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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Education 
Bob Blackman (Conservative): Parents in my constituency largely have access to 
schools offering faith-based education for their children, if they desire it, but every one of 
those schools is over-subscribed. What more can my right hon. Friend do to ensure that 
there is real choice for parents in faith-based education? 

Nick Gibb: We greatly value the important role that faith schools play in our 
education system. They are high performing, they are popular with parents and 
they make an excellent contribution to our education system. Through the free 
schools programme, we have facilitated the creation of 71 new state-funded faith 
schools. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-11/debates/84FE3B03-D3A1-4284-91EA-
399CA0F3AF06/TopicalQuestions#contribution-1B03AA5E-EB3F-4AB6-8E58-33F55B176B80  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Faith Schools 
Bob Blackman (Conservative) [902862] What steps she is taking to support the 
opening of more faith schools. 

Nick Gibb: I am a strong supporter of Church and faith schools, they are high 
performing, popular with parents and make an excellent contribution to our 
education system. Through the free schools programme we have supported the 
creation of 71 new state-funded Church and faith schools. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-11/902862/  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Race Equality Action Plan 
… The Race Equality Action Plan contains more than 120 actions spanning employment, 
education,  health,  housing,  poverty,  community  cohesion  and  safety  for  all  minority  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-11/debates/84FE3B03-D3A1-4284-91EA-399CA0F3AF06/TopicalQuestions#contribution-1B03AA5E-EB3F-4AB6-8E58-33F55B176B80
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-11/debates/84FE3B03-D3A1-4284-91EA-399CA0F3AF06/TopicalQuestions#contribution-1B03AA5E-EB3F-4AB6-8E58-33F55B176B80
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-11/902862/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-11/902862/
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ethnic communities in Scotland. … 
Ms Constance said: “This Government believes people from different backgrounds enrich 
Scotland socially, culturally and economically and we want to remove the barriers 
preventing people from minority ethnic communities realising their true potential. … 
“Our action plan shows our leadership in this area to advance race equality but this isn’t 
the job of government alone and all society must play their part in removing the barriers 
faced by our minority ethnic communities. …” 
The Action Plan builds on the Race Equality Framework for Scotland and is informed by 
the work of the Independent Race Equality Adviser, Kaliani Lyle. 
She said: “Over the years there have been a whole host of race equality initiatives, 
inquiries, research reports and reviews. And yet what we see today is that among the 
BME communities poverty is deeper, overcrowding worse and unemployment higher. 
“My report, Addressing Race Inequality in Scotland – The Way Forward, is not an end in 
itself. For my report to make a real difference there needs to be a commitment to create 
real change for people on the ground. Those who are directly affected by racial 
discrimination and lack of opportunity require action from politicians and policy makers to 
show that they are serious about addressing the problems and a willingness to make the 
choices that can improve the life chances of our fellow citizens. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://news.gov.scot/news/race-equality-action-plan 
 
A Fairer Scotland for All: Race Equality Action Plan 2017-2021 and Highlight Report 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00528746.pdf 
 
Addressing Race Inequality in Scotland: The Way Forward 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00528756.pdf 
 
 

Welsh Assembly 

A Parliament that Works for Wales: Expert Panel on Assembly Electoral Reform 
 

Report 
http://www.assembly.wales/NAfW%20Documents/About%20the%20Assembly%20secti
on%20documents/Expert%20Panel%20on%20Assembly%20Electoral%20Reform/A%2
0Parliament%20that%20Works%20for%20Wales.pdf  
 

Summary Report 
http://www.assembly.wales/NAfW%20Documents/About%20the%20Assembly%20secti
on%20documents/Expert%20Panel%20on%20Assembly%20Electoral%20Reform/A%2
0Parliament%20that%20Works%20for%20Wales%20-%20Summary%20Report.pdf  
 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Palestinians: Foreign Relations 
Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru) [116412] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 21 November 2017 to Question 
113243 on Palestinians: foreign relations, for what reason his the term safe and secure is 
not used in respect of a future Palestinian state. 

Alistair  Burt:   The   answer  to  PQ  113243   was  a   formal   statement   of  the  
 

https://news.gov.scot/news/race-equality-action-plan
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00528746.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00528756.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/NAfW%20Documents/About%20the%20Assembly%20section%20documents/Expert%20Panel%20on%20Assembly%20Electoral%20Reform/A%20Parliament%20that%20Works%20for%20Wales.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/NAfW%20Documents/About%20the%20Assembly%20section%20documents/Expert%20Panel%20on%20Assembly%20Electoral%20Reform/A%20Parliament%20that%20Works%20for%20Wales.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/NAfW%20Documents/About%20the%20Assembly%20section%20documents/Expert%20Panel%20on%20Assembly%20Electoral%20Reform/A%20Parliament%20that%20Works%20for%20Wales.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/NAfW%20Documents/About%20the%20Assembly%20section%20documents/Expert%20Panel%20on%20Assembly%20Electoral%20Reform/A%20Parliament%20that%20Works%20for%20Wales%20-%20Summary%20Report.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/NAfW%20Documents/About%20the%20Assembly%20section%20documents/Expert%20Panel%20on%20Assembly%20Electoral%20Reform/A%20Parliament%20that%20Works%20for%20Wales%20-%20Summary%20Report.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/NAfW%20Documents/About%20the%20Assembly%20section%20documents/Expert%20Panel%20on%20Assembly%20Electoral%20Reform/A%20Parliament%20that%20Works%20for%20Wales%20-%20Summary%20Report.pdf
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Government's policy in standard terms. That policy self-evidently includes 
supporting the Palestinian Authority to lay the foundations for a safe and secure 
Palestinian state. In line with United Nations Security Council Resolution 242 
(1967) the UK has always supported the right of all parties in the region to a just 
and lasting peace, with secure and recognised boundaries. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-29/116412/  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-15/113243/  
 

Israel: Gaza 
Harriet Harman (Labour) [117460] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, how many times in the past two years he has made 
representations to the Government of Israel on lifting the blockade of Gaza. 

Alistair Burt: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv regularly raises the issue of restrictions on 
Gaza with Israeli authorities, stressing their effect on Gaza’s economic 
development, and urging Israel to go further in easing movement and access 
restrictions. The Foreign Secretary most recently raised the situation in Gaza 
during his visit to Israel in March. I went to Gaza in August and raised the matter 
with Israeli authorities. We also continue to urge Egypt to show maximum 
flexibility in opening the Rafah crossing. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117460/ 
 

Jerusalem 
Rosena Allin-Khan (Labour) [117927] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions the Government has had with the Israeli 
Government on President Trump's decision to recognise Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel. 

Alistair Burt: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have reiterrated our position 
on this matter to the Israeli authorities. The UK’s long-standing position on the 
status of Jerusalem is clear: it should be determined in a negotiated settlement 
between the Israelis and the Palestinians, and Jerusalem should ultimately be the 
shared capital of the Israeli and Palestinian states. In line with relevant Security 
Council Resolutions, we regard East Jerusalem as part of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories.  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/117927/  
 

Jerusalem 
Dan Carden (Labour) [118039] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the potential implications for 
the stability of the region, including the potential for destabilisation and violence, of the 
US Government recognising Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 

Alistair Burt: As the Prime Minister said in her statement of 6 December, we 
disagree with the US decision to move its embassy to Jerusalem and recognise 
Jerusalem as the Israeli capital before a final status agreement. We believe it is 
unhelpful in terms of prospects for peace in the region. We call on all parties to 
work together to maintain calm. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118039/ 

 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-us-decision-to-move-embassy-to-
jerusalem-6-december-2017  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-29/116412/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-29/116412/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-15/113243/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-15/113243/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117460/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-05/117460/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/117927/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/117927/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118039/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118039/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-us-decision-to-move-embassy-to-jerusalem-6-december-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-us-decision-to-move-embassy-to-jerusalem-6-december-2017
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Jerusalem 
Dan Carden (Labour) [118041] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, whether he received reports that US President Donald Trump is 
set to recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 

Alistair Burt: The Prime Minister has made clear the UK's position on President 
Trump's announcement to recognise Jersualem as the capital of Israel. While we 
disagree with the US decision to move its embassy to Jerusalem and recognise 
Jerusalem as the Israeli capital before a final status agreement, we note the 
importance of President Trump's clear acknowledgement that the final status of 
Jerusalem, including the sovereign boundaries within the city, must be subject to 
negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestinians. In line with relevant 
Security Council Resolutions, we regard East Jerusalem as part of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118041/ 
 

Israel: USA 
Dan Carden (Labour) [118042] To ask the Prime Minister, what discussions she has had 
with US President Donald Trump on (a) his proposal to move the US Embassy to 
Jerusalem and (b) US recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel; and if she will 
make a statement. 

Theresa May: I refer the hon. Member to the answer I gave to the right hon. 
Member for Exeter (Mr Bradshaw) on 6 December 2017, Official Report, column 
1031. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118042/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-
232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-BEDF6F0C-C3DD-4E06-
8A82-62C59A0081ED  

The Prime Minister: I intend to speak to President Trump about this matter, but 
our position has not changed—as the right hon. Gentleman says, it has been a 
long-standing one. It is also a very clear one: the status of Jerusalem should be 
determined in a negotiated settlement between the Israelis and the Palestinians, 
and Jerusalem should ultimately form a shared capital between the Israeli and 
Palestinian states. We continue to support a two-state solution. We recognise the 
importance of Jerusalem and our position on that has not changed. 
 

 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Ministerial Guidance 
… col 1376 Lord Collins of Highbury (Labour): My Lords, an issue of concern … has 
been the capacity of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to deliver on behalf of this 
United Kingdom … Only last week, when we were discussing President Trump’s decision 
on Jerusalem, the Foreign Secretary made a speech in which our concern was to be 
included but that section was omitted. That is not a matter of capacity; it is clearly a 
matter of design. Will the Minister explain why such an important position of the United 
Kingdom was ignored by the Foreign Secretary? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … The noble Lord raises an important point about 
international issues. I draw his attention and that of my noble friend to the 
statement given by Ambassador Rycroft at the United Nations, where we stood 
side by side with other European nations to make clear our position on the issue 
of east Jerusalem. …  We remain  consistent  with all  Governments in saying that  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118041/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118041/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118042/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-12-06/118042/
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-BEDF6F0C-C3DD-4E06-8A82-62C59A0081ED
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-BEDF6F0C-C3DD-4E06-8A82-62C59A0081ED
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-12-06/debates/94787B6F-97E4-4019-BF2F-232B0454E952/PublicServicesWestMidlands#contribution-BEDF6F0C-C3DD-4E06-8A82-62C59A0081ED
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we need a two-state solution where the capital of Jerusalem is shared by both 
states. That point has been made consistently by all Governments of all sides. … 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, the Israeli press comment on 
the recent visit was rather critical, and I have seen many other critical comments on the 
Foreign Secretary’s performance in other foreign media over the last year. Can the 
Minister try to redress the balance by telling us about the Foreign Secretary’s close, 
mutually confident relationships with any particular senior Ministers of foreign 
Governments? 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: … the Foreign Secretary has just returned from a 
very important and constructive visit to Iran and the Middle East, where I am sure 
noble Lords will agree that we have important relationships. … 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-12-11/debates/B2A3CE4A-8E6E-4EF3-82A9-
13790290AC58/ForeignAndCommonwealthOfficeMinisterialGuidance#contribution-
43FCC50E-339E-4297-BF27-ABC7D2F8B75B 
 

 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Travel Restrictions 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL3639] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the administration in Gaza concerning prospects for 
opening the Rafah crossing and allowing people with visas to leave. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not raised this issue with the 
administration in Gaza. The UK retains a policy of no contact with Hamas in its 
entirety. We encourage the Palestinian Authority (PA) to fully resume its 
government functions in Gaza, and ensure that the reconciliation process is 
compliant with the Quartet Principles. Officials from our Consulate-General in 
Jerusalem frequently urge the PA to take steps to improve conditions in Gaza. We 
have also raised the opening of the Rafah crossing with Egypt. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3639/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL3640] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding reports of the 
detention of a nine year old boy during raids in the occupied West Bank in November. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities, the UK continues to have strong concerns about continued 
reports of ill-treatment of Palestinian minors in Israeli military detention, notably 
the use of painful restraints and insufficient notification of legal rights. Our 
Ambassador to Israel raised concerns with Israeli Attorney-General Mandelblit on 
3 October, and the Minister for the Middle East Alistair Burt also raised our 
concerns with the Israeli authorities during his visit to Israel in August 2017. 
We will continue regularly to raise this issue with the Israeli authorities, and to 
press them to secure necessary improvements to the practices surrounding the 
military detention of minors. We will also continue to work closely with our 
European partners in country. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3640/  
 

Israel: Freedom of Expression 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL3641] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
action they are taking with their international partners to support and encourage free 
speech in Israel, following reports of intimidation and public order offences  committed by  

far-right groups in that country. 
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-12-11/debates/B2A3CE4A-8E6E-4EF3-82A9-13790290AC58/ForeignAndCommonwealthOfficeMinisterialGuidance#contribution-43FCC50E-339E-4297-BF27-ABC7D2F8B75B
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-12-11/debates/B2A3CE4A-8E6E-4EF3-82A9-13790290AC58/ForeignAndCommonwealthOfficeMinisterialGuidance#contribution-43FCC50E-339E-4297-BF27-ABC7D2F8B75B
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-12-11/debates/B2A3CE4A-8E6E-4EF3-82A9-13790290AC58/ForeignAndCommonwealthOfficeMinisterialGuidance#contribution-43FCC50E-339E-4297-BF27-ABC7D2F8B75B
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3639/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3639/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3640/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3640/
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Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government stands up for and strongly 
supports the right of freedom of expression. We welcome the repeated public 
commitments of the Israeli Government, including the President and Prime 
Minister, to uphold and protect Israel’s longstanding tradition of freedom of 
expression. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3641/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL3642] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding reports by the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs that the Israeli military have issued 
orders demarcating areas where three Palestinian herding communities are located, 
resulting in 419 people being at heightened risk of forcible transfer. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The UK is gravely concerned by Israeli proposals to 
relocate Bedouin population from the E1 area, which the UN has said could 
constitute forcible transfer. We regularly raise our concerns with the Israeli 
authorities, including through our Embassy in Tel Aviv. These plans could have a 
negative impact on the communities concerned and will likely open the way for 
further settlement expansion – endangering the viability of the two-state solution. 
We continue to follow developments closely. Staff from the British Consulate 
General visited Jabal al-Baba on 9 November, and both Ein al-Hilweh and Umm 
al-Jammal on 22 November. We also provide legal aid to the community at Jabal 
al-Baba through our support to the Norwegian Refugee Council. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3642/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL3643] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding reports by the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of a blockage by the Israeli military of 
roads connecting southern Hebron to the rest of the West Bank, placing residents at risk 
of forcible transfer. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this specific issue, we 
have consistently called on the Israeli Government to ease movement and access 
restrictions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3643/  
 
 

European Parliament 

US decisions on Jerusalem and the Iran nuclear deal to be debated with Mogherini 
MEPs will discuss the recent pledge by US President Donald Trump to recognise 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and his decision not to certify the Iran nuclear deal. 
MEPs will discuss Mr Trump’s pledge to recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and 
his order that the State Department should start preparing to move the US embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, on Tuesday afternoon with Federica Mogherini. Yesterday the 
High Representative met Prime Minister Netanyahu in Brussels with EU Foreign 
Ministers. They discussed how the EU can facilitate the peace process. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20171207IPR89771/us-decisions-on-
jerusalem-and-the-iran-nuclear-deal-to-be-debated-with-mogherini  

TOP 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3641/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3641/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3642/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3642/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3643/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-27/HL3643/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20171207IPR89771/us-decisions-on-jerusalem-and-the-iran-nuclear-deal-to-be-debated-with-mogherini
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20171207IPR89771/us-decisions-on-jerusalem-and-the-iran-nuclear-deal-to-be-debated-with-mogherini
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Joint-statement by First Vice-President Timmermans and Commissioner Jourová 
on the recent Antisemitic attacks and demonstrations 
"We are shocked and outraged by the wave of Antisemitic attacks and demonstrations 
that are spreading hatred against Jews in European cities over the last days. There can 
be no justification and we stand in full solidarity with the European Jewish communities in 
condemning these vile attacks in the strongest possible way. 
We expect the perpetrators of Antisemitic incitement to be prosecuted. European Jews 
must be able to live their lives in freedom and peace in Europe. This means rapid 
response to Antisemitic actions, but it also means educating our young. There is no place 
for Antisemitism in Europe, and in the joint battle against Antisemitism we should all work 
together to rid us from this ideology of hatred."  
The European institutions have stepped up their efforts to combat Antisemitism and other 
forms of racism and xenophobia. In 2015, the European Commission appointed a 
Coordinator on combating Antisemitism as contact point for Jewish organisations and 
communities. To address illegal hate speech online, including Antisemitic hate speech, 
the Commission agreed on a Code of Conduct with major companies. The newly 
established EU High Level Group on combating racism, xenophobia and other forms of 
intolerance brings together EU and national efforts in ensuring effective implementation 
of rules and in setting up effective policies to prevent and combat hate crime and hate 
speech. This is done by fostering thematic discussions on gaps, challenges and 
responses, promoting best practice exchange, developing guidance and strengthening 
cooperation and synergies between key stakeholders. The European Parliament adopted 
this June its first-ever resolution on combating Antisemitism. For better understanding of 
the concerns within the Jewish community, the EU Fundamental Rights Agency will 
conduct its 2nd survey on the perception of Antisemitism among Jews in 13 Member 
States in 2018.  
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-17-5207_en.htm  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Briefing: The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill: clauses 9, 8 and 17 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8170/CBP-8170.pdf  

  
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
 
 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-1471_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-0243+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STATEMENT-17-5207_en.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8170/CBP-8170.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
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Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

** Promoting Organ Donation and Transplantation in Northern Ireland (closing date 
9 March 2017) 

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/promoting-organ-donation-and-transplantation-
northern-ireland  

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/promoting-organ-donation-and-transplantation-northern-ireland
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/consultations/promoting-organ-donation-and-transplantation-northern-ireland

