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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Prevention and Suppression of Terrorism 
col 280 The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Sajid Javid):  I beg to move, 
That the draft Terrorism Act 2000 (Proscribed Organisations) (Amendment) Order 2019, 
which was laid before this House on 25 February, be approved. … 
Proscription is a vital tool to help us to disrupt terrorist networks and those who support 
them. …  We cannot and we will not ignore acts of terror that are committed overseas. To 
do so would make us all less secure. We must send a strong message to our citizens and 
the world that we will never condone terrorism, and that the warped ideologies of these 
ruthless groups have absolutely no place in our society. 

 

Robert Halfon (Conservative): …  The banning of Hezbollah is not before time. What 
happens if these groups rebadge themselves under a different name, and what action 
would he take? 

 

Sajid Javid: …  If that does happen, we will bring a relevant order to Parliament, as we 
did recently with another terrorist group that had previously been proscribed. … 

 

Ian Paisley (DUP):  …  will the Secretary of State be prepared to extend this motion to 
include members of the Muslim Brotherhood? 

 

Sajid Javid: …  All I would say is that we keep the whole of area of terrorism and groups, 
and which ones are active, under review. Should we feel that we need to come back to 
Parliament with a further order, we would not hesitate in doing that. … 

 

col 281 Andrew Percy (Conservative): …  Let us be clear about Hezbollah: it is a group 
that promotes Jew hate. It promotes murder and it will never, in any circumstances, 
recognise the only democratic state in the middle east. In that context, does my right hon. 
Friend share my surprise and confusion over why the Opposition Front Benchers cannot 
support the proscription of a group that promotes murder and racism? 

 

Sajid Javid: … I obviously cannot speak for the views of the official Opposition. … 
 

Stephen Crabb (Conservative): …  does he agree that this is not just about sending the 
important message that there is no safe space for terror groups on British soil, but about 
the practical impact of the measure in front of us tonight, which is to shut down fundraising 
activities and ensure that support for terror in this country is closed down? 
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Sajid Javid:  My right hon. Friend is absolutely right. … 
This is why I am laying this order to proscribe Hezbollah in its entirety and crack down on 
several other terror organisations. Subject to the will of Parliament, this order will make 
membership of any part of Hezbollah a criminal offence in the UK. It will give police the 
power to tackle those who fly its gun-emblazoned flag on our streets, inflaming community 
tensions. It will give us more power to disrupt the activity of an organisation who are 
committed to armed combat, who violently oppose the Israeli people, who destabilised a 
fragile middle east, who helped to prolong the brutal Syrian conflict, and whose attacks 
have reached into Europe. We will not hesitate to proscribe groups where they pose a 
terrorist threat. … 

 

col 282 Zac Goldsmith (Conservative): …  The statement that I have seen from the 
Opposition makes a distinction between the political and military wings of Hezbollah and 
demands proof that the so-called political wing falls foul of proscription criteria. Will he 
confirm that Hezbollah itself makes no such distinction, which is entirely plastic and 
artificial? They are one and the same. 

 

Sajid Javid: …  It is fair to say that Hezbollah itself laughs at that distinction—it mocks it. 
It does not understand why some countries continue to make this artificial distinction. … 

 

Ivan Lewis (Independent): …  Does he agree with me that it is one thing to engage with 
terrorists in an attempt to get them to renounce violence and pursue entirely political aims, 
and quite another to engage with them to show solidarity with them and support for them? 
Does he agree that, on occasions such as this, hon. Members who have done that in the 
past should take every opportunity they can to apologise, not hide? 

 

Sajid Javid: I very much agree with the hon. Gentleman … He is absolutely right: if there 
are hon. Members—perhaps there are—who in the past have thought of Hezbollah in a 
positive light, today is a fresh opportunity for them to demonstrate that they stand against 
terrorism in all its forms, whether Hezbollah or any of the other organisations that I will be 
proscribing today. 

 

John Howell (Conservative):  Is it not the truth that there is not the slightest shred of 
evidence, after decades of European and British contact, that Hezbollah has in any way 
moderated? It is still one, official group. 

 

Sajid Javid: … It is quite clear from open source reporting that Hezbollah has been 
involved, for example, on the side of the Syrian regime in the Syrian conflict. That has led 
to countless deaths, and it continues to do so in that most horrid conflict. … 
col 283  The proscription order …  will ban three groups that I deem a threat to this country. 
First, there is Hezbollah, also known as “the party of God”. The order extends the 
proscription of Hezbollah’s military wing to cover the group in its entirety. There have long 
been calls to ban the whole group, with the distinction between the two factions derided 
as smoke and mirrors. Hezbollah itself has laughed off the suggestion that there is a 
difference. I have carefully considered the evidence and I am satisfied that they are one 
and the same, with the entire organisation being linked to terrorism. 
As I am sure hon. Members are aware, Hezbollah is committed to armed resistance to the 
state of Israel. It has the largest non-state military force in Lebanon. As the House will 
appreciate, I cannot go into the details of current intelligence, but I can say that Hezbollah 
has been reported in many open sources as being linked to or claiming responsibility for 
many atrocities. These include a suicide bomb attack on a Buenos Aires Jewish 
community centre in 1994 that left 85 people dead and hundreds injured. The bloodshed 
came just two years after an attack on the Israeli embassy in that same city, which killed 
29 people. Hezbollah’s involvement in the Syrian war since 2012 continues to prolong the 
conflict and the brutal repression of the Syrian people. In 2016, it helped besiege Aleppo, 
stopping humanitarian aid reaching parts of the city for six months, putting thousands at 
risk of mass starvation. Its actions continue to destabilise the fragile middle east. 

 

Matthew Offord (Conservative): …  May I ask him to confirm that at the annual Al-Quds  
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rally we will not see the flags of this antisemitic organisation continue to be paraded on the 
streets of London?  

 

Sajid Javid: …   What I can confirm is that if this order is passed by Parliament tonight, it 
will be a criminal offence for anyone, in public, to wear any clothing or carry any articles, 
including flags, which will arouse reasonable suspicion that an individual is a member or a 
supporter of a proscribed organisation. 

 

Philip Hollobone (Conservative): …  Hezbollah itself has said: 
“We don’t have a military wing and a political one; we don’t have Hezbollah on one hand 
and the resistance party on the other…Every element of Hezbollah, from commanders to 
members…is in the service of the resistance”. … 

 

Sajid Javid: …  Again, he has highlighted the fallacy about different wings in an 
organisation which has only one wing, and that is a wing of terrorism. 

 

col 284 Tom Tugendhat (Conservative): …  Does he agree, however, that what this 
organisation has done … is spread antisemitism, and spread the repression of ideas and 
liberty, all over the world? This is an act of resistance that my right hon. Friend is right to 
take in the UK, but he is also joining the Dutch and other European countries that have 
taken this action already. Will he encourage more countries to follow suit? … 

 

Gavin Robinson (DUP): …  Will the Home Secretary engage specifically with our Five 
Eyes partners to ensure that there is a uniform approach and a collective will to fight 
against Hezbollah? 

 

Sajid Javid: …  there is a strong and regular dialogue and conversation with all our friends 
in the Five Eyes alliance. I hope that those that have not proscribed Hezbollah fully are 
listening carefully. … 

 

Steve Double (Conservative): …  Does he agree that that action sends a clear message 
to the Jewish communities throughout our country that there is no place in this nation for 
antisemitism and antisemitic organisations? 

 

Sajid Javid:  I could not agree more with my hon. Friend. Sadly, as I mentioned earlier, 
Hezbollah has identified as one of its biggest targets the state of Israel and its people. It 
has long had a hatred of people who are of the Jewish faith. That is, of course, absolutely 
unacceptable, and we hope that today’s action will not just send a strong signal, but will 
help by denigrating this group and making it weaker in terms of support from anyone who 
might be based in the UK. We hope that it will help to protect our friends in Israel, and give 
comfort to Jews across the world. … 
The UK Government first proscribed Hezbollah’s external security organisation in 2001. In 
2008 this was extended to include the entire military wing, the so-called Jihad council, and 
all units operating under it. We took that further by designating Hezbollah’s military wing 
under the Terrorist Asset-Freezing etc. Act 2010, and the European Union followed suit in 
2013 after six people were murdered in the Bulgarian bus attack. The USA, Canada, the 
Netherlands, Bahrain and the Gulf Co-operation Council already proscribe Hezbollah in its 
entirety as a terrorist organisation. 
col 285 This Government have continued to call on Hezbollah to end its armed status; it 
has not listened. Indeed, its behaviour has escalated; the distinction between its political 
and military wings is now untenable. It is right that we act now to proscribe this entire 
organisation. 

 

James Morris (Conservative):  does he agree that we need to redouble our efforts to cut 
off sources of financial supply to groups like Hezbollah, which are to do with money 
laundering and so on, by working with our allies like the US? 

 

Sajid Javid: …  that is why for example under the Terrorist Asset-Freezing etc. Act 2010 
we have taken action against Hezbollah and other proscribed terrorist organisations … 

 

Crispin Blunt (Conservative): It is only 13 months since our right hon. Friend the Minister 
for Security and Economic Crime  was in this  House having a rather more difficult  time of  
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making the opposite arguments around the proscription of this organisation, and I would 
be extremely interested to know what has changed in the course of the last 13 months … 

 

col 286 Sajid Javid: …  in terms of open source information it is evident that Hezbollah 
has got more involved in and drawn into the Syrian conflict, and is responsible for the death 
and injury of countless innocent civilians. … 
There is a proscription group of officials made up from across Government Departments 
… They have made it very clear that Hezbollah is clearly a candidate for proscription 
because it meets all the tests set out in the Terrorism Act 2000. … 
Our ties with the Lebanese Government and our support for Lebanon through the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office and the Department for International Development are strong. 
There has been a need to ensure that those arrangements are compliant with this order, 
but they remain largely untouched and our relationship with the legitimate Government of 
Lebanon will remain. 

 

Bob Blackman (Conservative): …  My Jewish constituents will warmly welcome the 
decision, but actually, so will the Christian refugees from Lebanon who have also been 
targeted and attacked by Hezbollah. … My hon. Friend the Member for Hendon (Dr Offord) 
mentioned the al-Quds marches in this country. One of the challenges for the police is that 
they say they cannot interfere because people claim that the Hezbollah flags they are 
carrying relate to the political wing of the group. Will my right hon. Friend’s decision ensure 
that the police will be able to take action against the people parading those flags? … 

 

col 287 Sajid Javid: …  he is right to point out that Hezbollah’s victims have been of many 
different faiths. There have been Jewish and Christian victims, and many Muslims have 
been murdered by Hezbollah as well. When it comes to displaying flags, clothing or any 
item that might be connected with Hezbollah or any other proscribed terrorist organisation, 
that will be a criminal offence from now on. … 
col 288 Once proscribed, an organisation is outlawed and unable to operate in the UK. It 
becomes a criminal offence to be a member, to support it or to encourage the support of 
others. Proscription makes it harder for a banned group to fundraise and recruit, and its 
assets can become subject to seizure as terrorist property. Those linked to such groups 
may be excluded from the UK using immigration powers. Once a group is proscribed, it is 
also an offence to display its symbols in public and to brandish them on flags and clothes 
to indicate or encourage support. Earlier this month, Parliament passed the Counter-
Terrorism and Border Security Act 2019, which strengthens these powers by also making 
it an offence to publish an image of such an item and extends extra-territorial jurisdiction 
so that UK nationals and residents can be prosecuted in our courts for doing so overseas. 
This will help us further bear down on online propaganda and terrorist grooming, enabling 
us to act when a foreign fighter uses social media to reach back to the UK to build support 
for their terrorist organisation. … 

 

col 289 Nick Thomas-Symonds (Labour): …  The Home Secretary rightly said that these 
orders have never been opposed by any Opposition, and the order will not be opposed 
tonight. … 
 What I am seeking to do is to scrutinise the Government’s position … 

col 290  … it has previously been the view of the Foreign Office for many years that the 
proscription of the political wing, which is part of the elected Lebanese Government, would 
make it difficult to maintain normal diplomatic relations with Lebanon or to work with the 
Government there on humanitarian issues, including those facing Syrian refugees in part 
of the country controlled by Hezbollah. … I would appreciate him setting out in more detail 
how that engagement is to continue.  

 

Joan Ryan (Independent): …  the explanatory notes to the Terrorism Act 2000 clarify that 
the arrangement of “genuinely benign meetings” with proscribed groups is permitted. … 

 

col 292 Stephen Crabb: …  I listened with great interest to the remarks from the 
Opposition   Front  Bench   spokesman,   the  hon.  Member  for  Torfaen  (Nick  Thomas-  
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Symonds … He is intelligent and fair-minded, but I was concerned because, although he 
is absolutely right that he has a duty to scrutinise, to ask the difficult questions and to ask 
about the evidence, we did not hear from him a message saying that the Opposition 
support the action that we are about to take to proscribe Hezbollah in its entirety. It is one 
thing to say, “We’re not going to oppose it because these measures are never opposed by 
the Opposition,” and to say, “We have a duty to scrutinise,” but we want to hear from the 
Opposition that they actively support this important measure. … 
The Home Secretary said earlier that Hezbollah laughs at us when we in this House and 
in the Government try to make the point that there is some distinction. As Hezbollah’s 
deputy secretary-general Sheikh Naim Qassem himself stated in October 2012: 
“We don’t have a military wing and a political one; we don’t have Hezbollah on one hand 
and the resistance party on the other…Every element of Hezbollah, from commanders to 
members as well as our various capabilities, is in the service of the resistance, and we 
have nothing but the resistance as a priority.” 
Members will know exactly what Hezbollah means when it talks about resistance: it means 
Jew hating and Israel hating. Tonight, the Government and this House are taking action to 
ban Hezbollah in its entirety and to stand up against that kind of vile rhetoric. 

 

Joanna Cherry (SNP):  It is clear that Hezbollah is an organisation that has been intimately 
involved in terrorist attacks and the killing of civilians, which should of course be met with 
unequivocal condemnation from the international community and this House. As others 
have said, in the 2006 war Hezbollah fired thousands of rockets, indiscriminately and at 
times deliberately, at civilian areas in northern Israel, killing at least 39 civilians, according 
to Human Rights Watch. In the conflict in Syria, we have seen Hezbollah forces fight 
alongside Assad’s Syrian Government groups, and we all know the terrible atrocities of 
which they have been guilty. 
col 293  Of course, these events take place in a growing climate of antisemitism around 
the world, which the SNP condemns utterly and unequivocally. We entirely condemn the 
violent actions of Hezbollah in Israel and Syria. Whatever the rights and wrongs of the 
Israel-Palestine situation—many of us, including myself, hold serious concerns about 
human rights violations in the occupied territories and the Gaza strip—and notwithstanding 
any concerns, they should never be used as any kind of purported justification for attacks 
on the people of Israel or Jewish people around the world or, indeed, for abuse against 
them. The SNP and the Scottish Government have consistently condemned obstacles to 
progress in the peace process—not only indiscriminate rocket attacks on Israel but the 
continued expansion of illegal settlements in the occupied territories. … 
Very serious concern was raised by Members across the House about the statements and 
beliefs of Hezbollah as a whole, its antisemitism, and its avowed desire for the destruction 
of the state of Israel. … 
I am not interested in defending Hezbollah … I simply wish to elicit from the Home 
Secretary what specifically has led to the Government’s change of mind since 25 January 
2018 so that I might better understand this decision today. I am also concerned that the 
Home Secretary should clarify for us what specific arrangements he has put in place to 
make sure that diplomatic channels are kept open—not with Hezbollah, but with the 
Lebanese Government and Lebanese parliamentarians—in order to maintain stability in 
Lebanon. I also seek from the Home Secretary a confirmation, which I am sure that he will 
give me, of the Government’s commitment to use their influence to help revitalise the 
peace process in the middle east and to find a way to break the terrible political deadlock 
there and start to move towards bringing an end to the conflict. … 

 

col 294 Crispin Blunt (Conservative): …  I do not think that anyone is in any doubt that 
the previous position—this differentiation between the military and the political wing—was, 
as has been made crystal clear by a number of contributions here, a piece of constructive 
ambiguity. … 
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Mike Gapes (Independent): …  Is the hon. Gentleman arguing that to maintain those 
development projects in Lebanon, we have to allow an organisation to parade on the 
streets of our capital city with its terrorist symbol of a gun and to intimidate and threaten 
the Jewish community and others in our country? 

 

Crispin Blunt:  No, of course not. I am saying that the considerations that will have led to 
the United Kingdom’s policy until now—until we make this change tonight—ought to be 
taken into account. … 
col 295 Hezbollah has been seen by the Lebanese Shi’a population as being their most 
effective representative. The history of terrorism that has been associated with it means 
that we are going to pass this measure. However, we have to engage with the practical 
reality that Hezbollah does have at the moment, regrettable though that may be, a very 
significant amount of the popular support in Lebanon. … 

 

Louise Ellman (Labour Co-op): …   I am extremely concerned that my hon. Friend the 
Member for Torfaen (Nick Thomas-Symonds) was unable to give proper, full support to 
the banning of this terrorist organisation, Hezbollah, in its entirety. … 
Hezbollah is a terrorist organisation acting throughout the world. … 
col 296  The Hezbollah terrorist flag is flown on the streets of London, because of our 
current legislation. If the flag, with its upturned rifle, has a sticker on it saying, “We are 
supporting the political wing of Hezbollah,” it is able to be flown without challenge. I went 
to see the Metropolitan police last year after that happened, and they followed up with a 
letter to me, which said: “As Parliament has chosen not to proscribe the whole of Hizballah, 
being a member or supporter of the wider non-proscribed organisation is lawful, and those 
supporters can rightfully protest”. … 
Is the Home Secretary sure that this order does not contain any loopholes that will allow 
that terrorist flag to be flown on the streets of London? … 

 

Matthew Offord:  The decision to proscribe Hezbollah in its entirety is long overdue … I 
first called for its proscription after I attended a demonstration outside No. 10, when the 
Prime Minister of Israel was visiting, and I not only heard antisemitic abuse but saw the 
flying of the Hezbollah flag. I pointed that out to the gold commander and demonstrated to 
him that it was a criminal offence under the Terrorism Act 2000. He assured me that he 
had not only recorded the individuals but that action would be taken later, as his immediate 
priority was to keep the two factions apart. However, I later found out that the Metropolitan 
police would not be taking any action because of a Queen’s counsel opinion that there are 
two wings of the party and therefore no offence had been committed. 
I have continued to attend the annual alternative al-Quds rally each year, where I have 
witnessed further acts of intimidation and inflammatory actions by people waving the 
flag. … 
col 297 The Government have taken a decision to proscribe Hezbollah in its entirety on 
the basis that it is no longer tenable to distinguish between the military and the political 
wings of the organisation, and I welcome that decision. What it actually does is to send out 
a strong message. By proscribing Hezbollah, the Conservative Government are 
demonstrating their commitment to anti-extremism and their fight against antisemitism, 
and it constrains the ability of Hezbollah to operate in the UK. Most of all, it protects 
community cohesion … 

 

Graham Jones (Labour): …  There is a clear link between Ansar Allah and Hezbollah in 
that they are both supported and funded by the Iranian Government … 
Let us not forget what Ansar Allah’s motto is and what it supports: “Death to America, 
Death to Israel, A curse upon the Jews”. … 

 

col 298 Joan Ryan: …  As the Community Security Trust rightly argued last year, the 
artificial division between Hezbollah’s so-called military and political wings, one that 
Hezbollah itself denies, was highly damaging to social cohesion and community 
relations. … 
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Today’s step is not simply a blow against terrorism and antisemitism; it furthers the cause 
of peace. Let us be clear that Hezbollah has no desire to be part of any meaningful 
dialogue or peace process in the middle east. … In its founding manifesto in 1985, 
Hezbollah says of Israel: “Our struggle will end only when this entity is obliterated. We 
recognise no treaty with it, no cease-fire, and no peace agreements, whether separate or 
consolidated.” 
On numerous occasions, most notably in 1993, 1996 and 2006, Hezbollah has sought to 
provoke conflicts with Israel, and it is readying itself for war once again. It now has an 
estimated 120,000 to 150,000 rockets and missiles—an arsenal larger than that of many 
states—and an army of 45,000 fighters. At the end of last year, in a further violation of UN 
Security Council resolution 1701, a number of cross-border terror tunnels were discovered. 
It is all part of Hezbollah’s plan of attack, called “Conquering the Galilee”, to launch 
assaults inside Israeli cities and towns, which Hassan Nasrallah publicly boasted about 
only last month. 
col 299 It is not just the people of Israel to whom Hezbollah poses a direct threat; it is 
heavily implicated in the war crimes of Iran and the Assad regime in Syria … It has 
destabilised Lebanon … and it has conspired with its Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps 
masters to attack western, Israeli and Jewish targets throughout the middle east, Europe 
and South America. … 

 

Edward Davey (Liberal Democrat): …  Everyone, I think, across the House is concerned 
about Hezbollah. It has had 30 years of terrorist attacks. Moreover, we have seen in the 
rhetoric of its leaders, particularly Hassan Nasrallah, a completely abhorrent antisemitic 
vein. For example, he has said: “The Jews are a cancer which is liable to spread at any 
moment… If they all gather in Israel, it will save us the trouble of going after them 
worldwide.” … 

 

col 300 Mike Gapes: …  We need to be very clear that the decision we take tonight has 
to be followed up by action to enforce what we are about to agree. It is no good Parliament 
legislating and then not enforcing it. The message has to go out to the Metropolitan police 
and it has to go out to local authorities. It has to go out to different institutions in our country 
that there is no place for terrorists, terrorist apologists or terrorist organisations in UK 
society. … 

 

col 301 Wes Streeting (Labour): …  There is a long and proud tradition—a strong, proud 
social democratic tradition—in the Labour party of confronting and facing down murderous, 
hateful ideology, and I deeply regret that that proud tradition has not found expression at 
the Opposition Front Bench Dispatch Box this evening. But it will find expression on the 
Back Benches: I am here to support the Government unequivocally and without hesitation, 
not simply because I have to go back to my constituency and look in the eye the people 
who sent me here, but because when I go home this evening, I have to be able to look at 
myself in the mirror, too. … 
Hezbollah makes no distinction between its political and military wings and it is farcical that 
this Government and this country, for too long, has drawn such a distinction. We have 
already heard the words of the deputy secretary general of Hezbollah, Naim Qassem, but 
let us hear some more. He said that “the history of Jews has proven that, regardless of the 
Zionist proposal, they are people who are evil in their ideas”. 
Hassan Nasrallah said “God imprinted blasphemy on the Jews’ hearts”— 
and: “If we searched the entire world for a person more cowardly, despicable, weak and 
feeble in psyche, mind, ideology and religion, we would not find anyone like the Jew. 
Notice, I do not say the Israeli.” 
That is what we are up against—that sort of stomach-turning antisemitism. It is the sort of 
conduct, I am afraid, that in the Labour party gets you a reminder of conduct letter these 
days, but some of us will not be bystanders to Jew hatred. … 
col 302  I say  plainly,  simply and  unequivocally that it is not  good enough  simply to say,  
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“We won’t be opposing.” We should be making it clear that we would troop through the 
Lobby and vote for the motion if there is a Division. That is what people across the country 
and in my constituency want to hear. 
Finally, I welcome the fact that Hezbollah flags will not be flown on the streets of our capital 
city, and I strongly support the Mayor of London’s leadership on this issue … 

 

Ian Paisley: …  Hezbollah … remains a threat to Jewish communities around the world, 
launching deadly attacks against civilians in Israel and Bulgaria and planning attacks in 
other places such as Cyprus. I remember standing in a southern district of Israel holding 
the remains of a rocket fired by Hezbollah terrorists at schoolchildren. Think of the absolute 
hatred of these people! They fire at schoolchildren, who are going about their normal lives 
yet facing attack and threat.  
Many have discussed the intentions of Hezbollah tonight. It is not about attacking Israel 
but world Jewry and an entire community. The organisation’s intentions were made clear 
in 1992, when it stated: “The war is on until Israel ceases to exist and the last Jew in the 
world has been eliminated”. … 

 

col 304 Sajid Javid: …  I want to focus on two clear points. The hon. and learned Member 
for Edinburgh South West (Joanna Cherry) and the right hon. Member for Kingston and 
Surbiton asked, “Why now?” I will give four reasons. First, there is secret intelligence. I 
think the House will understand why we cannot share it, but my right hon. Friend the 
Security Minister met the shadow Home Secretary earlier on Privy Council terms, and was 
able to share some of that information. There has been plenty of open-source information, 
especially in the last 12 months, in which there has been a step change in the activity of 
Hezbollah, particularly in Syria. 
The proscription review group—a group of civil servants from the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, the Home Office, the Department for International Development 
and others—makes an independent, objective assessment of the evidence that it has, and 
it has expressed the clear view that all these organisations, but in particular Hezbollah in 
its entirety, meet the definition of a terrorist organisation in the 2000 Act. … 
Finally, I want to give an opportunity to the shadow Minister, the hon. Member for Torfaen 
(Nick Thomas-Symonds), for whom I have a great deal of respect. He is normally very 
strong on these issues, but the House is still not clear about one point. Let me give him 
that opportunity now. Does the Labour party—the official Opposition—support the 
proscription of Hezbollah? Yes or no? The shadow Minister wishes not to take that 
opportunity. We can only infer that the answer is no, which is a great shame. 
It is right that we ban all three terrorist organisations to ensure that they cannot build 
support in the UK. I commend the order to the House. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-26/debates/41CC81FF-5CD8-43E6-
8B0B-19A67B3E709F/PreventionAndSuppressionOfTerrorism 
 
Draft Terrorism Act 2000 (Proscribed Organisations) (Amendment) Order 2019 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2019/9780111181836/pdfs/ukdsi_9780111181836_en.pdf  
 
House of Commons Library Briefing:  Proscribed Terrorist Organisations 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN00815/SN00815.pdf  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-26/debates/41CC81FF-5CD8-43E6-8B0B-19A67B3E709F/PreventionAndSuppressionOfTerrorism
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-26/debates/41CC81FF-5CD8-43E6-8B0B-19A67B3E709F/PreventionAndSuppressionOfTerrorism
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2019/9780111181836/pdfs/ukdsi_9780111181836_en.pdf
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN00815/SN00815.pdf


 9 

 

House of Lords Written Answers 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Voluntary Schools 

Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL13720] To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate 
they have made of the number of non-religious families who will be disadvantaged by the 
establishment of new voluntary aided religious schools. 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL13722] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of whether new fully religiously selective voluntary aided 
schools have any negative impact on families in receipt of free school meals. 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The department undertook an extensive series of activities 
as part of the Schools that Work for Everyone consultation to understand the variety 
of opinions relating to faith schools. Having considered the views of respondents, 
and a range of stakeholder views, the department decided to establish the 
voluntary-aided capital scheme alongside retaining the 50% cap in faith admissions 
in faith designated free schools. The statutory process for establishing new 
voluntary-aided schools has not changed. It remains possible for proposers of any 
faith or no faith to propose a new voluntary-aided school, and likewise the voluntary-
aided capital scheme is open to bids from proposers of all faiths and none. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-13/HL13720/  
and 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-13/HL13722/ 

 

The government response to the consultation referred to above can be read at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_d
ata/file/706243/Schools_that_work_for_everyone-Government_consultation_response.pdf  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Hate crime: availability of information recorded by the police in Scotland 
… Across Scotland, hate crimes are recorded by the police on a system known as the 
Interim Vulnerable Persons Database (IVPD). The IVPD is an incident-based database 
which was introduced in 2013, and became a national system in 2014. Police Scotland 
use the IVPD to record information about individuals who are, or are perceived to be, 
experiencing some form of adversity and/or situational vulnerability which may impact on 
their current or future wellbeing. 
The IVPD's primary function is to support the day-to-day operational procedures of Police 
Scotland. However, as it is the only system in Scotland that holds information on all hate-
related activity faced by the police - a review was commenced in 2016 to investigate what 
associated analysis could be produced on the scale and nature of police recorded hate 
crime in Scotland. … 
At this stage, our investigations suggest that the IVPD does adequately reflect the total 
volume of hate crime that comes to the attention of Police Scotland. Therefore it can be 
used to produce summary information that will provide a good indication of the scale of 
police recorded hate crime in Scotland. This report includes that information for each of 
the five hate crime characteristics (race, religion, sexual orientation, disability and 
transgender identity). 
The police recorded 6,736 hate crimes in 2017-18. Two-thirds (67%) of those crimes 
included a race aggravator, 16% a sexual orientation aggravator, 7% a religion aggravator, 
4% a disability aggravator  and 1% a transgender  identity aggravator.  The remaining 5%  
 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-13/HL13720/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-13/HL13720/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-13/HL13722/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-13/HL13722/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/706243/Schools_that_work_for_everyone-Government_consultation_response.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/706243/Schools_that_work_for_everyone-Government_consultation_response.pdf
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had multiple hate aggravators. 
The most frequently recorded hate crimes in 2017-18 were threatening or abusive 
behaviour (45% of all hate crimes recorded), racially aggravated conduct (23%), common 
assault (13%) and offences relating to the 2003 Communications Act (5%). 
Since 2014-15, the number of hate crimes recorded by the police in Scotland has fluctuated 
between 6,600 and 7,000 (to the nearest 100). … 
Beyond the indicative analysis presented in this report, the IVPD includes further 
information on the nature of each hate crime the police deal with (for example the 
characteristics of the people involved). This also extends to incidents that may have been 
hate-related, but did not constitute a criminal offence. 
Police Scotland have been reviewing the process used by officers to enter this information 
into the database. This is with the aim of ensuring that should more detailed analysis on 
the nature of hate crime be regularly drawn from the IVPD, users can be assured of its 
quality. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/developing-information-hate-crime-recorded-police-scotland/  
 
Developing Information on Hate Crime Recorded by the Police in Scotland 
https://tinyurl.com/y4gbru45  
 
FoI release: Criminal proceedings information, offences where a racial aggravator was 
recorded 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-201900000138/  
and 
https://tinyurl.com/y2vl2krq  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also “Prevention and Suppression of Terrorism” in the Home Affairs section 
above. 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Israel and Palestine 
6. Lloyd Russell-Moyle (Labour Co-op): What recent diplomatic steps he has taken 
towards helping to secure a lasting peace between Israel and Palestine. [909442] 
11. Karen Lee (Labour): What recent diplomatic steps he has taken towards helping to 
secure a lasting peace between Israel and Palestine. [909447] 

The Minister for the Middle East (Alistair Burt): Yesterday I met the Foreign 
Affairs Minister of the Palestinian Authority, Riyad al-Maliki—I met the Sudanese 
Foreign Minister on the same occasion—and I had a meeting with the Israeli 
Foreign Ministry last week in London and Israeli Ambassador Regev. We keep in 
constant contact with all parties who might have an influence on the middle east 
peace process to demonstrate how fundamental it is to United Kingdom foreign 
policy that this long-standing matter is finally settled. 

Lloyd Russell-Moyle: I have here the names of four young Palestinians, all under the age 
of 18, who are currently in prison: Yaccob Qawasmeh, Akram Mustafa and Ahmad Silwadi, 
and one who is 15 years old, Akram Daa’dou, who in the early hours of the morning in the 
presence of … his family, Akram Daa’dou was dragged from his home by Israeli 
occupation forces.  His family  have no  idea where he is.  Will the  Minister  raise  with his  

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/developing-information-hate-crime-recorded-police-scotland/
https://tinyurl.com/y4gbru45
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-201900000138/
https://tinyurl.com/y2vl2krq
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Israeli counterpart questions about where this gentleman and the other young people are, 
and ensure that their rights under the fourth Geneva convention are upheld, as they should 
be in the Palestinian occupied territories? 

Alistair Burt: Through the consulate-general in Jerusalem we regularly express 
concerns to Israel about activity relating to minors on the west bank. We have 
offered help and support for dealing with children who may have been detained and 
we are constantly in contact about any risk of incursion there and the effect on civil 
rights. 

Karen Lee: Labour is committed to a peaceful two-state solution that guarantees a secure 
Israel alongside a viable state of Palestine. For anyone working towards that goal it is 
worrying that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has struck an election deal with two 
extreme nationalist parties whose leading members have advocated the forced expulsion 
of millions of Palestinians. Will the Minister commit to using all available diplomatic 
measures to ensure that that coalition does not threaten a peaceful two-state settlement? 

Alistair Burt: Coalitions in Israel and matters affecting the Israeli elections are not 
a matter for the UK Government. Our position on a two-state solution and a 
comprehensive solution to the middle east peace process is exactly the same as 
that of colleagues on the other side of the House and, as I said earlier, it is a 
fundamental part of UK foreign policy that we will continue to press for that. 

Philip Hollobone (Conservative): One of the big problems the Palestinians have is that 
they do not speak with one voice. Is there any sign of a reconciliation between Fatah and 
Hamas? 

Alistair Burt: My hon. Friend is correct: the issues between those in authority on 
the west bank and those in Gaza—between Fatah and Hamas—have long been a 
difficulty in getting a consistent Palestinian voice. My understanding is that 
conversations about reconciliation are continuing, and they are being handled very 
much by the Government of Egypt. If there is to be the peaceful settlement of issues 
in the middle east peace process that we want, it is essential that there is a 
consistent voice from Palestinians based around the Quartet principles and that the 
efforts made towards security and peace by the Palestinian Authority over a lengthy 
period are followed by others. 

Michael Fabricant (Conservative): I welcome the decision of the British Government to 
proscribe Hezbollah. Would my right hon. Friend care to consider the distinction between 
Iran, which is using its rocket technology to produce ballistic missiles, and Israel, which 
will shortly be landing a scientific explorer on the moon? 

Alistair Burt: My hon. Friend is right to make reference to the fact that the United 
Kingdom has found it impossible to continue any longer with the distinction between 
the military and political wings of Hezbollah, hence my right hon. Friend the Home 
Secretary’s decision yesterday in relation to proscription. Israel’s scientific 
technology and its progress in recent decades has been quite remarkable, and the 
use of technology for peace is something that we would all wish to see, but it is a 
complex region and a difficult neighbourhood. We support continuing efforts for 
peace in the region. 

Stewart M McDonald (SNP): Too often, resolution of this conflict feels like a lost cause, 
but the British Government could prevent that from being the case by recognising the state 
of Palestine formally. Why will they not do that? 

Alistair Burt: As I think the House knows, I have been anxious for many years to 
ensure that this is not a lost cause and that we have to keep at it. It remains 
fundamental in the region, and we will keep at it. The recognition of a state of 
Palestine would not, per se, end the issue, but we are pledged to do that when it is 
in the best interests of peace and of the peace process in the region. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-26/debates/E5AEE60B-BAB1-4611-
BB81-B0D57D588D98/IsraelAndPalestine  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-26/debates/E5AEE60B-BAB1-4611-BB81-B0D57D588D98/IsraelAndPalestine
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-02-26/debates/E5AEE60B-BAB1-4611-BB81-B0D57D588D98/IsraelAndPalestine
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House of Lords Written Answers 

UNRWA: Finance 
Lord Pickles (Conservative) [HL13745] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the expected funding requirements of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East based on population 
projections in (1) 2020, (2) 2025, and (3) 2030. 

Lord Bates: UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) has 
made no formal assessment on expected funding based on population projections 
in (1) 2020, (2) 2025, and (3) 2030. Our future funding commitments will be 
reviewed at regular intervals; UNRWA budgeting models are agreed by the general 
assembly every two years and were most recently approved for 2019. UNRWA’s 
current Medium-Term Strategy extends to 2021. The UK has been a consistent top 
five donor to UNRWA. A long-term solution requires a just, fair, agreed and realistic 
settlement for Palestinian refugees. Until that happens the UK remains firmly 
committed to supporting UNRWA and Palestinian refugees. We recognise that 
UNRWA will continue to face funding challenges and are having proactive 
discussions with them about how to ensure the continued delivery of their essential 
services, recognising strides that they have already made in cost savings initiatives. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-14/HL13745/  
 

UNRWA: Finance 
Lord Pickles (Conservative) [HL13746] To ask Her Majesty's Government what was the 
value of the UK’s contribution to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East in (1) 2010–11, (2) 2015–16, and (3) 2017–18. 

Lord Bates: The amount of UK Official Development Assistance (ODA) funds to 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for the requested years is 
given in the table below. This data is published each year in the Statistics on 
International Development (SID) publication and is presented on a calendar year 
basis. Figures for 2018 will be released this autumn. 

£ (millions) 2010 2011 2015 2016 2017 

Total UK ODA to UNRWA 
per calendar year 

29.1 35 64 54.4 51 

Source: Statistics for International Development 2009-2017 
ODA figures are produced only on a calendar year basis in line with the 
Organisation for Economic Development and Cooperation, Development 
Assistance Committee definitions. 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-14/HL13746/  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) (Amendment) Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/holocaustreturnofculturalobjectsamendment.html  
 
 
 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-14/HL13745/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-14/HL13745/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-14/HL13746/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2019-02-14/HL13746/
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/holocaustreturnofculturalobjectsamendment.html
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 

International Development Assistance (Palestinian National Authority 
Schools) Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-
19/internationaldevelopmentassistancepalestiniannationalauthorityschools.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Online Forums Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/onlineforums.html  
 
** Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2019-02-26/debates/3DC103DE-900C-4E3F-95A5-
8B335543760D/OrganDonation(DeemedConsent)Bill  

 
Palestinian Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/palestinianstatehoodrecognition.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Human Tissue (Authorisation) (Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/108681.aspx 
 

Stage 1 debate 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11959&i=108133#ScotParlOR 
 

Financial Resolution 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11959&i=108141#ScotParlOR  
 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Racial harassment in higher education (closing date 28 February 2019) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/inquiries-and-investigations/racial-harassment-
higher-education-our-inquiry   
 
Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission – Draft Strategic Plan 2019-22  
(closing date 15 March 2019) 
http://www.nihrc.org/news/detail/ni-human-rights-commission-draft-strategic-plan-2019-
2022-consultation  
 
Scottish charity law (closing date 1 April 2019) 
https://tinyurl.com/y9ln88df  

TOP 
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