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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Business of the House 
Bob Blackman (Conservative): This Sunday, the Association of Jewish Ex-Servicemen 
and Women will proudly parade at the Cenotaph, remembering the comrades who fell in 
conflicts. It is also Mitzvah Day, when thousands of people from across the UK will come 
together to help the poor and needy. Could my right hon. Friend therefore find 
Government time for a debate on volunteering so that we can celebrate those who give 
their time voluntarily for no reward?  

Andrea Leadsom: I share my hon. Friend’s gratitude and enthusiasm for those 
who volunteer. So many services are provided and so much good is done by 
people who offer their time for nothing, just to provide help and support to their 
fellow man, and I thoroughly encourage him, as the subject has been raised a 
number of times by Members across the House, to seek perhaps a Bac-Bench or 
a Westminster Hall debate on this subject. I know that many Members would be 
interested in taking part. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-16/debates/85674736-C1E8-4263-9E76-
FD92D12F5C97/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-2C0620C5-B11D-45F9-BE8E-
04AEE3BB7057  
 

 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Hate Crime: Prosecutions 
Lord Vinson (Conservative) [HL2876] To ask Her Majesty's Government under what 
authority the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has agreed a definition of racially and 
religiously aggravated crime that is wider than the legal definition under the Crime and 
Disorder Act 1998 and Criminal Justice Act 2003, as indicated in the CPS Public 
statement on prosecuting racist and religious hate crime published in August. 

Lord Keen of Elie: In order to charge and prosecute hate crimes, the CPS uses 
the legal definition provided by the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and Criminal 
Justice Act 2003. The shared police and CPS definition of hate crime is based on 
the perception of the victim or any other person and allows for case flagging and 
monitoring as well as appropriate victim support, it does not affect the charge. 
This flagging definition comes from the recommended definition in the 
Macpherson report which was published in  1999 as a result of the inquiry into the  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-16/debates/85674736-C1E8-4263-9E76-FD92D12F5C97/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-2C0620C5-B11D-45F9-BE8E-04AEE3BB7057
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-16/debates/85674736-C1E8-4263-9E76-FD92D12F5C97/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-2C0620C5-B11D-45F9-BE8E-04AEE3BB7057
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-16/debates/85674736-C1E8-4263-9E76-FD92D12F5C97/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-2C0620C5-B11D-45F9-BE8E-04AEE3BB7057
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murder of Stephen Lawrence. The Macpherson Report found a lack of confidence 
within communities that hate crime was being treated seriously by the police and 
Criminal Justice System and recommended that the definition of a racist incident 
should be, ‘any incident which is perceived to be racist by the victim or any other 
person’. Putting the victim’s perception at the heart of the definition gives a clear 
signal that, once flagged as a hate crime, an appropriate investigation will follow 
and evidence to support the law on hostility will be proactively sought. The 
definition seeks to encourage victims to report and to increase confidence in the 
Criminal Justice System. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2876/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-08916 John Mason (SNP): Scottish Interfaith Week 2017 – That the Parliament 
welcomes the celebration of Scottish Interfaith Week 2017, which was officially 
launched on 13 November; notes that the week aims to provide an opportunity for people 
from all backgrounds to celebrate Scotland’s religious heritage and diversity; 
understands that Scottish Interfaith Week has been celebrated since its inauguration in 
2004; further understands that the theme for this year’s week is “creativity and the arts”, 
which aims to highlight the positive impact that the arts can have in breaking down 
barriers between people; wishes the event every success, and hopes that it will achieve 
its goal of helping foster a more tolerant and connected society. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-08916 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Battle of Beersheba: Anniversaries 
Bill Wiggin (Conservative) [111831] To ask the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport, what steps she is taking to commemorate the Battle of Beersheba in 
1917. 

John Glen: While the Government has not commemorated the centenary of the 
Battle of Beersheba with a specific event, Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Israel and 
the Chief of the Air Staff attended a commemoration to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Battle of Beersheba on 31 October 2017, at the 
Commonwealth War Graves Beersheba War Cemetery in Be’er Sheva, Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-06/111831/  
 

Palestinians: Cartoons 
Ian Austin (Labour) [112564] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, with reference to the memorandum of understanding between the 
Palestinian Authority and her Department, what discussions her Department has had 
with the Palestinian Authority as a result of the publication of cartoons showing the UK 
Prime Minister (a) with a pig's snout and carrying a Star of David and (b) drinking a glass 
of Palestinian blood, published on a Fatah Facebook page on 2 November 2017 and in 
the Palestinian Authority's official daily newspaper, Al-Hayat Al-Jadida on 1 November 
2017 respectively. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2876/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2876/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08916
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-08916
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-06/111831/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-06/111831/
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Alistair Burt: Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to adhere to the principle of non-
violence and to tackle language and avoid actions that could incite violence or 
hatred. The UK continues to urge the Palestinian leadership to uphold this 
principle. The UK Government deplores any act of incitement to violence; I raised 
the issue of incitement with senior Palestinian counterparts during my visit to the 
region in August. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-13/112564/  
 

Israel: Visits Abroad 
Tom Watson (Labour) [112609] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, when officials of his Department in (a) Israel and the Palestinian 
Territories and (b) London first became aware that the Right hon. Member for Witham 
visited Israel in the summer of 2017. 

Alistair Burt: I refer the Rt Hon Member to my answer to written question 112026 
of 13 November. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-13/112609/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-07/112026/ 

Alistair Burt: It is longstanding practice under successive Governments that we 
do not routinely disclose information relating to internal discussion and advice. My 
right hon. Friend the member for Witham (Ms Patel) resigned as Secretary of 
State for International Development on 8 November. I refer the Hon Member to 
the exchange of letters between my right hon. Friend and the Prime Minister on 
her resignation; and to the statement issued by my right hon. Friend on 6 
November, a copy of which is available on the gov.uk website. 
 

Israel: Visits Abroad 
Tom Watson (Labour) [112611] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, whether his officials in Israel or the Palestinian Territories met 
the Right hon. Member for Witham between 13 and 25 August 2017. 

Alistair Burt: It is longstanding practice under successive Governments that we 
do not routinely disclose information relating to internal discussion and advice. My 
Rt Hon. Friend the member for Witham (Ms Patel) resigned as Secretary of State 
for International Development on 8 November. I refer the Hon Member to the 
exchange of letters between my Rt Hon. Friend the member for Witham (Ms 
Patel) and the Prime Minister on her resignation; and to the statement issued by 
my Rt Hon. Friend on 6 November, a copy of which is available on 
the gov.uk website. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-13/112611/  
 
 

United Nations 

Second Committee Approves 8 Resolutions including Text Calling upon Israel to 
End Exploitation of Occupied Palestinian Territory, Syrian Golan 
The Second Committee (Economic and Financial) today approved eight draft resolutions, 
including one calling on Israel to cease exploitation of the occupied Palestinian territory 
and Syrian Golan. 
Also  by  that  text,  “permanent  sovereignty  of  the  Palestinian  people  in the  occupied  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-13/112564/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-13/112564/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-13/112609/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-13/112609/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-07/112026/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-07/112026/
http://gov.uk/
http://gov.uk/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-13/112611/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-13/112611/
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Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied 
Syrian Golan over their natural resources”, the General Assembly would call upon Israel 
to comply with its obligations under international law and to cease all policies and 
measures aimed at the alteration of the character and status of the occupied Palestinian 
territory. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaef3489.doc.htm  
 
Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied 
Syrian Golan over their natural resources (A/C.2/72/L.40) 
http://undocs.org/A/C.2/72/L.40  

TOP 

 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-
2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_1117.1-7.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
** closes in 5 days 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gaef3489.doc.htm
http://undocs.org/A/C.2/72/L.40
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_1117.1-7.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_1117.1-7.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
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Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 
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