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House of Commons Library 

Briefing: Anti-bullying week 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2017-0237/CDP-2017-0237.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
T5. Kelly Tolhurst (Conservative): In April last year, I had the pleasure of visiting 
Palestine, but also the sadness of witnessing a young Palestinian boy being tried in an 
Israeli military court for throwing stones, with no choice of representation and the whole 
process conducted in Hebrew. We stand up for fairness, so will the Minister tell me 
whether his Department plans to review the “Children in Military Custody” report that was 
funded by his Department and published in 2012? [901935] 

The Minister for the Middle East (Alistair Burt): We continue to urge Israel to 
implement the recommendations in the “Children in Military Custody” report. I 
raised the issue with the Israeli authorities during my visit to Israel in August 2017, 
and Ministers and the British ambassador to Tel Aviv have spoken and written to 
the Israeli Justice Minister and the Israeli Attorney General. The UK continues to 
have strong concerns about reports of the ill treatment of Palestinian minors in 
Israeli military detention. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-21/debates/8037A193-9D01-46A9-A11F-
10ED1754097A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-0E74383D-22A5-4BE8-B518-8F6B8CF119B9 
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf  
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Topical Questions: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Richard Burden (Labour): The military orders issued against the Bedouin villages of 
Jabal al-Baba, Ain al-Hilweh and Umm el-Jimal will involve the forcible transfer of over 
400 people, which the director of the Israeli human rights organisation B’Tselem has 
described as a war crime. If Israel believes such actions can continue without 
consequence, what reason will it have to think it should do anything other than carry on 
with such actions with impunity? 

Alistair Burt: The hon. Gentleman’s words and concerns are echoed by the 
United Kingdom. As has repeatedly been made clear, we believe that concerns 
about demolitions, threatened demolitions and movements make a peace 
settlement more difficult, and we are repeatedly in contact with Israel about that. 
We still hope that current events in the region give Israel an opportunity to 
recognise that it can have a secure viable future with a two-state solution. We will 
do everything in our power to press it to take that opportunity, as the Palestinians 
should as well. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-21/debates/8037A193-9D01-46A9-A11F-
10ED1754097A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-4DD5579A-DC7B-4639-A793-7B08F07892B6 
 

West Bank 
10.Julie Elliott (Labour): What recent discussions he has had with the Government of 
Israel on the status of Palestinian communities in area C of the west bank threatened 
with demolition. [901949] 
13. Alan Brown (SNP): What recent discussions he has had with the Government of 
Israel on the status of Palestinian communities in area C of the west bank threatened 
with demolition. [901952] 

The Minister for the Middle East (Alistair Burt): We are seriously concerned by 
the continued demolition of Palestinian property by the Israeli authorities, which 
causes unnecessary suffering and is harmful to peace. We regularly raise this 
issue, and our embassy in Tel Aviv most recently raised our concerns with Israel 
in a joint démarche with European partners on 2 November. 

Julie Elliott: I thank the Minister for his answer. As we know, we have recently seen a 
very clear indication from Israel’s Defence Minister about the intention to demolish the 
communities of Khan al-Ahmar and Susiya, and the military has issued a demarcation 
order signalling the intention to evacuate communities in the Jordan valley and E1 areas. 
Does the Minister agree that Israel must be held to account if those things actually take 
place? 

Alistair Burt: This is the subject of a continued conversation with the Israeli 
authorities in which we make it clear, as do others, that the threat to settlements is 
unacceptable. I have visited both places—Khan al-Ahmar some years ago, and 
Susiya quite recently—as have representatives from the embassy. We wait to see 
further developments. There is a lot of talk about further demolitions, but then the 
legal process holds them back. However, Israel can be in no doubt of our 
concerns about the demolition of Palestinian properties and the damage that that 
does for the prospects of a peaceful settlement. 

Alan Brown: The reality is that 100,000 hectares of Palestinian land have been taken for 
settlements and 50,000 homes have been demolished. Will the Minister at least call on 
the Israeli Government to lift the demolition order on the Bedouin village of Susiya, to 
which he referred? Will he put in place measures, such as guidance to UK businesses 
that they stop trading with illegal settlements, in a bid to break this cycle? 

Alistair Burt: We will keep our existing trade relationships, which allow customers 
to make their own decisions about where the goods they buy come from. We are 
making our position on settlements extremely clear, and we will continue to do so. 

Bob Blackman (Conservative): I thank the Minister for his answers. When Prime 
Minister Netanyahu was in London recently, what discussions did my right hon. Friend 
have  with  him  about  face-to-face  peace  talks   between  the  state  of  Israel  and  the  

 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-21/debates/8037A193-9D01-46A9-A11F-10ED1754097A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-4DD5579A-DC7B-4639-A793-7B08F07892B6
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-21/debates/8037A193-9D01-46A9-A11F-10ED1754097A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-4DD5579A-DC7B-4639-A793-7B08F07892B6
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Palestinians so that we can create a state of Palestine alongside a secure state of Israel? 
Alistair Burt: When the Prime Minister met Prime Minister Netanyahu on 2 
November, she reiterated our continued opposition to settlement activity, and also 
encouraged him to make the most of the likely opportunities that will come up 
when the Americans bring forward the proposals they have been discussing 
privately for some months about the prospects of peace. This chance should not 
be missed by either side. 

Ross Thomson (Conservative): This year marks 40 years since Egyptian President 
Sadat’s historic visit to Israel, which led to a lasting peace between Israel and Egypt. 
Peace has only lasted when Israel’s neighbours have reciprocated its goodwill gestures, 
with land swaps a key aspect of that. Does my right hon. Friend agree that there can be 
peace between Israel and Palestinians only following the resumption of direct peace talks 
in which issues including land borders can be resolved? 

Alistair Burt: The short answer is yes, but I do not think we should miss the 40th 
anniversary of the extraordinary activity that took place between Israel and Egypt. 
What we would give now for a similar gesture of peace on all sides to bring this 
long-standing conflict to an end. 

Catherine West (Labour): Does the Minister believe, with particular reference to Israel 
and the west bank, that holding children in detention constitutes a breach of the United 
Nations convention on the rights of the child? 

Alistair Burt: We express repeated concerns to Israel about the treatment of 
children and ask it to adhere to UN principles on that. We continue to raise this 
matter of long-standing concern. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-21/debates/05F147CA-4813-4D26-
B655-C4BF89EA9F20/WestBank  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Gaza 
Ian Paisley (DUP) [113130] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the extent of renewed tunnel 
building into Israel by Hamas in Gaza. 

Alistair Burt: We remain deeply concerned by Hamas attempts to rearm and 
rebuild militant infrastructure, including the tunnel network, in Gaza. Hamas 
rearmament undermines efforts to improve the situation in Gaza and harms the 
prospects for peace and stability in the Middle East. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113130/  
 

Middle East: Violence 
Ian Paisley (DUP) [113133] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the diplomatic implications of 
recent violence in Israel and the West Bank. 

Alistair Burt: Every Israeli and Palestinian has the right to live in peace and 
security. We understand and share the deep frustration on all sides at the lack of 
progress on the Middle East Peace Process. The ongoing violence in Israel and 
the West Bank underlines that a just and lasting resolution that ends the 
occupation and delivers peace for both Israelis and Palestinians is long overdue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113133/  
 

Palestinians: Radicalism 
Ian Paisley  (DUP)  [113134]    To    ask    the    Secretary   of   State   for   Foreign   and  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-21/debates/05F147CA-4813-4D26-B655-C4BF89EA9F20/WestBank
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-21/debates/05F147CA-4813-4D26-B655-C4BF89EA9F20/WestBank
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113130/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113130/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113133/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113133/
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Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the extent of institutionalised 
radicalisation in the Palestinian territories. 

Alistair Burt: We strongly condemn all violence and all incitement to commit 
violence. We are deeply concerned by continued incitement against Israel in the 
Hamas-run media and education system. The glorification of terrorists as 
“martyrs” is a barrier to peace. But President Abbas and the Palestinian Authority 
have repeatedly demonstratd their their commitment to non-violence and a 
negotiated two-state solution. It is important the Palestinian leadership continue 
efforts to fully implement the recommendations of the Quartet Report regarding 
incitement. I raised the issue of incitement with senior Palestinian officials during 
my visit to the region in August. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113134/ 
 

Palestinians: Foreign Relations 
Nicholas Soames (Conservative) [113243] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs, what the objectives of the Government's diplomatic and 
political policy on Palestine are for 2017; and if he will make a statement. 

Alistair Burt: The UK is committed to supporting the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
and strengthening UK-Palestinian relations. The UK’s long-standing policy on the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs) is to support a negotiated settlement 
leading to a viable and sovereign Palestinian state living alongside a safe and 
secure Israel. We are planning to provide £56 million in funding to the OPTs in FY 
2017/18, helping to lay the foundation for the development of a future Palestinian 
state by fostering the development of the necessary state institutions. UK support 
helps to maintain stability, and supports the PA to act as an effective partner for 
peace with Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-15/113243/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Grocott (Labour) [HL2912] To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are 
taking to realise that part of the Balfour Declaration relating to Palestinians that "nothing 
shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine". 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: As the Prime Minister has said the UK is proud of 
the role the UK played in helping to make a Jewish homeland a reality; however, 
we also understand and respect the sensitivities many have about the Balfour 
Declaration. Balfour remains unfinished business. That is why we are committed 
to ensuring that the whole of Balfour is fulfilled, through a two-state solution which 
provides security and justice for both Israelis and Palestinians, as well as 
protecting Jewish communities across the Middle East. Our focus now is on 
encouraging the parties to take steps which bring them closer to peace, and 
Ministers are in regular contact with them. We remain absolutely committed to 
ensure the two state solution of a secure and stable Israel, and a sovereign and 
sustainable Palestinian State are achieved at the earliest time possible and will 
continue our efforts at all levels in pursuing this objective. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-06/HL2912/  
 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113134/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113134/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-15/113243/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-15/113243/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-06/HL2912/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-06/HL2912/
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Israel: Churches 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL2967] To ask Her Majesty's Government what is 
their assessment of the Church Lands Bill which is being considered in the Israeli 
Knesset. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: At this point we have not made a detailed 
assessment of the Church Lands Bill which is being considered by the Israeli 
Knesset. We consider the bill primarily to be a domestic policy issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-06/HL2967/  
 

Israel: Churches 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL2968] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding the Church Lands 
Bill which is being considered in the Israeli Knesset. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We consider the Church Lands Bill to primarily be a 
domestic policy issue and as such we have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-06/HL2968/  

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Hezbollah: Weapons 
Ian Paisley (DUP) [113131] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the extent of Hezbollah's 
weapon arsenal. 

Alistair Burt: We are aware of reports that Hizballah continues to amass an 
arsenal of weapons. We condemn the threat this poses to regional stability and 
the direct contravention of UNSCRs 1559 and 1701. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113131/  
 

Iran: Guided Weapons 
Ian Paisley (DUP) [113132] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment the Government has made of the progress 
made on Iran's ballistic missile programme. 

Alistair Burt: We have significant concerns over Iran's ballistic missile 
programme, which contributes to its destabilising regional role. Iran has 
conducted ballistic missile activity which is inconsistent with UNSCR 2231. We 
have raised our concerns with Iran and we, along with partners, have written to 
the UN Secretary General to express this concern. We keep Iran's ballistic missile 
programme under constant review and remain committed to enforcing all 
international restrictions on this programme. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-14/113132/  

TOP 
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Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

Teacher training experts explore challenges and solutions in teaching about 
intolerance and anti-Semitism at OSCE/ODIHR meeting in Lisbon 
Thirty-five education professionals from teacher training institutions across the OSCE 
region came together in Lisbon on 21 and 22 November 2017 for a meeting focusing on 
solutions to the challenges faced by teachers when they address intolerance, bias, 
prejudice, anti-Semitism and related subjects in the classroom. 
The event was organized by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights (ODIHR) as part of its Words into Action to Address Anti-Semitism project. 
“We need to find answers to the questions of why it is so difficult for teachers in some 
parts of the OSCE area to address these subjects and why they sometimes choose to 
avoid them altogether,” ODIHR Project Manager Ilan Cohn said … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/357936  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-21/debates/4BD8BD60-F424-4132-
871D-D26E6E326DE9/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill  
 

Notice of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-
2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_1121.1-7.html  
and 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-
2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_daily_cwh_1120.1-7.html  
 

Scottish Parliament Finance and Constitution Committee: evidence session 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11205&i=102129#ScotParlOR  

  
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 
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https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_daily_cwh_1120.1-7.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11205&i=102129#ScotParlOR
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
** closes in 2 days 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 
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