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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Hate Crime: Prosecutions 
Stephen Timms (Labour) [5417] To ask the Attorney General, what recent progress has 
been made in increasing the prosecution rate for hate crimes. 

Robert Buckland: The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) has taken a number of 
steps to improve its prosecution of all strands of hate crime. 
The CPS is prosecuting and convicting more defendants of hate crime than ever 
before. In 2015/16, the CPS completed 15,442 hate crime prosecutions, an 
increase of 704 on the previous year. The conviction rate also improved to 83.2% 
in 2015/16 an increase from 82.9% the previous year. 
The CPS Annual Report and Accounts 2016/17 shows that the proportion of cases 
where the CPS was successful in achieving uplifted sentences for hate crime 
perpetrators has increased dramatically. The proportion rose from 33.8% in 
2015/16, to 52.2% in 2016/17 – reaching 58.2% in the final quarter. 
The CPS has delivered mandatory face to face disability hate crime training and 
racially and religiously aggravated hate crime training and is in the process of 
developing homophobic, biphobic and transphobic hate crime training to support 
prosecutors to more effectively deal with hate crime cases. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-17/5417/ 
 

Religious Buildings: Security 
Andrew Gwynne (Labour) [4808] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government, whether his Department (a) has a role and (b) provides funding in 
respect of Government measures to protect religious buildings from attack. 

Marcus Jones: The Department for Communities and Local Government does 
not have a direct role nor does it provide funding in respect of measures to protect 
religious buildings from attack. The Jewish Community Protective Security Grant, 
the Places of Worship security funding scheme and the Vulnerable Faith 
Institutions scheme are the responsibility of the Home Office. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-13/4808/  
 
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-17/5417/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-17/5417/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-13/4808/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-13/4808/
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-06811 John Mason (SNP): Anti-Semitism in Scotland – That the Parliament 
deplores the reported UK-wide rise in anti-Semitic incidents in the last year to what 
it understands is the highest level on record; understands that Scotland recorded 26 anti-
Semitic incidents over the last year, 15 of which led to a criminal charge, with another 19 
"non-criminal" anti-Semitic incidents; believes that many within the Jewish community are 
increasingly worried about facing discrimination due to their religion, with many choosing 
to keep their faith secret; understands that the Campaign Against Anti-Semitism 
compiled the analysis, which found that many of those surveyed had stopped attending 
their synagogue due to a fear of anti-Semitic incidents; considers this to be 
unacceptable, and calls on governments at all levels to ensure that action is taken to 
ensure that the problem of anti-Semitism is tackled head-on. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-06811 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [4445] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
if she will (a) make an assessment of the potential merits of the conclusions of the report 
from the Britain Israel Communications and Research Centre of 12 July 2017 on 
coexistence projects between Israelis and Palestinians and (b) take steps to ensure that 
the Government continues to fund such projects. 

Alistair Burt: The UK assesses that people-to-people programmes are important 
to improve inter-community understanding and help build the necessary 
environment for a just and peaceful solution, as recognised in the report. The UK 
will be providing up to £3 million over three years to fund a people-to-people 
programme to help Israelis and Palestinians work together to achieve 
improvements in their lives and build understanding between people on both sides 
of the conflict. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-11/4445/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-06576.1 Ivan McKee (SNP): Hamas-Fatah Rivalry Killing Palestinians – As an 
amendment to motion S5M-06576 in the name of Jackson Carlaw (Hamas-Fatah Rivalry 
Killing Palestinians), leave out from "that the Hamas-Fatah feud" to end and insert "of 
recent preventable deaths in the Gaza Strip, including the deaths of three Palestinian 
babies; understands that these babies and other patients could not be treated in Gaza, 
where the healthcare system is, it believes, under extreme duress due to the reported 
Israeli blockade, which prevents medical equipment from reaching hospitals; considers 
that responsibility for approving permits for Palestinian patients needing to leave Gaza 
for medical appointments rests solely with the Israeli authorities; understands that the 
World Health Organization found that, in May 2017, this approval rate had dropped to its 
lowest in seven years; considers that Israel’s reported restrictions on access to and from 
Gaza go far beyond  what  is  permitted  by  international  humanitarian  law  and  human  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06811
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06811
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-11/4445/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-11/4445/
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rights law, and calls on the Israeli Government to honour what it believes is the 
requirement, under the law of occupation as codified in Article 43 of the Hague 
Regulations, to permit the proper functioning of civil society and its obligations to respect 
the human rights of Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank.” 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-06576.1 
 

The Motion to which the above is an amendment can be read at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-06576 
 

 

United Nations 

UN envoy calls for de-escalation of tensions and violence in Jerusalem 
Expressing deep concern over a surge in tensions and violence around the holy 
esplanade of Jerusalem's Old City, the United Nations envoy on Middle East peace 
today called for de-escalation of the situation. 
“I call on all concerned parties to de-escalate the situation and on moderate voices to 
speak up against those who try to fuel tensions,” said Nickolay Mladenov, the UN Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, in a statement. 
He welcomed the commitment of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to uphold 
and respect the status quo at the City's holy sites, and Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas' firm condemnation of violence, specifically the deadly attack on two Israeli 
policemen on 14 July. 
“I hope these affirmations will contribute to resolving the concerns of all parties and put 
an end to the provocative rhetoric that has added to the escalation over the past week,” 
Mr. Mladenov said, noting the importance of the special role of Jordan and the historical 
role of King Abdullah II, as custodian of the Muslim and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57222#.WXH4ltOGOnY  
 
Speakers Condemn New Israeli Restrictions on Jersualem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque as 
International Conference Opens 
… The 2017 Conference, convened under the theme “Jerusalem and the international 
community:  providing political and economic support”, aimed to provide up-to-date 
information on the situation in the city and explore ways to stimulate its resilient 
development. … 
“There is no excuse whatsoever […] to justify this closure,” emphasized Riyad Mansour, 
Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine to the United Nations, in his opening 
address.  Condemning the three-day closure of the Al-Aqsa Mosque, as well as the 
restrictions imposed on worshippers by the Israeli authorities, he rejected as “abhorrent” 
the use of pretexts to violate the religious rights of Palestinians, which could turn the 
present conflict into a religious confrontation, deepening hatred and animosity between 
the parties.  Jerusalem faced a dangerous situation as a result of those actions, he 
noted, proposing that the Conference draft and deliver a communiqué rejecting 
them.  That, he said, would serve as a message from participants that Israel’s recent 
behaviour would not be tolerated. … 
Miroslav Jenča, Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs, delivered an address on 
behalf of Secretary-General Antonío Guterres, recalling that 2017 marked 50 years since 
the start of the 1967 Arab-Israeli war that had resulted in Israel’s occupation of the 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.  Today, the expansion of illegal 
settlements, continuing violence and the deteriorating situation in the Gaza Strip had 
increased the distance between Palestinians and Israelis and deepened mistrust and 
despair, he said, adding that the humanitarian and economic costs of the occupation 
could not be denied. …  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06576.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06576.1
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06576
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-06576
https://unsco.unmissions.org/statement-special-coordinator-mladenov-escalating-tensions-and-violence-jerusalem
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57179
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57222#.WXH4ltOGOnY
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A number of delegates voiced their firm support for the Palestinian people and calling for 
a just, lasting and comprehensive solution based on the establishment of a sovereign, 
independent State of Palestine within the 1967 borders and with East Jerusalem as its 
capital, living side-by-side with Israel.  Several speakers also sounded alarms over 
Israel’s recent actions in the Al-Aqsa Mosque, as well as its continued settlement 
expansion in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, in defiance of the international 
community’s wishes. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1391.doc.htm 
 
Anti-Palestinian Bias, ‘Weaponization of Religion’ among Key Obstacles to 
Peace, Say Panellists, as International Conference on Jerusalem Question 
Continues 
… “We are on the edge of a volcano,” warned Daniel Seidemann, Director of Terrestrial 
Jerusalem … Noting that radical Israeli right ideology had moved into the mainstream 
and transformed Al-Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount from a secure, Muslim Palestinian 
space into one of tension and danger, he said events on the ground over the next 48 to 
72 hours would be critical.  Indeed, if Israel responded to the peaceful Palestinian 
protests at Al-Aqsa Mosque by backing down, a crisis could still be averted. 
Imad Abukishek, President of Al-Quds University in Jerusalem, urged participants to view 
recent escalations through the lens of Israel’s long-standing and feverish attempts to 
obliterate the city’s Islamic and Christian character. … 
Asserting that Israel was also replacing Jerusalem’s Palestinian population with Israeli 
settlers — supported by a “war machine” that killed and arrested without regard for laws, 
ethics or morals — he went on to outline challenges facing Jerusalem’s Palestinian 
population in education, housing and social services, among other areas.  The Israeli 
authorities had expanded the border of Jerusalem into the West Bank and built a “racist 
wall of separation” intended to further isolate the city’s Palestinian population from the 
rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territory. … 
[Mr Seidemann said] “We have been an occupying Power so long that it is no longer 
possible to separate conflict management and permanent status … We are living in a 
situation where the brakes have been removed,” and in which facts and accountability no 
longer mattered … 
The observer for the State of Palestine said the installation of metal detectors and other 
restrictions at Al-Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount was “changing the reality” on the ground 
with the goal of frustrating Palestinians and preventing them from accessing their holy 
sites.  That action — alongside the expansion of settlements, the demolition of 
Palestinian homes and the continued imposition of hardships in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory — was a “very sophisticated form of ethnic cleansing” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1392.doc.htm  

TOP 

 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1391.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/gapal1392.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
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Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 

TOP 
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