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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL655] Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the arrangement under discussion between the United 
Arab Emirates, Egypt, Gaza and the Palestinian Authority, to make Mohammed Dahlan 
the leader of the government in Gaza, and so partially lift the closure on the Strip by 
Egypt and Israel. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware of media reports that suggest some 
coordination between Hamas and Egypt in order to tackle the ongoing electricity 
crisis in the Gaza Strip. We are clear that there needs to be a long-term solution 
to the situation in Gaza, which results in the Palestinian Authority resuming control 
and restoring effective and accountable governance for the benefit of the Gazan 
people. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL655/ 
 

Hamas Charter 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL656] Her Majesty's Government what assessment 
they have made of the new Hamas Charter of 1 May 2017, in particular paragraphs 16 
and 17. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We are aware Hamas has released a policy 
document. Our position on Hamas remains clear, they must renounce violence, 
recognise Israel and accept previously signed agreements. Hamas must make 
credible movement towards these conditions, which remain the benchmark 
against which its intentions should be judged. We call on those in the region with 
influence over Hamas to encourage Hamas to take these steps. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL656/  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL657] Her Majesty's Government what discussions 
they have had with the government of Israel concerning their suggestion that a 
seaport be built in Gaza. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not had any discussions with the 
Government of Israel on this issue. 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL655/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL655/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL656/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL656/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL657/  
 

Gaza: Fentanyl 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL658] Her Majesty's Government what discussions 
they have had with the government of Israel regarding the impact of availability of stocks 
of the drug Fentanyl on performance of surgical operations in Gaza. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We have not had any discussions with the 
Government of Israel on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL658/  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL939] Her Majesty's Government what action they 
are taking to support those living in Gaza who have been deprived of electricity and of 
phone and internet access. 

Lord Bates: The UK is working closely with the United Nations (UN) to monitor 
the situation in Gaza. We urge all the parties to find a sustainable solution to the 
current energy situation that is affecting services such as electricity and phone 
and internet access. In Gaza, the UK is funding basic service delivery through the 
UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees, enabling reconstruction 
work, and investing in job creation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-17/HL939/  
 

Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL943] Her Majesty's Government what action they 
are taking concerning the reported delays in ambulance response times to treat injured 
and sick Palestinians. 

Lord Bates: Ambulance and permit delays can lead to missed appointments and 
interrupted treatments, endangering the health and lives of patients. The UK has 
consistently called on the Israeli Government to ease movement and access 
restrictions that reduce access to medical care for Palestinians. The UK supports 
essential health services in the Occupied Palestinian Territories through funding 
to the Palestinian Authority and UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-17/HL943/  
 

West Bank 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL944] Her Majesty's Government what action they 
are taking concerning the reported confiscation and destruction of EU-funded 
humanitarian aid projects in the West Bank. 

Lord Bates: We have repeatedly made clear to the Israeli authorities our serious 
concern at the increase in demolitions and confiscations in Area C of the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem. The European Union (EU) has not to date asked for 
compensation for EU-funded infrastructure. No decision has been made yet as to 
whether to claim compensation in the future. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-17/HL944/  
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United Nations 

Amid rising violence in Jerusalem, UN and diplomatic partners urge maximum 
restraint on all sides 
Expressing deep concern about the escalating tensions and violent clashes taking place 
in and around the Old City of Jerusalem, the United Nations and its diplomatic partners in 
the Middle East peace process have called on all to demonstrate maximum restraint and 
work towards de-escalating the situation. 
In a statement issued late yesterday, the envoys of the so-called Middle East Quartet – 
comprising the UN, Russia, the United States and the European Union – strongly 
condemned acts of terror, and expressed regret for all loss of innocent life caused by the 
violence, and hope for a speedy recovery to the wounded. 
The statement comes in the wake of a series of deadly stabbings, other violent incidents 
and rising tensions in and around Jerusalem's Old City since mid-June, particularly near 
the holy site known as the Temple Mount and as Haram al-Sharif. 
Noting the particular sensitivities surrounding the holy sites in Jerusalem, and the need to 
ensure security, the Quartet envoys called on all to demonstrate maximum restraint, 
refrain from provocative actions and work towards de-escalating the situation. 
Through their statement, the envoys welcomed the assurances by the Prime Minister of 
Israel that the status quo at the holy sites in Jerusalem will be upheld and respected. 
Further, the Quartet encouraged Israel and Jordan to work together to uphold the status 
quo, noting Jordan's special role as recognized in its peace treaty with Israel. 
The Quartet envoys reiterated that violence deepens mistrust and is fundamentally 
incompatible with achieving a peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the 
statement concluded. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57237#.WXd25NOGM5s  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 

TOP 
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