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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Charities: Coronavirus 
Sarah Owen (Labour) [34410] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government, what steps the Government is taking to support charities and faith 
organisations who rely on donations from the public to pay for (a) charity work and (b) 
overheads of religious buildings, during the covid-19 outbreak. 

Luke Hall: Faith communities have a long history of service supporting many of the 
most vulnerable members of our society. The rapid response during the current 
pandemic has been no different. We value the work being done to support those in 
need.   
We recognise that, like those in the private sector, charities and faith organisations 
are under significant strain as a result of COVID-19. Charities can access many of 
the support measures the Chancellor has announced for businesses, including 
deferring their VAT bills, paying no business rates on charity shops next year, and 
furloughing staff where possible with the Government paying 80 per cent of their 
wages. Further details can be found at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-
during-coronavirus-covid-19 
On 8 April the Chancellor outlined a £750 million package of support for frontline 
charities across the UK responding to the Covid-19 crisis. We are continuing to 
engage with cross government colleagues on the details of this funding package 
and more details will be released in the coming days. 
We will continue to engage with the sector to maintain a complete picture of the 
impact of coronavirus to better understand how we can support them to respond to 
the pressures they may be facing. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2020-03-24/34410/ 
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Cabinet Office 

Information for the Bereaved: Coronavirus (COVID 19) 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/880807/Bereavement-Leaflet-digital.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Assisted Dying Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/assisteddying.html 
 
Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/divorcedissolutionandseparation.html  
 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/educationassemblies.html  
 
Genocide Determination Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/genocidedeterminationbill.html 
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/marriageact1949amendment.html 
 
Marriage and Civil Partnership (Minimum Age) Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/marriageandcivilpartnershipminimumage.html 
 

Scottish Parliament 
Civil Partnership (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/112997.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Amendments to the organ donation regulations (Wales) (closing date 30 April 2020) 
https://gov.wales/amendments-organ-donation-regulations 
 
Regulating Independent Educational Institutions (closing date 8 May 2020) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/regulating-independent-education-institutions/ 
 
Protecting places of worship (closing date 10 May 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/protecting-places-of-worship-consultation 
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