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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Organs: Donors 
Stephen McPartland (Conservative) [105088] To ask the Secretary of State for Health, 
whether he has plans to introduce an opt-out system for organ donation; and if he will 
make a statement. 

Jackie Doyle-Price: Since the launch of the United Kingdom-wide Taking Organ 
Transplantation to 2020 Strategy in July 2013, organ donation rates have 
increased by 7% and transplant rates by 6% mainly through a strengthening of the 
donation infrastructure (e.g. increased specialist nurses, improved retrieval 
arrangements). In 2016-17, the UK had the highest ever deceased donor and 
transplant rates with 1,413 deceased donors and 3,710 transplants and there are 
now 24 million people on the Organ Donor Register. 
However, three people still die every day in need of an organ transplant. We have, 
therefore, announced that we will launch a 12 week consultation, before the end 
of this year, on increasing rates of organ donation, including a new “opt out” 
system of consent for England. The consultation will seek views on: 
- How to increase rates of organ donation, particularly from BAME communities; 
- How the issue of consent should be managed within the NHS; 
- How technology could help people to discuss their preferences with family; and 
- How opt out could work in practice, the safeguards needed and how families 
could be supported. 
The Government will carefully consult, listen and take account of the views from 
people from a diverse range of ethnic, religious and cultural communities when 
considering any changes to the law. 
We are still committed to campaigns to raise awareness, and encourage families 
and friends to discuss their wishes on organ donation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-14/105088/  
 

Elections: Hate Crime 
Cat Smith (Labour) [7712] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
steps are being taken to ensure statistics are collected on hate crime and abuse during 
elections. 

Sarah Newton: The Home Office collects and publishes information on the 
number of hate crime offences recorded by the police in England and Wales.  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-14/105088/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-14/105088/
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These figures will cover periods when elections are being held. 
Information on hate crime offences can be found in the hate crime statistical 
bulletin, which is available here: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-
crime-england-and-wales-2015-to-2016 
A yearly breakdown of hate crime by police force and hate crime strand is also 
available in the Hate crime open data tables, which can be found 
here: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-recorded-crime-open-data-
tables. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7712/  
 

Pupils: Bullying 
Stephen Timms (Labour) [10107] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what 
recent assessment she has made of trends in the level of bullying in (a) primary and (b) 
secondary schools since 2010. 

Nick Gibb: Our most recent assessments of the levels of bullying in schools were 
published in July this year within The National Foundation for Educational 
Research (NFER) Teacher Voice Survey and the Omnibus Survey of Pupils and 
their Parents / Carers. 
Questions in the NFER Teacher Voice Omnibus and a senior leader booster 
survey found that for each type of bullying asked about, the majority of 
respondents said they had rarely or never seen them occurring amongst pupils 
over the previous 12 months. This ranged from 73% of respondents saying they 
had rarely or never seen bullying based on sexist or sexual language, to 94% of 
respondents who said they had rarely or never seen anti-Semitic bullying. The 
most commonly observed form of bullying was sexist/related to sexual language 
with 27% reporting seeing it ‘sometimes’, ‘often’ or ‘very often’. For all types of 
bullying asked about in the survey, the proportion of respondents saying they had 
seen or received reports of them occurring in the last 12 months was higher in 
secondary schools than primary schools. 
The Department’s Omnibus Survey of Pupils and their Parents/Carers found that 
nearly half of pupils (45%) said they had been bullied at least once in the past 
year. This survey did not cover primary age pupils. 
Although we plan to ask these questions on an annual basis going forward, this 
was the first time these surveys have asked about levels of bullying and so we do 
not have comparable data to assess trends. 
However, a separate survey published in 2015 - wave 2 results from the 
Longitudinal Study of Young People in England 2 (LSYPE 2) - compared bullying 
among two cohorts of 14 year olds (year 10) from 2004 and 2014. It found that 
30,000 fewer people in year 10 said they had been bullied in the last twelve 
months - a drop from 41% in 2004 to 36% in 2014. The analysis of later LSYPE2 
waves will also include bullying figures. These findings will be published when the 
analysis is complete and quality assured. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-12/10107/  
 
 

Downing Street and Cabinet Office 

PM words at Race Disparity Audit launch 
… We know that Britain today in the 21st Century is a diverse multi-ethnic democracy. 
Diversity is a source of strength and pride for us. But when one person works just as 
hard as another person - and has got the same ambitions and aspirations - but 
experiences a worse outcome solely the grounds of their ethnicity,  then this is a problem  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2015-to-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2015-to-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-recorded-crime-open-data-tables
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-recorded-crime-open-data-tables
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7712/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7712/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625908/NFER_Teacher_Voice_report_November_2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/626068/PPC_Omnibus_Wave_2_Report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bullying-evidence-from-lsype2-wave-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bullying-evidence-from-lsype2-wave-2
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-12/10107/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-12/10107/
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that I believe we have to confront. … 
I think the data we’re releasing today and the online platform that presents it, should 
quickly become to be regarded as the central resource in the battle to defeat ethnic 
injustice. It’s a world first, no country has ever produced a piece of work looking at the 
lived experience of people of different ethnicities which is as extensive and ambitious as 
this … 
Overall the findings will be uncomfortable but it’s right that we’ve identified them, shone a 
light on them and we need to confront these issues that we have identified. … 
I think what this audit shows is that there isn’t anywhere to hide. And that’s not just for 
government, it is for society as a whole actually. The issues are now out in the open and 
we all have a responsibility to work together to tackle them. 
So I think the message is very simple; if the disparities can’t be explained, they must be 
changed. Britain has come a long way, we must recognise that we’ve come a long way, 
in promoting equality and opportunity. But what the data published today shows is that 
we still have a way to go if we’re truly going to have a country that does work for 
everyone. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-words-at-race-disparity-audit-launch-10-
october-2017  
 
Race Disparity Audit Summary Findings from the Ethnicity Facts and Figures Website 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650723/R
DAweb.pdf 
 
Ethnicity facts and figures website 
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/  
 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Race disparity audit: we need focused action to tackle race inequality 
Responding to the Government’s Race Disparity Audit, Chair of the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission David Isaac said: 
“The findings of the race audit do not come as a shock to us. The Prime Minister should 
be applauded for laying out this information for all to see and we now need to use to the 
data to set the foundations for real change. Only by taking focused action to tackle race 
inequality can Britain become a fair country in which individuals can reach their potential 
and our communities can live and work together to create a strong economy and a 
cohesive society. 
"The Government must tackle the significant disparities confirmed by the audit in order to 
address the entrenched inequality that is so prevalent in our society. Britain needs a 
comprehensive and coherent race equality strategy with concrete actions in response to 
these findings.” 
Mr Isaac’s comments come as the Commission, in partnership with the Runnymede 
Trust, the Black Training and Enterprise Group, Business in the Community and 
Operation Black Vote, releases a new Roadmap to race equality. The roadmap is a 
seven-part plan, which recommends employment, education, housing, health and 
criminal justice as the priority areas that need addressing in order to best achieve 
progress in race equality, as well as putting equality and human rights at the heart of a 
post-Brexit Britain and ensuring strong leadership is in place to deliver change. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/race-disparity-audit-we-need-
focused-action-tackle-race-inequality  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-words-at-race-disparity-audit-launch-10-october-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-words-at-race-disparity-audit-launch-10-october-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650723/RDAweb.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/650723/RDAweb.pdf
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/race-disparity-audit-we-need-focused-action-tackle-race-inequality
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/race-disparity-audit-we-need-focused-action-tackle-race-inequality
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A roadmap to race equality 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/race-strategy-roadmap-to-race-
equality.pdf  
 
 

Ofcom 

Broadcast Standards cases and Fairness and Privacy cases: The Lobby; Al 
Jazeera English, 11 to 14 January 2017, 22:30 
… In reaching our Decision in this case, we have taken particular account of the 
audience’s and the broadcaster’s right to freedom of expression. … 
We considered these complaints under Rule 2.3 of the Code. This requires that material 
which may cause offence must be justified by the context. Under “meaning of context” 
the Code lists a number of factors including the editorial content of the programme and 
the service on which it was broadcast.  
The Lobby was a serious investigative documentary which explored the actions of the 
Israeli Embassy and, in particular, its then Senior Political Officer, Shai Masot and his 
links to several political organisations that promote a pro-Israeli viewpoint. Given the 
subject matter, it was likely the programme would be controversial … 
In coming to our Decision in this case we had regard to the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance’s (“IHRA”) working definition of anti-Semitism which the UK 
Government agreed to adopt in December 2016 which states:  
“Anti-semitism is a certain perception of Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward 
Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifestations of antisemitism are directed toward Jewish 
or non-Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish community institutions and 
religious facilities”. … 
We considered that the allegations in the programme were not made on the grounds that 
any of the particular individuals concerned were Jewish and noted that no claims were 
made relating to their faith. We did not consider that the programme portrayed any 
negative stereotypes of Jewish people as controlling or seeking to control the media or 
governments. Rather, it was our view that these individuals featured in the programme in 
the context of its investigation into the alleged activities of a foreign state (the State of 
Israel acting through its UK Embassy) and their association with it. … 
For these reasons, our Decision is that there was no breach of Rule 2.3. … 

Section Five of the Code does not dictate what broadcasters can or cannot include in 
their programmes. For example, it does not prevent broadcasters from criticising the 
policies and actions of any government or state agency. However, in doing so 
broadcasters must adequately reflect alternative viewpoints on the matters of political 
controversy and/or current public policy being discussed, or provide sufficient other 
context. 
As described above, the programme’s editorial focus was exploring allegations of 
inappropriate involvement of the Israeli Government in UK politics. Complainants 
considered that the programme only took a one-sided view on this matter. However, we 
considered that the viewpoint of the Israeli Government was included in the programme 
in a number of linked ways. … 
We therefore considered that the programme had included a range of viewpoints on this 
matter of political controversy. Taking all of the above into account and in light of the 
nature of the programme and its particular subject matter, we considered that the 
programme had maintained due impartiality. Our Decision is therefore that there was no 
breach of Rule 5.5. … 

We balanced carefully Ms Rose’s right to privacy with regard to the inclusion of the 
relevant surreptitiously filmed footage of her in the programme with the broadcaster’s 
right to freedom of expression and the audience’s right to receive the information 
broadcast without  unnecessary  interference.  As set out in detail  …  we considered that  

 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/race-strategy-roadmap-to-race-equality.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/race-strategy-roadmap-to-race-equality.pdf
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the broadcast footage raised potentially serious concerns about the links between the 
Israeli Embassy in the UK through Mr Masot and its attempts to potentially influence UK 
Government policy through his links with various individuals and organisations. In 
particular, it showed that Ms Rose had previously been employed by the Israeli Embassy 
and appeared to have retained strong links with it. It also conveyed to viewers an 
understanding of what might be considered by certain groups as constituting anti-Semitic 
behaviour. Therefore, we considered there was a public interest justification in the 
broadcast of this material. … 

We balanced carefully Mr Langer’s right to privacy with regard to the inclusion of the 
relevant surreptitiously filmed footage of him in the programme with the broadcaster’s 
right to freedom of expression and the audience’s right to receive the information 
broadcast without unnecessary interference. As set out in detail … above, we considered 
that the broadcast footage raised potentially serious concerns about the Israeli Embassy 
in the UK potentially influencing UK Government policy through Mr Masot’s links with 
various individuals and organisations. In particular, in relation to Mr Langer it showed the 
extent to which Mr Masot had links with pro-Israeli organisations and the manner in 
which he wished to use these contacts. Therefore, we considered that, on balance, the 
public interest in broadcasting the footage of Mr Langer outweighed his legitimate 
expectation of privacy. … 

We balanced carefully Mr Akehurst’s right to privacy with regard to the inclusion of the 
relevant surreptitiously filmed footage of him in the programme with the broadcaster’s 
right to freedom of expression and the audience’s right to receive the information 
broadcast without unnecessary interference. As set out in detail … we considered that 
the broadcast footage raised potentially serious concerns about the Israeli Embassy in 
the UK potentially influencing UK Government policy through Mr Masot’s links with 
various individuals and organisations. In particular, in relation to Mr Akehurst it showed 
the extent to which Mr Masot had links with pro-Israeli organisations and the manner in 
which he wished to utilise these contacts. Therefore, we considered that, on balance, the 
public interest in broadcasting the footage of Mr Akehurst outweighed his legitimate 
expectation of privacy. … 
To read the full report see pp20-80 of  
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/106989/issue-338-broadcast-on-
demand-bulletin.pdf  

TOP 

 

 

Israel 

See also the outcome of Ofcom’s inquiry into “Broadcast Standards cases and 
Fairness and Privacy cases: The Lobby; Al Jazeera English” which has been 
included in the “Home Affairs” section above. 
 

Downing Street 

PM call with PM Netanyahu: 9 October 2017 
A Downing Street spokesperson said: The Prime Minister spoke to the Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu earlier today. 
They agreed that security cooperation between the UK and Israel was very strong and 
would continue, particularly on counter-terrorism where we faced shared challenges. 
They also agreed our bilateral trade relationship would continue to go from strength to 
strength, noting the UK-Israel trade working group had already met and discussions on 
how to ensure the freest possible post-Brexit trading relationship had been constructive. 
They  discussed Iran,  with the  Prime Minister noting the  importance of the nuclear  deal  
 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/106989/issue-338-broadcast-on-demand-bulletin.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/106989/issue-338-broadcast-on-demand-bulletin.pdf
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with Iran which has neutralised the possibility of the Iranians acquiring nuclear weapons 
for more than a decade. The Prime Minister said the UK remains firmly committed to the 
deal and that we believe it is vitally important for regional security. The Prime Minister 
said it was important that the deal is carefully monitored and properly enforced, and that 
both sides deliver on their commitments. 
They agreed that the international community needed to be clear-eyed about the threat 
that Iran poses to the Gulf and the wider Middle East, and that the international 
community should continue working together to push back against Iran’s destabilising 
regional activity. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-president-netanyahu-9-october-2017  
 
 

Department for International Trade 

Liam Fox celebrates UK-Israel trade relationship: International Trade Secretary's 
speech at the Jewish Care business breakfast event. 
… I’m not sure I have ever, though, addressed a charity which is as comprehensive in its 
philanthropy as Jewish Care. 
And your organisation not only provides important care for the elderly members of the 
Jewish community, but also for those with dementia, disabilities, or mental health issues. 
You even provide leadership opportunities for young people, helping them to develop 
vital life skills. 
Before I entered parliament, I worked as a GP. I have experienced first had how much of 
a difference charitable organisations like Jewish Care can make, caring for the most 
vulnerable people in our society. … 
We will soon be in a position to revitalise our existing trade relationships, and to build 
new connections with those growing economies that will drive prosperity in the 21st 
century. … 
The UK will lead the defence of the rules-based international system as a newly 
independent member of the WTO, while forging agreements with partners across the 
world. 
The state of Israel will, of course, be a key partner in that future. 
As a longstanding friend of the Israeli people, I was delighted to attend the Tel Aviv in 
London festival last month. 
I was struck by the many similarities between the 2 cities, not only in their formidable 
international reputations for technology, innovation and financial services, but in the 
vibrancy of the culture that we share. 
These parallels are indicative of the complimentary nature of the Israeli and UK 
economies. It is a strong foundation from which to enhance our future relationship. 
The UK is already the number 1 destination in Europe for Israeli investment, with over 
300 companies already operating here. 
Yet there is more to be done and more to be achieved. One of the things that I am proud 
of in my department has been the creation of a UK-Israel Trade Working Group, 
designed to identify and remove barriers to trade between our 2 countries. This will not 
only strengthen our bilateral relationship, but provide a strong foundation for further 
progress upon our exit from the EU, as well as providing greater prosperity, stability and 
security in Israel itself. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/liam-fox-celebrates-uk-israel-trade-relationship 
 
 

TOP 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-president-netanyahu-9-october-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/liam-fox-celebrates-uk-israel-trade-relationship
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

TOP 
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