, probing for talks for a new higher level ambition 
trade agreement'. Next year's United Kingdom-Israel Trade and Partnership Joint 
Council - alongside our plans to host a United Kingdom-Israel Trade and 
Investment Conference - will drive forward these discussions to deliver significant 
benefits for British business. 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-19/909006  

 
Middle East: Peace Negotiations 

Gareth Bacon (Conservative) [118120] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the 
implications for his policies of the US Middle East Partnership for Peace Act. 

James Cleverly: The UK remains committed to making progress towards a two-
state solution. We welcome all efforts towards peace. We also support the growth 
of civil society in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, and efforts to 
improve the Palestinian economy. We will continue to monitor the International 
Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace, as it progresses through the US legislative 
system. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-19/118120 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Gareth Bacon (Conservative) [118121] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his 
international counterparts on the potential merits of increasing investment to support 
peacebuilding efforts between Israelis and Palestinians. 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117406
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117407
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117408
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117409
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117398
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-19/909006
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-19/118120
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James Cleverly: The United Kingdom remains a strong supporter of all efforts to 
promote peace. We believe that peace is best achieved through negotiations 
between  the  parties,  but  international  action  can  also  play  a  role  in  supporting 
progress. We remain in close contact with our international partners on ways to 
promote a just and lasting resolution that ends the occupation and delivers peace 
for both Israelis and Palestinians, which is long overdue. The UK continues to be a 
leading donor in the region, with UK aid helping to improve the lives of Palestinians 
and in support of the UK's commitment to maintain the viability of a two-state 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-19/118121 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

West Bank: Sports 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10402] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they plan to make to the government of Israel about reports that that 
government has ordered that the building of a sports facility for Palestinian wheelchair 
users in Salfit be stopped. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We recognise that Palestinians can face severe 
difficulty in securing building permissions for homes and infrastructure. We continue 
to urge the Government of Israel to develop improved mechanisms for zoning, 
planning and permitting in the West Bank for the benefit of the Palestinian 
population, including by facilitating local Palestinian participation in such processes. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-16/hl10402  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10403] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the letter sent by Gisha - the Legal Center for Freedom of 
Movement and Adalah - the Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel to the 
government of Israel on 8 November requesting (1) a halt to the Israel Defence Force's 
destruction of land in the Gaza Strip, (2) an investigation into recent incursions, and (3) 
compensation to Gaza farmers for the damage; and what plans they have to support such 
requests. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of the letter sent by Gisha - the Legal 
Center for Freedom of Movement and Adalah - the Legal Center for Arab Minority 
Rights in Israel to the Government of Israel. Reports of destruction of agricultural 
land is concerning and the UK raises with Israeli counterparts when necessary. We 
also continue to urge Israel to ease their movement and access restrictions on 
Gaza. While we fully respect Israel's right to security, the situation in Gaza is 
unsustainable. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-16/hl10403 
 

West Bank: Demolition 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10458] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
action they are taking, if any, to support Palestinians in the West Bank who have legal title 
deeds to their land from having their property and resources demolished by the 
government of Israel. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We consistently call for an immediate end to all 
actions that undermine the viability of the two-state solution, including the 
demolition of Palestinian property in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. In 
all but the most exceptional of circumstances demolitions are contrary to 
International  Humanitarian  Law.  The  practice  causes  unnecessary  suffering  to  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-19/118121
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-16/hl10402
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-16/hl10403
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ordinary Palestinians and is harmful to the peace process. Officials from our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv have repeatedly raised our concern about demolitions with 
Israeli  Ministers  and   senior  officials,   and  urged  them  to   cease  the  counter-
productive policy of demolitions, and provide a clear, transparent route to 
construction for Palestinians in Area C. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/hl10458  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10459] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of reports that the government of Israel has (1) prevented 
Palestinian farmers from reaching their land, and (2) subsequently used the lack of use of 
such land as evidence that the land has been abandoned and can be used to expand 
settlements; and what steps they are taking, if any, to support those affected. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are seriously concerned by the continued 
expropriation of land by Israel in the West Bank, including notably for settlement 
expansion. We regularly call on Israel to halt such counterproductive activity and 
instead urgently commit to creating a better environment for a just and lasting 
peace. Settlements are illegal under international law and undermine the physical 
viability of the two-state solution. We continue to call on Israel to improve 
Palestinians' route to securing building permissions for homes and infrastructure, 
including agriculture and farming, in Area C. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/hl10459  
 

UNRWA: Finance 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10457] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
steps they are taking, if any, in response to the statement by the Commissioner-General 
for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
on 9 November about that Agency's financial challenges. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is a long-term supporter of the United Nations 
Relief Works Agency (UNRWA), and we recognise UNRWA's unique mandate from 
the UN General Assembly to protect and provide protection and core services to 
Palestinian refugees across the Middle East. We are providing £51 million to 
UNRWA in 2020/2021. Reports that UNRWA may not be able to pay the salaries 
of its staff in full are very worrying. To that end, the UK is working with UNRWA and 
other donors to improve UNRWA's financial viability. This includes broadening 
UNRWA's donor base, encouraging the full disbursement of pledges and support 
through multi-year funding. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/hl10457 
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-23507 John Finnie (Green): End the Blockade of Gaza – That the Parliament notes 
the analysis in the UN report, Economic costs of the Israeli occupation for the Palestinian 
people: the Gaza Strip under closure and restrictions, which shows that the economic cost 
of Israel’s blockade of Gaza has reached $16.7 billion (US); understands that the same 
report also shows more than half of Gaza’s two-million residents are living below the 
poverty line and that most have no access to safe water, electricity or a proper sewage 
system; recognises that the report estimates that, without the blockade, the poverty rate 
would be significantly lower, and supports the report’s call for an urgent end to the 
blockade. 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&
ReferenceNumbers=S5M-23507  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/hl10458
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/hl10459
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-17/hl10457
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-23507
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-23507
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The report referred to above can be read at 
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/a75d310_en_1.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Israeli, Palestinian Leaders Must Uphold Responsibility in Realizing Two-State 
Solution, Secretary-General Says, Calling for Solidarity on International Day 
… As the United Nations marks its seventy-fifth anniversary, the question of Palestine 
remains distressingly unresolved.  The COVID-19 pandemic has decimated the 
Palestinian economy and undermined the already fragile humanitarian, economic and 
political situation in Gaza, further entrenched by crippling restrictions on movement and 
access.  Meanwhile, prospects for a viable two-State solution are growing more distant.  A 
host of factors continue to cause great misery, including:  the expansion of illegal 
settlements, a significant spike in the demolition of Palestinian homes and structures, 
violence and continued militant activity. 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders have a responsibility to explore every opening to restore 
hope and achieve a two-State solution.  I remain committed to supporting Palestinians and 
Israelis to resolve the conflict and end the occupation in line with relevant United Nations 
resolutions, international law and bilateral agreements in pursuit of the vision of two States 
- Israel and an independent, democratic, contiguous and sovereign Palestine - living 
side-by-side in peace and security, within secure and recognized borders, on the basis of 
the pre-1967 borders, with Jerusalem as the capital of both States. … 
Let us together resolve to renew our commitment to the Palestinian people in their quest 
to achieve their inalienable rights and build a future of peace, dignity, justice and security. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20454.doc.htm  
 
 

TUC 

The TUC stands in solidarity with the Palestinian people 
Today, on this UN Day of International Solidarity with the Palestinian People, the TUC is 
standing side by side with our sisters and brothers in their struggle for peace, justice, 
equality and an end to the illegal occupation of their land. 
Supporting Palestinian rights is a priority for the TUC.   
The ITUC rates Palestine as one of the worst countries in the world for workers, with no 
guarantee of rights due to a breakdown in the rule of law.   
Our work and policies in support of Palestinian rights and decent work are set out in an 
evidence-based report, ‘Justice for Palestine’ published today.    
The TUC calls on the UK government to:  

• publicly support ending the illegal military occupation of Palestine;  
• take firm action to ensure annexation does not go ahead;  
• speak out in support of protecting all Palestinian human rights, including the right to 

collective self-determination and the right of refugees to return;  
• recognise the State of Palestine and support genuine efforts towards a 

comprehensive, just and lasting peace based on a two-state solution, with 
Palestinians and Israelis participating as equals in talks. … 

The nation-state law, passed by Israel’s Knesset in 2018 enshrines discrimination, and 
the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has called on Israel to repeal 
the law or bring it into line with the relevant Covenant.   
Israel has been allowed to act with impunity for decades, and it now threatening to annex 
more Palestinian land. … 
 

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/a75d310_en_1.pdf
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sgsm20454.doc.htm
https://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/ituc_globalrightsindex_2020_en.pdf
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But arguably, annexation is happening on the ground anyway with, for example, Israel’s 
construction of the 700km-plus wall mainly built on Palestinian land. … 
The occupation has suffocated the Palestinian economy. … 

Despite business having an obligation to respect human rights under the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights, many are complicit and profit from the 
occupation and violations of Palestinian human rights – with some of these listed in 
the UN’s database.   
This complicity must end. … 
This injustice cannot continue.  
In solidarity with Palestinian people, the TUC supports a ban on trade with the illegal 
settlements, an end to arms trading with Israel, and suspension of the UK-Israel Trade and 
Partnership Agreement until Palestinian rights are respected.   
We encourage affiliates, employers and pension funds to disinvest from, and boycott the 
goods of, companies who profit from illegal settlements, the occupation and the 
construction of the wall.  
We stand in solidarity with the Palestinian people.  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.tuc.org.uk/blogs/tuc-stands-solidarity-palestinian-people  
 
Justice for Palestine 
https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-11/PalestineReport.pdf  

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 
Westminster Hall Debate 

Covid-19: Freedom of Religion or Belief 
col 468WH Fiona Bruce (Conservative): … In countries around the world, many 
marginalised religious and belief communities have faced intensified discrimination since 
the outbreak of covid-19. According to the UN special rapporteur on freedom of religion or 
belief, “Antisemitic hate speech has risen alarmingly since the outbreak of the COVID-19 
crisis”. Many faith communities have even been blamed for the virus. … 
The scapegoating of minorities during this pandemic is a truly global problem. According 
to the Institute of Development Studies: “In a significant amount of the nations which have 
encountered outbreaks of the novel coronavirus, politicians and opinion leaders have 
openly condemned religious minority populations under the guise of epidemiological 
containment, through hateful messages on social media, public speeches and official 
policies.” … 

 

col 472WH David Linden (SNP): … The pandemic has highlighted weaknesses and 
biases in legal systems and criminal proceedings. It has also underlined the degree to 
which religious discrimination is institutionalised—very much—in several legal systems. … 
There have been notable occasions when authorities have misinformed or concealed 
information from the public in a bid to portray a more positive national image or, indeed, to 
create conspiracy theories that have adversely affected certain religious communities. … 
col 473WH Concerns about the impact on freedom of religion or belief during the pandemic 
are legion. I remain extremely concerned that the Government have yet to appoint a new 
special envoy for FORB at the Foreign Office. … 

 

col 475WH Imran Ahmad Khan (Conservative): … The covid-19 pandemic has 
drastically altered how we work, interact with one another and enjoy our lives. The manner  
 

https://www.icj-cij.org/en/case/131
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/guidingprinciplesbusinesshr_en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/documents/publications/guidingprinciplesbusinesshr_en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25542&LangID=E
https://www.tuc.org.uk/blogs/tuc-stands-solidarity-palestinian-people
https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-11/PalestineReport.pdf
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in which we congregate in prayer has also drastically changed, causing some who have 
contacted me to question the state of freedom of religion in the United Kingdom. … 
Under the terms of  the present lockdown,  which will last until  2 December,  it is illegal for 
churches, mosques and any other places of worship to open for congregational prayer. All 
significant assemblies of people, however pious, whether that be at entertainment venues, 
sports halls or other arenas, have been severely restricted under the current measures. 
Together with all God-fearing folk who are respectful of the law, I am relieved that it will not 
be a criminal offence to gather for worship in the new three-tier system in England following 
the current lockdown. Regardless, I do not believe that the measures undertaken by Her 
Majesty’s Government can in any way be construed as representing an attack on the 
freedom of religion or belief. Rather, they represent restricted access to gathered worship 
in the interests of public health. Although that is certainly not normal, the essence of 
religion remains free. 
All people of faith should be united in the common belief that the only true way to worship 
and serve the Creator is to love and protect his creation. I would argue that the very act of 
following the Government’s guidelines, if the intention is to protect one’s fellow citizen, is 
in itself a meritorious act of worship. 
col 476WH During the height of the pandemic and the lockdowns, religious leaders 
transferred their sermons, prayers, studies and meetings to Zoom calls and other online 
video-conferencing platforms. Rather than access to religious services being limited, they 
have arguably become all the more accessible, and it is the same with a wide array of 
social interactions. Irrefutably, it has been neither the purpose nor desire of Her Majesty’s 
Government to exclusively target worship and religious houses in the fight against 
coronavirus. However, I appreciate that virtual congregation should never, and indeed 
could never, replace physical congregation or the feelings and experiences that mass 
gatherings bring to both an individual and the wider community. … 
The situation that we in the United Kingdom currently endure in our fight against covid 
bears absolutely no resemblance to the atrocities inflicted on religious minorities around 
the world. Freedom of religion here is enshrined and protected and has not been infringed 
by the state. Rather, temporary measures on access to places of worship have been 
regrettably implemented to control the spread of covid-19. Religious leaders, churches, 
synagogues, gurdwaras, temples, mosques and other places of worship have already 
proven their ability to provide a vital spiritual service to their congregation during the first 
lockdown through the use of technology. 
I pray for the day when all the restrictions are lifted and worship can return to normal in the 
UK, and that all people, wherever they live in the world, are soon able, like us, to take as 
a given their right to live, work and worship as they choose without threat or fear. … 

 

col 478WH Danny Kruger (Conservative): … We closed churches through the lockdown, 
and I regret that. We effectively abolished the freedom of assembly throughout the country, 
and in all institutions. Okay, fair enough. We only overturned freedoms that were won 400 
years ago, in that instance—but in closing churches we overturned the foundation of our 
constitution itself, which was laid 800 years ago. The first line of Magna Carta … is that 
the church in England shall be free. I suggest that it was unconstitutional for the 
Government to pass a law ordering the closure of churches for collective worship. … 
I note in passing that in answer to a written question from my right hon. Friend the Member 
for Gainsborough (Sir Edward Leigh) earlier this month, the Government said that shutting 
churches was justified under article 2 of the European convention on human rights—that 
the right to life, interpreted as the right to health, justified the closure of churches. I am 
sorry that the ECHR has been held to trump Magna Carta. 
I interpret what has happened differently. I think that churches shut voluntarily and were 
under no compulsion to do so. I respect the decision that they made to shut voluntarily, for 
the sake of closing down the pandemic. … However, the principle that churches can 
remain open is vital — and I obviously extend  that to all faith groups,  and all communities  
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of faith in this country. … 
 

David Linden: … it should be put on  record as well  that we are  reminded that  when two 
or more are gathered, he shall be present. The four walls of a church are just a building. 
When we come together in fellowship, whether that is by Zoom or on the telephone, we 
can still worship God.  

 

Danny Kruger: I recognise that. The Holy Scripture was written for the age of Zoom. There 
is a sense that the church is the body of Christ, which is the people. However, it is 
established doctrine that the body consists of people gathering together. I appreciate that 
“two or three” gathered together is sufficient, according to the Bible, but I feel that the 
principle of collective worship being physical and the body of Christ being allowed to 
gather, in physical form, is part of our constitutional foundations. … 

 

col 480WH Stephen Doughty (Labour Co-op): … Faith and religious communities have 
on the whole responded with responsibility, care and compassion to the pandemic at home 
and abroad. Responding to the Bishop of Winchester on 11 November, Baroness Sugg 
said faith groups “have been incredible in their response to Covid-19. They are among the 
first to respond and can play an effective role in bringing about the behaviour change 
essential to slowing the spread of Covid and reducing infection and illness.”—[Official 
Report, House of Lords, 11 November 2020; Vol. 807, c. 1025.] … 
There has also been an impact on clergy. I know that will be felt by the leaders in many 
other faiths around the world. There is increased burn-out and stress as they seek to 
respond to the needs of their communities. … 
I have had some difficult conversations in my constituency with churches and other faith 
organisations, but … there is a stark difference between what we see in this country and 
what we see abroad, from the wider threat of violence to the use of blasphemy laws. In 
many other countries, covid-19 restrictions have regrettably been manipulated to oppress 
religious minorities. … We have also seen antisemitism at the heart of many of the 
conspiracy theories about covid-19 in this country and abroad. … 
col 481WH The necessary restrictions in the UK because of the coronavirus pandemic 
have meant difficult times around Easter, Ramadan, the Jewish high holidays and Diwali. 
People are now thinking about how they might celebrate Christmas and Hanukkah in 
limited circumstances. We all face challenges, but in far too many places globally, 
necessary limitations have been superseded by discriminatory and oppressive measures, 
using public health to cover up persecution and the whipping up of hatred. … 

 

col 482WH The Minister for Asia (Nigel Adams): … Let me take this opportunity to 
reaffirm our unwavering commitment to championing freedom of religion or belief for all 
and to promoting respect between different religious and non-religious communities. … 
Religious intolerance and persecution are often at the heart of foreign and development 
policy challenges. Where freedom of religion or belief is under attack, other human rights 
are also threatened. … 
col 483WH The pandemic has undoubtedly brought out the best in many religious and 
belief communities around the world. We have seen remarkable acts of kindness, not least 
in the UK, including enhanced efforts to care for the vulnerable and actively sharing 
credible advice on health and safety precautions. Notwithstanding the overwhelmingly 
positive example set by many communities, we remain deeply concerned by the severity 
and scale of violations and abuses of freedom of religion or belief in many parts of the 
world, as has been raised by hon. Members today, including a worrying increase in hate 
speech and the rising conspiracy theories that certain faiths or beliefs are to blame for the 
pandemic. We have heard examples of that today. Such incidents are completely 
unacceptable. The United Kingdom will continue to refute those divisive and harmful 
claims. No one should suffer in the pandemic because of their faith. … 
Just over a fortnight ago, we demonstrated our concern about the rise of antisemitism, 
which has been  mentioned today,  and other forms of discrimination  in the wake of covid,  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-11-11/debates/29C04FA1-1E9F-4E6B-8D32-8994443B2419/Covid-19ForeignAid#contribution-A603D825-2548-4D39-A019-FBAAEF776A6A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-11-11/debates/29C04FA1-1E9F-4E6B-8D32-8994443B2419/Covid-19ForeignAid#contribution-A603D825-2548-4D39-A019-FBAAEF776A6A
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in our statement to the UN General Assembly. … 
We will continue to use our influential voice to raise freedom of religion or belief at the UN, 
including urging the international community to work together to face the challenges 
presented by the pandemic. We have also issued a joint statement with the International 
Religious Freedom or Belief Alliance, calling on states to ensure that any restrictions to 
the right to freedom of religion or belief are necessary, proportionate and time-limited to 
protect public health. … 
col 488WH The effects of the pandemic have been overwhelming and far-reaching, and 
will continue to have an impact on our lives for some time to come. As a longstanding 
champion of human rights and freedoms, the UK has a duty to defend our values of 
equality, inclusion and respect at home and abroad. … I assure the House that the 
Government will do just that: whatever obstacles lay in our path, we will continue to raise 
awareness of those who are persecuted for what they believe, stand up for the rights of 
minority communities around the world and defend the right to freedom of religion or belief 
for everyone everywhere. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-11-26/debates/33E19414-B2EA-4958-
AC19-DBF68FFD1F91/Covid-19FreedomOfReligionOrBelief  

 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.state.gov/covid-19-and-religious-minorities-pandemic-statement/  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-11-26/debates/33E19414-B2EA-4958-AC19-DBF68FFD1F91/Covid-19FreedomOfReligionOrBelief
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-11-26/debates/33E19414-B2EA-4958-AC19-DBF68FFD1F91/Covid-19FreedomOfReligionOrBelief
https://www.state.gov/covid-19-and-religious-minorities-pandemic-statement/
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Ethnic disparities and inequality in the UK (closing date 30 November 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-
call-for-evidence/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-call-for-evidence 
 
** closes in 4 days 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law (closing date 3 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/weddings/#weddings-consultation-paper 
 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-call-for-evidence/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-call-for-evidence/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-call-for-evidence
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/weddings/#weddings-consultation-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/
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