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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Written Answers 

Religiously Aggravated Offending in Scotland 2016-17 
S5W-10012 Elaine Smith (Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what action it is 
taking in response to the finding in the report, Religiously Aggravated Offending in 
Scotland 2016-17, that (a) 57% of all reported offences were directed at Roman 
Catholics and (b) there had been a 14% increase in offences. 

Reply from Angela Constance: The Scottish Government believes that there is 
no excuse for any form of hate crime. Scotland is a diverse multi-cultural society 
and this diversity is our strength. 
This Government is clear that there is absolutely no place for bigotry and prejudice 
in 21st century Scotland and it will not be tolerated. Later this year, we will launch 
a public campaign to raise awareness within wider society of the impacts of hate 
crime. 
We remain committed to tackling all forms of prejudice and discrimination, 
including sectarianism. Over the last 6 years we have invested £13 million (to 
March 2018) to tackle sectarianism including £9.8 million directly invested in 
community based projects across Scotland, many of which have a strong focus on 
education. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-10012 
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00520696.pdf 
 
Independent Advisory Group on Hate Crime, Prejudice and Community Cohesion 

S5W-10041 Anas Sarwar (Labour): To ask the Scottish Government for what reason its 
response to the Report of Independent Advisory Group on Hate Crime, Prejudice and 
Community Cohesion makes no reference to Islamophobia or anti-Muslim acts. 

Angela Constance: We are clear that there is absolutely no place for prejudice in 
Scotland, and that includes anti-Muslim prejudice and Islamophobia. Any form of 
hate crime is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. 
The Scottish Government is committed to building strong, resilient and supportive 
communities for all and, as set out in our response to the Report of the 
Independent Advisory Group, we will now take forward an ambitious programme 
of work in response to their recommendations. 
Focusing on  building  community  cohesion  for all will have a significant impact in  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-10012
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-10012
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00520696.pdf
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addressing such prejudice and inequalities – not only for religious groups but for 
all minority communities in Scotland. This is absolutely essential in ensuring that 
we are truly ‘One Scotland’ where people live in peace and everyone has the 
opportunity to flourish. 
I would also like to refer the member to question S5W-08278 answered on 13 
April 2017 which outlines some of the action we have taken to tackle Islamophibia 
in Scotland. All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at:  
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-10041 
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00506074.pdf 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-08278 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Paul Masterton (Conservative) [3942] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what support her Department provides to projects intended to foster 
coexistence between Palestinians and Israelis. 

Alistair Burt: DFID will provide up to £3 million over three years to fund a co-
existence or “people-to-people” programme. This UK support will help Israelis and 
Palestinians work together to achieve tangible improvements in their lives and 
build understanding between people on both sides of the conflict. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-10/3942/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL659] Her Majesty's Government what assessment 
they have made of living conditions in the Gaza strip; and whether they are planning to 
send a team to investigate and report back. 

Lord Bates: The UK Government is concerned at the humanitarian situation in 
Gaza. Urgent improvements in infrastructure, employment, energy and water are 
essential to improve living conditions. The UK is closely monitoring the situation, 
including participating in a joint mission with the UN to Gaza on the 10th July. We 
urge the parties to find a sustainable solution to the current energy crisis that 
alleviates the suffering of the Gazan people. In Gaza, UK support includes funding 
for basic service delivery through the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees, support for humanitarian access and Gaza’s reconstruction, and 
economic development programming to help create jobs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL659/  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-10041
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-10041
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00506074.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-08278
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-08278
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-10/3942/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-10/3942/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL659/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-10/HL659/
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

208 Caroline Lucas (Green) Humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip – That this House 
is deeply concerned about the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip; notes that 
the blockade of Gaza by the Israeli and Egyptian authorities has been in place for 10 
years, violates international law and continues to impoverish civilians in Gaza; 
recognises that Gaza remains under Israeli occupation and that Israel's military controls 
Gaza's land and maritime borders; notes that the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights 
has said Gaza will be unliveable for its 1.8 million inhabitants by 2018; expresses grave 
concern at the combination of lsraeli, Egyptian, Palestinian Authority and Hamas policies 
that have made the situation in Gaza acutely worse over the past month; condemns the 
Israeli decision of 19 June to cut electricity supply to Gaza on the request of Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas; further notes that on 12 July the sole power plant 
in Gaza shut down due to lack of fuel; expresses concern that inadequate supply of 
power will result in critical services, including hospital intensive care, being shut down; 
calls on all parties urgently to engage in talks to resolve the electricity crisis; and calls on 
the Government to apply pressure to the Israeli and Egyptian authorities so as to ensure 
the basic needs of civilians in Gaza are met. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/208  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 

TOP 
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