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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Administration of Justice 
Afzal Khan (Labour) [107234] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what plans his 
Department has to record the religious identity of people subject to the courts system and 
the Crown Prosecution Service. 

Philip Lee: Work is underway to improve the quality of data across the Criminal 
Justice System. Currently some data is collected by the CPS on an individual’s 
religion in relation to specific crimes, such as hate crime. Data on religious identity 
is not collected by HM Courts and Tribunal Service. 
At the launch of the Race Disparity Audit on 10th October 2017, the Ministry of 
Justice made a commitment to improve the quality and quantity of datasets made 
available to the public. Widening data collection by the Courts and the CPS in 
relation to religion was part of the first recommendation made by the Lammy 
Review and is now being considered. The Government’s full response to the 
Lammy Review will be published in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-11/107234/ 
 

The Race Disparity Audit referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650723/R
DAweb.pdf 
 

The Lammy Review referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/la
mmy-review-final-report.pdf  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Marriage: Muslims 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill (Liberal Democrat) [HL2598] To ask Her Majesty's 
Government whether they have any plans to ask the Law Commission to examine how to 
improve the protection of British Muslim women in marriage law. 

Lord Keen of Elie: Muslims are free to enter into a legally valid marriage in their 
place of worship under the same provisions that apply to most other religious 
groups. The Government recognises that there are complex reasons that some do  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-11/107234/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-11/107234/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650723/RDAweb.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650723/RDAweb.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf
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not, including conscious choice. We are considering the issues, but we have not 
seen evidence that changing the law would necessarily address the concern. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-26/HL2598/  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Gaza: Reconstruction 
Richard Burden (Labour) [111018] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what recent assessment she has made of the effectiveness of the Gaza 
Reconstruction Mechanism and the effect of the Israeli Government's dual-use list on 
reconstruction. 

Alistair Burt: The Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism (GRM) has been successful 
in importing construction materials to facilitate the reconstruction of buildings 
damaged during the 2014 conflict. Over 170,000 people have been able to carry 
out repairs and over 14,000 fully or partially damaged homes have been rebuilt. 
UN reports assess that the GRM has been less successful in facilitating the import 
of other “dual-use” materials; and that it is critical that the import of more “dual-
use” items is simplified and expedited in order to facilitate larger infrastructure 
projects. A more comprehensive lifting of restrictions on materials entering Gaza, 
as part of a political agreement, is the only long-term solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-02/111018/  
 
 

House of Lords Correction 

Letter from Lord Bates to Baroness Sheehan regarding a correction to a response he 
made during the repeat of the Urgent Question on the Secretary of State's meetings in 
Israel: 

I would like to clarify the comments I made in response to your question yesterday 
during the repeat of the Urgent Question on the Secretary of State’s meetings in 
Israel. On checking Hansard record I noted that I referred to the Golan Heights as 
Occupied Palestinian Territory instead of Occupied Territory. My sincere 
apologies. 

http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2017-
0669/20171108_letter_to_Baroness_Sheehan.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-26/HL2598/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-26/HL2598/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-02/111018/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-11-02/111018/
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2017-0669/20171108_letter_to_Baroness_Sheehan.pdf
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2017-0669/20171108_letter_to_Baroness_Sheehan.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
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Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 
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