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Home Affairs
House of Commons Written Answers
Census: Ethnic Groups
Preet Kaur Gill (Labour Co-op) [211331] To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, what
assessment he has made of the effect on the quality of information provided by having a
write-in option compared to a tick box option for ethnicity in the Census in terms of public
bodies monitoring ethnic groups.
Chloe Smith: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the UK
Statistics Authority. I have asked the Authority to reply. …
On Friday 14 December 2018 the Government published a White Paper ‘Help
Shape Our Future: The 2021 Census of Population and Housing in England and
Wales’1 laying out the UK Statistics Authority’s proposals for the conduct and
content of the 2021 Census. In May 2016, the Office for National Statistics (ONS)
published the criteria2 used for assessing the content of the census and this
includes data quality, along with other criteria including user needs, legal obligations
and operational requirements.
The White Paper includes ONS’s recommendations, which fully recognise the need
for robust, accurate data on the ethnic group category. The recommendations for
the ethnic group are set out in Section 3 of the White Paper. Sections 3.182 to 3.184
may be of interest, as these set out improvements for equalities monitoring following
the census:
3.182 In 2017 the government online data service “Ethnicity Facts and Figures”,
published by the Race Disparity Unit, showed that data collections on ethnic group
across the public sector are not consistent. In addition, religion is little monitored
across government. ONS recognises that for communities including the Sikh,
Jewish and Roma communities this means many aspects of their communities’
needs are hidden at present and that this needs to change. https://www.ethnicityfacts-figures.service.gov.uk
3.183 As well as the consideration ONS has given to how this can be addressed in
the census, ONS will use the new possibilities provided by the Digital Economy Act
2017 to address these needs. ONS will work across government to identify a body
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that collects data on each key characteristic so that once collected the data can be
shared with ONS and used with other data to improve the government’s ability to
identify and address disadvantage associated with each of the protected
characteristics across government, consistently, at lower cost to the taxpayer, and
lower burden on users of public services.
3.184 In advance of this the harmonisation guidance will be updated as soon as
possible to ensure that it fully reflects the range of communities that need to be
monitored as a race.
You may also like to consider both ONS’s and the Government’s responses3 to the
Women and Equalities Select Committee Race Disparity Audit report, and the
Committee’s recommendations with regards to improving the collection and
availability of data by ethnicity across the public sector.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-2021-census-of-population-andhousing-in-england-and-wales
2 https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/censustransformationprogramme/questiondevelopment/
2021censustopicresearchupdatedecember2018
3 https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmwomeq/1537/1537.pdf

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answersstatements/written-question/Commons/2019-01-22/211331/
The White Paper referred to above can be read at
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/765089/Census2021WhitePaper.pdf
The data service referred to above can be read at
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/
Offences against Children
Emma Reynolds (Labour) [211716] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, whether he
has made an assessment of the potential merits of extending the provisions of sections 16
to 24 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 to include (a) sports coaches, (b) driving instructors,
(c) faith leaders and (d) other positions of trust; and if he will make a statement.
Lucy Frazer: Any sexual activity with a child under 16 is a criminal offence,
regardless of whether consent is given. Any non-consensual sexual activity is also
a crime, whatever the age of the victim and whatever the relationship between the
victim and perpetrator.
Where a manipulative offender grooms a child prior to them reaching the age of
consent and then engages in a sexual relationship with them when they are over
16, this could be prosecuted under offences such as Section 15A of the Sexual
Offences Act 2003.
We remain absolutely committed to protecting children and young people from
sexual abuse and we already have a wide range of criminal offences under which
to prosecute and sentence those who carry out such acts. We continue to keep this
under review.
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answersstatements/written-question/Commons/2019-01-24/211716/

House of Lords Written Answers
Government Departments: Religious Freedom
Lord Alton of Liverpool (Crossbench) [HL13051] To ask Her Majesty's Government
whether they will encourage departments, including the Ministry of Defence and the
Department for International Development, to make freedom of religion or belief literacy
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training available for their staff; and whether they will produce strategies which show how
they aim to promote freedom of religion or belief.
Lord Young of Cookham: The Civil Service Diversity & Inclusion Strategy makes
clear our commitment to addressing issues of faith and belief as part of our wider
approach to inclusion. The strategy also makes clear our commitment to working
with all government departments to achieve this goal.
We have a Civil Service Faith and Belief Champion in place (Clare Moriarty,
Permanent Secretary DEFRA), and Faith and Belief departmental Champions in 26
departments (across Whitehall and agencies - including the Ministry of Defence
and the Department for International Development), tasked with promoting faith
literacy and inclusion in their departments.
The Champions and networks across Government have agreed a narrative that will
underpin our work towards greater faith literacy.
Faith and Belief training is currently being developed for use by line managers,
Champions and networks to support more inclusive environments for faith and
belief in the Civil Service.
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answersstatements/written-question/Lords/2019-01-23/HL13051/
Religious Hatred: Islam
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (UKIP) [HL12902] To ask Her Majesty's Government what
assessment they have made of the report by the All-Party Parliamentary Group on British
Muslims Islamophobia defined: the inquiry into a working definition of Islamophobia,
published in November 2018; and what assessment they have made of whether the
evidence that was used in that report was balanced and objective.
Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: We are aware that some have suggested that
establishing a definition of Islamophobia could strengthen efforts to confront bigotry
and division. We are examining the options for an agreed definition of Islamophobia
and intend to develop this through the Anti-Muslim Hatred Working Group.
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answersstatements/written-question/Lords/2019-01-16/HL12902/

Charity Commission
New Charity Inquiry: The Bersam Trust
The Charity Commission … has opened a statutory inquiry into The Bersam Trust (526452)
to look into concerns over potential misconduct and mismanagement in the administration
of the charity. …
The charity, which operates from the Salford area, has objects which include providing
children with a strictly orthodox Jewish religious education and advancing orthodox Jewish
practice.
The Commission has examined the charity’s annual accounts and obtained records from
the charity’s bank account under section 52 of the Charities Act 2011. It found significant
discrepancies between the financial activity recorded in the accounts and the values of
funds entering and leaving the charity’s bank accounts, raising serious concern.
The Commission’s accountancy analysis also identified that comparative figures in the
accounts do not match those in the previous year’s accounts and differences are not
supported by explanation from the Independent Examiner.
The Commission has therefore taken protective regulatory action to freeze the charity’s
bank accounts, under section 76(3)(d) of the Charities Act 2011. …
The Commission previously engaged with the charity in respect of regulatory concerns
regarding governance issues, and provided regulatory advice and guidance to the trustees
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in the form of an action plan. The inquiry will also examine the extent to which the trustees
have complied with previously issued regulatory guidance. …
To read the full press release see
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-charity-inquiry-the-bersam-trust

TOP
Holocaust
House of Commons Oral Answer
Prime Minister’s Questions
Bob Blackman (Conservative): Last Sunday, we commemorated Holocaust Memorial
Day, when we remembered the darkest period in Europe’s history. Will my right hon. Friend
join me in thanking the Holocaust Educational Trust, its youth ambassadors, and the
incredible survivors, who give their personal testimony to young people so that they will
remember what the ultimate destination of racial hatred and antisemitism truly is?
The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend is absolutely right to raise the excellent work
that the Holocaust Educational Trust does, and the youth ambassadors. I have met
some of these youth ambassadors, who have understood the importance of
learning the lesson from the holocaust, and understood the importance of acting
against antisemitism wherever it occurs—and, indeed, wider racial hatred. As my
hon. Friend says, the survivors from the holocaust have given their time to ensuring
that nobody is in any doubt about where man’s inhumanity to man can lead. They
have done a really important job. I pay tribute to them and to their continuing work.
It is important that we all recognise the terrible things that can happen when we let
antisemitism occur. We should all be fighting against antisemitism wherever it
occurs.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2019-01-30/debates/287C6244-017F-45E8-A4FBA9E71D7035AC/Engagements#contribution-20001FD1-1814-47E2-BA83-E10B61769CB6

Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection
Time for Reflection
Brogan Carberry (Lessons from Auschwitz Ambassador, Holocaust Educational
Trust): In October 2018, Zaina and I took part in the lessons from Auschwitz project with
the Holocaust Educational Trust. …
The experience was a massive learning curve. We learned how extremely fragile human
life is, and our understanding of the Holocaust was challenged. Although we know that the
Holocaust was the systematic killing of 6 million Jews, we began to understand that the
Holocaust is not just about statistics but about the individuals behind that number, who
had families, goals and aspirations.
Standing at Auschwitz, where so many were murdered, was an extremely emotional
experience. When I arrived and saw all of the hair, shoes and personal belongings that
were taken from the Jews upon arrival, it really shocked me. One item in particular stood
out—a set of house keys. Those keys symbolised the hope of the owner who, on the day
they were forced from their home, would have locked their door in the belief that someday
they would return. Unfortunately, they never did.
Zaina Bouazza (Lessons from Auschwitz Ambassador, Holocaust Educational
Trust): Last year, our school was privileged to have Holocaust survivor Harry Bibring visit
and share his experience of escaping Nazi persecution in Vienna. He came to Britain from
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his home in Vienna on the Kindertransport. We learned so much from him, despite our age
difference. …
Harry Bibring remains positive, despite what he went through. He said to us, “The only
race is the human race.” His words stayed with me. On the anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz, I would like you all to consider Harry’s words. The Holocaust must never be
forgotten and the victims deserve to be remembered. …
We must all stand up to antisemitism, racism and intolerance wherever we see it, because
we know where it can lead.
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11917&i=107717#Scot
ParlOR

European Parliament
Parliament commemorates the victims of the Holocaust
To honour International Holocaust Remembrance Day (27 January), MEPs held a formal
ceremony on Wednesday and observed a minute of silence for the victims.
Opening the ceremony, President Antonio Tajani said: “By commemorating the victims of
the Shoah for the first time during a plenary session as part of Parliament’s Holocaust
Remembrance Day ceremony, we want to send out a strong message: we must not forget
and the European Parliament will never forget. There is no place in the European Union
for hatred and antisemitism”.
In her address to MEPs, Charlotte Knobloch, former President of the Central Council of
Jews in Germany said that even though post-war European democracies have turned out
to be robust, “a Europe in which 89 percent of the Jewish population complains about an
increase in antisemitism in their home country has got a problem”.
“We are witnessing everywhere in Europe the strengthening of political movements that
are resolutely opposed to remembrance and memory. What they propagate is a present
without a past, as a springboard to a future without memory.”
She continued: “Hatred against Jews poisons society as a whole. It mocks the basic
European belief that freedom and security is for every single European citizen, or else, for
no one. It is our duty to oppose this widespread antisemitism and to push back. That is our
responsibility.” …
To read the full press release see
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190123IPR24125/parliamentcommemorates-the-victims-of-the-holocaust

United Nations
United Nations to Hold Briefing at Headquarters on Rescue of Jews in Albania
during Holocaust, 31 January
The United Nations Department of Global Communications will hold a multimedia briefing
for civil society at the United Nations on Albania’s response to the plight of Jewish people
during the Holocaust. …
Hiding Jewish people saved them from deportation, and an almost-certain death during
the Second World War. Rescuers in Albania made the brave choice to help in full
knowledge of the grave consequences they, their families and community would face
should they have been found helping Jewish people. The local Albanian population
continued to give sanctuary to their fellow Jewish citizens and Jewish refugees after the
occupation of Albania by the Nazis in 1943.
Recognizing Albania’s response as an example of moral courage is an important aspect
of Holocaust education and commemoration. The Albanian response embodies the
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principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, that “every human being has the
inalienable right to be treated with dignity and afforded the right to a life that is peaceful
and just”. …
To read the full press release see
https://www.un.org/press/en/2019/note6521.doc.htm

TOP
Israel
House of Commons Written Answers
Israel: Malaysia
Douglas Ross (Conservative) [211363] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations he has made to the Malaysian Government
on the Malaysian Prime Minister's (a) comments on the State of Israel of the Jewish people
and (b) decision to ban Israeli swimmers from participating in sporting events in that
country; and if he will make a statement.
Mark Field: We are aware of comments made by the Malaysian Prime Minister on
the State of Israel and the Jewish people. The UK fully supports the modern State
of Israel as a Jewish homeland and remain committed to the objective of sovereign
and prosperous Palestinian state.
We do not agree with Malaysian Government's position on the banning of Israeli
athletes. We believe it is fundamentally wrong. Israeli athletes should not be
banned from competing. The UK government strongly supports the principle of
inclusiveness of the Olympic movement.
We consider it right that the recent International Paralympic Committee (IPC) has
decided to strip Malaysia of the right to host the tournament. The Championships
must be open to all eligible athletes and nations to compete safely and free from
discrimination. The committee is now seeking to find a new venue for the event.
I raised our concerns with the Malaysian Minister for Education, Dr Maszlee bin
Malik on the 22 January. The British High Commissioner in Kuala Lumpur has done
likewise with the Malaysian Foreign Minister. We will continue to raise our strong
objection with the Malaysian authorities.
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answersstatements/written-question/Commons/2019-01-22/211363/
Omar Shakir
Richard Burden (Labour) [212311] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, further to the Answer of 5 June 2018 to Question HL8092, if he
will make further representations to the Israeli authorities the concerns of the UK
government regarding the threatened deportation of Omar Shakir, Israel and Palestine
Director, Human Rights Watch.
Alistair Burt: It is ultimately up to Israel to determine its immigration policy. The
UK's immigration policy is similarly protected. We last made representations to the
Israeli authorities on this issue in May 2018.
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answersstatements/written-question/Commons/2019-01-24/212311/
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Change of Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Israel: June 2019
Mr Neil Wigan OBE has been appointed Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the State of Israel
in succession to Mr David Quarrey CMG … Mr Wigan will take up his appointment during
June 2019. …
To read the full press release see
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/change-of-her-majestys-ambassador-to-israel-june-2019

United Nations, UNICEF, and UNESCO
Right to education deeply impacted by ongoing interference in schools: Joint
statement by the Humanitarian Coordinator, Jamie McGoldrick, UNICEF Special
Representative, Genevieve Boutin, and UNESCO
As the second school term resumes in the State of Palestine, we remain deeply concerned
by the high number of reported incidents of interference in or near schools in the West
Bank since the beginning of the school year. These incidents are impacting children’s safe
access to education. Incidents of interference in schools by Israeli Forces, demolitions,
threats of demolition, clashes on the way to school between students and security forces,
teachers stopped at checkpoints, and the violent actions of Israeli forces and settlers on
some occasions, are impacting access to a safe learning environment and the right to
quality education for thousands of Palestinian children.
From January to December 2018, the UN documented 111 interferences to education in
the West Bank affecting 19,196 children, an average of more than two violations every
week. More than half of the verified incidents involved live ammunition, tear gas, and stun
grenades fired into or near schools by Israeli Forces, impacting the delivery of education
or injuring students. Nearly two-thirds of all verified interference incidents in West Bank
schools took place in the last four months of 2018.
Currently, some 50 schools in the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem, are under threat
of demolition. In 2018, five schools in the West Bank were demolished or seized by Israeli
authorities, including Izbiq Community School north of Nablus, Al Semeye School south of
Hebron, and the Abu Nuwar and Jabel Baba schools in East Jerusalem. Also, since midOctober 2018, the Sawiya al Luban school south of Nablus was closed for a day, and the
Khan al-Ahmar village school, east of Jerusalem, remains under threat of demolition, along
with the rest of the village. Orief secondary school for boys near Nablus has also been
forced closed twice due to settler violence, and children from this school have been
hospitalized with multiple injuries, including from gunshots. In the H2 area of Hebron, tear
gas is regularly used around schools, and new measures are being applied at checkpoints
that expose students and teachers to violence - at one particularly affected H2 school,
more than 20 such incidents were documented in 2018.
Moreover, during military escalations from 11 to 13 November, schools in Gaza and in
southern Israel were closed for at least one day, including four schools in Gaza that
received minor damage, and one learning support centre and one kindergarten that both
severely damaged.
Schools should be respected as places of learning, safety and stability. The classroom
should be a sanctuary from conflict, where children can learn and develop into active
citizens.
Children should never be the target of violence and must not be exposed to any form of
violence.
https://www.unicef.org/mena/press-releases/right-education-deeply-impacted-ongoinginterference-schools?fbclid=IwAR2TM7duhv0d9mNfXoZK7U9gQXfCEyy-P3gwjPbAAhD4NUgfq_DATvWOrs
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Global action needed on growing Israeli settlement moves, says UN rights expert
The international community must take decisive action in response to Israel’s recent
intensification of settlement activities in the occupied West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, which amounts to a clear rebuff of a two-state solution, says a UN human rights
expert.
“If these further settlements steps by Israel are left unanswered by the international
community, we will be driving past the last exit on the road to annexation,” said the Special
Rapporteur for the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territory occupied since
1967, Michael Lynk.
“The global community has repeatedly affirmed that the Israeli settlements are a flagrant
violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949. The settlements are also a
presumptive war crime under the 1998 Statute of Rome, and as I have noted many times
before, settlements are the source of a range of persistent human rights violations,” said
the UN expert.
The last year has seen a marked rise in incidents of violence by Israeli settlers against
Palestinians in the West Bank. “In many cases, Israeli forces, obligated to protect the
Palestinian population under international humanitarian law, stand idly by while olive trees
are destroyed, livelihoods are damaged, and even while people are injured or, at worst,
killed. The events in the West Bank village of Al Mughayyir on 26 January are a sobering
example of this extremely troubling phenomenon, where a Palestinian villager was shot
dead in the presence of Israeli settlers and soldiers. These incidents not only violate
numerous human rights such as the rights to life, security of the person, and freedom of
movement of Palestinians, but also serve to expand the area of land over which Israeli
settlers have control,” Mr. Lynk observed.
“It is impossible to square the international community’s rhetorical support for a genuine
two-state solution with its persistent unwillingness to confront Israel with any meaningful
injunctions to halt and reverse these steps towards annexation.
“The Israeli settlements are the engine of the 51-year long occupation. This occupation will
not die of old age, but only with the resolute imposition of consequences on Israel for
ignoring international law and numerous United Nations resolutions,” Mr. Lynk added.
The Special Rapporteur also highlighted that, on 8 January, Israel opened Route 4370,
which links Jerusalem to the settlements north and east of the city. Dubbed the “apartheid
road” by the Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz, it consists of two parallel roads – one for Israelis
and the other for Palestinians in the West Bank – with a dividing wall between them.
Route 4370 is an integral part of the two-tier network of segregated highways in the
occupied West Bank in support of the settlements. “I agree with human rights defenders
who have pointed out that the road is part of Israel’s long-term strategy to ensure contiguity
between Jerusalem and surrounding settlements, and to consolidate Israel’s claim for
sovereignty over Area C, which covers 60 percent of the West Bank.” …
To read the full press release see
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24127&LangID=E

TOP
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Foreign Affairs
House of Commons Written Answers
Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Religion
Jeremy Lefroy (Conservative) [210584] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, how many and what proportion of staff of his Department have
undertaken the course on religious literacy run by his Department's Diplomatic Academy.
Alan Duncan: Religion and diplomacy is included in the Foreign & Commonwealth
Office (FCO) Diplomatic Academy's training module on human rights. So far 181
staff have completed this module, which is mandatory for staff on the FCO fast
stream induction programme.
The diplomatic academy is not the only way in which staff obtain and expand their
religious literacy. The FCO offers a more in-depth two day course on religion and
diplomacy. This course, which takes place twice-yearly is attended by 30 to 40
students. The FCO also runs seminars or talks on specific themes or religions.
These are open to all staff.
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answersstatements/written-question/Commons/2019-01-21/210584/
Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Religion
Jeremy Lefroy (Conservative) [210585] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs, for which of his Department's posts is attendance on the religious
literacy course run by his Department's Diplomatic Academy a mandatory part of preposting training.
Alan Duncan: There are no posts for which pre-posting training in religion and
diplomacy is mandatory. However, Foundation Level online learning on Religion
and Diplomacy is a mandatory component of the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office's (FCO) fast stream induction programme. In addition, the FCO course on
religion and diplomacy delivered by the London School of Economics is well
advertised throughout the FCO and we actively encourage attendance by staff if
their job relates to countries in which religion plays a significant part in social and
political life.
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answersstatements/written-question/Commons/2019-01-21/210585/

TOP
Relevant Legislation

** new or updated today

UK Parliament
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) (Amendment) Bill
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/holocaustreturnofculturalobjectsamendment.html

International Development Assistance (Palestinian National Authority
Schools) Bill
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/201719/internationaldevelopmentassistancepalestiniannationalauthorityschools.html
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Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html

Online Forums Bill
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/onlineforums.html

Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html

Palestinian Statehood (Recognition) Bill
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/palestinianstatehoodrecognition.html

Scottish Parliament
Human Tissue (Authorisation) (Scotland) Bill
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/108681.aspx

TOP
Consultations

** new or updated today

** closes today
Extremism in England and Wales (closing date 31 January 2019)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/extremism-in-england-and-wales-call-for-evidence
Racial harassment in higher education (closing date 15 February 2019)
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/inquiries-and-investigations/racial-harassmenthigher-education-our-inquiry
Draft guidance to challenge bullying in schools [Wales only] (closing date 15 February 2019)
https://beta.gov.wales/draft-guidance-challenge-bullying-schools
One Scotland: Hate Has No Home Here (closing date 24 February 2019)
https://consult.gov.scot/hate-crime/consultation-on-scottish-hate-crime-legislation/
Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission – Draft Strategic Plan 2019-22
(closing date 15 March 2019)
http://www.nihrc.org/news/detail/ni-human-rights-commission-draft-strategic-plan-20192022-consultation
Scottish charity law (closing date 1 April 2019)
https://tinyurl.com/y9ln88df

TOP
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438
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