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Holocaust 

UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation 

Competing designs for the UK’s new Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre 
It's the last chance to have your say on the 10 competing designs for the UK’s new 
Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre 
The consultation on the design competition for the UK’s Holocaust Memorial and 
Learning Centre is coming to a close. The project will create a national space for 
remembrance as well as challenging visitors to stand up against hatred and prejudice. 
The online feedback portal, where anyone can see and give feedback on the designs, will 
close at 7pm Wednesday 30 August 2017. … 
Public feedback received as part of the consultation will be given to the independent Jury 
to consider before making its decision. The final decision for the schemes and winner will 
sit with the Jury. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/competing-designs-for-the-uks-new-holocaust-
memorial-and-learning-centre  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East visits the Occupied Palestinian Territories and Israel 
On his first visit to the region since being re-appointed as an Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office Minister, Mr Burt laid a wreath at a Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
cemetery in Gaza and heard from Gazans about current humanitarian challenges, before 
visiting Susiya village in Area C of the West Bank and Hebron to understand recent 
developments on the ground. While in Ramallah Mr Burt met with a number of 
representatives from the Palestinian Authority including Foreign Minister Malki and 
reaffirmed the UK’s commitment to the working with the Palestinian leadership to achieve 
a two-state solution. 
Speaking  after  his  visit  to  the  Occupied  Palestinian  Territories Minister Burt said: … I  
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came to see and hear what has changed since my last official visit in 2013 and to reaffirm 
the UK’s strong support for a two-state solution to secure peace and prosperity for both 
Palestinians and Israelis. … 
The UK will continue to support efforts to improve conditions on the ground for ordinary 
people and to enable negotiations to resume. I look forward to working with the parties 
and the wider international community, including the UN and the US, to make progress in 
the months ahead. 
Minister Burt then travelled to Jerusalem and met a number of government officials and 
political figures to discuss wide-ranging issues affecting the UK’s relations with Israel. He 
emphasised the UK’s strong relationship with Israel and its commitment to the Middle 
East Peace Process. 
He also attended the launch ceremony of El Al Airlines’ first Boeing 787 Dreamliner plane 
at Ben Gurion Airport. El Al’s new fleet of Dreamliners is equipped with British-made 
Rolls Royce engines, a result of the biggest-ever trade deal between the 2 countries, 
signed in 2016. Mr Burt went on to meet young tech developers and see first-hand how a 
London-based initiative, the free coding school Founders & Coders, is expanding to 
Israel through a successful branch in the city of Nazareth. 
Speaking in Tel Aviv Minister Burt said: The UK is a great friend of Israel and during this 
visit I have reaffirmed the UK’s commitment to peace and stability in the Middle East. We 
will continue to work with and support those in Israel and beyond who want to achieve a 
viable solution. 
We have a longstanding relationship with Israel and I have witnessed first-hand the 
strength of this partnership in many areas from trade and investment to technology and 
innovation. This relationship will continue to grow and benefit both of our nations. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-visits-the-occupied-
palestinian-territories-and-israel  
 
British Minister reaffirms UK's commitment to peace process 
Alistair Burt MP, Britain’s Minister of State for the Middle East at the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office … concluded a three day visit to Israel and the OPTs. 
During the Israel leg of the visit, Minister Burt met a number of government officials and 
political figures to discuss wide-ranging issues affecting the UK’s relations with Israel. He 
emphasised the UK’s strong relationship with Israel and its commitment to the Middle 
East Peace Process. … 
Minister Burt said: The UK is a great friend of Israel and during this visit I have reaffirmed 
the UK’s commitment to peace and stability in the Middle East. We will continue to work 
with and support those in Israel and beyond who want to achieve a viable solution. 
We have a longstanding relationship with Israel and I have witnessed first-hand the 
strength of this partnership in many areas from trade and investment to technology and 
innovation. This relationship will continue to grow and benefit both of our nations. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/british-minister-for-the-middle-east-alistair-burt-
visits-israel  
 
 

United Nations 

Amid Heightened Israeli-Palestinian Tensions, Violence, Parties Must Recommit to 
Two-State Solution, Political Affairs Chief Tells Security Council 
… Briefing the Security Council on recent developments … Miroslav Jenča, United 
Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, said the recent crisis in 
Jerusalem — including several violent attacks and the resulting temporary closure of the 
Al-Aqsa  Mosque  —  had   once   again  highlighted  the  unsustainability  of  the  current  
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situation on the ground.  It also demonstrated the continued need for a political horizon 
and a clear re-commitment by the parties and the international community to realizing a 
two-State solution that met the legitimate national aspirations and security needs of both 
Palestinians and Israelis. 
Outlining recent events, he recalled that three Israelis had been stabbed to death in a 
terror attack and six Palestinians were killed during primarily peaceful protests following a 
14 July attack in which two policemen were killed in Jerusalem’s Old City.  Two of the 
Palestinians killed during the protests had died due to the use of live ammunition, he 
said, which also raised concerns about the use of force by Israeli security forces. 
Commending Israel and Jordan for bringing the crisis to an end, as well as religious 
leaders on both sides of the conflict for their calls for de-escalation, he said continued 
coordination between Israel and the Palestinian Authority was paramount in the current 
context.  … 
Several other developments had further undermined the trust between the parties, he 
said, pointing particularly to the initial approval of a new Israeli legal amendment which 
would further cement the country’s control over occupied East Jerusalem and limit the 
ability of both sides to reach a negotiated solution.  Meanwhile, Israeli settlers had 
reportedly placed mobile homes near the settlement of Halamish in response to last 
month’s deadly attack there, and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had delivered an 
inauguration speech at the launch of 1,000 new housing units in the Beitar Ilit 
settlement.  “Such actions only fuel perceptions that those working to obstruct the two-
State solution are gaining the upper hand,” he warned, underscoring the illegal nature of 
those settlements. 
Nearly three years after the last round of hostilities between Hamas and Israel in Gaza, 
the overall humanitarian situation in the territory had worsened, he continued.  Since its 
takeover by Hamas in 2007, there had been increasing concerns that Gaza could 
become unliveable by 2020.  … 
Despite reconstruction efforts, approximately 29,000 people remained displaced, he said, 
encouraging both Israel and the Palestinian Authority to intensify their engagement with 
the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism.  … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc12963.doc.htm  
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Other Relevant Information 

CST and Tell Mama 

Hate Crime: A guide for those affected 
https://cst.org.uk/data/file/a/4/Hate%20Crime%20-
%20A%20guide%20for%20those%20affected.1503330449.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 
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Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Mandatory Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) recording in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 21 September 2017) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/  
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