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Israel
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Alistair Burt: I condemn the rocket fire from #Gaza into Israel today. Indiscriminate
attacks against civilians, especially those that risk killing or injuring children, are
completely unacceptable under any circumstances.
https://twitter.com/AlistairBurtUK/status/1001452681402224640
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Court of Justice of the European Union
The Court confirms that ritual slaughter without stunning may take place only in an
approved slaughterhouse
… In today’s judgment, the Court of Justice states, first of all, that ritual slaughter comes
within the definition of ‘religious rite’ within the meaning of that regulation. Therefore, it
falls within the scope of the freedom of religion guaranteed by the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union. Possible theological differences on that
subject cannot in themselves invalidate that classification as a ‘religious rite’.
Next, the Court examines whether the regulation constitutes a restriction on the freedom
of religion. The Court points out that in the EU, as a general rule, animals are killed only
after stunning. By way of derogation, the practice of ritual slaughter without prior stunning
is authorised, so long as it is carried out in slaughterhouses approved by the competent
national authorities which comply with the technical requirements relating to construction,
layout and equipment …
The Court makes clear that that derogation does not in any way prohibit the practice of
ritual slaughter in the EU, but, to the contrary, it gives expression to the positive
commitment of the EU legislature to allow the slaughter of animals without prior stunning
in order to ensure effective observance of the freedom of religion …
Therefore, the obligation to carry out ritual slaughter in an approved slaughterhouse
simply aims, from a technical point of view, to organise and manage the freedom to carry
out slaughter without prior stunning for religious purposes. …
Ritual slaughter is subject to the same technical conditions as those which apply, in
principle, to any slaughter of animals within the EU, regardless of the method used.
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Furthermore, the EU legislature has reconciled the observance of the specific methods of
slaughter prescribed by religious rites with those of the fundamental rules laid down by
the regulations of the EU regarding the protection of the welfare of animals at the time of
killing and that of the health of consumers of meat. …
To read the full press release see
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2018-05/cp180069en.pdf
To read the full judgement see
https://tinyurl.com/y7l8zqxj
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UK Parliament
European Union (Withdrawal) Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) (Amendment) Bill
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/holocaustreturnofculturalobjectsamendment.html

Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html

Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
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** closes in 7 days
Integrated Communities Strategy green paper (closing date 5 June 2018)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/integrated-communities-strategy-green-paper
Measures to further improve the effectiveness of the fight against illegal content online
(closing date 25 June 2018)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/consultations/public-consultation-measures-further-improveeffectiveness-fight-against-illegal-content-online_en
Home Education (closing date 2 July 2018)
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/home-education-call-for-evidence-andrevised-dfe-a/
Ecclesiastical exemption and guidance on scheduled monuments (closing date
13 July 2018)
https://beta.gov.wales/ecclesiastical-exemption-and-guidance-scheduled-monuments
Antisemitism: Survey of European Jews (closing date not stated)
http://www.eurojews.eu/
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