
 1 

19 October 2017 
Issue 1,517 

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Israel 

Relevant Legislation 

Consultations 

 

 

Home Affairs 

Department for Education 

Jo Johnson calls for free speech to be protected on campus 
Universities Minister Jo Johnson has today (19 October) called on the new Office for 
Students (OfS) to champion free speech in UK universities, as part of a newly launched 
consultation. … 
As part of the consultation the Universities Minister has asked the OfS to focus on 
ensuring institutions recognise the importance of freedom of speech and the role it plays 
in ensuring open debate. The aim is to ensure students are exposed to a wide range of 
issues and ideas in a safe environment without fear of censorship, rebuke or reprisal. … 
Universities Minister Jo Johnson said: Free speech is one of the foundations on which 
our higher education tradition is built. It goes to the heart of our democratic values and is 
a principle I know universities hold dear. 
I know there is good practice out there, and am proud that some of our university leaders 
and academics have publicly defended free speech. But there are still examples of 
censorship where groups have sought to stifle those who do not agree with them. 
This is why I want the OfS to work with universities to encourage a culture of openness 
and debate and ensure that those with different backgrounds or perspectives can flourish 
in a higher education environment. …” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/jo-johnson-calls-for-free-speech-to-be-protected-
on-campus  
 

The consultation paper referred to above can be read at 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: International Development 
T3. Alan Brown (SNP): The village of Khan al-Ahmar and its aid -funded school remain 
under the threat of demolition.  The international community has stood by while other aid- 
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funded structures have been demolished. When will action be taken—when will Israel be 
billed for the demolitions? [901243] 

Alistair Burt: The UK continues to make representations on demolitions in the 
west bank and ensures that Israel understands the relationship between the UK 
and funding. We support efforts to bring to the notice of the Israeli authorities the 
legal arguments against demolitions, and we will continue to do so. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-18/debates/69CAC4C3-8028-4FC0-B886-
6A38AA4AFADB/TopicalQuestions#contribution-88BBF7F6-68FB-4CD2-A1A3-2D2D11203818  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Richard Burden (Labour) [106501] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, whether her Department has responded to the appeal from humanitarian 
agencies for a global fund of $25 million for humanitarian funding for life-saving 
interventions in the Gaza Strip. 

Alistair Burt: The UK will provide £1.9 million to the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) in Gaza to address critical water, sanitation and hygiene needs, 
benefitting approximately 1 million people. UNICEF performs a unique role in 
supporting vulnerable people in the most complex settings and is committed to 
taking forwards the UK’s ambitious UN reform agenda. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106501/  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Julie Cooper (Labour) [106806] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what steps her Department is taking to support the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs humanitarian funding appeal to support people in 
Gaza. 

Alistair Burt: The UK will provide £1.9 million to the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) in Gaza to address critical water, sanitation and hygiene needs, 
benefitting approximately 1 million people. UNICEF performs a unique role in 
supporting vulnerable people in the most complex settings and is committed to 
taking forwards the UK’s ambitious UN reform agenda. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106806/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Julie Cooper (Labour) [106846] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions his Department has had with the Israeli 
Government on that government's legal obligation towards the people of the Gaza Strip 
and the Occupied Palestinian Territories under international law. 

Alistair Burt: It has long been the Government's view that Israel's presence in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories is governed by the provisions of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention of 1949, to which Israel is a state party. We repeatedly call on 
Israel to abide by its obligations under international law and have a regular 
dialogue with Israel on legal issues relating to the occupation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106846/  
 

Israeli Settlements 
Julie Cooper (Labour) [106847] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs,  what recent discussions his  Department has had with the Israeli  
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-18/debates/69CAC4C3-8028-4FC0-B886-6A38AA4AFADB/TopicalQuestions#contribution-88BBF7F6-68FB-4CD2-A1A3-2D2D11203818
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-10-18/debates/69CAC4C3-8028-4FC0-B886-6A38AA4AFADB/TopicalQuestions#contribution-88BBF7F6-68FB-4CD2-A1A3-2D2D11203818
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106501/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106501/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106806/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-09/106806/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106846/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106846/
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Government on the matter of the legality of Israeli settlements built in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 

Alistair Burt: We regularly raise our concerns over the illegality of Israeli 
settlements built in the occupied Palestinian territories. As well as being illegal 
under international law, we view settlements as an obstacle to the two state 
solution. When I visited Israel in August this year, I raised our concern with the 
Israeli Minister for Regional Cooperation and the Deputy Minister in the Prime 
Ministers’ Office. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106847/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Julie Cooper (Labour) [106852] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what steps his Department is taking towards achieving a two 
state solution to the Israel and Palestine conflict. 

Alistair Burt: We continue to believe the two-state solution is the only viable 
solution to the Arab Israeli conflict, and that there is now some need for greater 
urgency in attempting to resolve such a long standing issue. We are concerned 
that settlement construction, demolition of Palestinian property by the Israeli 
authorities, incitement and terrorist attacks are undermining prospects for peace. 
Ultimately we believe that peace will only come through negotiations between the 
parties, but international action could play a role in supporting progress. We are in 
close consultation with international partners, including the US, about what kind of 
renewed process might have a better chance of success, including one with a 
greater role for regional partners. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106852/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Richard Burden (Labour) [107645] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, whether his Department plans to review the implementation of 
the recommendations in the Children in Military Custody report, which was funded and 
published by his Department in 2012. 

Alistair Burt: We remain extremely concerned about the treatment of Palestinian 
children detained in Israeli prisons. We funded and facilitated the independent 
report on Children in Military Custody by leading British lawyers. Ministers and our 
Ambassador to Israel have strongly urged Israel to implement the 
recommendations it made. I again raised our concerns over the issue of children 
in detention with the Israeli authorities during my recent visit between 22-23 
August. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-13/107645/  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [107709] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, with reference to the memorandum of understanding between the 
Palestinian Authority and her Department, what discussions her Department has had 
with the Palestinian Authority on its funding for summer camps in which children 
performed mock stabbing attacks. 

Alistair Burt: Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to adhere to the principle of non-
violence and to tackle language and avoid actions that could incite violence or 
hatred. The UK continues to urge the Palestinian leadership to uphold this 
principle. I raised the issue of incitement with senior Palestinian counterparts 
during my recent visit. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106847/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106847/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-10/106852/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-13/107645/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-13/107645/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-13/107709/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Ian Austin (Labour) [901233] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what discussions she has had with the Foreign Secretary on support for 
the establishment of an international fund for Israeli-Palestinian peace. 

Alistair Burt: We are following the progress of establishment of the International 
Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace closely. DFID’s new 3-year people-to-people 
programme has similar aims and will bring together individuals from both sides of 
the conflict to build support for a just and peaceful political solution. As a joint 
minister I can confirm that DFID continues to work closely with the FCO on this. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

"We believe the way to achieve lasting peace is through a negotiated two-state 
solution": Statement by Ambassador Jonathan Allen, UK Deputy Permanent 
Representative to the UN, at the Security Council on the Middle East and Iran 
… I would like to make clear, as we approach the centenary of the Balfour Declaration 
next month, that the UK understands and respects the sensitivities many have about the 
Declaration and the events that have taken place in the region since 1917. 
The UK is proud to have played a role in helping to make a Jewish homeland a reality. 
And we continue to support the principle of such a homeland and the modern state of 
Israel. 
Just as we fully support the modern state of Israel as a Jewish homeland, we also fully 
support the objective of a viable and sovereign Palestinian state. The occupation is a 
continued impediment to securing the political rights of the non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine. And let us remember, there are two halves of Balfour, the second half of which 
has not been fulfilled. There is therefore unfinished business. 
With the approaching centenary, we believe it is important to look forward, not backward: 
forward towards establishing security and justice for both Israelis and Palestinians 
through a lasting peace. 
We believe the way to achieve this lasting peace is through a negotiated two-state 
solution that leads to a safe and secure Israel living alongside a viable and sovereign 
Palestinian state, based on 1967 borders with agreed land swaps, Jerusalem as the 
shared capital of both states, and a just, fair, agreed and realistic settlement for refugees. 
… 
Our policy on Hamas remains clear: Hamas must renounce violence, recognise Israel 
and accept previous agreements. We expect now to see credible movement towards 
these conditions, which remain the benchmark against which its intentions should be 
judged. … 
We strongly condemn the use of racist, hateful and anti-Semitic language. It is right that 
we continue to urge against any type of action and language that makes it more difficult 
to achieve a culture of peaceful coexistence. 
Settlement construction is a significant barrier to achieving the negotiated agreement we 
seek, and seriously threatens the physical viability of the two-state solution. 
We have witnessed an unacceptable acceleration of settlement activity throughout 2017, 
both in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-believe-the-way-to-achieve-lasting-peace-
is-through-a-negotiated-two-state-solution  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-13/107709/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-13/107709/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-10-12/901233/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-believe-the-way-to-achieve-lasting-peace-is-through-a-negotiated-two-state-solution
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United Nations 

With ‘cautious optimism,’ UN political official reports positive developments on 
Middle East peace 
A senior United Nations political affairs official on Wednesday highlighted at the Security 
Council some positive developments on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, particularly on 
intra-Palestinian reconciliation efforts. 
“Today’s briefing is taking place as important developments unfold to end the more than 
10-year-long Palestinian divide and return Gaza to the full control of the legitimate 
Palestinian Authority,” Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs Miroslav Jenca 
said, referring to the 12 October agreement between the Fatah and Hamas factions that 
enables the Palestinian government to resume its responsibilities in Gaza. 
Under the agreement, the Palestinian Authority should take control of the crossings of the 
Gaza Strip by 1 November. A statement released by Egypt, which facilitated the accord, 
further highlighted that the Palestinian Government should assume its full responsibilities 
in the management of the enclave by 1 December. 
Mr. Jenca said that the agreement does not contain any provisions related to elections, 
the formation of a national unity government, or the disarming of Hamas. … 
He emphasized that “despite the overall negative trajectory that has characterized the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict for far too long, there are reasons for cautious optimism.” 
This past month, thousands of Israeli and Palestinian women united in a two-week march 
for peace that brought forward participants of all ages and backgrounds. 
“The yearning for peace amongst both peoples remains strong. These grass-roots 
initiatives by civil society are critical to building the foundation for peace and must be 
supported,” he said. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57915#.WeiyPhOCynY  
 

To read a summary of contributions to the subsequent Security Council debate, see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13035.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

 

** Securing student success: risk-based regulation for teaching excellence, social 

mobility and informed choice in higher education (closing date 22 December 2017)  

The consultation includes a section about freedom of speech on campus 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/higher-education/higher-education-regulatory-framework/  
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