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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Prisons: Racial Discrimination and Homophobia 
Ellie Reeves (Labour) [109388] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what 
information his Department and its agencies hold on incidence of (a) anti-Semitism, (b) 
Islamophobia,(c) racism and (d) homophobia by prison guards and prisoners; and how 
such information is recorded. 

Sam Gyimah: Information on such incidents is collected by each prison, and 
prisons are encouraged to review trends at a local level. We are looking at our 
prisoner complaint processes including those relating to equality or discrimination 
issues in light of the recommendations of the Lammy Review into Race in the 
Criminal Justice System. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-24/109388/  
 

The Lammy Review referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/la
mmy-review-final-report.pdf  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Hate Crime 
Baroness Gale (Labour) [HL2330] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 
answer by Baroness Williams of Trafford on 18 October (HL Deb, col 615), what work 
they are doing with industry to tackle hate crime; what measures are being developed to 
tackle such abuse; and when such measures will be implemented. 

Lord Lee of Trafford: The Hate Crime Action Plan was launched in July 2016. 
This plan sets out a range of non-legislative responses including counter-narrative 
activity and collaborative work with the Internet industry to identify ways to reduce 
the harm caused by hate crime online. 
The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) are consulting on 
introducing a social media code of practice as part of the Internet Safety Strategy 
which was published on 11 October. As laid out in the Digital Economy Act 2017, 
the code will  seek to  ensure that  providers offer adequate online safety  policies,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-24/109388/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-24/109388/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/643001/lammy-review-final-report.pdf
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introduce minimum standards and metrics and ensure regular review and 
monitoring. 
Government will continue to consult with stakeholders in the technology industry 
on the details of the code of practice before its introduction in 2018. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2330/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2017-10-18/debates/612010B4-2693-4698-9908-
C5428B85F75B/DisabledChildrenOnlineAndVerbalAbuse#contribution-F381D6B9-08DC-
4348-BEF6-BEE04376ED4A  
 

The Hate Crime Action Plan referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Actio
n_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf  
 

The DCMS consultation referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/internet-safety-strategy-green-paper  
 

Hate Crime: Prosecutions 
Lord Vinson (Conservative) [HL2243] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the impact on freedom of speech of the definitions used 
by the Crown Prosecution Service to identify racist or religious incidents and crimes and 
to monitor the decisions and outcomes, as detailed in their Racist and Religious Hate 
Crime Prosecution Guidance. 

Lord Keen of Elie: The CPS legal guidance on prosecuting racist and religious 
hate crime recognises the potential impact of prosecutions on Article 10 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights (the right to freedom of expression). The 
guidance recognises that not only is speech which is well-received and popular 
protected, but also speech which is offensive, shocking or disturbing. It is 
essential in a free, democratic and tolerant society that people are able to 
exchange views, even when offence may be caused. However, when making 
prosecution decisions the CPS must balance the rights of an individual to freedom 
of speech and expression against the duty of the state to act proportionately in the 
interests of public safety, to prevent disorder and crime, and to protect the rights 
of others. 
The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has agreed a shared definition of hate 
crime with the police in order to ensure that all relevant cases are captured as 
early possible. This definition is based upon the perception of the victim or any 
other person and is wider than the legal definition. However, in order for the CPS 
to bring a successful hate crime prosecution the CPS must present sufficient 
evidence to prove that the offence meets the definition of the crime set out in the 
relevant legislation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-18/HL2243/ 

TOP 

 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Overseas Trade: Israel 
Jim Shannon (DUP) [109172] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what 
steps he is taking to develop and increase future trade with Israel. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2330/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2330/
http://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2017-10-18/debates/612010B4-2693-4698-9908-C5428B85F75B/DisabledChildrenOnlineAndVerbalAbuse#contribution-F381D6B9-08DC-4348-BEF6-BEE04376ED4A
http://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2017-10-18/debates/612010B4-2693-4698-9908-C5428B85F75B/DisabledChildrenOnlineAndVerbalAbuse#contribution-F381D6B9-08DC-4348-BEF6-BEE04376ED4A
http://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2017-10-18/debates/612010B4-2693-4698-9908-C5428B85F75B/DisabledChildrenOnlineAndVerbalAbuse#contribution-F381D6B9-08DC-4348-BEF6-BEE04376ED4A
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/internet-safety-strategy-green-paper
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-18/HL2243/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-18/HL2243/
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Mark Garnier: I refer the hon Member for Strangford to the answer I gave him on 
6 July, UIN: 2645. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-23/109172/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-03/2645/  

Mark Garnier: The UK and Israel have a strong and important trading 
relationship, and we are committed to strengthening that relationship. 
We have a dedicated team based in our Embassy in Tel Aviv which actively 
promotes trade cooperation between UK and Israeli companies. 
We have also established a UK-Israel Tech Hub, which helps to create 
partnerships between British companies and world class Israeli innovators across 
a wide range of tech sectors, including agriculture. 

 
Gaza: Electricity 

Sarah Champion (Labour) [110046] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority to 
rescind its request to Israel to reduce electricity supply to Gaza. 

Alistair Burt: We are aware that Israel reduced the power supply to Gaza in June 
this year following a request from the Palestinian Authority (PA), in the course of a 
dispute with Hamas. I visited Gaza on 21 August and saw the extent of the 
electricity crisis first hand. Our Consul-General to Jerusalem raised the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza with both President Abbas and Prime Minister 
Hamdallah recently. We welcome the agreement on 2 October setting out plans 
for the resumption of PA administrative control in Gaza. We have encouraged the 
Palestinian authorities to ensure that plans are in place for this transition, to meet 
the needs of the Gazan people and to ease their suffering. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-27/110046/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: Hebron 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2238] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding restrictions placed 
on Palestinian families, including the welding shut of front doors of houses, in the 
occupied Old City of Hebron. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this specific issue with the 
Israeli authorities, we remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement within the West Bank, including Hebron. The Minister for the Middle 
East and North Africa visited the Old City of Hebron in August and witnessed the 
restrictions faced by Palestinian families and the impact on their lives. Through 
our Embassy in Tel Aviv we have lobbied the appropriate authorities on the issue 
of movement and access. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-18/HL2238/  
 

TOP 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-23/109172/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-23/109172/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-03/2645/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-03/2645/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-27/110046/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-27/110046/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-18/HL2238/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-18/HL2238/
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Other Relevant Information 

Tell Mama 

A Constructed Threat: Identity, Intolerance and the Impact of Anti-Muslim Hatred 
… Tell MAMA’s annual report for 2016 finds a range of social impacts caused by anti-
Muslim hatred within the United Kingdom. The greatest impact is again felt by visible 
Muslim women, who wear Islamic clothing, be it the headscarf (hijab), face veil (niqab), 
the abaya, or a combination of garments. Commensurate with our 2015 annual report, 
56% of victims in in-person or street-based incidents were females.  A majority of 
perpetrators are male 66%, and where identifiable, 69% of perpetrators for such offences 
are white males. The language of some perpetrators also had misogynistic overtones, 
meaning that women were abused for their gender and religious identity. 
Against this backdrop, we recorded a 47% rise in the number street-based incidents 
(n=642), in the 2016 calendar year, up from the 437 street-based incidents recorded in 
our previous reporting period. A street-based incident is an incident that occurred in-
person between a victim (or property) and a perpetrator. Of the 1,223 reports of street-
based and online anti-Muslim incidents in 2016, we verified 953 reports, demonstrating 
our due diligence in ensuring that cases are indeed anti-Muslim in nature, where the 
victim, or victims, perceived that they were targeted on the perception of their Muslim 
identity. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://tellmamauk.org/constructed-threat-identity-intolerance-impact-anti-muslim-hatred-
tell-mama-annual-report-2016/  
 
A Constructed Threat: Identity, Intolerance and the Impact of Anti-Muslim Hatred: 
Tell MAMA Annual Report 2016 
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/A-Constructed-Threat-Identity-
Intolerance-and-the-Impact-of-Anti-Muslim-Hatred.pdf 

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 

https://tellmamauk.org/constructed-threat-identity-intolerance-impact-anti-muslim-hatred-tell-mama-annual-report-2016/
https://tellmamauk.org/constructed-threat-identity-intolerance-impact-anti-muslim-hatred-tell-mama-annual-report-2016/
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/A-Constructed-Threat-Identity-Intolerance-and-the-Impact-of-Anti-Muslim-Hatred.pdf
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/A-Constructed-Threat-Identity-Intolerance-and-the-Impact-of-Anti-Muslim-Hatred.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 
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