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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Ritual Slaughter: Animal Welfare 
Afzal Khan (Labour) [119581] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs, whether his policy on recognising animals as sentient beings encroaches 
on the rights of religious minorities to slaughter animals in accordance with Muslim and 
Jewish faith traditions. 

George Eustice: The Government’s policies on animal welfare have always been 
driven by the fact the animals are sentient beings. The draft Animal Welfare 
(Sentencing and Recognition of Sentience) Bill published on 12 December 2017 
for consultation gives absolute clarity to that commitment. The draft bill does not 
affect the right of Jewish and Muslim communities to eat meat from animals 
slaughtered in accordance with religious rites. There are strict rules that govern 
the slaughter of animals in England and additional rules which apply to animals 
slaughtered in accordance with religious rites. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-14/119581/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Gaza: Fisheries 
Richard Burden (Labour) [118941] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with the Israeli Government 
on the limits imposed on fishing off the coast of the Gaza Strip. 

Alistair Burt: While we have not raised this issue recently with the Israeli 
authorities, we have previously welcomed temporary extensions of fishing zones 
off Gaza, and continue to encourage the Israeli authorities to implement further 
measures to improve the situation in Gaza. The UK would like to see a permanent 
increase in the size of the fishing zone off the coast of Gaza, in line with the limit 
of 20 nautical miles stipulated in the Oslo accords. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-12/118941/  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-14/119581/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-14/119581/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-12/118941/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-12/118941/
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Jerusalem 
The Marquess of Lothian (Conservative) [HL3936] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
whether they have any plans to ask the UN to declare East Jerusalem the capital of 
Palestine. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government has no such plans. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-06/HL3936/  
 

Israel: Embassies 
The Marquess of Lothian (Conservative) [HL3937] To ask Her Majesty's Government 
whether they plan to move the British Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government has no plans to move the British 
Embassy to Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-12-06/HL3937/  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-
2019/0147/amend/eu_rm_rep_1220.1-7.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-20/debates/EDBDFC17-C424-4348-
A515-78BD8203367E/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill  
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-public-bill-office/2017-19/compared-
bills/EU-Withdrawal-bill-Commons-tracked-changes.pdf  

  
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx  
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Proposed changes to the Northern Ireland Crime Survey (closing date 9 January 2018) 

https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/doj-corporate-secretariat/ni-crime-survey-consultation-
2017/  

 

Draft Animal Welfare (Sentencing and Recognition of Sentience) Bill (closing date 
31 January 2018 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/animal-health-and-welfare/consultation-on-the-animal-welfare-bill/  

 

Introducing ‘opt-out’ consent for organ and tissue donation in England (closing date 
6 March 2018) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/introducing-opt-out-consent-for-organ-and-
tissue-donation-in-england 

 

Promoting Organ Donation and Transplantation in Northern Ireland (closing date 
9 March 2018) 

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/promoting-organ-donation-and-transplantation-
northern-ireland 

 

Electoral Reform (Scotland) (closing date 12 March 2018) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00529431.pdf  
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