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Holocaust 

Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

UK Government renews its commitment to return Nazi-looted art to rightful owners 
The UK Government will call for stronger efforts to return Nazi-looted art to its original 
owners at the first European conference dedicated to the issue in five years. 

 Government calls for stronger efforts from the international community to return 
Nazi-looted art to original owners 

 Government announces proposals to renew the Holocaust (Return of Cultural 
Objects) Act 2009 

 Hundreds of experts to attend international spoliation conference in London in 
September 

Hundreds of experts from the UK, Germany, France, Holland, Austria and across the 
globe will gather in London in September. The Conference ‘70 Years and Counting: The 
final opportunity?’ aims to strengthen partnerships, build greater cooperation on 
spoliation and examine how the process of returning stolen artworks can be accelerated. 
The conference comes as the Government strengthens its commitment to these issues 
by announcing that it will seek to extend the UK’s Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) 
Act, which gives national museums powers to return works of art found to be looted 
during the Third Reich. 
John Glen, Minister for Arts, Heritage and Tourism said: More than 70 years after the end 
of the Second World War, some families are still waiting for their cultural property to be 
returned. We want countries from across the continent to help right this historic wrong. … 
The Act expires on 11 November 2019 and the Government will seek to renew the 
powers indefinitely. 
It is estimated that 20 per cent of Europe’s cultural treasures were stolen or plundered by 
Nazi Germany, most notably from Jewish families, and over 100,000 of these works are 
still lost, presumed to be in both private and public collections. … 
The UK is a world-leader in providing solutions to this issue and its national museums 
have undertaken detailed research of their collections to identify objects with uncertain 
provenance between the years 1933-1945. This research is held on a recently-
upgraded database which is actively maintained by editors from the 47 contributing UK 
museums, coordinated by Collections Trust on behalf of Arts Council England. … 
Anne Webber who is Co-Chair of the Commission for Looted Art in Europe alongside 
David Lewis, said: Almost 20 years since the commitments made by 44 countries at the 
1998 Washington Conference on Holocaust-Era Assets, little provenance research has 
been  completed or  published and  few fair and  equitable  claims processes  have  been  
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established. 
Although many of the survivors are now passing away, their children and heirs still 
urgently seek the transparency, accountability and justice that was promised, and the 
restitution of what was taken and never returned. We welcome the UK government’s 
strengthening of its commitment to return, and its determination to renew and revitalise 
these international imperatives. 
To register an interest in attending the event email  
internationalconferencelondon2017@culture.gov.uk 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-renews-its-commitment-to-return-
nazi-looted-art-to-rightful-owners  

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister Burt statement on recent violence in Jerusalem and the West Bank 
I deplore the violence which took place yesterday in Jerusalem and across the West 
Bank. 
I condemn the horrific attack during a Shabbat dinner last night, which led to the death of 
three Israelis in the settlement of Halamish. 
I am deeply concerned by the deaths of three Palestinians and the large numbers injured 
during clashes yesterday. I urge the relevant authorities to swiftly investigate these 
incidents. 
The increase in tensions at the Haram Al-Sharif / Temple Mount in the Old City of 
Jerusalem is of serious concern. Jerusalem is a sacred place for millions of people in the 
world. We call upon all parties to restore calm, avoid provocation and through 
engagement reach a solution that ensures the safety and the security of the site and 
upholds the status quo. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-burt-statement-on-recent-violence-in-
jerusalem-and-the-west-bank 
 
 

Tell Mama 

The Al Haram Al Sharif Tensions Must Not Spill into the UK 
We understand the deep impacts that Jerusalem and the Al Haram Al Sharif have on 
British Muslim communities in the UK. We also acknowledge the thousands of years of 
Jewish history that are connected to Jerusalem and the Holy Land, as Muslims have a 
link to the Holy City for over 1,400 years.  … 
We know that as tensions rise in the Al Haram Al Sharif, (also known as the Temple 
Mount), there is the potential for Jewish faith institutions or cultural centres to be targeted 
for graffiti or broken windows or for online anti-Semitic comments. Jewish communities, 
through the work of the Community Security Trust, have demonstrated that there are 
links between tensions in the Middle East and a rise in attacks against British Jews. This 
is unacceptable and everyone who cares about the future of their children and their 
communities, should feel a revulsion that this is the case. We are therefore re-asserting 
the fact that the best of Islam and Muslims are based on campaigning for social justice 
and for the rights of others and at this time, let us re-enforce the fact that British Jews are 
not responsible for the actions of the Government of Israel and that they have no way of 
influencing  actions  in the  region at  this time.  They deserve to live their  lives free  from  
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fear, intimidation and harassment. They are also part of our local, regional and national 
family – a family that is based on the belief that what matters – are people and their 
dignity and care. 
It is also clear that the killings of 2 Israeli policemen in the Old City in Jerusalem has led 
to this position. The trigger factor and the killings of 2 people on duty cannot and should 
not be regarded as anything other than murder and the pouring of fuel on the emotions of 
Jews and Muslims, when the Al Haram Al Sharif and Temple Mount mean so much to 
local Muslims and Jews. 
Furthermore, such incidents do not mean that the Government of Israel can be given a 
free pass for what is an occupation that has gone on for decades and that impacts on 
Palestinian lives through checkpoints, barriers, reduction of employment opportunities, 
travel restrictions and the killings of many Palestinians under circumstances that leave 
questions for their families which are not addressed. Many are young people whose lives 
have been cut short in violent circumstances. Yet, we also must acknowledge that Israeli 
Jews have been the subject of terrorism, suicide, rocket and vehicle attacks that have 
created enormous fear within a population which feels embattled, just as the Palestinians 
feel and voice on a daily basis. We therefore cannot accept and will not accept the 
killings of innocents on both sides which makes no-one safe in the region. … Any group 
in the UK voicing such support for any groups which back the political killings of innocent 
men and women going about their lives and duties in Israel or Palestine, should be 
highlighted in their support for terrorism. Let us call it what it is. 
… British Jews cannot and should not be seen as anything other than friends, citizens, 
neighbours and partners for a better society in our country, the UK. Whilst Muslims and 
Jews may have differences of opinions on Israel and Palestine, they can be conducted in 
a manner of civility and with a belief that we should stand up for each other’s rights if they 
are undermined in the UK. So we urge those reading this post, that we do all we can to 
send messages of trust and re-assurance to each other at this time. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://tellmamauk.org/the-al-haram-al-sharif-tensions-must-not-spill-into-the-uk/ 
 
 

United Nations 

Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General on attack in the 
West Bank 
Farhan Haq, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General: 
The Secretary-General strongly condemns this evening’s stabbing attack by a Palestinian 
perpetrator, which resulted in the death of three members of an Israeli family in the 
Halamish settlement in the occupied West Bank. 
He conveys his condolences to the bereaved and wishes a speedy recovery to those 
injured. 
The Secretary-General again calls on all to refrain from any actions or words that could 
further escalate an already volatile situation. 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-07-21/statement-attributable-
spokesman-secretary-general-attack-west-bank  
 
UN chief concerned about unfolding violence in Jerusalem's Old City 
Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on violence 
in Jerusalem 
Farhan Haq, Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General: 
The Secretary-General deeply deplores the death of three Palestinians in clashes today 
with the Israeli security forces and calls for these incidents to be fully investigated. His 
thoughts and prayers are with the families of the victims. 
The   Secretary-General  is   concerned   by  the  unfolding   violence  in  the  Old  City  of  
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Jerusalem. He urges Israeli and Palestinian leaders to refrain from actions that could 
further escalate the situation and calls on all political, religious and community leaders to 
help reduce tension.  The Secretary-General reiterates that the sanctity of religious sites 
should be respected as places for reflection, not violence. 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-07-21/statement-attributable-
spokesperson-secretary-general-violence-0  
 

Panellists Cite Economic Costs of Occupation, Spotlight Investment 
Opportunities, as International Conference on Jerusalem Question Continues 
… During a plenary discussion on ways to support East Jerusalem’s tourism and 
infrastructure sectors, Rateb Rabie, Founder and President of the Holy Land Christian 
Ecumenical Foundation, said 80 per cent of the city’s Palestinian population lived below 
the poverty line, compared to a much smaller proportion of the city’s Jewish 
population.  Israeli tour maps ignored both Christian and Muslim holy sites and there had 
been a steady decline in East Jerusalem tourism. … 
Mr. Taem [Head, Jerusalem Unit, Office of the President of the State of Palestine] , 
describing a range of measures imposed by the Israeli authorities in order to “Judaize” 
the city of Jerusalem, said they extended to its recent actions at the Al-Aqsa Mosque and 
other Muslim and Christian holy sites.  Israel’s policies included efforts to create a Jewish 
majority by establishing “Jewish only” settlements, as well as the imposition of spatial 
segregation and reducing the Palestinian population’s visibility … settlement tunnels and 
excavations, the creation of Talmudic Gardens or “National Parks”, a dangerous cable 
car project and the building of an illegal annexation wall.  Against that backdrop, he said, 
the Jerusalem Unit was working to help Palestinians in the city remain steadfast and 
maintain their presence, while supporting their development and prosperity. … 
The confiscation of private Palestinian properties and the demolition of homes was 
another major challenge, [Ms Muzaffar, Head of the Central West Bank Field Office of 
the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs]  said, noting that a 
full 35 per cent of East Jerusalem had been expropriated to settlers.  In 2017 alone, 
99 Palestinian structures had been demolished to date, affecting more than 
200 people.  While that pace had not attracted international media attention, it was a 
steady stream that continued to grow, she said.  Some 25,000 units — housing 
100,000 people, or one third of East Jerusalem’s Palestinian population — were currently 
at risk of demolition; meanwhile, the construction of checkpoints and finally a barrier wall 
sought to isolate the city’s Palestinian population and further transform geopolitics on the 
ground. … 
Mr. Taem, responding to one speaker’s proposal of a “three-State solution” involving 
Israel and two Palestinian States representing factions currently seeming unable to unite, 
stressed that “the Palestinian people are one people”.  The “temporary black cloud” of 
disunity would ultimately lift, he said, noting that all Palestinians agreed on the need to 
have their land and freedom restored. 
Mr. Husseini [Chief International and Investors Relations Officer with the Bank of 
Palestine]  said elections would decide the way forward for Palestinians, 
declaring:  “There is one country, one State and one capital.” 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1393.doc.htm  
 

Communiqué Condemns ‘Blatant Aggression’ of Al-Aqsa Mosque Closure, as 
International Meeting on Jerusalem Question Concludes 
… By the terms of the communiqué — issued on behalf of the Committee on the Exercise 
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and the Organization for Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) … the organizers of the Conference strongly condemned the closure 
of the mosque and the banning of Friday prayers.  They further stated that such actions  
and others  imposed  in violation  of the historic  status quo and  international law  

constituted both a blatant aggression  against those who  wished to attend  the  holy sites  
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and an attack on the rights of the Palestinian people. 
Further by its terms, the organizers called on the international community to urgently 
reaffirm respect for the historic status quo, and compel Israel, the occupying Power, to 
rescind all measures violating it. … 
… Isra Muzaffar of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
provided an update on the latest situation on the ground in Jerusalem, saying at least 
193 Palestinians had been injured and one killed over the course of the day.  All the 
gates around the Al-Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount compound and leading to the Al-
Aqsa Mosque had been closed with the exception of three outfitted with metal detectors, 
and there were reports that a hospital in East Jerusalem had been raided.  
“It is our destiny as Palestinians to continue carrying the torch and fighting for the rights 
of our people,” said Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer for the State of 
Palestine.  Expressing pride that Palestinians were on the front lines of defending the Al-
Aqsa Mosque, he described today as “another round” in the senseless fight that was 
Israel’s military occupation. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1394.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 

Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 
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