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Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answers 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 
Edward Leigh (Conservative) [106180] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, for what reasons the Government did not hold a public 
consultation on the proposal to locate the Holocaust Memorial and Holocaust Learning 
Centre in Victoria Tower Gardens before making its decision. 

Marcus Jones: The independent Holocaust Commission received 2500 
responses to its public consultation. Following feedback from this consultation, the 
Commission recommended that the UK should have a new Memorial in a 
prominent central London location. Victoria Tower Gardens was identified through 
an extensive search, which considered a range of central London locations. The 
park is owned by the government and leased to Royal Parks. The UK Holocaust 
Memorial Foundation, a cross party Advisory Board’s view was that Victoria 
Tower Gardens met the aims of the Commission and recommended it to 
government. The government accepted this recommendation. 
Of course, the local planning authority will undertake a formal period of public 
consultation prior to deciding a planning application (as is their obligation under 
Article 15 of the Development Management Procedure Order 2015). We will 
continue to consult residents throughout the process of design refinement. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106180/  
 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 
Edward Leigh (Conservative) [106182] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, what representations the Government has received from the 
Royal Parks agency's (a) Board and (b) officials on the plan to site the Holocaust 
Memorial and Holocaust Learning Centre in Victoria Tower Gardens. 

Marcus Jones: Discussions have taken place with The Royal Parks at Board 
level and official level. The Royal Parks were consulted on the site for the 
Memorial and Learning Centre, and they played a formal role in providing detailed 
input to the competition process assessing the design proposals. The Royal Parks 
have been – and remain – supportive of the decision to site the Memorial in 
Victoria Tower Gardens, but have expressed concerns about the co-located 
Learning Centre. DCLG will continue to work closely with The Royal Parks to 
refine the  winning  design to  ensure that we  deliver both  a fitting  Memorial  and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106180/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106180/
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Learning Centre and protect the park as a public amenity. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106182/  

 
Department for Communities and Local Government 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 
Edward Leigh (Conservative) [106184] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, what discussions the Government has had with Westminster City 
Council on the proposal to locate the Holocaust Memorial in Victoria Tower Gardens (a) 
before the site was announced and (b) subsequently; and on what dates those 
discussions were held. 

Marcus Jones: Westminster City Council was first engaged in the early stages of 
this project, when the Holocaust Commission began exploring potential sites in 
2014. In January 2016, Westminster City Council was first informed of the 
proposal to locate the Holocaust Memorial in Victoria Tower Gardens. DCLG 
subsequently met planners in July 2016 to seek advice on the design 
competition’s planning brief; met a number of councillors in September 2016 to 
inform them about the launch of the design competition; and met the Council’s 
planners in March 2017 to seek advice on potential planning issues for the 
proposed development. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106184/  

 
National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 

Edward Leigh (Conservative) [106186] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, what assessment the Government has made of the compatibility 
of the planned Holocaust Memorial in Victoria Tower Gardens with the Royal Parks' 
memorials policy. 

Marcus Jones: Memorials to mark events or individuals of significant 
national/international importance have long been accommodated within The Royal 
Parks estate. The Royal Parks has acknowledged that Victoria Tower Gardens 
would be a fitting location for a memorial to victims of the Holocaust subject to 
design, planning and environmental requirements. It meets longstanding policy 
and there are already existing memorials in the park, including one to Emmeline 
Pankhurst and another marking the abolition of the slave trade. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106186/  

 
National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 

Edward Leigh (Conservative) [106192] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, whether the Government obtained advice on the security 
implications for the Palace of Westminster before deciding to locate the Holocaust 
Memorial and Learning Centre in Victoria Tower Gardens. 

Marcus Jones: We are fully aware of the security implications associated with the 
environs of the Palace of Westminster and are in regular contact with 
representatives of Parliamentary Security, the Centre for the Protection of 
National Infrastructure (CPNI), the Metropolitan Police Service and other assets 
within the World Heritage site. By considering the security needs at the earliest 
stage of design we aim to integrate them into the design of the memorial and 
external landscaping as unobtrusively as possible. CPNI and our security 
consultants have advised us on the necessary considerations for security at the 
Memorial and are advising us on the physical and operational security measures 
required to mitigate the specific risks of a memorial and learning centre in the 
proposed location of Victoria Tower Gardens. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106182/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106182/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106184/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106184/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106186/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106186/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106192/  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Armed Forces 
Douglas Chapman (SNP) [107294] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how 
many people currently serving in the armed forces were born (a) in other EU countries 
and (b) outside the EU; and in which countries those armed forces personnel were born. 

Tobias Ellwood: The requested  information is provided below: 
To read the full (lengthy) table see the weblink below 

 

Country of Birth 
Numbers of Regular Armed Forces 

personnel as at 1 April 2017 

… Israel 10 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-11/107294/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Raed al-Salhi 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1797] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding the death of Raed 
al-Salhi after a raid by Israeli soldiers on his home. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not made specific representations to 
the Israeli authorities over this issue, we have regularly raised our concerns with 
the Israeli authorities about the Israel Defense Forces' use of live fire, urging 
robust and transparent investigations where appropriate. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-09/HL1797/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1798] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding the planned 
demolition of the Palestinian communities of Susiya and Khan Al Ahmar. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Government remains gravely concerned about 
continued demolition of Palestinian property by the Israeli authorities including 
proposals to demolish the Bedouin villages of Khan al-Ahmar and Susiya. The 
Minister for the Middle East and North Africa visited Susiya in August 2017. 
The UK has repeatedly called on the Israeli authorities to halt proposals to 
demolish Khan al-Ahmar. Prior to the most recently scheduled Israeli High Court 
hearing on the matter on 25 September – subsequently postponed - our Embassy 
in Tel Aviv raised our concerns with the Israeli authorities on 24 September. The 
Foreign Secretary expressed our concern about the proposals when he met Prime 
Minister Netanyahu in Israel on 8 March. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-09/HL1798/  
 

 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-06/106192/
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Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1799] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they made to the government of Israel following its decision to seal off 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip from 4 to 14 October over the Jewish holiday of Sukkot. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities, we remain deeply concerned about restrictions on freedom of 
movement. Through our Embassy in Tel Aviv we have lobbied the appropriate 
authorities on the issue of movement and access. We continue to work closely 
with the Quartet and EU partners to call on Israel to ease restrictions on access. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-10-09/HL1799/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary statement on settlement units in the West Bank 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said: The UK strongly condemns the advancement by 
the Israeli authorities of plans, tenders and permits for thousands of settlement units 
across the West Bank. 
We are particularly concerned by the approval of settlement construction permits in 
Hebron for the first time in 15 years. Settlements are illegal under international law and 
undermine both the physical viability of the two-state solution and perceptions of Israel’s 
commitment to it. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-settlement-units-in-
the-west-bank--2  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-08314 Sandra White, Glasgow Kelvin (SNP): Palestinian Cancer Patients Delay 
in Treatment – That the Parliament acknowledges the recent report from Physicians for 
Human Rights-Israel (PHR-I), an organisation that works to promote a society where the 
right to health is granted equally to all people, which indicates that women cancer 
patients from the Gaza Strip have been waiting on average up to 6 months for urgent 
medical treatment, which they can only receive in Israel; understands that the longest 
delay has been eight months in the case of a 28-year-old mother of four, who has bone-
marrow cancer and a possible spleen tumour, while two other women with breast cancer, 
aged 44 and 51, have been delayed for more than half a year each while the Israeli 
authorities, who process their permit applications, refuse to respond to queries regarding 
those cases; further understands that PHR-I has reported that, over the past year, delays 
in the response of Israeli authorities to Palestinians’ applications to exit Gaza for 
medical treatment in Israel and elsewhere have become a critical obstacle that denies 
hundreds of patients each month access to medical treatment that is unavailable to them 
in Gaza; acknowledges PHR-I's frustration with the bureaucratic system, which it 
considers is putting Palestinian lives at risks, and calls on the Israeli authorities to allow 
the entry of women cancer patients into Israel without delay. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-08314 
 

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  
 

TOP 
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