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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Business of the House 
Nusrat Ghani (Conservative): We in this Chamber —especially you, Mr Speaker—know 
the power of language, and we also have a duty to respect that power outside of the 
Chamber. Can we have a debate on the use of misogynistic, anti-Semitic and 
homophobic language and its negative impact on political discourse?  

Andrea Leadsom: My hon. Friend is absolutely right to raise that point. We have 
all been disgusted by some of the recent reports of the use of some appalling 
language, and it is right that we should have a debate on that subject. We have 
already had a debate in Government time on abuse and intimidation during the 
general election, but it is right that all Members, as the Prime Minister said, are 
careful and considered in how they refer to other people. Things go much broader 
that that, however, and we have seen an enormous amount of abuse against 
people in public life. We want to encourage people to feel that they can come into 
public life and not receive that torrent of abuse, so I would be happy to provide 
any support that my hon. Friend needs to bring forward such a debate. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-26/debates/02317C49-3C0A-4EE4-B8F7-
63206ECB4C96/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-EB60E991-70F8-4716-A653-
290966EC95F0  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Immigration Controls 
Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108290] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, how many UK citizens have complained of poor treatment by 
Israeli authorities at border crossings and entry points; and of those people how many 
have raised such issues with the (a) Government, (b) embassy in Tel Aviv and (c) 
consulates in Jerusalem and Ramallah in the last 12 months. 
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-26/debates/02317C49-3C0A-4EE4-B8F7-63206ECB4C96/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-EB60E991-70F8-4716-A653-290966EC95F0
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-26/debates/02317C49-3C0A-4EE4-B8F7-63206ECB4C96/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-EB60E991-70F8-4716-A653-290966EC95F0
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-26/debates/02317C49-3C0A-4EE4-B8F7-63206ECB4C96/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-EB60E991-70F8-4716-A653-290966EC95F0
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The Minister has identified an error in the written answer given on 25 
October 2017. 
Alistair Burt: The British Embassy is aware of two British Nationals who were 
denied entry as a direct result of amendment 27 in the last 12 months. 
In the last 12 months 13 British Nationals raised concerns with the British 
Embassy about poor treatment, questioning and delays at border crossings. All 
complaints are noted by the British Embassy in Tel Aviv. There is no British 
Consulate in Ramallah. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108290/ 
 

Israel: Immigration Controls 
Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108293] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, how many UK citizens held in Israel's airport detention facilities 
have been provided with consular assistance by the UK embassy in Tel Aviv in the last 
12 months. 

The Minister has identified an error in the written answer given on 25 
October 2017. 
Alistair Burt: The British Embassy is aware of two British Nationals who were 
denied entry as a direct result of amendment 27 in the last 12 months. 
In the last 12 months the British Embassy in Tel Aviv provided consular assistance 
to 25 British Nationals at the Tel Aviv Ben Gurion Airport detention facility. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108293/  
 

Israel: West Bank 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Julie Elliott (Labour) [108776] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what UK-funded Palestinian structures have been demolished by Israel in 
Area C in the West Bank; and what the total cost is of those demolished structures. 
Julie Elliott (Labour) [108777] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what estimate she has made of the level of funding from the public purse 
that had been spent on Palestinian structures in Area C of the West Bank that have been 
demolished by Israel. 

Alistair Burt: No structures directly funded by the UK in recent years have been 
demolished. A number of structures funded by the European Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) have been demolished in recent years. The 
UK’s financing share of EU expenditure varies year on year but has been 
approximately 15%. The UK regularly raises demolitions with the government of 
Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-19/108776/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-19/108777/  
 
 

United Nations 

Israel must face new international legal push to end illegal occupation of Palestine, 
UN expert says 
A United Nations human rights expert has called on the international community to hold 
Israel accountable for fundamental violations of international law during 50 years of 
occupation. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108290/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108290/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108293/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108293/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-19/108776/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-19/108776/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-19/108777/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-19/108777/
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“This is the longest-lasting military occupation in the modern world, and shows no signs 
of ending,” said Michael Lynk, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 
“Israel’s role as occupier in the Palestinian Territory – the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, and Gaza – has crossed a red line into illegality,” the Special Rapporteur 
said, presenting a report on Israel’s conduct to the UN General Assembly in New York. 
In a series of recommendations, Mr. Lynk proposed a UN study to assess the legality of 
Israel’s role as occupying power, paving the way for international legal processes to be 
triggered and the occupation to be ended. 
“The laws of occupation are very clear that the occupying power cannot treat the territory 
as its own, nor can it make claims of sovereignty. Yet this has been Israel’s pattern of 
governing the occupied Palestinian territory for most of its 50 years of rule,” said the 
Special Rapporteur. … 
Israel, he said, had failed to comply with any of the four main requirements in 
international law that he set out for an occupation to be considered lawful – that no 
territory should be annexed, that occupations should be temporary, and that the 
occupying power had to act in good faith and in the best interests of the protected 
population. 
“The international community has recoiled from answering Israel’s splintering of the 
Palestinian territory and disfiguring of the laws of occupation with the robust tools that 
international law and diplomacy provide. International law, along with the peoples of 
Palestine and Israel, have all suffered in the process,” Mr. Lynk said. 
Israel was also in non-compliance with more than 40 resolutions of the United Nations 
Security Council, and with more than 100 resolutions of the General Assembly, he 
added. … 
Alongside the proposed UN study on legality, the Special Rapporteur recommended that 
the UN General Assembly should request an opinion from the International Court of 
Justice regarding the legality of the occupation. A previous opinion from the Court in 
2004 said Israel’s wall on and through the occupied Palestinian territory was contrary to 
international law. 
Mr. Lynk also recommended that the UN should commission a study to determine how 
States should fulfil their obligations and duties to ensure respect for international law. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22315&LangID=E  
 
Situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/PS/A_72_43106.docx  

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

International Freedom of Religion or Belief Day 
col 197WH Jim Shannon (DUP): … FORB is the jargon term used by those of us 
working on freedom of belief. The right is outlined in article 18 of the universal declaration 
of human rights, which states: 
“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes 
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with 
others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, 
worship and observance.” … 
col 198WH  The  legally  binding  version  of  the  right  can be  found in the  international  
 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22315&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/PS/A_72_43106.docx
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covenant on civil and political rights, which has been signed or ratified by 175 countries. 
Although some states have made reservations to article 18, stating that they will 
implement it in line with their interpretation of sharia law, the right can be restricted only 
in exceptional circumstances. There is a perception that advancing the right strengthens 
male religious leaders’ ability to control groups, rather than it being seen as a right of 
individuals, which it truly and legally is. There are no protections under the right for 
religions or beliefs to be free from adverse comments. As a result, there is no justification 
or protection for states seeking to criminalise the defamation or insulting of any religion or 
belief. … 
col 199WH … I am sure that colleagues will join me in welcoming recent developments 
from the Government, including yesterday’s declaration by the Minister for the 
Commonwealth and the UN that freedom of religious belief was for him a political and 
personal priority. … 
col 200WH … The report’s first recommendations are to ask the Foreign Secretary and 
the Secretary of State for International Development to identify freedom of religion or 
belief as a political priority of both Departments, and to establish a FORB programming 
funding stream to support that work. … 
According to the Pew Research Centre, nearly 80% “of the world’s population lived in 
countries with high or very high levels of restrictions and/or hostilities” towards certain 
beliefs. The violations are truly global. There is not just one type of perpetrator or victim. 
Groups that face persecution in one country may be the persecutors in others. In his 
comments at Speaker’s House yesterday, Lord Ahmad noted that we want a society 
where Muslims speak for Christians, Christians speak for Hindus and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses speak for Shi’as. That came out of the international conference held in 
September 2015, and if we all did that, that would encapsulate what we need to do 
across the whole world. … 
col 204WH … The APPG’s report recommends that the Government track and audit the 
overseas funding and investment of relevant Departments, including DFID, to ensure it is 
not being channelled directly or indirectly to Governments, organisations or individuals 
who do not support or demonstrate a clear understanding of and strong respect for 
FORB. The importance of that has been demonstrated by the fact that some of the UK’s 
and US’s education funding has been given to the provincial government of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province in Pakistan. In 2016, that government gave $3 million to Darul 
Uloom Haqqania seminary, known as the “university of jihad”. That illustrates the 
problem. … 
Increasing religious literacy as well as FORB literacy is a crucial first step for UK 
embassy staff and all country-specific civil servants throughout the relevant Departments 
… 

 

col 208WH Bob Blackman (Conservative): … When we speak up for freedom of 
speech we have to face the fact that it should be a fundamental right for people to 
promote their religion. They should not be imprisoned or face execution for such 
activities. … 
We always have to be careful when we talk about persecution of religious minorities. In 
this country, we are only 400 years from the time when someone who was the wrong 
version of Christian could be burned at the stake, so we must always be careful about 
pursuing this subject. … 

 

col 210WH Susan Elan Jones (Labour): … When political parties are reported as 
having more than half a million members … journalists report that as “soaring 
membership.” When Spurs get a crowd of 85,512 at Wembley, we are told it is “amazing” 
… When 72,000 people on average attend a Six Nations rugby game, it is “incredible.” 
Yet when Church of England attendances reach 760,000, in one report it is all about 
“downward pressure”. … 
That figure, for one church among many and one faith organisation among many, in one 
part  of  the  UK,  constitutes a  lot of people  and shows  that our  faith  communities  are  
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actually pretty vibrant. … 
We need recognition of the importance of faith in this island and beyond by some of our 
more secular commentators. We need to welcome the role of faith communities. … 

 

col 212WH Kevin Foster (Conservative): … Particularly in the UK, we now thankfully 
have the ability to express our faith freely. However, we are clear that this is about the 
right not only to express religious faith, but to express no faith. If someone thinks faith is 
nonsense and they do not agree with it, it is as important that they have the right to say 
that they are an atheist or a humanist as it is that they have the right to say they are a 
Christian, a Muslim or a Sikh. It is about the ability to find one’s own path and make one’s 
own decisions and beliefs and, hopefully—in my view—to approach God in the way one 
wishes. People have the fundamental right to express that, which the state will protect. 
Equally, those with faith should stand up and defend those who wish to express their 
right to have none. … 
However, that is still not the case around the world. In far too many countries holding a 
religious belief is seen as some sort of threat to a leader or regime. … political 
oppression all too often goes hand in hand with oppression of religious belief. The 
countries that most restrict their citizens’ political rights almost always do the same for 
their religious beliefs. … 

 

col 215WH Robert Courts (Conservative): … Hon. Members who have had a chance to 
look at [the APPG report Article 18: From Rhetoric to Reality] will have seen on page 6 or 
7 a picture of the memorial to the murdered Jews of Europe in Berlin. If anyone has not 
had a chance to visit that memorial, I recommend they do so, because it is an 
extraordinarily moving experience that really illustrates everything we are talking about 
today. You start at ground level and descend into the centre of the memorial, as you are 
overwhelmed by the blocks on either side, which of course is deeply metaphorical for the 
horror that overwhelms societies—Europe in this century, and many other places, sadly, 
throughout the world today—when we see such religious intolerance. It is an extremely 
moving experience. The ground is also worthy of note, because it has bumps, to 
symbolise the bumpy path that all countries have to go down on the way to religious 
tolerance. …  

 

col 219WH Jeremy Lefroy (Conservative): … Religious persecution is 
counterproductive. It drives out people who have a strong faith. Often with a strong faith 
comes a strong commitment to the community and therefore the economy, and to the 
common wealth of the nation. So I urge all Governments that persecute religious 
minorities to simply look to their own interests. … 

 

col 221WH Emma Little Pengelly (DUP): … I was still surprised to read the statistic that 
“80% of the world’s population live in countries with ‘high’ or ‘very high’ levels of 
restrictions and/or hostilities towards certain beliefs”. That should shock and dismay us, 
and it shows how far we have to go. …  

 

col 222WH Martin Day (SNP): … Freedom of thought, religion and belief is an essential 
human right. No one should ever be persecuted for practising their religion or no religion, 
but we know that religious persecution is growing around the world. It is more important 
than ever that we stand up for freedom, particularly freedom of religion and belief, and 
that we set an example and provide leadership across the globe. … 
col 223WH I am concerned that anti-Semitic sentiment is growing as the far right gains a 
voice in contemporary culture. Since Donald Trump’s election as President of the United 
States, there has been a notable rise in anti-Semitic attacks with swastikas and Nazi 
imagery increasingly prevalent. That is very worrying. Trump’s comments on Islam have 
added to that picture of the creation of a religiously intolerant society. …  

 

col 226WH Patrick Grady (SNP): … The hon. Member for Witney (Robert Courts) spoke 
powerfully about visiting the Holocaust memorial in Berlin. I have also had the privilege of 
visiting it on a couple of occasions and it never fails to make people stop and think. The 
Community Security Trust has reported 80 violent assaults targeting Jews here in the UK 
this year.  A total of 767 anti-Semitic incidents were reported between January and June.  
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The CST sees that as a rise over recent years. We have to question why that has 
happened, call it out for what it is and ensure that it is condemned. … 

 

col 231WH The Minister for Asia and the Pacific (Mark Field): … My right hon. Friend 
the Prime Minister spoke earlier this year about her “determination to stand up for the 
freedom of people of all religions to practice their beliefs in peace and safety.” 
I set out my own personal commitment on this issue when I last spoke on it in a debate in 
July, and I know that Lord Ahmad, the FCO Minister with responsibility for human rights, 
regularly expresses sentiments similar to mine, both in the other place and in his 
engagements in London and overseas. … 
We make those efforts not just because the right to freedom of religion or belief is a 
principle worth defending for its own sake. I entirely agree with my hon. Friend the 
Member for Stafford (Jeremy Lefroy), who said that we also make those efforts because 
we believe that societies in which people are free to practise their faith or belief are, by 
their very nature, more stable, more prosperous and more resilient to extremism. … 
The middle east is the cradle of the religion, although obviously it is also the cradle of 
other religions, namely Islam and Judaism. However, Christians in the middle east are 
particularly suffering from harassment. In Iraq the Christian population has fallen from 
over 1 million in 2003 to a current estimate of 250,000. We are also concerned about the 
plight of Christians in Syria, Burma and a number of other countries. … 
col 232WH However, our work on promoting freedom of religion or belief goes beyond 
bilateral or multilateral efforts overseas. We are also now committed to stepping up our 
engagement with faith leaders here in the UK. That is why Lord Ahmad has established a 
regular roundtable with a variety of faith leaders and representatives, the first of which he 
hosted as recently as Monday. The aim of the roundtable is to discuss how the 
Government and faith leaders can work together to address issues of religious freedom. 
We want faith groups to play a bigger role in seeking solutions to international crises and 
to broader international challenges. That international network will be of critical 
importance. … 
col 234WH In conclusion, the Government believe strongly that whole societies benefit 
when the fundamental rights of all their citizens are respected and protected. That 
includes the right to religious freedom or belief, or to have no religion at all. That is why 
we will continue to work with individual countries, with the international community and 
with faith leaders and civil society organisations to promote and defend this fundamental 
right. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-26/debates/B47C75F3-35B7-434E-
9DB3-0F6F6AA6E323/InternationalFreedomOfReligionOrBeliefDay  
 
 

All-Party Parliamentary Group for International Freedom of Religion 
or Belief 

Article 18: From Rhetoric to Reality 
https://appgfreedomofreligionorbelief.org/media/Article-18-report-1710.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-26/debates/B47C75F3-35B7-434E-9DB3-0F6F6AA6E323/InternationalFreedomOfReligionOrBeliefDay
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-26/debates/B47C75F3-35B7-434E-9DB3-0F6F6AA6E323/InternationalFreedomOfReligionOrBeliefDay
https://appgfreedomofreligionorbelief.org/media/Article-18-report-1710.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
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Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  
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