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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Gaza: Energy Supply 
Sarah Champion (Labour) [110012] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had with the Government of Israel on 
the decision made by the Israeli security cabinet of 11 June 2017 to reduce electricity 
supply to Gaza by 40 per cent. 

Alistair Burt: The UK remains gravely concerned about the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza. I saw the extent of the electricity crisis first hand when I visited 
on 21 August. We continue to believe that the best solution to the electricity crisis 
is a political agreement. The UK continues to encourage both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians to take urgent steps to improve energy provision and infrastructure in 
Gaza. We most recently raised the need to take action on Gaza with the Israeli 
authorities on 23 October. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-26/110012/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Hamas 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench): To ask Her Majesty’s Government what consideration they 
are giving to removing Hamas from their list of terrorist organisations, in the light of its 
reconciliation agreement with Fatah and reports of its willingness to hold new elections 
and to recognise the international frontiers of Israel. 
My Lords, I declare an indirect interest in that since 2007 I have visited many Hamas 
leaders in both Gaza and the West Bank. I beg leave to ask the Question standing in my 
name. 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Williams of Trafford): My Lords, 
the military wing of Hamas is a proscribed organisation. It is not government 
policy to provide a running commentary on any proscribed organisation. The 
Terrorism Act 2000 allows the Home Secretary to consider deproscription by 
written application. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, I thank the Minister for her reply. Of course I did not expect her 
to say yes immediately. Nevertheless, does she agree that the situation has changed 
profoundly  since Hamas  was first listed?  Would delisting not help all  sides to be  rather  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-26/110012/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-26/110012/
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less intransigent than they have been up to now? Would it not build confidence among all 
Palestinians and help support their new Government of unity? Will she at least take away 
this Question and discuss it with her ministerial colleagues, since it crosses departmental 
boundaries? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I acknowledge that the noble Lord raises a 
challenging and complex issue. It is difficult to predict the impact that a particular 
course of action may have as the situation is so complex. The UK remains a 
strong supporter of promoting peace. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea (Labour): My Lords, the reconciliation agreement between 
the two Palestinian factions is surely to be welcomed and potentially gives Israel a 
negotiating partner. However, will the Minister confirm that Hamas still calls for the 
destruction of Israel, that its military wing still builds tunnels to attack Israel, and that it 
sends rockets into southern Israel? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, I acknowledge what the noble Lord is 
saying. However, it is government policy not to provide a running commentary on 
any proscribed organisation. 

Baroness Northover (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, as Britain was a signatory of the 
Balfour Declaration, and as the Government support a two-state solution, does the 
Minister think the time has come to recognise the state of Palestine, as more than 130 
other countries have done? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, as we approach the centenary we are 
conscious of the sensitivities that many people have about the declaration and the 
protection of political rights of the non-Jewish community in Palestine. We also 
recognise the continued impediment of the occupation towards securing political 
rights. We are clear that we want to see the creation of a sovereign, independent, 
democratic, contiguous and viable Palestinian state living in peace and security 
side by side with Israel. 

Lord Kirkhope of Harrogate (Conservative): My Lords, while I am sure that we all 
welcome any indication of a more peaceful approach from what undoubtedly has been a 
clear terrorist organisation for some time, does my noble friend agree that the very 
minimum we should require from Hamas and others is that they acknowledge the basic 
right of the state of Israel to exist and to be fully part of the international community, and 
to respect its democracy? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My noble friend is right. That is clearly one of the 
expectations we have in our policy on Hamas. 

Lord Kilclooney (Crossbench): My Lords, the Question refers to the international 
frontiers of Israel. Do those frontiers include the Golan Heights and east Jerusalem? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, the noble Lord is straying into Foreign 
Office territory, on which I am not yet an expert. I shall have to get back to him on 
that, if that is okay. 

Lord Judd (Labour): My Lords, while the actions of the military wing of Hamas have 
been wrong, totally unacceptable and cannot be condoned, is it not important to 
recognise in political terms that Hamas is a pluralist organisation? Is it not vital to 
strengthen the more moderate elements within Hamas, particularly at this time of 
reconciliation between the PLO and Hamas? Should we not remember that in our own 
history, starting with John Major and pursued by the Labour Government that followed, 
we began to make progress on a solution in Northern Ireland when it was recognised that 
we must find ways of talking to the political wing of the IRA? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, as I said earlier, we will not provide a 
running commentary on any proscribed organisations. I have already laid out 
some of what we expect from Hamas. 

Viscount Waverley (Crossbench): My Lords, what is the mechanism by which a 
proscribed organisation becomes delisted? Does it require a court process to achieve 
that? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, it does not require a court process but  
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an application to the Home Secretary. 
Lord Polak (Conservative): My Lords, it beggars belief that we are discussing, in the 
centenary week of Balfour, talk of removing Hamas from the terrorist list. The 
organisation has not renounced terror and it still calls for killing Jews and the destruction 
of Israel. Does the Minister agree that any reconciliation deal between Fatah and Hamas, 
which should be welcomed, should require that Hamas be disarmed, because Israel 
certainly cannot be expected to negotiate with a terror group that calls for its destruction? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, our policy on Hamas is very clear. 
The group must renounce violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed 
agreements. We now expect to see credible movement towards these conditions, 
which remain the benchmark against which its intentions should be judged. We 
call on those in the region with influence over Hamas to encourage the group to 
take these steps. 

Lord Rosser (Labour): My Lords, I do not wish to pursue the specific issue raised in the 
Question but to raise a more general point. What reviews have the Government 
undertaken to establish exactly what impact proscribing an organisation actually has, as 
opposed to what it is intended to have, on the unacceptable activities of those who were 
in membership of that organisation as opposed to the impact of proscription on the 
organisation itself? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, what I can say about the impact of 
proscription is that those groups are illegal entities in this country. They are not 
allowed to promote their policies or to progress some of the things that they 
want—for example, the destruction of Israel. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-10-31/debates/4451469F-6CEA-4CA6-8A40-
72F174B37761/Hamas  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Elections 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) [HL2120] To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their 
assessment of Hamas' recent announcement that they are willing to dissolve the Gaza 
administrative committee and hold general elections. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We welcome the Palestinian Authority’s (PA) return 
to Gaza on 2 October and the agreement to allow the PA to resume administrative 
control. However, our policy on Hamas remains clear: they must renounce 
violence, recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements. We expect 
now to see credible movement towards these conditions, which remain the 
benchmark against which its intentions should be judged. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2120/  
 

Gaza: Health Services 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL2404] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
action they are taking to support and promote the provision of adequate health care to 
the civilian population of Gaza, particularly children, in the light of World Health 
Organisation reports that over 42 per cent of Palestinian requests for permits to travel to 
hospital appointments outside Gaza were denied or delayed by Israel in April. 

Lord Bates: The UK is a long tem supporter of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA), which provides basic services 
to 1.3 million people in Gaza, including basic health care. Additionally, the UK will 
support approximately 1 million Gazans by providing clean water, rehabilitating 
sanitation facilities and promoting hygiene standards to stop the spread of disease 
through the United Nations Children’s Fund  (UNICEF).  We will  continue to  urge  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-10-31/debates/4451469F-6CEA-4CA6-8A40-72F174B37761/Hamas
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-10-31/debates/4451469F-6CEA-4CA6-8A40-72F174B37761/Hamas
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2120/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-17/HL2120/
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the Israeli and Palestinian authorities to take steps to improve conditions in Gaza. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2404/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Caroline Lucas (482) Anniversary of the Balfour Declaration – That this House 
acknowledges the centenary anniversary of the Balfour Declaration on 2 November 
2017; notes that the Declaration pledged Britain's support for a national home in 
Palestine for the Jewish people on the understanding that nothing shall be done which 
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine; recognises that the promise to protect indigenous non-Jewish communities 
has not been accomplished and must be fulfilled; believes that the anniversary is an 
opportunity to reflect critically upon the role that the British Government has played and 
its failure to uphold obligations and safeguard the rights of Palestinians; celebrates the 
achievements of the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra who are performing in the UK in 
advance of the centenary and whose work bridges the divide between Palestinians and 
Israelis; reaffirms its support for the negotiation of a durable peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians, resulting in two sovereign states of Israel and Palestine, both with viability 
and contiguity within secure and internationally recognised borders; and calls on the 
Government to recognise the State of Palestine alongside the State of Israel so as to 
contribute to a secure and negotiated end to violent conflict. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/482  
 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy welcomes full return of Gaza border crossings to Palestinian Authority 
The United Nations envoy for the Middle East peace process on Wednesday welcomed 
the full return of the Gaza crossings to the control of the Palestinian Authority. 
“This is a landmark development in the implementation of the intra-Palestinian 
agreement, signed in Cairo on 12 October,” said UN Special Coordinator for the Middle 
East Peace Process, Nickolay Mladenov, in a statement. 
“The positive momentum should be maintained and the Palestinian government must be 
fully empowered to function in Gaza,” he added. … 
A statement released by Egypt, which facilitated the accord, said he Palestinian 
government should assume its full responsibilities to manage the enclave by 1 
December. 
The July 2016 report of the Middle East Quartet – comprising the UN, Russia, the United 
States and the European Union – identified the lack of Palestinian unity as one of the 
main obstacles to achieving a two-state solution, which is to establish a viable, sovereign 
Palestinian state that lives in peace and security with Israel. 
“The return of the crossings should facilitate the lifting of the closures, while addressing 
Israel’s legitimate security concerns, and unlock increased international support for 
Gaza’s reconstruction, growth, stability and prosperity,” Mr. Mladenov said. 
He reminded all factions in Gaza of the importance of maintaining security and ending 
militant activities that undermine peace and security for both Palestinians and Israelis 
alike. Mr. Mladenov said the UN will continue to work with the Palestinian leadership, 
Egypt and the region to support this process, which is critical for reaching a negotiated 
two-state solution and sustainable peace in the Middle East. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58008#.Wfnp1BOCynY  
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2404/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-23/HL2404/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/482
https://unsco.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/statement_by_un_special_coordinator_mladenov_-_1_november_2017.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=58008#.Wfnp1BOCynY
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women reviews the report 
of Israel 
The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women today considered the 
sixth periodic report of Israel on its implementation of the provisions of the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
Introducing the report, Aviva Raz Schechter, Permanent Representative of Israel to the 
United Nations Office at Geneva, noted that Israel placed great importance on respect for 
human rights, adding that it was governed by the rule of law and that it was an open and 
dynamic society with a vibrant and active civil society. Between 2010 and 2014 alone, 
Israel had passed some 50 laws and amendments to further bolster gender equality and 
the empowerment of women. Furthermore, with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, Israel was committed to achieving equality and leaving no one behind, and 
it had taken many steps towards the realization of Goal 5. 
Emi Palmor, Director General of the Ministry of Justice of Israel, said that the 
advancement and promotion of women’s rights had been on the agenda of every Israeli 
Government since the foundation of the State of Israel. The Government had taken 
legislative steps that would serve to further gender equality in the labour market. With 
regard to employment in Government offices, women constituted 62 per cent of the 
employees in the civil service. … 
In the ensuing discussion, Experts noted Israel’s will to move ahead in a number of 
sectors. But there were a number of remaining problems, such as the State party’s 
reservation to article 16 of the Convention on the age of marriage … 
Other issues highlighted by Experts were Israel’s extraterritorial obligations in the 
occupied Palestinian territories, namely the non-application of the Convention; ensuring 
the right to asylum; minority rights; limits on the work of civil society organizations, 
journalists and human rights defenders; the incorporation of international treaties; a 
comprehensive national plan to achieve the advancement of women; religious barriers to 
orthodox women’s political representation; lack of political representation of Arab women; 
integration of Arab women in the labour market; access to justice and legal aid; violence 
against women, and especially against Palestinian women; trafficking of women and 
exploitation of prostitution; forced evictions and forced displacement affecting Bedouin 
and Palestinian women; discrimination against women and girls in education; gender 
equality in employment; health services and medical resources; empowerment of rural 
women; and the authority of religious courts in matters of marriage and divorce. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22337&LangID=E  
 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women: Sixth periodic report 
of States parties due in 2017: Israel 
http://tinyurl.com/ycu6znrj  
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Other Relevant Information 

United Nations 

Counter-terrorism measures are exacerbating racism and xenophobia, UN rights 
expert warns 
States must do more to combat racism, Islamophobia and discrimination which are 
worsening amid the ongoing terrorism threat and are in some cases being fuelled by anti- 
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22337&LangID=E
http://tinyurl.com/ycu6znrj
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terror policies, according to a United Nations Special Rapporteur. … 
“The surge in terrorist attacks in recent times has prompted States in various regions of 
the world to adopt a variety of counter-terrorism measures,” said Mr. Ruteere, Special 
Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism in a new report. 
“However, in many countries, these measures have provoked concern over human rights 
protection. I have also witnessed the proliferation of anti-Muslim rhetoric and the rise of 
right-wing extremist parties. … 
The Special Rapporteur also presented a report on combating the glorification of Nazism, 
neo-Nazism and other practices that contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, 
racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. The report is based on 
contributions from 10 States as well as from non-governmental and other organizations. 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22332&LangID=E  
 

To read a summary of the subsequent debate see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gashc4215.doc.htm  
 
Combating racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and 
the comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and 
Programme of Action 
http://www.refworld.org/publisher,UNGA,,,59bbc1cf4,0.html 
 
Contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance 
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/GetFile?OpenAgent&DS=A/72/291&Lang=E&Type=DOC  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 
 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22332&LangID=E
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gashc4215.doc.htm
http://www.refworld.org/publisher,UNGA,,,59bbc1cf4,0.html
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/GetFile?OpenAgent&DS=A/72/291&Lang=E&Type=DOC
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation
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Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  
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