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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Home Secretary announces new national online hate crime hub 
Home Secretary Amber Rudd has announced a new national hub to tackle the emerging 
threat of online hate crime. It will ensure better support for victims and help drive up the 
number of prosecutions. 
The hub, run by police officers for the National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC), will work to 
ensure online cases are managed effectively and efficiently. 
It will clearly set out the force responsible for further action in each case, removing any 
uncertainty which could arise when, for example, a victim is located in one area, with the 
alleged perpetrator in another. 
Specialist officers will provide expert case management and better support and advice to 
victims of online hate crime. The hub will ensure all online cases are properly 
investigated and will help to increase prosecutions for online hate crimes. 
Home Secretary Amber Rudd said: Online hate crime is completely unacceptable. What 
is illegal offline is illegal online, and those who commit these cowardly crimes should be 
met with the full force of the law. 
The national online hate crime hub that we are funding is an important step to ensure 
more victims have the confidence to come forward and report the vile abuse to which 
they are being subjected. 
The hub will also improve our understanding of the scale and nature of this despicable 
form of abuse. With the police, we will use this new intelligence to adapt our response so 
that even more victims are safeguarded and perpetrators punished.” … 
Victims will be kept updated throughout, as police forces seek to bring perpetrators to 
justice. 
The national online hate crime hub will: 

 assess whether the circumstances relate to a crime or non-crime incident 

 combine duplicate reports 

 seek to identify the perpetrator 

 refer appropriate cases to online platforms hosting external content, such as social 
media companies, so that hateful material can be removed 

 feed any intelligence into the wider National Intelligence Model, the police data 
base which gathers intelligence on a wide range of crimes, to guide policing 
strategies and inform forces’ priorities 
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 produce an evidence package for local recording and response where there is a 
positive line of enquiry 

 update the complainant with progress and explain where there is no enforcement 
action possible 

 advise local police colleagues on effective responses. The hub could develop and 
drive best practice through the network of hate crime leads in individual forces 

It is expected to be operational before the end of the year. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-announces-new-national-online-
hate-crime-hub  
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Israel 

United Nations 

Participants Share Opinions of Peace Efforts, Ways to End 50-Year-Long 
Occupation, as International Media Seminar on Middle East Peace Opens 
… Alison Smale, Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications, noted in opening 
remarks that the Seminar was an annual reminder that the question of Palestine 
remained unresolved.  “It reminds us that media can be as much a part of the problem, 
as it can be part of the solution.” … 
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres emphasized that the two-State 
solution was the only way forward and must be urgently pursued. … 
Throughout the day, participants reviewed the impact of 50 years of occupation, 
exploring whether past methods employed to bring parties to the negotiation table were 
viable amid today’s shifting politics, perceptions and access to authentic narratives 
providing insight into the daily realities of Palestinians and Israelis. … 
… panellist Avraham Burg, former Speaker of the Knesset, said the Israeli dimension of 
the conflict was marked by the reluctance of the “greedy” to relinquish privileges over 
resources, power, politics and sovereignty.  “For 50 years, we gave the impression that 
the occupation was temporary and just a question of time,” he said.  While Israel’s 
political left had created false impressions, right-wing nationalists had created facts on 
the ground that were “here to stay”.  Meanwhile, shifting global and regional dynamics 
had probably rendered the two-State formula obsolete, he observed. 
Zaha Hassan, former Coordinator and Senior Legal Adviser to the Palestinian 
Negotiation Team, said no State appeared willing to stand in Israel’s way.  With the 
United States hesitant to advocate any preference for a solution, the question going 
forward must be answered by the United Nations, the States parties to the Geneva 
Conventions, civil society, the business community as well as Palestinians and Israelis 
who rejected a repressive regime. 
Responding to those views, Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer of the State of 
Palestine to the United Nations, disagreed with such negative portrayals of the current 
situation.  The panellists’ remarks might reflect the thinking in Israel, Washington, D.C., 
or Vienna, but “they are not the thinking of Palestinian people”, he said, emphasizing 
that, having been in discussion with the President of the United States, he could say that 
the two-State solution was not obsolete. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/pal2215.doc.htm 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-announces-new-national-online-hate-crime-hub
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-announces-new-national-online-hate-crime-hub
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/pal2215.doc.htm
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Participants Discuss Bias, Objectivity, Role of Social, Traditional Media in 
Covering Israel-Palestine Conflict, as International Seminar on Middle East Peace 
Concludes 
… Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine to the United Nations, 
praised the seminar for engaging participants in unique thematic subjects.  He described 
a dynamic context in which Palestinians were working for change, marked by unwavering 
hope for a peaceful future and renewed determination to create national unity. … 
Daoud Kuttab, columnist and journalist, cautioned against equating Palestinian media 
with media in Israel and the West, as journalists had smaller budgets, less training and 
little time to spend in the field.  Most Palestinians viewed the media as an instrument to 
bring about statehood.  Journalists were trying to change that perception, recognizing it 
as a platform for truth.  
“I see media as a tool for Palestinians”, said Amira Hanania, Presenter, Palestine TV, in 
their struggle for freedom.  Conversely, she experienced Israeli media as a tool for 
avoiding the larger issue of occupation.  While Israeli media could report from Ramallah, 
she could not travel to Israel without a permit.  She had been shot at while doing her job 
— and not by mistake. … 
… Yonatan Mendel, Director, Center for Jewish-Arab Relations, The Vaan Leer 
Jerusalem Institute, said language — particularly metaphor — played a role in shaping 
the Israeli narrative.  Israel understood itself as “a villa in the jungle” from a belief that the 
politician must control the metaphor to win the debate. … 
… Tony Klug, Special Adviser on the Middle East, Oxford Research Group, questioned 
whether bias was in the eye of the beholder, and whether the maligned media were 
innocent of the charge.  He asked whether people understood what they meant by 
balance and objectivity, and if they would choose it if they did. … 
Edmund Ghareeb, Professor, American University, said that the United States media, 
while among the most free and powerful in the world, nonetheless had succumbed to 
Israel’s influence on terminology.  He drew attention to such terms as “required 
concessions”, which Israel offered, when in fact Palestinians requested “compliance” with 
international law.  The United States discussed “disputed” territories, yet most people did 
not recognize Israel’s sovereignty over Jerusalem.  The same was true when Israel 
spoke of ceding territories, despite that they were not Israeli lands. 
… Taghreed ElKhodary, journalist and scholar, said she did not understand why 
international media described settlements as “Jewish”, rather than “Israeli”, as such 
references gave legitimacy to a Jewish State. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/pal2216.doc.htm  
 

Activities of Secretary-General in Israel, 27-30 August 
 … his first stop was to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem, paying 
tribute to the victims of what he called the “most hideous crime against humanity in the 
history of mankind.”  Addressing the press after lighting the eternal flame of 
remembrance, he stressed his commitment to fight anti-Semitism, racism, xenophobia, 
and all other forms of bigotry, voicing his shock at having heard neo-Nazis, in a 
developed country, chanting “blood and soil” recently. 
The Secretary-General participated in a tree planting ceremony for Heads of States at 
the Grove of Nations and paid his respects at the tomb of former President and Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres. 
He held meetings with President Reuven Rivlin, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman, as well as with the Leader of the Opposition, Israel 
Herzog, and Avi Gabbay, who heads the Labour Party. 
Speaking to the press before his meeting with Prime Minister Netanyahu, the Secretary-
General underlined his commitment to the right of existence of the State of Israel and to 
be a messenger for peace.  He also emphasized his desire for two States to live together 
in mutual recognition, peace and security. … 

 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/pal2216.doc.htm
https://twitter.com/UN_Spokesperson/status/902134258537508864
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2017-08-28/secretary-generals-remarks-press-yad-vashem
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2017-08-28/secretary-generals-remarks-press-yad-vashem
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2017-08-28/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-remarks-media-president-reuven-rivlin
https://twitter.com/UN_Spokesperson/status/902209442636324865
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2017-08-28/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-remarks-media-prime-minister-benjamin
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… the Secretary-General visited Kibbutz Nihal Oz in southern Israel, close to the Gaza 
Strip … [where he] met with representatives of the kibbutz and heard from them of their 
fears of rocket attacks from Hamas, as well as tunnel infiltration. In remarks to the press 
afterwards the Secretary-General said he was very impressed by the message given by 
these families: “A message of peace.  They want peace.  They want to see Palestinians 
and Israelis living both in peace and both well.  And taking into account all that has 
happened in this community, I think this message of peace has an enormous value.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgt3186.doc.htm  
 
Activities of Secretary-General in State of Palestine, 29-30 August 
… He visited the “One-Stop Center” in Ramallah, a project run by the Palestinian 
Authority with the support of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).  The centre helps survivors of 
violence against women and girls, as well as at-risk youth.  The Secretary-General 
congratulated the Palestinian Civil Police and its United Nations partners for creating an 
impressive programme that helps to protect women and children by providing them a 
safe space, as well as critical legal and mediation services.  He noted that not many 
countries have such programmes. 
The Secretary-General then visited the Arafat Museum and laid a wreath at the tomb of 
the former Palestinian leader.  Following a tour of the museum, the Secretary-
General told journalists that, when “visiting this museum, there are of course many 
emotions and many feelings, but the most important of them is the feeling of the suffering 
of the Palestinian people”.  He added that he dreamt to see in the Holy Land two 
States:  A Palestinian State and Israeli State, living together in peace and security, in 
mutual recognition and allowing for this kind of suffering not to be possible anymore. 
While in Ramallah, the Secretary-General was hosted for a working lunch by the Prime 
Minister of the State of Palestine, Rami Hamdallah.  At a press conference at the Prime 
Minister’s Office, the Secretary-General reiterated his strong commitment, both personal 
and on behalf of the United Nations, for a two-State solution.  “I’ve said several times that 
there is no plan B to the two-State solution.” … 
On Gaza, he said he remained very concerned with the humanitarian situation 
there.  “We are totally committed to support the [United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East’s] (UNRWA) activity, as well as the activities of 
reconstruction that are taking place in Gaza,” … 
In speaking to United Nations staff in Gaza, he thanked them for their tremendous work 
in the face of so much adversity.  … 
He then spent some time meeting a group of Gaza families which gave the Secretary-
General a first-hand account of the daily challenges they face and the lack of 
opportunities for their children. 
The Secretary-General also had a chance to meet with a group of Gaza student 
parliament members.  The 12 boys and girls took turns in explaining to the Secretary-
General their hopes for the future. … 
Prior to leaving Gaza, the Secretary-General spoke to the press.  He told the journalists 
he is “deeply impressed by the suffering of the Gaza people”.  Mr. Guterres appealed to 
the international community to continue to support the United Nations’ work in Gaza.  To 
that end, he announced a $4 million grant from the United Nations Central Emergency 
Response Fund. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgt3187.doc.htm  
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https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2017-08-30/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-remarks-press-kibbutz-nihal-oz-israel
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2017-08-30/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-remarks-press-kibbutz-nihal-oz-israel
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgt3186.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2017-08-29/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-remarks-press-yasser-arafat-museum
https://twitter.com/UN_Spokesperson/status/902501954890461184
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2017-08-29/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-remarks-press-conference-prime-minister
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/press-encounter/2017-08-30/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-remarks-press-unrwa-school
https://twitter.com/UN_Spokesperson/status/902823833366798336
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgt3187.doc.htm
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Other Relevant Information 

European Court of Auditors 

EU Auditors to examine animal welfare measures 
The European Court of Auditors is to examine whether the European Commission and 
the Member States have made effective contributions to the EU’s animal welfare 
objectives. This is the first time that the EU auditors have focused entirely on animal 
welfare. They will assess the action taken to achieve compliance with animal welfare 
legislation and to improve coordination between animal welfare activities and the 
Common Agricultural Policy. 
The audit will be confined to farm animals – those most frequently referred to in EU 
legislation. … As well as animals’ lifetime on the farm, the audit will also cover their 
transport and slaughter. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/INSR_ANIMAL/INSR_ANIMAL_EN.pdf 
 
 

European Commission 

New European Commission Coordinator for religious dialogue 
Mr Vincent Depaigne has been appointed as the European Commission Coordinator for 
the dialogue between the European Commission and churches, religious associations or 
communities, philosophical and non-confessional organisations established under Article 
17 TFEU. 
Mr Vincent Depaigne has worked with the dialogue with religious and non-confessional 
organisations since 2016. In the previous 6 years, he worked as a lawyer in the 
Fundamental Rights Policy unit in the Directorate General Justice and Consumers, 
ensuring the respect of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU in many policy 
areas, including social rights, trade and property rights. He worked previously on anti-
discrimination issues in Directorate General Employment, and in the Asia and Middle 
East sections of the External Relations department at the European Commission. 
Vincent Depaigne holds a PhD in Law at the School of Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS), London, and a Master in international human rights law, Oxford University.  
He replaces Ms Katharina von Schnurbein, who has served in this function since January 
2012. 
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-detail.cfm?item_id=604967  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 
 

http://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/INSR_ANIMAL/INSR_ANIMAL_EN.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/item-detail.cfm?item_id=604967
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
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Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
 

Justice Committee: Stage 1 evidence session 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11130&i=101506#ScotParlOR 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 
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