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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Adjournment Debate 

col 1359 Bob Blackman (Conservative): At this time of year, although we are 
celebrating Christmas, it is of course the festival of Hanukkah, too. I had the honour last 
week of attending the lighting of the menorah at Stanmore Broadway, as we brought 
together members of the public from all faiths and none to ensure we all recognise the 
multiculturalism of London, and particularly of Harrow. … 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-21/debates/EBCCCC37-FB01-4EAB-
8447-4E23255E9A81/ChristmasAdjournment#contribution-D7C31A92-C0A7-4462-B27F-
5591F707FA87  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Hatred: Islam 
Martyn Day (SNP) [114985] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what assessment he has made of the implications for his Department's 
policies of the conclusions of the Tell MAMA Annual Report for 2016 on Anti-Muslim 
Hatred on the gender of victims and the majority identity of perpetrators of such hatred. 

Marcus Jones: We take hate crime in all its forms very seriously: the United 
Kingdom has some of the strongest hate crime legislation in the world. The 
statistical breakdowns provided by Tell MAMA give an invaluable insight into the 
extent and nature of the deplorable abuse which Muslim citizens are subjected to 
on account of their belief or appearance. It is notable that most reported offline 
incidents of anti-Muslim hatred involve male perpetrators and that the majority of 
victims of offline incidents are women, most of whom are visibly Muslim. The 
Government has committed funding of £100 million to counter violence against 
women and girls with prosecutions and convictions for such offences rising 63 per 
cent since 2007-08. 
This Government has done more than any other to tackle anti-Muslim hatred. We 
set up the first ever cross-government working group on anti-Muslim hatred. We 
have funded Tell MAMA, the first service to record incidents, support victims and 
raise community awareness of how to report anti-Muslim hate incidents. We are 
also disaggregating religious hate crime data held by the police to reveal the true 
scale and nature of the problem. Funding has been made available for the 
security of mosques and other faith establishments. 

 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-21/debates/EBCCCC37-FB01-4EAB-8447-4E23255E9A81/ChristmasAdjournment#contribution-D7C31A92-C0A7-4462-B27F-5591F707FA87
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-21/debates/EBCCCC37-FB01-4EAB-8447-4E23255E9A81/ChristmasAdjournment#contribution-D7C31A92-C0A7-4462-B27F-5591F707FA87
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-21/debates/EBCCCC37-FB01-4EAB-8447-4E23255E9A81/ChristmasAdjournment#contribution-D7C31A92-C0A7-4462-B27F-5591F707FA87
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-22/114985/  

 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/A-Constructed-Threat-Identity-
Intolerance-and-the-Impact-of-Anti-Muslim-Hatred-Web.pdf 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Organs: Donors 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Sheikh (Conservative) [HL4328] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the Welsh Government's Evaluation of the Human 
Transplantation (Wales) Act which found that after the change in organ donation law in 
Wales the quarterly mean average of organ donation fell from 14.6 to 13.4. 
Lord Sheikh (Conservative) [HL4329] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the finding that since the introduction of the Human 
Transplantation (Wales) Act over 178,000 people have opted out of organ donation. 

Lord O’Shaughnessy: A consultation impact assessment, Consultation on an 
opt-out system of organ and tissue donation, has been published as part of the 
Government’s public consultation. A copy is attached. This suggests that, when 
introduced as part of a wider communication and logistical package, opt out 
systems of consent can be associated with higher donation rates. Important 
evidence continues to become available from the Welsh Government on impact of 
the Human Transplantation (Wales) Act 2013, including that a longer period of 
time is needed to draw firmer conclusions on the impact of the change in the law. 
The Department invites further evidence to be submitted on factors not 
considered in the consultation analysis. These will be carefully considered before 
the Government’s final response to the consultation. 
Consultation Impact Assessment  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-19/HL4328/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-19/HL4329/ 

TOP 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Business of the House 
Tony Lloyd (Labour): Will the Leader of the House commit to arranging an early 
statement on the astonishing and unacceptable threat by the United States ambassador 
to the United Nations that note will be taken of countries, like our own, opposing the 
move of the Israeli capital to Jerusalem and that consequences will follow? 

Andrea Leadsom: We are aware of Donald Trump’s comments, but the UK’s 
long-standing position on Jerusalem has not changed. The UK’s position is that 
status of Jerusalem should be determined through a negotiated settlement 
between the Israelis and the Palestinians, and that it should ultimately be the 
shared capital of the Israeli and Palestinian states. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-21/debates/CC123926-D3DD-4EA5-
8FCF-8CC77AE65114/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-F3CED2A4-DB5B-480B-
B25E-7F2A65685FC0  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-22/114985/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-22/114985/
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/A-Constructed-Threat-Identity-Intolerance-and-the-Impact-of-Anti-Muslim-Hatred-Web.pdf
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/A-Constructed-Threat-Identity-Intolerance-and-the-Impact-of-Anti-Muslim-Hatred-Web.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/809630/original/HL4328%20and%204329Organ_Donation_Opt-Out_Consultation_Impact_Assessment.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-19/HL4328/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-19/HL4328/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-19/HL4329/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-19/HL4329/
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-21/debates/CC123926-D3DD-4EA5-8FCF-8CC77AE65114/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-F3CED2A4-DB5B-480B-B25E-7F2A65685FC0
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-21/debates/CC123926-D3DD-4EA5-8FCF-8CC77AE65114/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-F3CED2A4-DB5B-480B-B25E-7F2A65685FC0
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-21/debates/CC123926-D3DD-4EA5-8FCF-8CC77AE65114/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-F3CED2A4-DB5B-480B-B25E-7F2A65685FC0
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Jerusalem 
Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat) [HL4063] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
whether it is the position of (1) HM Government, and (2) the UN, that East Jerusalem is 
an occupied territory. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The position of the British Government on 
Jerusalem has remained constant since April 1950, when the UK extended de 
jure recognition to the State of Israel, but withheld recognition of sovereignty over 
Jerusalem pending a final determination of its status. We recognise Israel's 'de 
facto authority' over West Jerusalem. But in-line with UN Security Council 
Resolution 242 (1967) and subsequent UN Council resolutions, we regard East 
Jerusalem as part of the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-11/HL4063/  
 

Iyad Burnat 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL4117] To ask Her Majesty's Government what reports 
they have received, if any, concerning the detention by the Israeli Defence Force of the 
son, Abdal Khaliq, and friends of Iyad Burnat, a Palestinian farmer and activist; what 
discussions they have held with the government of Israel concerning the fate of those 
detainees; and whether they will seek assurances from the government of Israel that the 
reported actions were not the result of Iyad Burnat's meeting with UK parliamentarians. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not received any reports relating to this 
issue and as such we have not raised this specific issue with the Israeli 
authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-12/HL4117/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Deech (Crossbench) [HL4138] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the International Committee of the Red Cross 
regarding reports that a Red Crescent ambulance was used to transport Palestinians, 
disguised as wounded, to join a riot in Ramallah. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not raised this issue with the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4138/  
 

Jerusalem 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL4170] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
action they will take to ensure that non-Jewish residents of East Jerusalem are protected 
following President Trump’s decision recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As the Prime Minister made clear in her statement 
on 6 December, the UK disagrees with the US decision to move its embassy to 
Jerusalem and recognise Jerusalem as the Israeli capital before a final status 
agreement. We will continue regularly to make clear our serious concerns about 
the situation in East Jerusalem to the Israeli authorities and the Municipality of 
Jerusalem, both bilaterally and in co-operation with EU partners. These concerns 
include: the evictions of Palestinians and the demolition of Palestinian property; 
the construction of illegal Israeli settlements; the removal of residency rights from 
Palestinians; possible unilateral changes to the municipal borders; and the severe 
difficulties in accessing Jerusalem for Palestinians from the West Bank, or for 
those residents of Jerusalem who live beyond the Separation Barrier. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-11/HL4063/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-11/HL4063/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-12/HL4117/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-12/HL4117/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4138/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4138/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4170/  

 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-us-decision-to-move-embassy-to-
jerusalem-6-december-2017  
 

West Bank: Environment Protection 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL4171] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding reports that Israel 
has exploited less stringent environmental regulations on air pollution and environmental 
protection in the West Bank. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities, the British Government has made clear to the Government of Israel its 
concerns about the humanitarian and environmental impact of the damage to 
water sources and the destruction of Palestinian agricultural land that has been 
caused by settlement-related building activity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4171/  
 

Khalid Zabarqeh 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL4172] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding the arrest of 
Khalid Zabarqeh. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not had any discussions with the Israeli 
authorities regarding this specific case. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4172/  
 

Israeli Settlements 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL4173] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to 
the Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 4 December (HL3409), what action 
they intend to take to reinforce their "strong condemnation" of the decisions on 4 and 6 
July to advance plans for 1,600 new settlement units in the illegal settlements of Pisgat 
Ze’ev, Ramat Shlomo, and Ramot in East Jerusalem. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK will continue to take every opportunity to 
reinforce its clear position on settlements at the highest levels. Settlements are 
illegal under international law, present an obstacle to peace, and threaten the 
physical viability of a two-state solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4173/  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3409/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL4175] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to 
the Written Answer by Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon on 5 December (HL3412), what action 
they intend to take ease restrictions on freedom of movement within the West Bank, 
including to and from East Jerusalem, for Palestinians. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We will continue to raise our serious concerns 
about the restrictions on freedom of movement within the West Bank, including to 
and from East Jerusalem, with the appropriate authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4175/  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4170/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4170/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-us-decision-to-move-embassy-to-jerusalem-6-december-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-us-decision-to-move-embassy-to-jerusalem-6-december-2017
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4171/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4171/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4172/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4172/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4173/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4173/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3409/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3409/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4175/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-13/HL4175/
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The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3412/  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Philippa Whitford (728) Detention of Ahed Tamimi – That this House expresses deep 
concern that in the early hours of 19 December an Israeli Border Police unit broke into 
the Tamimi family home during a night raid in Nabi Saleh and arrested 17-year-old Ahed 
Tamimi, taking her away for interrogation; believes that Ahed is targeted because she is 
the daughter of parents who are leading activists in the popular struggle against the 
occupation in the village of Nabi Saleh; acknowledges the reality of repression against 
ordinary Palestinians and notes the disproportionate response to any action taken by 
Ahed and rejects the routine use of night arrests and interrogation of minors by Israeli 
military forces which fuel further hatred and division; calls for the immediate unconditional 
release of Ahed Tamimi; and asks the Government to make representations to Israel that 
actions carried out by the occupying power that are not necessitated by genuine security 
concerns are in violation of the laws governing military occupation. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/728 

 
 

United Nations 

General Assembly demands all States comply with UN resolutions regarding 
status of Jerusalem 
By an overwhelming majority, Member States in the United Nations General Assembly on 
Thursday “demanded” that all countries comply with Security Council resolutions 
regarding the status of Jerusalem. 
Through a resolution adopted by a recorded vote of 128 in favour to nine against, with 35 
abstentions, the 193-member Assembly expressed “deep regret” over recent decisions 
concerning the status of Jerusalem and stressed that the Holy City “is a final status issue 
to be resolved through negotiations in line with relevant UN resolutions.” 
Action in the Assembly today follows a failed attempt by the Security Council on Monday 
adopt a similar text reflecting regret among the body’s members about “recent decisions 
regarding the status of Jerusalem,” with a veto from the United States, a permanent 
member of the Council. 
That same day, Khaled Hussein Mohamed Alyemany, Permanent Representative 
Yemen, and Feridun H.Sinirliolu, Permanent Representative of Turkey, in their respective 
capacities as Chair of the Arab Group and the Chair of the Summit of the Organization of 
the Islamic Cooperation, requested the President of the General Assembly to “urgently 
resume’ the tenth emergency special session of the General Assembly in accordance 
with the so-named ‘Uniting for peace’ procedure. … 
Today’s resolution demanded that “all States comply with Security Council resolutions 
regarding the Holy City of Jerusalem, and not recognize any actions or measures 
contrary to those resolutions.” 
The General Assembly further affirmed that “any decisions and actions which purport to 
have altered the character, status or demographic composition of the Holy City of 
Jerusalem have no legal effect, are null and void and must be rescinded in compliance 
with relevant resolutions of the Security Council.” 
In that regard the Assembly also called upon all States to refrain from the establishment 
of diplomatic missions in the Holy City of Jerusalem, pursuant to Security Council 
resolution 478 adopted in 1980. … 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3412/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-20/HL3412/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/728
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58307
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58307
https://www.un.org/pga/72/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2017/12/ESS-letter-by-the-PGA-with-attachment-for-distribution.pdf
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To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58330#.Wjv0QVT1WnY  
 

To read a summary of contributions to the debate see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11995.doc.htm  
 
Draft Resolution: Status of Jerusalem 
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/GetFile?OpenAgent&DS=A/ES-
10/L.22&Lang=E&Type=DOC  

 
Adopting Resolution 2394 (2017), Security Council Renews Mandate of Force 
Monitoring Israel-Syria Disengagement Agreement, Condemns Heavy Weapons 
Use in Separation Area 
The Security Council … renewed the mandate of the United Nations force that monitors 
the Disengagement of Forces Agreement between Syria and Israel in the Golan Heights, 
for a period of six months, until 30 June 2018. … 
It underscored the importance of deployment of capabilities to counter the threat of 
improvised explosive devices and other technology, as well as addressing civilian staffing 
needs, to ensure the safety and security of UNDOF personnel and equipment. … 
To read the full press release, including the full text of the resolution, see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13135.doc.htm 

TOP 

 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

  
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx  

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes today 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58330#.Wjv0QVT1WnY
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/ga11995.doc.htm
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/GetFile?OpenAgent&DS=A/ES-10/L.22&Lang=E&Type=DOC
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/GetFile?OpenAgent&DS=A/ES-10/L.22&Lang=E&Type=DOC
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13135.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/
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Proposed changes to the Northern Ireland Crime Survey (closing date 9 January 2018) 

https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/doj-corporate-secretariat/ni-crime-survey-consultation-
2017/  

 

Draft Animal Welfare (Sentencing and Recognition of Sentience) Bill (closing date 
31 January 2018 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/animal-health-and-welfare/consultation-on-the-animal-welfare-bill/  

 

Introducing ‘opt-out’ consent for organ and tissue donation in England (closing date 
6 March 2018) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/introducing-opt-out-consent-for-organ-and-
tissue-donation-in-england 

 

Promoting Organ Donation and Transplantation in Northern Ireland (closing date 
9 March 2018) 

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/promoting-organ-donation-and-transplantation-
northern-ireland 

 

Electoral Reform (Scotland) (closing date 12 March 2018) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00529431.pdf  

TOP 
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