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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Prisons: Ministers of Religion 
Jared O’Mara (Independent) [117650] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, if his 
Department will include access to chaplaincy in its performance measures for prisons on 
time spent out of cells engaging in purposeful activity. 

Sam Gyimah: The Chaplaincy manually records prisoner attendance at 
Chaplaincy services. Prisoner attendance at Chaplaincy is normally counted as 
purposeful activity in the same way as any other intervention that involves time 
out of cells. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117650/  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: West Bank 
Vicky Foxcroft (Labour) [117550] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, what 
recent assessment he has made of the humanitarian effects of the proposed demolition 
of the village of Susiya in the South Hebron hills. 

Alistair Burt: We are gravely concerned by the humanitarian impact of proposals 
to demolish the village of Susiya in the South Hebron Hills. The demolition could 
leave up to 100 people, half of them children, without shelter. Demolitions and 
evictions of Palestinians from their homes cause unnecessary suffering to 
ordinary Palestinians; call into question Israel’s commitment to a viable two-state 
solution; and, in all but the most exceptional of cases, are contrary to International 
Humanitarian Law. Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have repeatedly raised 
our concerns with Israeli Ministers and senior officials, and urged them to cease 
this counter-productive policy, and provide a clear, transparent route to 
construction for Palestinians in Area C. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117650/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117650/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117550/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Jim Shannon (DUP) [118071] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what mechanisms her Department uses to ensure that UK aid does not 
fund radicalisation in the Palestinian Territories. 

Alistair Burt: DFID complies with both domestic and international counter 
terrorism financing law, and formal agreements ensure all partners adhere to the 
Terrorism Act (2000). UK aid to the Palestinian Authority (PA) is provided directly 
through an EU mechanism, contributing to the salaries of vetted public servants in 
the health and education sectors. Only named public servants from a pre-
approved EU list are eligible, and the vetting process includes screening against 
international and ad hoc sanctions lists designed to prevent terrorism financing. 
UK support to the PA is governed by a Memorandum of Understanding, which 
includes the PA’s commitment to uphold the principle of non-violence. UK funding 
to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (who have a neutrality 
policy) and other implementation partners is monitored through regular field visits, 
programme reviews, and independent audits. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118071/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Ian Austin (Labour) [118369] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, whether the Government plans to fund the Palestinian Authority other than 
in accordance with the Government response, Future UK support to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories published on 16 December 2016, and in particular paragraphs 1 
and 2 of the notes to editors as claimed by WAFA, the Palestinian National Authority 
news agency on 25 November 2017. 

Alistair Burt: UK financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority (PA) continues 
to be provided in accordance with the Government response, “Future UK support 
to the Occupied Palestinian Territories” published on 16 December 2016. UK 
financial assistance to the PA is only used to help pay the salaries of health and 
education public servants in the West Bank. Only named public servants from a 
pre-approved EU list are eligible and a robust verification system validates that 
funds are used for the intended purposes. This enables around 25,000 young 
Palestinians to get an education, provides up to 3,700 immunisations for children, 
and around 185,000 medical consultations annually. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-08/118369/  
 
 

European Parliament Debate 

US President Trump’s announcement to recognise Jerusalem as capital of Israel 
Note that only speeches delivered in English have been included in this abstract 

… Federica Mogherini (Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of 
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy): … Mr President, the voice of the 
European Union has been heard loud and clear in all corners of the word after President 
Trump’s announcement on Jerusalem. We believe that Jerusalem shall be the capital of 
two states: West Jerusalem for the state of Israel and East Jerusalem for the state of 
Palestine. We believe that the only way to achieve this goal is through direct negotiations 
between the parties based on the 1967 borders and that there is no alternative solution 
that  would be  both  viable and  sustainable,  meet the  aspirations  of the two sides  and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117550/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117550/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118071/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118071/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-08/118369/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-08/118369/


 3 

 

address the legitimate concerns. This is the position of the entire European Union and 
this is what all 28 Foreign Ministers said yesterday morning to Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, one by one, in full unity. Our position is built on the most solid foundations. It 
is based on the Oslo Accords between Israeli and Palestinian leaders and on the 
international consensus embodied in UN Security Council Resolution 478. … 
This move risks strengthening radical forces in the region and weakening forces of 
wisdom and moderation, being completely counterproductive. … 
The Israelis and the Palestinians also know where we stand and this makes us a 
credible, predictable and indispensable partner for them to restart a meaningful peace 
process. It therefore comes as no surprise that our meeting yesterday with Prime 
Minister Netanyahu was very open and frank. We did not hide our disagreements 
because this is what good friends and partners, as we are, should always do. … 
At the same time, we understand Israel’s security concerns and we want to see them 
properly addressed. I took the opportunity of the visit of Prime Minister Netanyahu – the 
first one for more than 20 years – to condemn in the strongest possible terms all attacks 
against Jews everywhere in the world, including in Europe, and all attacks against Israeli 
citizens. At the same time, we believe that Israel’s security interests are best served by 
having a stable, viable, independent Palestinian state living in peace and security at the 
side of the Israeli state. … 
I presented the very same position, very openly and very clearly, to our Palestinian and 
Arab friends. Last week, I spoke with President Abbas and guaranteed that the European 
Union will continue to work for Jerusalem to be the capital of both the state of Israel and 
the state of Palestine. … 
… I believe that, in these hours and days, the European Union is an important point of 
reference for the Arab world. Regardless of all the narratives and the rhetoric about the 
Arab world and the West, Europe constitutes an important point of reference to uphold 
the principle and the consensus developed on Jerusalem. … 
… Jerusalem is not just a city. Jerusalem is the cradle of three faiths. Our ancestors 
believed that it was the centre of the entire world and the whole world still looks at 
Jerusalem. It can be a reason for division and even war or it can be the most powerful 
symbol of peace and reconciliation. The region and the world count on Europe – count 
on the European Union – to stay engaged with a clear, united message and clear, 
determined work and this is exactly what we are doing in the clearest and most united 
manner. … 

 

Fabio Massimo Castaldo (on behalf of the EFDD Group): … The decision by 
President Trump to recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital is the diplomatic equivalent of 
using a nuclear weapon. It is a choice that is reckless, irresponsible and indeed 
damaging for both the Israeli and the Palestinian people and is detrimental to the 
prospects for an already difficult peace process. The consequences are in front of all of 
us: six consecutive days of clashes, four Palestinians dead so far, and more than 1 200 
wounded, one Israeli stabbed. … 
Jerusalem cannot just be the capital of Israel, or even less just the capital of Palestine. It 
must be the capital of both states, and we must recognise Palestine as a state, as 
provided for in the Oslo agreements. I dare to say, given its unique status as a holy city 
for the three great monotheistic religions, that Jerusalem should be the heritage and 
capital of all mankind. … 

 

Lars Adaktusson (PPE): … Except in some periods under the Crusaders, Jerusalem 
has never been the capital of any country other than Israel, and never for any other 
people except the Jewish people. The US demands to move its embassy to West 
Jerusalem, which has been part of the State of Israel since its foundation. Having said 
this, it would have been preferable if this US decision had been taken as a result of direct 
negotiations between the parties, so it is therefore a correct decision in principle but with 
adverse timing. 
According to the  High  Representative,  the EU as a  whole stands behind the position of  
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not recognising Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. Ms Mogherini calls the unilateral 
decision of the US very worrying. Fair enough. However, why is it that the High 
Representative did not denounce another unilateral decision, about recognising the 
Palestinian State, taken by the Swedish Socialist Government in 2014? Why is it that the 
High Representative is expressing deep worries regarding one unilateral move, but not 
another? Where is the consistent and balanced approach towards Israel, 
Ms Mogherini? … 

 

Branislav Škripek (ECR): … The statement by President Trump recognising Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital is basically repeating what the US Congress and Senate already said 
with an overwhelming majority in 1995. It does not threaten the peace process and does 
not change anything about the accessibility of the holy sites, but simply recognises the 
fact that it has been a most important place for Jews for 3 000 years and the capital of 
the state of Israel since 1949. For Israel it is a confirmation of what in fact already exists 
and nothing more. 
However, we have notoriously seen an aggressive reaction from the Palestinian 
Government and Hamas. They call for a third intifada, they shout anti-Semitic slogans, 
fire rockets on Israel and so on. They attack innocent civilians. So, Madam High 
Representative, President Trump’s announcement might be seen as politically 
insensitive, but the response is outrageous. … 

 

Martina Anderson (GUE/NGL): … Palestinians have suffered at the hands of Israel for 
decades, and now the Trump administration is rubbing salt into their wounds. 
The US can no longer claim to act as a neutral player in the region, but the UN and the 
EU must show leadership, and the EU must apply sanctions and end business as usual. 
This means an arms embargo on Israel and an immediate suspension of the EU-Israel 
Association Agreement until Israel upholds human rights and international law. … 

 

Jussi Halla-aho (ECR): … the two-state model is actually the reason why the so-called 
peace process has made so little progress over the past 23 years. Firstly, Israel will not 
withdraw their military from the West Bank. One only needs to look at the map to 
understand why. Secondly, Israel will not evacuate half a million Jews from the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem, as that would result in a civil war. With the Israeli military 
presence and the settlements, a viable Palestinian State is hardly possible. … 

 

Wajid Khan (S&D): … President Trump has recognised Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel. This announcement, and the decision to move the US embassy, is a 
counterproductive measure that will damage the chances of peace. He has completely 
disregarded East Jerusalem and any reference to Palestinian aspirations for a capital of 
their own in the city. He is putting the US in violation of UN resolutions 476 and 478 by 
recognising part, or all, of East Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. … 
We are here to reaffirm that the two-state solution is the only scenario we will ever accept 
for Israel and Palestine. Let us seize the moment to re-launch negotiations between 
Israel and Palestine for a lasting solution that works for all of the people. … 

 

Federica Mogherini (Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the 
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy): … Is this move from the United States 
a possibility for the European Union to play the mediator role alone? Is the US 
discredited as an honest broker, as many think in the Arab world? Can we go forward 
alone? I want to be very clear: I believe that it is not in anyone’s interests to see the 
United States’ role discredited. … I believe it is first of all an interest that our Palestinian 
and Arab friends share that we get to a point where together …we join forces. … we 
need all the relevant players to be engaged, but on a clear political horizon: two states, 
Jerusalem the capital of both, and steps that can be accompanied by this regional 
international framework to help the parties get there. 
This is also why I did not say to Prime Minister Netanyahu that he is persona non grata – 
definitely not. He is the Prime Minister of Israel. I made it very clear – very clear – that we 
disagree on many different things, and I was probably clear even beyond what is 
normally done in diplomatic terms, because this is the way in which things should be. … 
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… what is the priority now? … Keep the situation calm in and around Jerusalem, and not 
to allow violence or escalation to take root. Second – and this goes together with it – to 
support the forces of wisdom in the region and to avoid a vacuum on the political scene, 
which would open the way for radical forces to benefit from this development. … The 
Palestinian leadership has always been ready to engage in dialogue for peace, in direct 
negotiations, and it would be damaging to both the Palestinians and the Israelis, but it is 
a risk that we are running. … 
Last but not least, I took the opportunity of Prime Minister Netanyahu’s visit yesterday in 
Brussels to wish him a Happy Hanukkah already, but please do not turn a religious 
celebration into a political argument. This is very dangerous, and it is not respectful to 
religions. … This should not be done, and especially this should not be done when we 
are discussing the situation in Jerusalem. It is dangerous; religion should never ever be 
used for political purposes on either side. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
//EP//TEXT+CRE+20171212+ITEM-015+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN 

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Iran: Terrorism 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [117750] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had with his counterpart in the 
Government of Iran about allegations that Iran is supporting the spread of Islamist 
causes around the world; and if he will make a statement. 
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [117752] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the threat 
posed by Iran's support for Shia Islamists abroad; and if he will make a statement. 

Alistair Burt: We remain concerned about Iran’s activities in the Middle East 
region, particularly regarding reports of Iran's financial and military support to 
militant and proscribed groups, such as Hizballah, Hamas and Palestinian 
rejectionist groups, and the Houthis in Yemen. This support directly undermines 
prospects for regional security and lasting peace in the region. The Foreign 
Secretary raised his concerns during his visit to Iran on 9-10 December and, with 
respect to ballistic missile attacks on Saudi Arabia from within Yemen, urged his 
Iranian counterparts to use their influence to ensure that indiscriminate and 
dangerous attacks come to an end.  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117750/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117752/ 

TOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20171212+ITEM-015+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20171212+ITEM-015+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117750/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117750/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117752/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117752/
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

  
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Draft Animal Welfare (Sentencing and Recognition of Sentience) Bill (closing date 
31 January 2018 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/animal-health-and-welfare/consultation-on-the-animal-welfare-bill/  

 

Introducing ‘opt-out’ consent for organ and tissue donation in England (closing date 
6 March 2018) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/introducing-opt-out-consent-for-organ-and-
tissue-donation-in-england 

 

Promoting Organ Donation and Transplantation in Northern Ireland (closing date 
9 March 2018) 

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/promoting-organ-donation-and-transplantation-
northern-ireland 

TOP 
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