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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Safeguarding our young people from becoming radicalised is difficult but vital 
work: article by Amber Rudd 
… Safeguarding our young people from becoming radicalised, either by the extreme right 
wing or Islamist extremists, should not be a controversial aim. 
Yet there are some who actively seek to undermine the Prevent programme without 
offering any meaningful alternatives. … 
They say it is about spying on communities. But asking teachers and others to be alert to 
signs of radicalisation and refer those who may need help works in a similar way to 
safeguarding processes designed to protect people from gang activity, drug abuse, and 
sexual abuse. 
Next they claim Prevent stifles free speech. On the contrary, schools and colleges should 
provide a safe space in which children and young people can understand the risks 
associated with terrorism and develop the knowledge and skills to be able to challenge 
extremist arguments. This is what Prevent encourages. 
Or they claim Prevent is about targeting Muslims. This is not true; Prevent deals with all 
forms of extremism. … 
… I want to say to these critics, Prevent has made a significant impact in preventing 
people being drawn into terrorism and it is here to stay. In light of the horrific terror 
attacks in London and Manchester, we are reviewing all aspects of our counter terrorism 
strategy to make sure we keep pace with the changing terrorist threat. This will ensure 
that we are doing everything possible to address the threat from terrorism, including 
stopping people being radicalised in the first place. Prevent will continue to play a major 
part in our future counter terrorism approach. … 
To read the full article see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/safeguarding-our-young-people-from-
becoming-radicalised-is-difficult-but-vital-work-article-by-amber-rudd  
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Israel 

House of Lords EU External Affairs Sub-Committee 

EU missions in the Palestinian Territories - EUPOL COPPS and EUBAM Rafah 
Letter from the Rt Hon Sir Alan Duncan MP 
… The situation in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains bleak. … However, in the 
longer term, it is important to stress the opportunities as well as risks. The converging 
interests across the region between Arab moderate states and Israel regarding Islamist 
extremism and regional threats presents an opportunity to build new incentives into the 
Middle East Peace Process. … The UK stands ready to support renewed efforts and is 
actively engaging with parties on the ground. … 
The situation in Gaza remains dire as a consequence of the conflict in 2014. While a 
renewed major conflict is currently not expected, isolated incidents in both Gaza and the 
West Bank continue sporadically and could trigger an escalation of violence … 
On 11 June, following a request from the Palestinian Authority (PA), Israel’s Security 
Cabinet reduced electricity supplies to Gaza. Electricity provision in Gaza is currently 
little more than 4 hours per day. According to the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs, most homes in Gaza are only getting water for a few hours every 3-
5 days. … The energy situation and the PA’s decision to cut the salaries of 70,000 
Gazan civil servants by 30-70% have led to a further deterioration in the relationship 
between Hamas and Fatah. … 
To read the full letter see 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-external-affairs-
subcommittee/EU-missions-Palestinian-Territories/170804-Letter-COPPS-Rafah.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Support for Two-State Solution, Activities Marking 50 Years of Occupation Figure 
Prominently in Recent Steps to Ease Tensions, Palestinian Rights Committee 
Hears 
… Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine, recalled that the 
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People had 
organized six activities in June commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the Israeli 
occupation … 
He welcomed the adoption by the Committee and the OIC of the Baku Communiqué 
condemning the closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque, which had taken place during the 
conference, demanding the removal of obstacles against worshippers and requesting the 
international community to respect the historical status quo.  In Côte d’Ivoire, the 
Committee had added provisions to the declaration on supporting OIC efforts to stabilize 
the finances of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East (UNRWA).  Palestinians had demanded the removal of obstacles to Al-
Aqsa Mosque and el Haram esh-Sharif, he said, stressing:  “We do not accept any 
excuses for closing places of worship.” 
He said Israel had removed the obstacles after 12 days of confrontation, precipitated by 
occupation authorities, while Palestinians peacefully prayed outside the Mosque.  The 
Secretary-General would visit the State of Palestine and Israel from 28 to 30 August, 
spending a day in Ramallah to meet with Palestinian leaders, high-tech companies and 
civil society groups.  On 30 August, the Secretary-General would visit Gaza, during which 
he hoped he would see the brutality of the occupation and the Israeli settlement 
programme.  He supported the Secretary-General’s position that there was no “Plan B” to 
the two-State solution. … 
Policy   recommendations   on   Gaza   included   going  beyond  support  for  emergency  
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operations to sustained international engagement, shifting from a humanitarian to a 
human rights framework of analysis and action, and addressing the situation in Gaza as 
a political rather than a security issue.  Civil society also recommended putting into 
practice operational paragraph 5 of resolution 2334 (2016), which called on States to 
distinguish between the territory of Israel and the territories occupied since 1967. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1395.doc.htm  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Press briefing notes on Gaza 
We are deeply concerned about the steady deterioration in the humanitarian conditions 
and the protection of human rights in Gaza. 
At the height of summer, with soaring temperatures, electricity provision has not risen 
above six hours per day since the beginning of the current crisis in April, and has often 
been under four hours. This has a grave impact on the provision of essential health, 
water and sanitation services. Power outages threaten the life and well-being of 
vulnerable groups, particularly those needing urgent medical care. We have observed an 
increasingly dire situation for the men, women and children of Gaza amid a deepening 
economic crisis, coupled with continuing restrictions on movement and freedom of 
expression. The desperate situation has also contributed to violent crime, domestic 
violence, including femicides, and attempted suicides, although exact data is hard to 
obtain. 
Israel, the State of Palestine and the authorities in Gaza are not meeting their obligations 
to promote and protect the rights of the residents of Gaza. Israel, as the occupying 
power, has responsibility under international humanitarian law to ensure the well-being of 
the population. Israel, the State of Palestine and the authorities in Gaza also have clear 
concurrent human rights obligations towards the Palestinians in Gaza. The Israeli 
blockade and closure continue to disproportionately affect the civilian population and 
must be lifted. The recent measures to decrease the provision of electricity, and to cut 
the salaries and order early retirement of civil servants in Gaza, are having a direct, 
negative impact on the social and economic rights of Gazans. The lack of transparency 
in the use of resources, and the continuing suppression of freedom of speech and 
assembly by the authorities raise further concerns for the protection of fundamental rights 
of the population in the Gaza Strip. 
We urge Israel, the State of Palestine and the authorities in Gaza to uphold the human 
rights of the population in Gaza. We also call on the international community to respond 
to the UN’s urgent appeal for humanitarian aid, to honour pledges made to support 
reconstruction and development of Gaza, and to work with the parties to bring a 
resolution to the current crisis.   
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21959&LangID=E  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 
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Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
** Mandatory Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) recording in slaughterhouses 
(closing date 21 September 2017) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 
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