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Home Affairs 
Department of Health and Social Care 

COVID-19: updated guidance for arranging or attending a funeral during the 
coronavirus pandemic 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-a-funeral-
during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-a-funeral-during-the-
coronavirus-pandemic  
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Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Stephen Morgan (Labour) [115804] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what support his Department is providing to 
coexistence projects in Israel and Palestine. 

James Cleverly: UK aid has recently funded a £3 million people-to-people 
programme, that brought together Israelis and Palestinians to cooperate on issues 
that can have a positive impact on communities, improve understanding between 
people on both sides of the conflict, and help build support for a peaceful, 
negotiated resolution. The programme included a research component that will help 
inform any future work in this area. 
Also, the UK funds peacebuilding projects in Israel as part of its Conflict, Stability 
and Security Fund Middle East Peace Process portfolio. One such project works 
with Jewish and Muslim religious communities, supporting them to develop joint 
peacebuilding initiatives. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-16/115804  
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Israel: Palestinians 
Stephen Morgan (Labour) [115805] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to support 
the creation of the International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace. 

James Cleverly: The International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace is a concept 
generated by the Alliance for Middle East Peace. The UK's three-year £3 million 
people-to-people programme had similar aims of bringing together individuals from 
both sides of the conflict to build understanding and build support for a just and 
peaceful political solution. 
While the UK supports the concept that lies behind the International Fund we have 
no plans to commit financial support at this stage. We will, however, continue to 
engage with the Alliance for Middle East Peace. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-16/115805   
 

Palestinians: Schools 
Nicola Richards (Conservative) [92026] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to scrutinise 
the Palestinian Authority's newly released educational curriculum. 

James Cleverly: Following UK calls for action, the EU commissioned the Georg 
Eckert Institute, a specialist textbook analysis centre, to undertake a robust, 
impartial review of Palestinian textbooks. This review is ongoing, and the final report 
is not due until the end of 2020. We will study its findings carefully before deciding 
any next steps. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-13/92026  
 

Palestinians: Radicalism 
John Howell (Conservative) [117220] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the 
Palestinian Authority on the glorification of martyrdom among some sections of Palestinian 
society. 

James Cleverly: Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to adhere to the principle of non-
violence and to tackle any language and actions that could incite violence or hatred. 
We have a regular dialogue with the Palestinian Authority in which we reiterate the 
need for both sides to prepare their populations for peaceful coexistence, including 
by promoting a more positive portrayal of each other. We continue to urge the Israeli 
and Palestinian leadership to avoid engaging in, or encouraging, any type of action 
and language that makes it more difficult to achieve a culture of peaceful 
coexistence and a negotiated solution to the conflict. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117220  
 

Palestinians: Terrorism 
John Howell (Conservative) [117221] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his 
international counterparts on the Palestinian Authority’s practice of paying salaries to 
prisoners convicted of terrorist offences. 

James Cleverly: We have raised the need for reform at the highest levels of the 
Palestinian Authority, including when the Foreign Secretary visited the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories in August 2020.  
No UK aid is used for payments to prisoners or their families. The UK has robust 
controls against fraud and the diversion of aid to ensure UK aid reaches the 
intended beneficiaries. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117221 
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Turkey: Hamas 
Bob Blackman (Conservative) [117240] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Turkish 
counterpart on reports that Turkey has granted citizenship to senior Hamas operatives. 

Wendy Morton: We are aware of reports about the granting of Turkish citizenship 
to Hamas figures. Hamas continues to pose a threat to Israel and Israeli civilians. 
The UK is clear that Hamas' failure to renounce violence and recognise Israel 
remains a significant barrier to peace. We continue to call upon Hamas to end 
permanently their incitement and indiscriminate attacks against Israel. The UK 
retains a policy of no contact with Hamas, in its entirety. Hamas' military wing has 
been proscribed as a terrorist organisation by the UK since 2001. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-18/117240 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Europe Asia Pipeline Company 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL10138] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made, if any, of the environmental impact of the proposed plan by 
the Europe Asia Pipeline Company to store and transport oil and distillates from the UAE 
to Europe. 

Lord Callanan: We welcome the normalisation of relations between Israel and the 
United Arab Emirates. We are aware of the preliminary agreement subsequently 
announced on 20 October between companies in both countries to collaborate in 
the storage and transfer of oil and oil products through the Europe Asia Pipeline 
Company’s (EAPC) infrastructure. Her Majesty’s Government is not a party to this 
commercial deal. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-09/hl10138 
 

Hamas: Immigration Controls 
Baroness Eaton (Conservative) [HL10060] To ask Her Majesty's Government, following 
reports that senior members of Hamas have been awarded Turkish citizenship, what plans 
they have to ensure UK Border Control and Home Office officials are appraised of the 
identity of any Hamas members recently awarded Turkish citizenship with the right to 
travel, with a view to preventing their entry into the United Kingdom. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Those who obtain Turkish citizenship do not have 
the right to travel freely to the UK, they are subject to the requirement to obtain a 
visa for travel. We can, and do, refuse visas on grounds on national security and 
exclude terrorists from obtaining clearance to travel to the UK. This is achieved 
through a suite of security checks. 
100 percent of scheduled passengers arriving at the border are checked against 
our security systems. The majority of these are checked against our systems before 
they even travel, through the collection of advanced passenger information (API). 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-11-09/hl10060 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Animal Welfare (Sentencing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2622  
 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2592 
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2579  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2621  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2608  
 
Marriage (Approved Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2537  
 
Marriage (Authorised Belief Organisations) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2795  
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2584  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Domestic Abuse (Protection) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/domestic-abuse-protection-scotland-bill  
 
** Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/hate-crime-and-public-order-scotland-bill   
 

Justice Committee, Stage 1 evidence session 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12954&i=117092#ScotParlOR 
 
Post-mortem Examinations (Defence Time Limit) (Scotland) Bill 
https://beta.parliament.scot/bills/post-mortem-examinations-defence-time-limit-scotland-bill 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Ethnic disparities and inequality in the UK (closing date 30 November 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-
call-for-evidence/ethnic-disparities-and-inequality-in-the-uk-call-for-evidence 
 
** closes in 9 days 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law (closing date 3 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/weddings/#weddings-consultation-paper 
 
Independent Faith Engagement Review (closing date 11 December 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-
for-evidence/independent-faith-engagement-review-call-for-evidence  
 
Hate crime laws (closing date 24 December 2020) 
https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/hate-crime/  
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