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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Justice Committee 

Disclosure of youth criminal records 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmjust/416/416.pdf  
 

 

Scottish Parliament  

Scottish Parliament Lobbying Register 
The Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016 will be fully commenced on 12 March 2018, after 
which date certain face-to-face meetings with MSPs, Scottish Government’s Ministers, 
Special Advisers, and Permanent Secretary must be registered on the Scottish Lobbying 
Register website.  
A four month familiarisation period is now underway to allow people to use and explore 
the Lobbying Register website. Guidance on deciding whether organisations should 
register, and on how to use the system, is available on the “Help” page of the new 
website, and users can choose to submit practice registration and information returns.  
For more information see 
https://www.lobbying.scot/SPS/  
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

World War II: Genocide 
Lisa Cameron (SNP) [108698] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what 
discussions she of officials in her Department have had with relevant stakeholders on 
improving the continuing professional development and understanding of teachers in 
Holocaust education. 

Nick Gibb:  Department officials have  regular discussions as part of  programme 
monitoring arrangements, with University  College London’s Centre for  Holocaust  
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Education (CfHE), which receives funding to provide Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) for 1100 teachers in England each year. This programme is 
jointly funded with the Pears Foundation, and my Rt hon. Friend the Secretary of 
State is meeting Sir Trevor Pears on 2 November. 
In addition to CPD events, the CfHE produces teaching resources and lesson 
plans which are continually reviewed, improved and expanded. The Beacon 
Schools element of the programme develops hubs which serve a network of local 
schools, advocate to other schools for better Holocaust education, develop and 
share improved schemes of work, and will partner with the CfHE to improve 
teaching standards. 
The Department also funds the ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ programme for pupils 
and teachers. Officials have regular meetings with the Holocaust Education Trust 
who run this. The Lessons from Auschwitz Project aims to increase knowledge 
and understanding of the Holocaust for young people and to clearly highlight what 
can happen if prejudice and racism become acceptable. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-19/108698/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: West Bank 
Julie Elliott (Labour) [108778] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterparts on 
compensation for the demolition of UK-funded Palestinian structures in Area C of the 
West Bank. 

Alistair Burt: The UK has not directly funded any structures in recent years that 
have been demolished by the Israeli Government. We are keeping the case for 
compensation under review. The UK is focused on preventing demolitions from 
happening through our funding to the Norwegian Refugee Council legal aid 
programme which helps residents challenge decisions in the Israeli legal system. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-19/108778/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Julie Elliott (Labour) [108779] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what estimate his Department has made of the number of 
Palestinian structures demolished by Israel in Area C of the West Bank that have 
received funding from the (a) UK, (b) EU and (c) UN. 

Alistair Burt: The UK has not directly funded any structures in recent years that 
have been demolished by the Israeli Government. 
According to the EU, 155 Palestinian structures, including 67 in Area C, were 
demolished or seized in the West Bank (including East Jerusalem) over the period 
1 March to 31 August 2017. 
39 structures funded by the EU or its member states were demolished or seized 
throughout the West Bank in the same period. A further 34 EU funded structures 
were demolished in January and February. We have no numbers for how many 
UN funded structures have been demolished or seized in the same period of time. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-19/108779/  
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Foreign Affairs 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

International Religious Freedom Day 2017: The Minister for Human Rights Lord 
Ahmad spoke to the All Party Parliamentary Group on this issue about progress of 
freedom of religion or belief internationally. 
… Article 18 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights sets out the right to choose a 
religion or belief – or indeed, to have no belief at all – and the International Convention 
on Civil and Political Rights enshrines this right into law, along with guarantees on non-
discrimination, equal access to justice and the protection of the law. 
Yet despite this clear legal position, people around the world continue to be denied their 
rights. They suffer prejudice, persecution and physical harm for their faith or belief. 
We are working hard to tackle this injustice, both through international institutions and 
with individual countries. … 
… I would like to address one of the recommendations of the report that relates directly 
to our work: that UK government staff should have an extensive knowledge and 
understanding of religion and Freedom of Religion or Belief. 
I agree and indeed we have for several years been running religious literacy training to 
enhance the expertise of our staff. We recently launched our re-designed ‘Religion and 
Diplomacy’ course in association with LSE Faith Centre. We strongly 
encourage FCO staff to participate, and we also open it up to those in other government 
departments who are working on similar issues. … 
We agree, that engagement with government and non-governmental actors working on 
country-specific issues is important for advancing freedom of religion or belief. That is 
why ministers and officials regularly meet with faith actors and civil society to discuss 
areas of concern and identify ways to address them. 
I want to take this further. That is why we are developing a new strategy to increase this 
engagement across our network. Just a few days ago, I held the first in a series of 
roundtables with faith representatives. … This new initiative provides a powerful platform 
for an exchange of views from faith perspectives, an opportunity to champion the rights 
and causes of others … There is no greater example of the positive power of faith than 
when we speak out with one voice in defence of our common humanity. If I as a Muslim 
speak out for a Hindu. If Elizabeth as a Christian speaks out Sikh. As we look across this 
great and diverse city of London, we see churches, mosques, synagogues, temples and 
other buildings of religious worship. The modern tapestry that defines the UK today rests 
on the values of humanity that all faiths share. … 
As Minister for Human Rights, and as a man of faith, I give my personal commitment to 
work tirelessly to promote and defend freedom of religion or belief for everyone, 
everywhere. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/international-religious-freedom-day  
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Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Measurement framework for equality and human rights 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/measurement-framework-interactive.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  
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