
 1 

16 November 2017 
Issue 1,536  

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Foreign Affairs 

Other Relevant Information 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Meat Products: Labelling 
Laurence Robertson (Conservative) [112359] To ask the Secretary of State for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, what his Department's policy is on supermarkets 
and food producers being required to display methods of slaughter on meat products; 
and if he will make a statement. 

George Eustice: There is no national or EU requirement to display the method of 
slaughter on meat products but where this is included it must be accurate. The 
Government believes that consumers should have the necessary information 
available to them to make an informed choice about their food, and this is 
something we can consider in the context of leaving the EU. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-10/112359/  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Prejudice-based Bullying and Harassment in Schools, and Personal and Social 
Education 
15.14 Alex Cole-Hamilton (Liberal Democrat): … Our inquiry heard stories of racism, 
sexism, disability prejudice, religious and ethnic intolerance, homophobic bullying, hate 
speech, and physical and sexual harassment. … We were concerned to hear that many 
professionals in the education sector seem unequal to the challenge before them, but 
most troubling of all were the examples in which some teachers condoned or incited such 
behaviour among students, or were even the cause of it. …  
Another study found than more than half of all Muslim children in Edinburgh encountered 
Islamophobia in school, with one third of them experiencing it directly in their 
community. … 
We … welcome the Government’s support for our call to make the reporting of bullying 
and harassment mandatory across Scottish education, and for all schools to have an 
actively inclusive culture. However, we fear that, although many key players, such as 
education authorities or the General Teaching Council for Scotland, might see the need 
for  change  in  their  individual  silos,  some  might fail to  grasp the  full size,  scope  and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-10/112359/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-10/112359/
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urgency of the problem that is now facing Scotland. … 
 

15.30 The Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
(John Swinney): … the Government has this week announced details of the new 
guidance on anti-bullying, which was influenced by the contents of the Equalities and 
Human Rights Committee consideration of this question. “Respect for All: The National 
Approach to Anti-bullying for Scotland’s Children and Young People” forms part of our 
wider attempts to improve the health and wellbeing of our children and young people. It 
fits in with our on-going work to promote positive behaviour and ensure that children and 
young people feel safe and secure and are able to build up strong and positive 
relationships.…  
This Government believes that there is no place in Scotland for prejudice or 
discrimination and that everyone deserves to be treated fairly. We must continue to 
address prejudice and discrimination, to promote equality and diversity, and to introduce 
those messages at the early stages of a child’s development. … 

 

15.39 Michelle Ballantyne (Conservative): … Whether it is careless commentary or a 
targeted attack, the pervasive nature of social media has given new lifeblood to 
prejudice-based bullying. A single comment or photo can reach an entire school 
community in minutes and, unlike when most of us were young, it does not stop at the 
school gate. It reaches other schools and social settings and it follows the victim 
home. … 
Although our society is more inclusive than ever, there has been a rise in prejudicial 
bullying, so we cannot be complacent and it is clear that we need to review the way in 
which we deliver personal and social education in our schools. … 

 

15.57 Brian Whittle (Conservative): …  any prejudice, abuse or bullying—be it physical 
or mental—can have a devastating effect on the personal development process. We are 
talking about pupils withdrawing from the very opportunities and activities that can have 
such a positive impact on individual and collective development. We are talking about 
victims taking themselves out of the mainstream—out of harm’s way, as they see it, and 
being on the outside looking in. … 

 

16.03 Gail Ross (SNP): … We heard about pupils being picked on for their sexual 
orientation, a disability, their religion, their skin colour, their gender or their foreign 
accent. … 
Unfortunately, however, the committee heard some very uncomfortable evidence about 
the conduct of some teachers and local authorities. We heard about lack of care; lack of 
understanding of personal issues; lack of response to incidents of bullying; lack of proper 
investigations by some local authorities of parents’ complaints; and a complete disregard 
of scrutiny or holding anyone to account. … 

 

16.21 Jeremy Balfour (Conservative): … The comment, “Sticks and stones may break 
my bones, but words will never break me,” is perhaps one of the false statements that we 
need to stop making as a society. Words do affect people, not only when they are said 
but later in life, and often that experience will shape the person that someone 
becomes. … 
We are at an interesting juncture in relation to faith and belief. As faith and belief change 
in our society and people come to different views and perhaps turn away from traditional 
religions, we have to ask how a traditional child who believes in Islam, Judaism or 
Christianity fits into our schools. How do we protect children who have those beliefs and 
thoughts? … 
We heard that when incidents of race-based bullying take place, perhaps race-based 
bullying gets a higher priority in schools, and when there is a drop in that type of bullying, 
it falls off the agenda a bit and is not taught about as much. There is a danger that if we 
pick one characteristic over another and say, for example, that disability is more 
important than race at this time, some groups will end up missing out. … 

 

16.48 David Torrance (SNP): … When children and young people are continuously 
bullied because of their race, age, disability, gender or gender identity,  religion or beliefs,  
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or sexual orientation, they are told to accept the negative identity that others give 
them. … 
Recent studies have shown that bullying has long-term impacts that last long into their 
adult lives. Children who experience bullying as early as four years old are much more 
likely to be physically, psychologically and mentally disadvantaged. Therefore, bullying is 
not only a problem for our children; it becomes a problem for our adults too. … 

 

17.16 Johann Lamont (Labour): … Education is not necessarily the simple cause of 
discrimination, but it must not compound the problems that young people already face. … 
There should be a focus on understanding diversity in a classroom and the fact that 
people come with different experiences, and all experiences should be included instead 
of some being described as something other and as nothing to do with the school. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11193&i=102029#Scot
ParlOR  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Respect for All: The National Approach to Anti-bullying for Scotland's Children and 
Young People 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00527674.pdf 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Ahmed (Non-affiliated) [HL2774] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding reports of recent 
air strikes conducted by Israeli authorities, leading to the deaths of seven Palestinians; 
and what assessment they have made of the likelihood of such actions leading to an 
escalation of tensions in the region. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of the reports of the targeting of a 
tunnel by Israel. We understand that the tunnel was constructed by Palestinian 
militants and that its destruction was carried out on Israeli territory. The UK 
supports Israel's right to self-defence. We remain deeply concerned by attempts 
to rearm and rebuild militant infrastructure, including the tunnel network in Gaza. 
This activity undermines efforts to improve the situation in Gaza and harms the 
prospects for peace and stability in the region. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2774/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Ahmed (Non-affiliated) [HL2775] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the prospect for improvements in Israeli–Palestinian 
relations as a result of the reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We welcome progression to the reconciliation 
agreement, which will see the Palestinian Authority (PA) resume administrative 
control of Gaza, and we are monitoring the situation closely. We are clear that any 
future Palestinian government must comply with the Quartet Principles: renounce 
violence, recognise Israel, and accept previously signed agreements.  We support  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11193&i=102029#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11193&i=102029#ScotParlOR
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00527674.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2774/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2774/
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the PA, as the legitimate Palestinian leadership, in realising self-determination 
through an independent, sovereign, and unified Palestinian state encompassing 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2775/  
 
 

United Nations 

Palestinian Rights Committee Approves 4 Drafts, as Special Rapporteur 
Recommends General Assembly Study on Legality of Occupation 
… Presenting a report on the legal framework of occupation, Michael Lynk, Special 
Rapporteur for Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, said the international 
community regarded Israel as a lawful occupant of the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
albeit one that took illegal actions there.  As such, it was possible to analyse whether it 
was in compliance with international humanitarian law, the first core applicable principle 
of which was that the occupier acquired no right or title to any of the occupied territory. … 
… all occupations must be inherently temporary, and the occupier must return the 
territory to its people within a reasonable timeframe. … 
He drew attention to the shrunken economy and unequal legal and political rights of 
Palestinians to emphasize that Israel complied neither with international humanitarian 
law nor international human rights law.  Noting that the occupation had continued for 
50 years, he said the longer an occupier extended its rule, the greater the justification 
required for its presence.  By those measures, Israel was in substantial breach of all 
four “red lines” of being an illegal occupant.  He pressed the international community to 
analyse the report, consider whether Israel had crossed the line to becoming an illegal 
occupant, and apply appropriate laws to end cooperation with the occupation. … 
The Committee then approved, without a vote, four draft resolutions including a 
comprehensive text on “peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine” by which the 
Assembly would call upon Israel to comply strictly with its obligations under international 
law and to cease all of its measures that were contrary to international law. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1397.doc.htm  

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Commonwealth: Blasphemy 
The Lord Bishop of Coventry [HL2841] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the number of Commonwealth countries that retain some 
form of blasphemy law. 

Lord Ahmed of Wimbledon: Her Majesty's Government remains firmly 
committed to the protection and promotion of Freedom of Religion or Belief 
around the world. Criminalising blasphemy runs contrary to that human right and 
we oppose it for that reason. We do not currently hold information on the number 
of Commonwealth countries that criminalise blasphemy, but a report published by 
the US Commission on International Religious Freedom in July 2017 found that 
blasphemy laws were retained in 71 countries worldwide. 
We do not hold this information and accurate data is difficult to obtain. We will 
speak with our non-governmental organisations to see if they hold this 
information. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2775/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-01/HL2775/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1397.doc.htm
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2841/ 
 

Commonwealth: Religious Freedom 
The Lord Bishop of Coventry [HL2843] To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their 
strategy for protecting freedom of religion or belief across the Commonwealth. 

Lord Ahmed of Wimbledon: Protecting Freedom of Religion or Belief (FoRB) 
remains a high priority for Her Majesty's Government. We work on this issue 
around the world, including in countries that are members of the Commonwealth. 
On International Religious Freedom Day (27 October), I wrote to all UK 
Ambassadors and High Commissioners encouraging them to make FoRB a 
priority in their human rights engagements and work in country. I also re-issued 
our revised "toolkit" which supports our diplomats working to protect and promote 
FoRB in locally appropriate ways. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) 
also continues to provide training and seminars to increase religious literacy 
amongst staff. 
Ministers and officials also speak out publicly in support of Freedom of Religion or 
Belief. For example, during my visit to Bangladesh in August 2017, I visited the 
Ahmadiyya Mosque in Dhaka and made a public call for religious tolerance. 
The UK Government also continues to support a number of projects which 
promote Freedom of Religion or Belief through the FCO's Magna Carta Fund for 
Human Rights and Democracy. Examples include a project to support a network 
of human rights defenders in South Asia. 
In multilateral fora, the Government continues to work to sustain consensus on the 
adoption and implementation of two important resolutions: the European Union's 
Freedom of Religion or Belief resolution and the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC)'s resolution on Combating Religious Intolerance. 
In October 2017, I convened the first in a series of roundtable meetings on FoRB. 
These meetings will bring together faith leaders and civil society to discuss current 
challenges to FoRB internationally, and how we can collaborate to strengthen our 
response to these. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2843/  
 

Commonwealth: Religious Freedom 
The Lord Bishop of Coventry [HL2844] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
percentage of funds currently allocated under the Magna Carta Fund aim to protect or 
strengthen freedom of religion or belief across the Commonwealth. 

Lord Ahmed of Wimbledon: This financial year 2% (£207,946) of the overall 
Magna Carta Fund has been allocated to protecting or strengthening freedom of 
religion or belief across the Commonwealth. All of these projects are regional and 
therefore include Commonwealth and non-Commonwealth countries. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2844/  

TOP 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

ODIHR publishes hate crime data on International Day for Tolerance, emphasizing 
need for close co-operation between states and civil society 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2841/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2841/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2843/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2843/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2844/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-11-02/HL2844/
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To mark the International Day for Tolerance, the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights (ODIHR) today published hate crime data for 2016 … 
This year's data, which have been submitted by OSCE participating States, civil society 
groups and international organizations can, for the first time, be comprehensively 
searched, filtered and downloaded. 
The 2016 data include information on 44 participating States, including disaggregated 
official hate crime statistics for 17 countries and a detailed overview of how 34 
participating States process and record hate crimes. This is complemented by hate 
incidents in 48 participating States as reported by 125 civil society groups, the UNHRC 
and the OSCE field operations. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/357046  
 
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights: 2016 Hate Crime Data 
http://hatecrime.osce.org/2016-data  
 
Overview of incidents: United Kingdom 
http://hatecrime.osce.org/incidents?limit=10&ordering=date&offset=0&country=GB  
 

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Notice of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-
2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_1115.1-7.html  
 

Committee Stage, House of Commons 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-14/debates/B9A99D17-80B2-43F4-
BFD8-620E40A24EE9/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill 
and 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-15/debates/7A700C0E-8BA2-4EEC-
B53D-997028C06900/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-15/debates/7A700C0E-8BA2-4EEC-B53D-997028C06900/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-11-15/debates/7A700C0E-8BA2-4EEC-B53D-997028C06900/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
** closes in 8 days 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 
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