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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Terrorism: Perpetrator Creed 
Baroness Afshar (Crossbench): To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment 
they have made of the impact of official announcements relating to terrorism focussing 
on the perpetrator's creed rather than the crime committed; and whether any such 
assessment has informed their practice in such cases. 

The Minister of State, Home Office (Baroness Williams of Trafford): My Lords, 
the Government have not made assessments of the impact of official 
announcements after attacks. 

Baroness Afshar: I thank the Minister for her helpful reply. Given that at the moment 
terrorists are defined by their religion, does that not create an atmosphere in which the 
label “Muslim” becomes a badge of honour for criminals such as Khalid Masood, who 
attacked Parliament? He converted to Islam a few months before his attack. He already 
had a long track record of misdeeds—in fact he converted in prison—and knew nothing 
about Islam. However, attacking Parliament in the name of Islam made him a hero and 
made him feel like a martyr, rather than the criminal that he really was. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: My Lords, we do not have a policy on 
announcing the creed of attackers instead of the actual attack details. In fact, to 
this end OSCT has gone through all statements made by the Prime Minister, the 
Home Secretary and the Security Minister where we have found reference to 
attacks and not one mentions the attackers’ backgrounds, except possibly by 
inference when they are named. 

Lord Morgan (Labour): My Lords, confusion is caused by the use by the Government 
not of the term “terrorism”, which has an intelligible meaning, but of the term “radicalism”, 
which has almost no meaning at all, as in the Government’s Prevent strategy. Should not 
this be changed? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The term “radicalism” actually has a lot of 
meaning in the sense of the approach towards terrorist activity beyond that which 
is extremism. I do not think the term “radicalisation”, a term that is used all over 
the world, is going to be changed.  

Lord Pearson of Rannoch (UKIP): My Lords, going further than that, since nowadays 
most terrorists are Islamists— 
Noble Lords: No! 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: Why do the Government, the BBC and so on regularly 
describe them as “Asian men”? Is this not insulting to all the Asian men in the world who 
are not even Muslims, let alone Islamists? 
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Baroness Williams of Trafford: I do not know which part of that question I 
should disagree with first. It is not the case that all terrorists are Islamists; we 
have had some examples recently of far-right terrorism. And to describe someone 
as Asian would be entirely inaccurate: just because you are a Muslim, that does 
not mean you are Asian. 

Baroness Hussein-Ece (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, according to more in-depth 
research than we just heard about, psychiatrists and others who have interviewed so-
called jihadists in prison cells and on battlefields all agree that faith, Islamic or otherwise, 
is not the key driver for what these people have done. Does the noble Baroness agree 
with those who know something about this: that terrorists want to legitimise their 
criminality and violence and that it is quite wrong that the rest of society should help or 
validate them? These are not people of any faith. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: As ever, the noble Baroness makes sensible 
points in this regard. Faith is certainly not the key driver or the initial driver. As she 
says, it can be a hook on which to justify the actions of a very few people. 

The Lord Bishop of Coventry: My Lords, the difficulty for those of us on the ground, 
Muslim and Christian, who are trying to work at good community relations is that 
reportage of these crimes against humanity in the media can fuel hate crime against 
Muslim people and destroy the trust that we are trying to build in our communities. Does 
the Minister agree that we need to develop language that learns some lessons from the 
man who witnessed the Leytonstone tube attack in 2015, who said: “You ain’t no Muslim, 
bruv”—language that does not incriminate the entire Muslim community, despite their 
rejection of violent terrorists as not true Muslims—so that we can all stand together under 
the same banner of peace? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: I totally agree with the right reverend Prelate, 
and commend the Church, as I often do, for the work that it does to inspire 
community cohesion. In my previous role, I was aware of its work on projects such 
as Near Neighbours. The right reverend Prelate makes the point about the 
responsibility of the media. Of course, we will absolutely stick up for a free press, 
but I certainly think that, as he says, the press needs to become more religiously 
literate in how it reports. I loved the comment that he made about the chap on the 
tube—I had forgotten that—who said, “You ain’t no Muslim, bro”, because it 
symbolised what we all think: that we are standing together, Muslim, Jew, 
Christian, Sikh and Hindu, against the forces of evil in society. 

Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, does the Minister agree that, while we should 
deplore the linking of the evil behaviour of a few people with the whole of that religious 
community, it is equally important to condemn the behaviour of extremist clerics who use 
out-of-context religious texts to promote hatred of other communities? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: As always, the noble Lord makes a very good 
point. It is the responsibility of leaders in our society to lead by example, and 
some clerical teachings somewhat stray from that at times. As I said, the free 
press is something that we hold precious, but we all have a responsibility in our 
own way, whether as the leader of a church, a Sikh gurdwara or a mosque, to 
promote cohesive messages, not divisive ones. 

Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne (Conservative): Does the Minister consider that 
the results of forced migration from major religious persecution in the Middle East in 
particular might give rise to greater participation by the UK’s judicial services in helping 
justice on the ground, which is so badly needed? 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Justice on the ground is badly needed, my noble 
friend is absolutely right. I can only concur with her views in terms of some of the 
migratory effects and the change in our society. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-10-25/debates/09D66429-D4F6-43AC-A55E-
33E8290FC048/TerrorismPerpetratorCreed  
 
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-10-25/debates/09D66429-D4F6-43AC-A55E-33E8290FC048/TerrorismPerpetratorCreed
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-10-25/debates/09D66429-D4F6-43AC-A55E-33E8290FC048/TerrorismPerpetratorCreed
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House of Lords Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Islam 
The following five questions all received the same answer 

Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL1922] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 
Written Answers by Lord Nash on 13 September (HL1358 and HL1359), what concerns 
caused the then Prime Minister in 2015 to consider the need to regulate madrassahs; 
and how a local authority is to establish whether children may be at risk in such settings if 
they have no powers of entry or intervention in such establishments.    
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL1923] To ask Her Majesty's Government (1) how many 
madrassahs there are in England; (2) how many hours a week children may spend in 
such institutions; (3) whether attendance at a madrassah during school hours can justify 
a child's non-attendance at school; and (4) whether parents who send children to a 
madrassah can combine this with home tuition to avoid normal school attendance. 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL1924] To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimates 
they have made of the number of children attending madrassahs; and whether this 
number is increasing. 

Out-of-school Education 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL1925] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further to the 
Written Answers by Lord Nash on 13 September (HL1358 and HL1359), whether they 
intend to publish a summary of the evidence they have received following their call for 
evidence on a possible new system of oversight for out-of-school education settings; and 
whether this evidence suggests concern about the impact of madrassahs on children's 
welfare. 

Education: National Identity 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL1926] To ask Her Majesty's Government what action 
they intend to take following the recent concerns expressed by the Head of Ofsted about 
children being brought up in environments actively hostile to British values; and whether 
they consider that those concerns apply both to registered and unregistered schools, and 
other educational settings such as madrassahs. 

Lord Agnew of Oulton: The Government published a Counter Extremism 
Strategy in 2015, which set out plans to introduce a new system of oversight for 
out-of-school education settings – such as supplementary schools, tuition centres 
and madrassahs. The Strategy recognised that most of these settings can provide 
useful support to children, but also noted that the lack of oversight of these 
settings, and limited information about the practices within them, illustrating the 
risks of them being exploited by extremists. 
Local councils have an overarching responsibility for safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of all children in their area, regardless of where they are educated. It is 
for them to assess whether the threshold for intervention is met in the case of an 
individual child taking account of the impact and influence of environmental 
factors. However, wherever local councils have reasonable cause to suspect that 
a child is suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm they are under a duty to 
investigate. Local councils should make whatever enquiries necessary to decide 
what, if any, action to take to safeguard or promote the child’s welfare. The police 
can, of course, investigate any reports that a crime has been committed in an out-
of-school education setting. 
National statistics are not held on the number of madrassahs or children attending 
them but we are working closely with local councils to improve our understanding 
of the range of out-of-school education settings. 
Children are not required to attend school. Parents have a right to educate their 
children at home but must provide a suitable full-time education if the child is of 
compulsory school age. Parents who home educate must ensure that their child 
receives  efficient,   full-time  education   suitable  to  the  child's  age,   ability  and  
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aptitude, and any special educational needs the child may have. They are not, 
however, required to, observe school hours, days or terms. 
Parents are not obliged to provide the teaching themselves and may access 
services from other providers, including out-of-school education settings, but the 
responsibility for ensuring that their child receives a suitable education and is 
properly safeguarded, remains with them. 
The Department ran a call for evidence on out-of-school education settings, 
inviting interested education providers, local councils, other organisations and 
individuals to help us broaden our evidence base. We will publish our analysis of 
responses in due course. 
All schools have a duty to actively promote the fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of 
those with different faiths and beliefs. We are supporting schools to meet their 
obligations to protect pupils from radicalisation, and to help them build pupils’ 
resilience to extremism through knowledge and critical skills so they can question 
information, weigh arguments, and make reasoned judgments. 
Ofsted have strengthened their inspection frameworks so that inspectors assess 
how well schools protect pupils from the risks of extremism and radicalisation, and 
promote fundamental British values. 
We work closely with Ofsted to investigate allegations of extremism in schools and 
take appropriate action to ensure pupils are safeguarded from extremist and 
intolerant views. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1922/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1923/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1924/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1925/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1926/ 
 

The answers referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1358/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1359/  

TOP 

 
 

Israel  

Westminster Hall Debate 

Centenary of the Balfour Declaration 
col 145WH Matthew Offord (Conservative): … It is my pleasure to reflect once more on 
the words of a Conservative Foreign Secretary that ultimately led to the re-establishment 
of  a  Jewish  state in the  land  of  Israel.  In his  letter  dated 2 November  1917, Foreign  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1922/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1922/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1923/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1923/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1924/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1924/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1925/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1925/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1926/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-11/HL1926/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1358/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1358/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1359/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1359/
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Secretary Balfour informed Lord Rothschild, a leading member of the UK’s Jewish 
community, that “His Majesty’s government view with favour the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to 
facilitate the achievement of this object”. … 
The letter continues: “it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may 
prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or 
the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.” … 
 

Robert Halfon (Conservative): …  Does [Mathew Offord] agree that one reason for 
Britain being one of the greatest countries in the world is people like Arthur Balfour, who 
recognised that the Jewish people needed a homeland after hundreds of years of being 
denied one, and that Israel is a place of democracy, aspiration, scientific achievement 
and refuge? … 

 

Mathew Offord: I certainly do recognise that. Only two days ago, I finished reading a 
book by Rev. Leslie Hardman, who, as my right hon. Friend may know, was the first 
Jewish chaplain to enter Belsen. … Anyone who reads that book will be aware of the 
need then and the continuing need now for the democratic and free state of Israel. … 

 

col 146WH Grahame Morris (Labour): … Is this not also an opportunity to reflect on the 
second part of the declaration, about the obligation to the Palestinian people? Does it not 
behove us to pressure the British Government to honour that commitment and recognise 
Palestine and the rights of Palestinians? … 

 

Matthew Offord: That is a very constructive intervention. I certainly agree … I welcome 
repeated statements by this Government and by the Prime Minister, including today at 
Prime Minister’s Question Time, that we will mark the centenary with a sense of pride. It 
is particularly symbolic that our Prime Minister has invited Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to London to share our celebrations for this very special occasion. One 
hundred years on, the UK-Israel relationship is stronger than ever, with our shared 
commitment to the values of liberalism, democracy and freedom. … 

 

Andrew Percy (Conservative):  … Is it not also true that we will not get to a peaceful 
situation if people attend events, for example, where individuals hold signs or sing, “From 
Jordan to the sea, Palestine will be free”? Must we not remember the loss of citizenship 
and the pogroms that happened to the Jewish people in the Arab world between 1948 
and 1972 and mark that during this centenary year too? 
 

Matthew Offord: I can only agree with that sentiment. … 
 

Ian Paisley (DUP): … It is up to Israel’s neighbours to help Israel by acknowledging its 
right to exist. If we are to have a peace process, people must accept the fundamental 
principle that they have to stop killing and attacking Israelis. … 
 

col 147WH Stephen Kinnock (Labour): Does the hon. Gentleman agree that although 
trade with Israel is excellent, trading with businesses based in the illegally occupied 
territories of the west bank should be sanctioned? 
 

Matthew Offord: I am afraid I do not agree with that at all. Some of those businesses, 
including SodaStream, are providing opportunities for employment to the people in the 
occupied territories—opportunities for employment that do not exist elsewhere—and a lot 
of those people are remunerated to a higher level than their peers and neighbours who 
are not similarly employed. …  
I hope that Israel will be one of the first countries that the United Kingdom signs a free 
trade deal with when we eventually leave the European Union. Israel’s and Britain’s 
security services are working around the clock to keep us safe in our fight against the 
threat posed by Islamic terrorists, and our scientists work together to find cures to the 
world’s deadliest diseases. An Israeli company, Teva, provides more medicines to the 
NHS than any other supplier. … 
 

col 148WH Andy Slaughter (Labour): … To fulfil the second part of the Balfour 
Declaration, regarding non-Jewish communities, do we not need to follow international 
law and end the occupation?  
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Matthew Offord: We will certainly follow international law, but we do not want to 
negotiate and work with people who wish to see the destruction of Israel. Hamas is a 
leading proponent of that—part of its foundation is that it does not want the state of Israel 
to exist. … 
 

Louise Ellman (Labour Co-op): Does the hon. Gentleman recognise that the reason for 
the occupation was Israel surviving the war of 1967, which was unleashed by Arab 
forces, and that the Khartoum conference at the end of 1967 issued declarations of no 
recognition and no peace? … 
 

Matthew Offord: … It is often forgotten that Israel has not been the aggressor. Others 
have decided that they want to attack Israel, and Israel has decided to defend herself. … 
 

Ian Austin (Labour): We should remember that the original UN partition plan of 1947 
proposed a Palestinian state alongside Israel. The great tragedy is that, instead of 
allowing that to be established at the same time, five Arab countries chose to invade 
Israel on day one. … 
 

Matthew Offord: … Since its inception, the state of Israel has stood as a bastion of 
freedom and democracy in a region where liberties cannot be taken for granted. By 
accepting the United Nations’ partition plan for Palestine in 1947 and absorbing up to 
200,000 Arabs who remained in Israel after the war of independence in 1948, the Jewish 
leadership upheld Balfour’s principle of protecting the civil and religious rights of the 
existing non-Jewish population. Their descendants today make up Israel’s 1.7 million-
strong Arab minority, forming over 20% of Israel’s population. Today there are 17 Arab 
Members in the Knesset, out of 120—that is an increase from 12 in the last Parliament. 
 

col 149WH John Howell (Conservative): … the Balfour Declaration comes in three 
parts, not two? The first part is about a national home for the Jewish people. The second 
part is about protecting the civil and religious rights of Palestinians. The third part is about 
protecting the political status of Jews in any other country. That is not what the Arabs 
have done. … 
 

Matthew Offord: … Arabic is Israel’s official second language … Just like all Israelis, the 
Israeli Arab community have freedom to practice their faith. The Palestinians today refer 
to Israel’s war of independence as “al-Nakba”, meaning the catastrophe, when an 
estimated 750,000 Arabs fled from the fighting. While there is much debate about their 
reasons for leaving, the Israeli Prime Minister at the time, David Ben-Gurion, had called 
on all Arabs within Israel to stay and live as equal citizens in a Jewish state. While Israel 
protected those Arabs who remained, the neighbouring Arab nations refused to absorb 
the Palestinian refugees; instead, they confined them to refugee camps and have denied 
them citizenship to this day.  
 

Peter Grant (SNP): Will the hon. Gentleman accept that the reason why a lot of 
Palestinian refugees and their descendants do not have citizenship in any other country 
is that they rightly consider themselves to be Palestinian and they will not accept 
citizenship of any country other than their own? They are not being refused citizenship; 
they are declining to take it … 
 

Matthew Offord: … It is all too often overlooked that Balfour’s second condition, that the 
rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country must not be prejudiced, 
was almost entirely ignored by neighbouring states. Over 800,000 Jews were expelled 
from countries in the middle east and north Africa following the United Nations decision to 
partition Palestine in 1947. More than 200,000 found refuge in Europe and north 
America, while almost 600,000 were successfully resettled in Israel. … 
While those Jewish refugees have been forgotten by the world, there have been over 170 
UN resolutions on Palestinian refugees and 13 United Nations agencies and 
organisations have been mandated or created to provide protection and relief for them. 
Today, Palestinian refugees are the only refugee population in the world whose status 
includes subsequent generations, with 5 million people defined as Palestinian refugees. 
To put that into  context,  the number of  Palestinian  refugees alive who were  personally  
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displaced in the 1948 war of independence is estimated to be 30,000. … 
col 150WH … It is time that the Palestinians and their Arab brothers reversed the fateful 
decision in 1947 to reject the internationally endorsed partition plan. It was a historic 
mistake, which began the cycle of violence that continues today. … 
Polling regularly shows that more than half of Israelis and Palestinians still support a two-
state solution, so the window of opportunity is still open—but it might not be for ever. … 
 

col 151WH Robert Halfon: … the problem is that the leader of the Labour party has said 
that Hamas are his friends and has invited them into the House of Commons. Everyone 
looks to the leader of the Labour party to understand what the party’s policy is on Israel 
and on the horrific things that have gone on in the party to do with anti-Semitism. That is 
the issue that the public and Jewish people have. There is the feeling that the current 
Labour party, with the honourable exceptions of people such as [Ian Austin], are hostile 
to the state of Israel and the Jewish people. 
 

Matthew Offord: … it seems to me that the next generation of Labour activists do not 
believe that the Jewish people have the right to self-determination in their historic 
homeland. Zionism is entirely compatible with a two-state solution; it does not reject the 
establishment of a Palestinian state alongside Israel. Legitimate criticism of the Israeli 
Government’s policies and actions should be and is justified, just as we in this House 
rightly criticise the Governments of liberal democracies, but to deny the two-state solution 
is to side with the hardliners in both camps. … 
col 152WH … Although a unified Palestinian leadership is an essential component in the 
successful outcome of any peace process, I have severe doubts about recent 
developments between Hamas and Fatah. Hamas is, and remains, a terror group 
committed to the destruction of Israel. The group must be obliged to accept the Quartet 
principles in full and unconditionally, including full disarmament. Israel cannot realistically 
be expected to enter into peace negotiations without Hamas taking that crucial step. … 
 

col 153WH Ivan Lewis (Labour): … The state of Israel was born in the wake of the 
holocaust—the Shoah—which was a meticulous plan on an industrial scale to wipe out 
an entire people because of their faith and cultural identity. It was shocking not only 
because of its depravity, but because of the complicity of many individuals and leaders 
who looked the other way in the face of unspeakable evil. It is a sad truth that we still 
need to counter those who seek to deny the holocaust. 
Resurgent anti-Semitism is the only form of racism that unites far right and far left. My 
own party has serious questions to answer about a minority of members and supporters 
who stain the reputation of a movement rooted in equality and in an abhorrence of all 
forms of discrimination and racism. Although they are a small minority, they feel able to 
act with impunity when there should be zero tolerance. … 
Why is anti-Semitism so salient to this debate? Quite simply, for many Jews around the 
world, Israel is the safety net that gives meaning to the phrase “Never again”. The reality 
is that contemporary anti-Semitism is predominantly tied up with attacks on Israel that 
cross the line in their use of anti-Semitic rhetoric and imagery. 
There are many people and organisations who legitimately criticise the policies and 
actions of the Israeli Government but are not in any way anti-Semitic. They have every 
right to do so without facing the false accusations that sometimes damage those who 
claim to be Israel’s friends. However, 100 years on from Balfour, this country, more than 
any other, has a duty to ensure a balanced scorecard when it comes to judgments about 
the state of Israel—a small country the size of Wales that has always existed in a hostile 
neighbourhood and attracted hatred, venom and the daily threat of violent terrorism. … 
col 154WH … Modern Israel is a vibrant democracy with a free judiciary and an 
independent press. How many countries put former Presidents and Prime Ministers in the 
same prison cell block? That is just one slightly strange example. … 
It is only right, however, that we acknowledge that Israel must face up to some harsh 
realities. West bank occupation dehumanises both Palestinians and young Israeli 
soldiers.  Security must be the  No. 1 priority for any Government,  but the time has come  
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to consider a different framework that protects Israel’s security while allowing maximum 
freedom for Palestinian residents. … 
The Balfour Declaration was right, because it laid the foundations for the recognition that 
the Jewish people had a right to self-determination in their own country—the true 
definition of Zionism, which is a word that has been distorted and demonised by those 
who do not really believe that Israel has a right to exist. … 
 

col 155WH John Howell: … Allied to the Balfour Declaration is the issue of Zionism. The 
Balfour letter expresses “sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations”. 
What we mean by Zionism is the belief that there should be a Jewish state in the land of 
Israel. The Zionist movement received cross-party support in the UK at the time, as well 
as Government backing in France, the US and other countries. Sadly, it appears that 
“Zionist” has become one of the most misunderstood and misused words in the English 
political dictionary. Legitimate criticism of the Israeli Government’s policies and actions 
should, of course, be permitted, just as we rightly criticise the Governments of other 
liberal democracies, but we must clearly set ourselves apart from those who hate Israel 
and call into question its right to exist as a Jewish state. … 
 

Louise Ellman: … The Balfour Declaration marked a milestone in the Zionist 
movement’s struggle to secure Jewish self-determination in the land of Israel, where the 
Jewish people have roots that go back 3,000 years. … The enlightenment’s failure to 
address anti-Semitism, illustrated by the Dreyfus case and followed by the horror of the 
holocaust, intensified the need for action. It was not until 14 May 1948 that the state of 
Israel was declared following UN resolution 181, which was passed in 1947 and called 
for the partitioning of the land into Jewish and Palestinian states. Palestinian leaders 
rejected that proposal and five Arab countries attacked the fledgling Jewish state. … 
col 156WH What has the state of Israel achieved since 1948? It is a tiny country of 8 
million people, smaller in land size than Wales and 10 miles wide at its narrowest point; 
74.7% of its population are Jewish, 17.5% are Muslim and 2.7% Christian. It is a refuge 
for millions escaping genocide and persecution, at the same time creating a dynamic and 
diverse democracy that includes 17 Arab Members of the Knesset from six different 
political parties. Israel has a strong record on gay rights and has many leading hospitals 
such as Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem, where both Jewish and Palestinian doctors 
treat patients of all religions and all backgrounds equally. 
Israel has produced 12 Nobel laureates since 1966, nominated for achievements in 
chemistry, economics, literature and peace. Their inventions include innovations such as 
a walking system for paraplegics and Babysense, which helps prevent sudden infant 
death syndrome. Israel has an outstanding record in providing international humanitarian 
aid in countries such as Indonesia and Haiti, and currently Syria, with 4,000 wounded 
Syrians treated in Israeli hospitals. 
Israel faces many challenges, but it is a beacon of light in a troubled region. … It is tragic 
that Palestinians remain without their state. Their leaders rejected the 1947 UN proposal 
for partition, and subsequent opportunities at Camp David in 2000 and Taba in 2001 and 
Ehud Olmert’s offer in 2008 were discarded. … 
 

Theresa Villiers (Conservative): … Zionism may have been a word that was coined as 
recently as 1890, but the aspiration to return to an ancient homeland dates back nearly 
two millennia, to AD 70 when the Romans defeated the Jewish revolt, marking the end of 
the Jewish state until its revival in the modern era. Support for the return of the Jewish 
people to Zion has been present in a strand of evangelical Christianity in England since 
at least the 17th century. Indeed, it formed part of the background to Oliver Cromwell’s 
decision to readmit Jewish people to England in 1656, some 366 years after their brutal 
expulsion in 1290. 
Prominent evangelical Christian figures in the 19th century such as William Wilberforce 
also backed the idea, and support for a homeland for the Jewish people gathered pace 
after a series of horrific pogroms in Russia in the 19th century. … 
 

col 157WH Joanna Cherry (SNP):  …  I was recently  privileged to meet  survivors of the  
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holocaust and veterans of the Kindertransport. Their moving and humbling stories were a 
timely reminder of the importance of the existence of the state of Israel. Their stories 
were also a timely reminder that we must always speak out against injustice and abuses 
of the rule of law and on behalf of refugees’ rights. … 
… the Balfour Declaration disregarded the rights, wishes and claims of the Palestinian 
people, who made up nearly 90% of the population in Palestine in 1917. The land was 
not, as [Matthew Offord] said, desert. It was towns and villages in which 90% of the 
Palestinian population lived. 
The Balfour Declaration and Britain’s subsequent acts when Palestine was under its 
control created the framework for Palestinian dispossession and the establishment in 
1948 of a state whose basic laws and subsequent policies have privileged the rights of 
Jewish inhabitants above those of Palestinians. … 
 

col 158WH John Woodcock (Labour Co-op): Is the hon. and learned Lady equating the 
survivors and victims of the holocaust with the plight of the Palestinians now, because 
that is a very serious thing? 
 

Joanna Cherry: Of course not. … 
… the true legacy of Balfour is 5 million Palestinians living in refugee camps or scattered 
across the globe; a 50-year occupation of East Jerusalem, Gaza and the west bank; and 
a 10-year illegal and inhumane blockade of the Gaza Strip. … two wrongs do not make a 
right, and that the second part of the Balfour Declaration has not been fulfilled. …  
col 159WH By all means, today, let us celebrate and protect the state of Israel; but let us 
not forget, as British people, the other aspects of the Balfour Declaration, and our 
responsibility to make sure that the rights of Palestinians living in the west bank and 
occupied territories are respected. … 
 

Stephen Crabb (Conservative): … The Balfour Declaration was described by Winston 
Churchill in 1921 as “manifestly right”, and we can wholeheartedly endorse that view 
today. It is manifestly right that we mark its centenary with pride—and that the 
Government do so too. Israel’s achievements since its establishment speak for 
themselves. It has one of the world’s most diverse societies, and its economic successes 
and commitment to the same values that we hold so dear in this country make it a close 
and vital ally. Israel’s commitment to liberalism and tolerance shine brightly in a region 
where, sadly, persecution and a denial of basic human rights are all too common. … 
… however, it is important to remember that today, in 2017, more than 30 members of 
the United Nations still refuse to recognise or maintain diplomatic relations with the state 
of Israel, including 19 of the 21 Arab League states. I believe that that is an absurdity and 
a stain upon the international community. … 
col 160WH … At this centenary moment we can with sadness observe … that we have 
yet to see the completion of the vision for the establishment of a viable Palestinian state 
alongside a safe and secure Jewish state. … On my most recent visit to Israel in 
February, I was struck again by the number of Israelis from different walks of life who told 
me of their deep desire to live in peace and security. Those words, “peace and security”, 
are heard time and again in speaking to Israelis. … The successive failures of the 
Palestinian leadership to grasp opportunities have already been pointed out this 
afternoon. …  
It is a great tragedy that Palestinians have been let down by successive poor leadership 
and poor decisions. … 
 

Naz Shah (Labour): … The state of Israel has come to exist over the last 100 years, and 
the document we are discussing is largely symbolic of changes in attitudes, certainly 
within this country, to the notion of a Jewish nation co-existing in Palestine; but is crucial 
that we understand that the 50 years following 1917 probably played a far more important 
role. It is clear that the vision laid out in the letter was always almost certain to fail. A new 
state located in a place at the expense of those currently inhabiting it would always be 
problematic, and it has proved to be that way. … 
col 161WH  Some  5 million  Palestinians of varying  descent live as  displaced  refugees,  
 



 10 

 

living by and large in poverty across the middle east; 2.5 million live in torturous 
conditions in the occupied west bank, and 1.7 million people live in the largest open 
prison camp on the planet, in Gaza, with no basic rights, no citizenship, and no hope of a 
lasting future. … 
We must not allow the continued suffering of the Palestinian people and accept it as the 
norm within the region. We must compel, and recommit ourselves to helping, both sides 
to find a lasting peace. … 
 

Paul Masterton (Conservative): … There will be many celebrating the centenary in my 
constituency of East Renfrewshire, which is home to more than 50% of Scotland’s Jewish 
population. The Jewish community is an integral part of East Renfrewshire, whether it be 
with Mark’s Deli, Sora’s Cafe and L’Chaim’s Restaurant, which serves delicious kosher 
food, or the Maccabi Youth and Sport Centre, all of which are in Giffnock. I am privileged 
to serve a vibrant Jewish community, whose members all add a vitality to the area. 
The people of East Renfrewshire have a strong affinity with Scotland, Britain and Israel, 
and the centenary of the Balfour Declaration presents a unique opportunity to reinstitute 
peace talks without precondition, as we work towards a two-state solution, but this cannot 
be an outreach to terror. We cannot extend the hand of friendship to legitimise the 
murder of Israelis of all creeds, but we will only see lasting safety and security through 
such talks. … 
 

col 162WH Jim Shannon (DUP): … The Prime Minister has said that the Balfour 
Declaration was “one of the most important letters in history. It demonstrates Britain’s 
vital role in creating a homeland for the Jewish people…Born of that letter…and of the 
efforts of so many people, is a remarkable country”. 
… I also welcome the impending visit of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to London, 
which will happen later this year. It is unfortunate that in a world that attempts to abhor 
any form of intolerance, there exists an intolerance towards Israel that is widely accepted, 
including in the form of boycotts. It is clear that there are none so intolerant as the 
tolerant. The academics who are training students to boycott Israel are happy enough to 
save their rhetoric on a USB, which was designed in Israel. I wonder whether they would 
be happy to boycott Israeli medical breakthroughs if they needed them themselves. … 
The boycott of Israel is not a form of justice; it is just hatred, which has never brought 
peace. … 
 

col 163WH Mary Robinson (Conservative): … Israel can perhaps be most proud of its 
significant humanitarian work across the globe. The Jewish state is at the forefront of 
providing effective and speedy life-saving relief to other countries, following natural or 
man-made disasters. Just last month, Israeli NGOs sent search and rescue teams to 
southern Florida, Haiti and the Caribbean, in response to Hurricane Irma, as well as to 
Texas and Mexico. Israel’s Foreign Ministry also sent supplies and donations to those in 
need via the US embassies. Additionally, Israel has sent teams in recent years to Nepal, 
Japan and Italy following deadly earthquakes and tsunamis. In many cases it has 
provided post-traumatic care, even when aid groups and others have left a region. … 
With little fanfare, the Israel Defence Forces have quietly helped beleaguered Syrian 
civilians on Israel’s northern border, in a Massive, multi-faceted humanitarian relief 
operation, which includes treating chronically ill children who have no access to hospitals. 
The IDF have also built clinics in Syria and supplied hundreds of tonnes of food, 
medicines and clothes to villages across the border. … 
 

col 164WH Julie Elliott (Labour): … The centenary of the Balfour Declaration should not 
be celebrated in any way, but should instead be a time when we can pause, think about 
the situation that we are in now because of this statement by a previous parliamentarian, 
and look carefully at its impact on the situation today. Our responsibility as a country is to 
find a solution to the problems in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. … 
On my recent visit to Jerusalem and the west bank, I was shocked and horrified at the 
way that Palestinian people are living and being treated in the occupied territories. … 
I saw illegal  outposts,  often surrounding  Palestinian communities,  being built at a rapid  
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pace in area C. I saw communities under threat of demolition. I saw water being diverted 
away from Palestinian communities to serve the illegal outposts, and I visited the military 
courts. The way that children are being treated—indeed, the way that our delegation was 
treated—in those courts was horrific. It is not what I would expect anywhere in the 
world—being lied to and being thrown out of court, first for “security reasons” and then, 
we were told, because it was too crowded. It was an utter disgrace. Finally, we saw the 
intimidation that everyone feels from the IDF presence in the occupied territories. The 
horror of the wall; the sight of young people walking around the old city with machine 
guns on their back—it was horrific. … 
 

col 165WH Peter Grant (SNP): … The Balfour Declaration has clearly been one of the 
pivotal events in the tragic and often violent history of the middle east, but I do not think 
that its centenary can be met with unbridled celebration and joy. The Balfour Declaration 
and the thoughts that went into it have contributed to the history of the middle east in the 
past 100 years being more tragic and more violent than it might otherwise have been. … 
[The SNP] fully support the principle of the establishment of a two-state future for the 
middle east. We absolutely support the right of Israel to continue as an independent 
state. We support early and, I would argue, immediate recognition of Palestine as an 
equal state to Israel. I want to see a future in which the two can co-exist as equals in 
every way, with each fully recognised by the international community, each fully 
recognising the rights of the other and each fully accepting the responsibilities under 
international law. 
That means that the state of Palestine has to take appropriate action against any of its 
citizens who engage in acts of violence against Israel or any of its citizens, and it also 
means that the state of Israel must stop using those murderous attacks as an excuse to 
launch military action that it knows for certain are likely to result in the deaths of innocent 
children and other unarmed civilians. … 
 

Ian Austin: When the hon. Gentleman alleges that Israel is looking for an excuse to 
bomb people in Gaza, is he suggesting that the Israeli Government want to do that and 
that the Israeli people have some desire to wipe the people of Gaza off the map? Is he 
saying that the people of Israel have no right to defend themselves against rockets being 
fired into Israel? What exactly is the point is he making when he uses the word “excuse“? 
 

Peter Grant: … I entirely respect the right of any nation to use targeted and appropriate 
military action to defend itself against an aggressor. All too often, the military action from 
Israel has not been targeted, and arguably it has not been proportionate. The number of 
civilians who have been killed is far too high for it just to be an accident. 
Let me also make clear that it is completely unacceptable for anyone to use legitimate 
criticism of the actions of the state of Israel to defend or justify any form of anti-Semitic 
racism against Jewish people in Israel or anywhere else. People should never blame an 
individual for the disagreeable actions of the Government of the country in which they 
live. … 
col 166WH The declaration was not the act of a Foreign Minister who was a friend of 
Israel or who cared particularly about the welfare or plight of Jewish refugees. A few 
years earlier, when he was Prime Minister, the same Arthur Balfour had talked about “the 
undoubted evils which had fallen upon portions of the country”—this country—“from an 
alien immigration which was largely Jewish”. [Official Report, 10 July 1905; Vol. 149, c. 
155.] 
Those are not the words of a friend of the Jewish people; those are the words of a racist 
and an anti-Semite. I believe that that was part of the attitude behind the whole Balfour 
Declaration and all the manoeuvring and double-dealing that went into it. It was not 
primarily about the welfare of the Jewish people; it was primarily about ensuring that the 
desperate problem of Jewish refugees was kept away from the shores of Great Britain. … 
I genuinely wish Israel well. I wish my Jewish friends and those who want to celebrate 
well,  but in  all  conscience  I cannot  celebrate with them this year.  I want  to be  able to  
 

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1905/jul/10/aliens-bill#column_155
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1905/jul/10/aliens-bill#column_155
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celebrate with them in future. I want to be able to celebrate the fact that this year’s 
celebrations gave an impetus to creating the kind of middle east that we should all be 
looking for: a middle east where the two peoples who call Palestine/Israel their ancient 
homeland can genuinely live together in peace and security. … 
 

col 167WH Liz McInnes (Labour): … Back in 1917, Arthur Henderson, the then leader 
of the Labour party, said: “The British Labour Party believes that the responsibility of the 
British people in Palestine should be fulfilled to the utmost of their power. It believes that 
these responsibilities may be fulfilled so as to ensure the economic prosperity, political 
autonomy and spiritual freedom of both the Jews and Arabs in Palestine.” 
We remain committed to those important aims today. We want a viable and secure state 
of Israel alongside a viable and secure state of Palestine. … 
There can be no military solution to this conflict. Both sides must stop taking action that is 
going to make peace harder to achieve. That means an end to the blockade and 
settlements and an end to rocket and terror attacks, but it also means that those on the 
extreme fringes on both sides of this debate who believe in a one-state solution must 
step down from their entrenched positions. … 
Later this year we will also mark another important anniversary. It will have been 70 years 
since the UN partition plan that specifically addressed the idea of two states with an 
international zone in Jerusalem and guarantees for the rights of religious minorities. The 
Labour party has been clear that it would recognise the state of Palestine. When will the 
Government do the same? … 
The levels of poverty and the lack of opportunities open to those living in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, particularly in Gaza, are shocking. Oxfam estimates that about 
80% of the 1.9 million population are reliant on humanitarian aid to survive. Gaza needs 
more than simply aid; its residents need to be empowered to support themselves. The 
unemployment rate is 41%—one of the highest in the world. … 
 

col 169WH Ian Austin: Does the Minister agree that ascribing colonialist motives to 
Britain and to the Balfour Declaration, as we heard from the Scottish National party 
spokesman, the hon. Member for Glenrothes (Peter Grant), is complete nonsense? 
Britain restricted Jewish immigration into Palestine until the war, and then put holocaust 
survivors in camps in Cyprus to prevent them from going to Israel as well. How could that 
be described as colonialism? 
 

The Minister for the Middle East (Alistair Burt): … The Government are proud of the 
role that the UK played in the creation of the state of Israel. We will welcome the Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as a guest of the Government on the centenary of 
the Balfour Declaration. We will mark the centenary with pride and respect, but also with 
a degree of sadness, as issues between Israel and the Palestinians remain unresolved. 
Although history is not everything, it is important to recall the context in which the 
declaration was written. It was a world of competing imperial powers, in the midst of the 
first world war. Jews had suffered centuries of persecution, and in that context, 
establishing a homeland for the Jewish people in the land to which they have strong 
historical and religious ties was the right and moral thing to do. That is why we are proud 
of the role that the UK played—a vital role in helping to make that Jewish homeland a 
reality. 
Today, we continue to support the principle of such a Jewish homeland, and the state of 
Israel. Israel is a symbol of openness and a thriving democracy. It is a beacon for 
upholding the rights of women and lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people. The 
energy, innovation and creativity of Israel’s people stand out as an example to the world, 
and the existence of the state of Israel is not up for discussion. 
The UK’s relationship with Israel is a partnership that continues to grow in areas such as 
trade and investment, innovation and technology, and defence and security … 
Although it is of course right to mark the Balfour centenary, we understand and respect 
the sensitivities many have towards the declaration and the events that have taken place 
in the region since 1917. That is why we are resolutely committed to establishing security  
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and justice for both Israelis and Palestinians through a lasting peace. The UK remains 
clear that the best path to peace lies in a two-state solution, and we believe the 
declaration remains unfinished business until a lasting peace is achieved. 
We are clear that a solution can only be achieved through a negotiated settlement that 
leads to a safe and secure Israel living alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian 
state, based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, with Jerusalem as the shared 
capital of both states and with a just, fair and realistic settlement for refugees. Just as we 
fully support the modern state of Israel as the Jewish homeland, we fully support the 
objective of a viable and sovereign Palestinian state, and we also recognise the continual 
impediment constituted by the occupation to securing those political rights. … 
col 170WH I am gravely concerned by reports this morning that the Jerusalem 
municipality planning committee conditionally approved building permits for 178 housing 
units in Nof Zion, a Jewish settlement within Jabel Mukaber, a Palestinian neighbourhood 
of east Jerusalem. As a strong friend of Israel, and one that continues to stand by it in the 
face of bias and unreasonable criticism, we are continuing to urge Israel not to take such 
steps, which move us away from our shared goals of peace and security. 
We should also be clear that settlements are far from the only problem in this conflict. As 
the Quartet set out in its July 2016 report, terrorism and incitement also undermine the 
prospects for a two-state solution. We deplore all forms of incitement, including any 
comments that could stir up hatred and prejudice. … 
We are proud of the role that we have played in the creation of the state of Israel, but it is 
perfectly clear that there is more to be done. The matter needs attention on both sides, 
and the Government certainly intend to do it. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-25/debates/AECC18DD-88CB-47C1-
9156-C7A3DBC41D74/CentenaryOfTheBalfourDeclaration  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Robert Jenrick (Conservative): We enter a week of commemorations of the centenary 
of the Balfour declaration. Will my right hon. Friend re-dedicate us to the pursuit of peace 
and justice for both the Israelis and the Palestinians, but will she also celebrate with pride 
our small national contribution to the creation of a democracy in the middle east, a 
sanctuary for those who have suffered from anti-Semitism and fear its rise again, and, in 
the state of Israel, a true friend of the United Kingdom? 

The Prime Minister: We are proud of the role that we played in the creation of the 
state of Israel, and we will certainly mark the centenary with pride. I am pleased 
about the good trade and other relationships that we have with Israel, which we 
are building on and enhancing. However, we must also be conscious of the 
sensitivities that some people have about the Balfour declaration. 
We recognise that there is more work to be done. We remain committed to the 
two-state solution in relation to Israel and the Palestinians, which is an important 
aim. I think it important for us all to recommit ourselves to ensuring that we can 
provide security, stability and justice for both Israelis and Palestinians through 
such a lasting peace. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-
25/debates/17102527000025/Engagements#contribution-BC79A165-809E-423F-90C0-
BD01F30D2A13  
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House of Commons Written Answers 

West Bank: Water 
Rebecca Long Bailey (Labour) [108132] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with Israel and Palestinian 
officials on water permits in the (a) Jordan Valley area and (b) wider Palestinian West 
Bank. 

Alistair Burt: The UK regularly raises concerns over access to water in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories with the Israeli authorities, including stressing the 
urgent need for Israel to take immediate and practical measures to improve the 
current situation and ensure fair distribution of water in the West Bank. We have 
not raised this issue with the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108132/ 
 

West Bank: Sanitation 
Rebecca Long Bailey (Labour) [108133] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, whether his Department has made recent representations to the 
Government of Israel on the adequacy of the water supply and sanitation infrastructure in 
the West Bank. 

Alistair Burt: The UK regularly raises concerns over access to water in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories with the Israeli authorities, including stressing the 
urgent need for Israel to take immediate and practical measures to improve the 
current situation and ensure fair distribution of water in the West Bank. Officials 
from our Embassy in Tel Aviv and the Department for International Development 
discussed this issue with the Israeli authorities on 12 September. The Department 
for International Development discussed the issue of water at the Ad Hoc Liaison 
Comittee in New York on 17-18 September. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108133/  
 

West Bank: Water 
Rebecca Long Bailey (Labour) [108332] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps he is taking to support improved access to portable, 
affordable and clean water for the domestic and livestock needs of the Bedouin 
communities in the Palestinian West Bank. 

Alistair Burt: The UK regularly raises the issue of water in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPTs) with the Israeli authorities to ensure fair distribution 
of water across the OPTs. The UK is a shareholder in a number of major 
international financial institutions, such as the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development and the European Investment Bank, which 
support infrastructure projects across the OPTs. 
The Government also supports Bedouin communities facing demolition or eviction 
in Area C of the West Bank through our funding to the Norwegian Refugee 
Council (NRC) legal aid programme. This helps residents challenge decisions in 
the Israeli legal system. 97 per cent of cases provided with legal representation 
through NRC have resulted in suspension of demolitions and evictions, allowing 
Palestinians to remain in their homes. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108332/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Rebecca Long Bailey (Labour) [108333] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps he is taking to promote Israeli-Palestinian cooperation  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108132/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108132/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108133/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108133/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108332/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108332/
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relating to the water sector. 
Alistair Burt: We welcome the progress made towards the 'Red to Dead' water 
supply agreement between Israel and the Palestinians announced in July 2017. 
The fair and effective distribution of shared water resources across the Middle 
East is of great concern to us. These resources are limited and therefore require 
effective co-operation from all parties to manage them in such a manner that 
ensures there will be enough for all. Although this issue transcends the Arab-
Israeli conflict, it is essential that Israel and the Palestinians discuss this issue and 
ensure that there is a just solution on shared water resources. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108333/  
 

Israel: Immigration Controls 
The following four questions all received the same answer 

Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108291] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, how many UK citizens have been detained, interrogated and 
subsequently denied entry to Israel in the last 12 months. 
Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108292] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, how many UK citizens have been deported by Israel for reasons 
related to pro-Palestinian activity after initially being granted entry to Israel in the last 12 
months. 
Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108294] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, how many UK citizens have been (a) detained and (b) delayed 
when entering Israel in the last 12 months. 
Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108313] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, how many people with dual Palestinian and British citizenship 
have been (a) refused entry to, (b) detained by and (c) deported from Israel in the last 12 
months. 

Alistair Burt: We do not hold such information. This would be for the Israeli 
authorities themselves to respond. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108291/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108292/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108294/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108313/  

 

Israel: Immigration Controls 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108261] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what information his Department holds on the number of UK 
citizens who have been refused entry and deported by the Israeli Government as a direct 
result of amendment 27 of the Entry into Israel Law during the last 12 months. 
Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108290] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, how many UK citizens have complained of poor treatment by 
Israeli authorities at border crossings and entry points; and of those people how many 
have raised such issues with the (a) Government, (b) embassy in Tel Aviv and (c) 
consulates in Jerusalem and Ramallah in the last 12 months. 
Ruth Cadbury (Labour) [108293] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs,  how many UK citizens  held in Israel's airport  detention facilities  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108333/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108333/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108291/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108291/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108292/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108292/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108294/
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have been provided with consular assistance by the UK embassy in Tel Aviv in the last 
12 months. 

Alistair Burt: The British Embassy is aware of two British Nationals who were 
denied entry as a direct result of amendment 27 in the last 12 months. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108261/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108290/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108293/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Ian Austin (Labour) [108895] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, pursuant to the Answer of 18 October 2017 to Question 901233, on Israel: 
Palestinians, if she will publish the criteria by which applications for projects seeking 
funding will be judged by Search for Common Ground. 

Alistair Burt: DFID is funding Search for Common Ground (SFCG) to implement 
our new people-to-people programme due to the organisation’s long global track 
record of peacebuilding projects and its experience in selecting the most effective 
partners to achieve agreed aims. As part of formal management arrangements, 
the programme Steering Committee, consisting of DFID and FCO officials and 
SFCG staff, agreed a robust set of criteria for SFCG’s prioritisation of potential 
project partners as follows: a) added value of the organisation and compatibility of 
approach with the programme’s scope; b) the robustness of financial and 
administrative systems of the organisation and the ability to deliver; c) the 
neutrality of the political stance of the organisation; d) access to Israeli and 
Palestinian societies and; e) credibility with both societies. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108895/  

 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/ 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Ian Austin (Labour) [108896] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, pursuant to the Answer of 18 October 2017 to Question 901233, on Israel: 
Palestinians, if she will publish the application process for individual projects seeking 
funding from Search for Common Ground. 

Alistair Burt: Ministers opted to fund Search for Common Ground (SFCG) directly 
as the overarching implementing partner of our new people-to-people programme 
to ensure delivery of a programme focused on three strategic areas: youth, 
religious communities and health. This approach will enable us to deliver an inter-
connected programme, testing the effectiveness of different approaches and 
building evidence on what works. SFCG has selected project partners using the 
criteria as outlined in my answer to Question 108895. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108896/  

 

The answers referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108895/  

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108261/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108261/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108290/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108290/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108293/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-17/108293/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108895/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108895/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108896/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108896/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108895/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108895/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Ian Austin (Labour) [108897] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, pursuant to the Answer of 18 October 2017 to Question 901233, on Israel: 
Palestinians, if she will publish the list of projects that have been allocated money by 
Search for Common Ground. 

Alistair Burt: DFID is committed to ensuring the transparency of all UK official 
development assistance. In line with these commitments, the business case and 
accountable grant agreement for DFID’s new people-to-people programme are in 
the process of publication and will appear on DevTracker shortly at the following 
address: https://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/projects/GB-GOV-1-300366. I will make 
further information available on partners in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108897/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/ 
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Alistair Carmichael (Liberal Democrat) [458] Breast Cancer in Gaza – That this 
House is deeply concerned about the crisis facing Palestinian women with breast cancer, 
particularly those living in Gaza; notes that restrictions on freedom of movement imposed 
by Israel prevent many from reaching essential treatment, such as radiotherapy, 
elsewhere in the occupied Palestinian territory; expresses deep concern over reports of 
multiple deaths in 2017 of breast cancer and other patients awaiting permits to exit Gaza 
for treatment; further notes that shortages of essential medicines and electricity amid 
restrictions on the exit of Palestinian medical staff for training severely impact on the 
quality of treatment available inside Gaza; expresses further concern that the closure of 
Gaza which the International Committee of the Red Cross termed a collective 
punishment imposed in clear violation of lsrael's obligations under international 
humanitarian law has continued for 10 years; and calls on the Government to use its 
multilateral and bilateral relations with Israel to press for an end to the illegal closure of 
Gaza and for the humanitarian needs of its population to be met. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/458  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
 
 

https://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/projects/GB-GOV-1-300366
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108897/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-20/108897/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/458
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
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Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
 

Justice Committee: Stage 1 evidence session 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11144&i=101613#ScotParlOR  
 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  

 

Scotland’s National Action Plan on Human Rights (no closing date given) 
https://allin.limequery.com/372759  

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11144&i=101613#ScotParlOR
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/
https://allin.limequery.com/372759

