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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
Paul Masterton (Conservative) [1554] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government, what steps he is taking to tackle anti-Semitism. 

Marcus Jones: The UK is the first country in Europe to adopt formally the 
International Holocaust Memorial Alliance (IHRA) working definition of anti-
Semitism. The definition, although legally non-binding, is an important tool 
enabling criminal justice agencies and other public bodies to understand how anti-
Semitism manifests itself in the 21st century. In December 2016 we published a 
progress report on our efforts to tackle anti-Semitism which can be found at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/anti-semitism-update 
The cross-government working group to tackle anti-Semitism ensures that we are 
alive to any new issues and concerns the Jewish community might have and that 
we can respond quickly. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-28/1554/  
 

Hate Crime 
Angela Crawley (SNP) [1979] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if 
she will undertake a review into the causes of the change in hate crimes recorded in 
England and Wales in the month after the EU referendum. 

Sarah Newton: Following the EU referendum last year, we saw a spike in 
reported racially and religiously aggravated hate crime offences. However, the 
number of offences declined throughout August and at the end of the month the 
number of offences was similar to pre-referendum levels. 
In response to this spike, the Government took a number of steps to provide 
assurances to communities, including EU citizens residing in the UK. The 
Government also made it clear that we will not tolerate hate crime and that we 
actively work to tackle it. 
In July 2016, we published the Hate Crime Action Plan, “Action Against Hate”, 
which sets out a range of actions aimed at tackling all forms of hate crime. This 
includes indentifying and challenging attitudes and beliefs underlying hate crime, 
responding   to    hate    crime    and    supporting   communities,   and   improving  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/anti-semitism-update
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-28/1554/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-28/1554/
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understanding of hate crime through improved reporting. 
Improvements in recording by the police, a greater awareness of hate crime and 
improved willingness of victims to come forward may also have led to the increase 
in reporting. 
Hate crime levels continue to be monitored, with government working closely with 
police and local organisations to provide reassurance to areas affected by hate 
crime. 
Although we do not intend to conduct a formal review of the cause of the spike 
following the referendum, we continue to look into underlying reasons for hate 
crime through engagement with stakeholders and local community groups. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-29/1979/  
 

The Hate Crime Action Plan referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Ac
tion_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf 
 

Post-mortems 
Matthew Offord (Conservative) [1729] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, what 
guidance his Department has published to ensure the minimal use of invasive autopsies. 

Phillip Lee: The Ministry of Justice has responsibility for coronial law and policy 
only. The decision to commission a post mortem examination as part of a coronial 
investigation, and what form it takes, is for the coroner as an independent judicial 
office holder. The Chief Coroner has issued guidance to coroners on post mortem 
imaging. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-28/1729/  
 

The guidance referred to above can be read at 
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/guidance-no-1-use-of-port-
mortem-imaging.pdf  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

FOI release: meeting with Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625789/04
35-16_LETTER.pdf  
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625790/04
35-16_Material_Attachment_1.pdf 
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625791/04
35-16_Material_Attachment_2.pdf 
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625792/04
35-16_Material_Attachment_3.pdf 
 
 

Charity Commission 

New charity investigation: Chesed Leyisruel Trust 
The Charity Commission, the independent regulator of charities in England and Wales, 
has opened a statutory inquiry into Chesed Leyisruel Trust, registered charity number 
1141178. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-29/1979/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-29/1979/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/543679/Action_Against_Hate_-_UK_Government_s_Plan_to_Tackle_Hate_Crime_2016.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-28/1729/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-28/1729/
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/guidance-no-1-use-of-port-mortem-imaging.pdf
https://www.judiciary.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/guidance-no-1-use-of-port-mortem-imaging.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625789/0435-16_LETTER.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625789/0435-16_LETTER.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625790/0435-16_Material_Attachment_1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625790/0435-16_Material_Attachment_1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625791/0435-16_Material_Attachment_2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625791/0435-16_Material_Attachment_2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625792/0435-16_Material_Attachment_3.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/625792/0435-16_Material_Attachment_3.pdf
http://beta.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-details/?regid=1141178&subid=0
http://beta.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-details/?regid=1141178&subid=0
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The charity has objects for the relief of poverty in the Jewish community and more widely. 
Its objects also include the advancement of Jewish Orthodox education and religion. 
The regulator is investigating the charity after it failed to file its accounting information for 
the financial year ending 31 March 2016 by the deadline despite frequent reminders from 
the Commission. This failing was exacerbated by the fact the charity was previously 
included in a class inquiry and failed to submit its annual accounting information for the 
financial years ending 31 March 2014 and 2015. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-charity-investigation-chesed-leyisruel-trust  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Debate 

Hate Crime—Is It on the Rise in Wales? 
17.28 Neil Hamilton (UKIP): … almost anything can be recorded today as a hate crime, 
even if there’s no evidence for it, and I think this is the most important realisation here. 
What we’re doing is in fact witnessing the invention of a crime epidemic as a kind of 
cynical manipulation, fundamentally for political or other reasons. … 
So, there is in fact a disparity between what’s actually happening in Britain today and the 
way that it is perceived as a result of this particular incident. In fact, in my lifetime, there’s 
been a very significant reduction in race and other forms of prejudice that has come 
about partly, perhaps, from the anti-discrimination legislation, but also from society 
becoming in many ways more cosmopolitan, and, in the world of mass communications, 
we’re now much more aware of the rest of the world than we were back in the 1950s. … 
Compare Britain with what’s happening in France, where you get incidents of people 
burning down mosques—I mean, that’s a real hate crime. But, in this country, actually 
somebody shouting something nasty on the bus is what most of these incidents that are 
recorded as hate crimes are all about. … 
But the number of hate crimes that have been recorded by the police has grown year by 
year. Six years ago there were 42,255. The latest figure I’ve got here is 2014-15—there 
were 52,528. So, that’s a significant increase, 20 per cent. It’s probably a much bigger 
number today than it was two years ago. But you need to take these figures with a pinch 
of salt, in my view. It’s a product of the authorities, in fact, redefining racism and 
prejudice to such an extent that almost any unpleasant encounter between people of 
different backgrounds can today be recorded as hatred. … 
In the aftermath of Brexit, the police said that 14,000 hate crimes were recorded between 
July and September 2016. But many of these incidents are likely to have been reported 
through a website funded by the police called True Vision, which allows anybody 
anywhere to report anything they like, whether they’ve experienced it or not, and, indeed, 
to do so anonymously. So, these statistics are not worth the paper that they are printed 
on. … 
I’ll read the paragraph from the police operational guidance on hate crime to prove the 
point, paragraph 1.2.3: ‘For recording purposes, the perception of the victim, or any other 
person…is the defining factor in determining whether an incident is a hate incident, or in 
recognising the hostility element of a hate crime. The victim does not have to justify or 
provide evidence of their belief, and police officers or staff should not directly challenge 
this perception. Evidence of the hostility is not required for an incident or crime to be 
recorded as a hate crime or hate incident.’ … 

 

17.43 David Rowlands (UKIP): … Quoting exaggerated statistics does not help those 
who may be the subject of true hate crime. It simply serves to cause them alarm and 
distress over its supposed prevalence. …  

  

17.43 Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children: Carl Sargeant (Labour): … 
you, like Paul Nuttall, describe the position of hate crime technically as a fabricated event 
… shouting abuse on a bus, is that a real crime? I would say, ‘Yes, it was’ … The assault  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-charity-investigation-chesed-leyisruel-trust
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of individuals on buses is unacceptable wherever that is, to whatever race, colour or 
creed a person is. … 
I’m genuinely concerned about what’s been happening since 2015, and the crime survey 
won’t give us all the 2015-18 data until next year, but what we do have to hand are 
reliable figures of the number of reported hate crimes from the police forces in Wales, 
and from our national hate crime report and support centre. Both of these sources 
showed a clear spike in reported hate crime last summer around the time of the 
referendum. Since March this year, following the terror attacks in London and 
Manchester, these figures also show that there has also been another spike, albeit 
smaller, particularly in racially motivated hate crime. … 
17.46 We’ve all seen the history of hate crime repeat itself time after time: the rise of 
Hitler and the Nazis; we’ve had Oswald Mosley and the British Union of Fascists; the 
National Front; and the BNP … 
Immigrants are being blamed for the squeeze on public services and household incomes 
… this rhetoric has taken the genuine concern about terrorism, and laid the blame on all 
Muslims without recognising the peaceful beliefs central to Islam. Migrants have been 
blamed for the lack of job security and decent paid jobs for lower skilled workers …  It’s 
against this backdrop … that some people have let their frustration and anger about the 
situation in which they are finding themselves spill over into abuse and harassment of 
people with different backgrounds from themselves. They feel that they’ve been given a 
licence to act. … 
In the days after hate crime or terror attacks, we see an up-swelling of support and 
solidarity for people affected. When we see the worst side of humanity, it’s heartening 
that we also see the best side of humanity stepping forward to show it’s stronger and 
louder. I put it to you … that amplifying and growing these positive messages is one of 
the best ways to prevent hate crime. … 
There is no direct weblink to the debate, but the full transcript is the last item at  
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-
home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=4303&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#488110  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Equality and Human Rights Committee  

It is not Cool to be Cruel: Prejudice based bullying and harassment of children and 
young people in schools 
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Equal_Opps/Inquiries/EHRiC_5th_Report_2017_SP_Pap
er_185.pdf 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Debate 

Israel and Palestine Talks 
col 1224 The Minister for the Middle East (Alistair Burt): … A just and lasting 
settlement between Israelis and Palestinians that resolves the elements of conflict 
between them and delivers peace for all their peoples is long overdue and desired by 
friends of both all over the world. A lasting peace between the Israelis and Palestinians 
will only come about through a two-state solution negotiated between the parties, and 
that is the United Kingdom’s position. … 

 

Nadhim Zahawi (Conservative): … One of the views in the middle east region is that 
[failure  to  reach  a deal]  is in part  because  Hamas  can  never  agree with Abu Mazen.  
 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=4303&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#488110
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/pages/rop.aspx?meetingid=4303&assembly=5&c=Record%20of%20Proceedings#488110
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Equal_Opps/Inquiries/EHRiC_5th_Report_2017_SP_Paper_185.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Equal_Opps/Inquiries/EHRiC_5th_Report_2017_SP_Paper_185.pdf
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Indeed, some will say that Hamas does not want a peace deal because it does not suit 
their interests. …  

 

Alistair Burt: … There are many blockages on the way to peace, and a number of them 
will come up during the course of this debate. Hamas’s inability to accept the existence of 
the state of Israel is plainly one of them… 

 

col 1225 Oliver Dowden: … many of my constituents were deeply upset and offended to 
see the flag of Hezbollah flying on the streets of London at the recent al-Quds rally. What 
can the Government do to stop this representation of a Jew-hating terrorist organisation? 
… 

 

Alistair Burt: … The military arm of Hezbollah is proscribed in the United Kingdom and 
we have no contact with its political wing. I saw the pictures of flags belonging to 
Hezbollah that portrayed arms and had a little sticker that was designed to deflect legal 
action. I am not acting as a lawyer here, and I do not know whether carrying those flags 
with that sticker is against the law—that is a matter for the courts. … 
col 1226  I continue to welcome President Abbas’s commitment to a two-state solution. It 
is important that the Palestinian leadership should engage with determination and create 
the conditions for success. … 
We … must also recognise the damage that the division between Hamas and the 
Palestinian Authority does to the Palestinian body politic. Ultimately, it is the innocent 
people of Gaza who have suffered from a decade of Hamas administration. … 
col 1227 On the Israeli side, it is important that the Government of Israel reaffirm their 
commitment to a two-state solution. Every Israeli Prime Minister since Ehud Barak in the 
1990s has advocated a two-state solution as the only way to permanently end the Arab-
Israeli conflict and to preserve Israel’s Jewish and democratic identity. However, there 
are now differences of opinion within Israeli society … 
The United Kingdom’s view is clear and unchanged: settlement building seriously 
undermines the prospects of two states for two peoples. … 
The people of Israel deserve to live free from the threat of terrorism and anti-Semitic 
incitement, but it has long been our position that settlement activity is illegal and that it 
undermines the viability of two states for two peoples. We are gravely concerned that an 
increase in the pace of settlement construction in East Jerusalem and the west bank 
presents a strategic threat to a peaceful resolution of this conflict. … 
col 1228 Leaving Gaza, for example, has not brought the swap of land for peace that the 
Israeli Government intended when they left. Courageous acts sometimes do not occur 
because they may make the situation worse. The outside world needs to assist in the 
building of trust, so that those courageous acts can be taken. … 
col 1229 I wish to recognise that this is the centenary of the Balfour declaration. This is a 
part of our history that divides opinion in this country and in the region, and we will treat it 
sensitively. I do not think it is incompatible to be proud of the UK’s role in the creation of 
the state of Israel and yet to feel sadness that the long-standing issues between the 
relative communities created by it have not yet been resolved. It was a historic statement 
and the UK is proud of its role in the creation of Israel, but it is unfinished business and, 
accordingly, in this centenary year we are especially focused on encouraging the Israelis 
and the Palestinians to take steps that will bring them closer to peace. … 

 

col 1231 Oliver Dowden (Conservative): … a great many of my constituents, many of 
whom are Jewish, are deeply worried and troubled by the prospect of someone who 
aspires to be the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom describing those two Jew-hating 
terrorist organisations as his friends. … 

 

col 1234 Emily Thornberry (Labour): … Whether it is the horrific phenomenon of 
Palestinians randomly attacking Israeli civilians and security staff with knives, or ramming 
them with vehicles, leaving dozens dead or injured, and creating a dread that we in this 
country well understand, particularly after the attack on London Bridge; or whether it is 
the acts of indiscriminate terror, or the record number of Palestinians who last year, 
without process or explanation,  were forcibly  evicted from their  homes  in the  occupied  
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territories, in many cases to make way for new and illegal Israeli settlements, whatever 
the actions taken, no matter which is objectively worse, no matter who started it and no 
matter what ludicrous justifications anyone can offer, the truth is that all these actions are 
simply contributing to and worsening the same vicious cycle of violence and extremism, a 
vicious cycle that can never lead us towards peace. …  
What are the Government doing to bring the cycle of violence to an end? What steps is 
the Minister taking with Palestinian leaders with regard to: ending and condemning all the 
acts of terrorist violence against Israel, whether using knives, vehicles or rockets; ending 
and condemning all incitement to violence, including their own; and, at long last, 
recognising the state of Israel’s right to exist? What pressure is he also putting on the 
Israeli Government to end the forced displacement of Palestinians from their homes, to 
end the building of new settlements and to commit to the dismantling of existing ones? 
Ultimately, what are they doing to end the blockade of the occupied territories and allow 
the Palestinian people to find permanent homes and proper jobs? … 
col 1237 If Britain were to recognise the Palestinian state, it would be an opportunity for 
us to play honest broker and to challenge the Palestinians to ensure that their leaders 
behave in a statespersonlike way, as their people need them to behave if they are to be 
a state and in order to look to the future. … 
 I mentioned the 100th anniversary of the Balfour declaration, but this is also the year 
when we mark the 50th anniversaries of two equally significant moments in middle east 
history: the six-day war, and the Israeli occupation of Gaza and the west bank. Just as 
the consequences of Balfour’s letter are still with us 100 years on, the consequences of 
events in 1967 are equally alive today. They are alive in the justifiable fears that every 
Israeli citizen shares whenever they hear denials of Israel’s right to exist, whenever they 
hear air-raid sirens warning of rocket attacks, and whenever they hear the latest reports 
of cowardly terror attacks on ordinary Israeli citizens. The consequences are also with us 
in the anger and unfairness that has been felt by many Palestinian people since 1967, 
with their children growing up in poverty and deprivation, their homes bulldozed to make 
way for ever more illegal settlements, and their futures offering just more of the same. … 

 

col 1239 Crispin Blunt (Conservative): … Like many in my generation, I grew up 
learning about the horror of the holocaust and the building of a brave democratic state in 
Israel, which was assailed on all sides by its Arab neighbours. There was a sense of 
moral authority about the setting up of this state, following the appalling events in Jewish 
history in Europe over the previous 1,000 years or so. I hope that out of the talks that 
need to happen now, we can find a way to restore the specialness of the Israeli story and 
the moral purpose of the state of Israel. I think we all have expectations of the state of 
Israel—that she will aspire to the highest possible standards—but the way in which the 
conflict and policy have developed makes it very difficult for her to achieve them. … 

 

col 1242 Patrick Grady (SNP): … [Security Council resolution 2334] calls for 
“immediate steps to prevent all acts of violence against civilians, including acts of terror, 
as well as all acts of provocation and destruction”. 
That clearly applies to indiscriminate rocket attacks against targets in Israel. However, 
the resolution also makes clear the responsibility of Israel, as the occupying power, to 
respect international law and the protection of civilians, and it condemns “the 
construction and expansion of settlements, transfer of Israeli settlers, confiscation of 
land, demolition of homes and displacement of Palestinian civilians”. …  
col 1243 What steps are the Government taking to ensure that this country will adhere to 
the UN Security Council’s demand that, in international relations, states make a 
distinction between Israel and the occupied territories? … 
Under no circumstances are attacks on or abuse of the Jewish people, or any kind of 
manifestation of anti-Semitism, acceptable. Anti-Semitism should be named as such and 
condemned. That applies to violence and extremism in any form, whether directed at 
Palestinian, Israeli, Jewish or Muslim communities. … 

 

col 1244 Theresa Villiers (Conservative):  …  despite  the  existential threats that Israel  
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has so often faced, it is a liberal, pluralist democracy committed to working for a peaceful 
settlement with its neighbours. It is also a multi-ethnic, multi-faith democracy. Unlike 
many other countries in the middle east, Israel fully protects the rights of women, and the 
rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people, which we should celebrate. 
Trade between our two countries is at a record high, and I urge the Government to 
oppose the campaign for boycotts and divestment, which too often is used try to 
delegitimise the state of Israel. …  
It is shocking that as many as 25 Palestinian schools are named after terrorists. An 
estimated £84 million is paid annually to convicted terrorists, with higher salaries given to 
those who have killed more people. One can only imagine the hurt and outcry that would 
occur if that happened in relation to someone responsible for a terrorist attack in the UK. 
It emerged yesterday that President Abbas has vowed never to stop these hateful 
payments, which is something that I strongly condemn. I hope that other Members on 
both sides of the House will condemn that, too. …  
col 1245 In June 2016, a 13-year-old Israeli, Hallel Yaffa Ariel, was murdered as she 
slept. The 17-year-old terrorist who killed her was subsequently praised on Fatah’s 
official Facebook page. In a TV interview in September 2015, President Abbas declared: 
“We welcome every drop of blood spilled in Jerusalem”. 
His Fatah party have praised Dalal Mughrabi as a “bride of Palestine”. She was 
responsible for killing 37 Israelis, including 12 children, in one of the most despicable 
attacks in Israel’s history. … 
I urge the Government to do away with the artificial distinction between the political and 
paramilitary parts of Hezbollah and proscribe the whole organisation. … 

 

col 1247 Richard Burden (Labour): … We have never said—no one has ever said—that 
recognition of Israel should be a matter of negotiation. Israel is recognised as a matter of 
right, and quite rightly so, but if we believe in even-handedness between Israel and 
Palestinians, that same right must apply to Palestinians. It is time, on the 100th 
anniversary of the Balfour declaration, to fulfil what the House voted for on 13 October 
2014 and recognise the state of Palestine. … 

 

col 1251 Chris Davis (Conservative): … Israel has released Palestinian prisoners who 
are guilty of committing deadly terror attacks as part of the Palestinian demands for the 
resumption of peace talks, but I join Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and the 
international community in calling for a return to negotiations without preconditions. … 
However, the ideological division between Hamas and the Palestinian Authority concerns 
me more than the issue of land. Any peace agreement at this time would only be formed 
between Israel and the Palestinian Authority in the west bank, leaving Gaza isolated from 
a Palestinian state. Yet Israel stands in the middle of the two parties, in more ways than 
one. Recently, the Palestinian Authority announced that it would no longer pay the full 
electricity bill for Gaza, where electricity is provided by Israel. The reasoning behind the 
decision is widely seen as a means of exerting pressure on Hamas to relinquish its hold 
on Gaza. Accordingly, Israel has begun reducing electricity and is now vilified by the 
international community—this is illustrative of the entire Gaza crisis. … 

 

col 1253 Stephen Kinnock (Labour): … Currently, we see an Israel in clinical denial, 
sipping cappuccino on the lip of the volcano, and a Palestine in clinical despair, with an 
acute sense that politics is incapable of delivering a solution. … 

 

John Howell (Conservative): …  My noble Friend Lord Polak made a typically 
interesting contribution. He pointed out that in 1948 there were 726,000 Palestinians 
refugees, and 856,000 Jewish refugees living in Arab lands, yet since then the UN’s 
focus has been solely on the Palestinians. He pointed to the more than 170 resolutions, 
the 13 UN agencies created or mandated to look after the Palestinian issue and the 
billions of dollars that have been provided to the Palestinians. … 
col 1254 No peace agreement will be able to guarantee peace in the medium to long 
term if a generation of Palestinians are growing up indoctrinated to hate Israel and the 
Jews. The Palestinian  Authority’s failure to deliver  on its commitment  to end  incitement  
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and hate education explicitly undermines the principles and conditions on which the 
peace process is built. … 

 

col 1255 Joan Ryan (Labour): … I again ask Ministers to establish an independent 
inquiry into how our aid money can best support a two-state solution. There are a great 
many Palestinians and Israelis who genuinely wish to foster a culture of peace. I have 
met many of them, especially in the inspiring co-existence projects such as Middle East 
Entrepreneurs of Tomorrow, OneVoice and the Parents Circle Families Forum. Those 
organisations bring together Israelis and Palestinians in a spirit of peace and 
reconciliation. That is why I urge the Government to reverse their elimination of UK 
support for co-existence projects and back the establishment of an international fund for 
Israeli-Palestinian peace to give this vital work the investment it needs today. 
In only the past couple of days, the co-existence fund has received the support of the 
Board of Deputies and the Jewish Leadership Council. It would be a very positive move. 
By supporting civil society projects that establish strong constituencies for peace in Israel 
and Palestine, we have a chance to help build the foundations of trust, co-operation and 
co-existence on which any lasting settlement must be constructed. … 

 

col 1257 Louise Ellman (Labour): … The Jewish and Palestinian people are entitled to 
self-determination. Zionism is the movement for Jewish self-determination in the state of 
Israel, and it derives from a centuries-old Jewish attachment to, and living in, the middle 
east, in what is now the state of Israel. I abhor the use in certain quarters of the term 
“Zionism” as a term of abuse; that must be stopped, and it must be stopped wherever it 
comes from. … 

 

col 1259 Ross Thomson (Conservative):  … I am deeply concerned by Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions protests in my constituency. They have been actively trying to 
drive an Israeli cosmetics counter out of business, holding it unfairly accountable for 
Government policy by assuming that the Israeli Government represent the views of every 
Israeli citizen. In Aberdeen, poisonous and divisive banners stating, “Anti-Semitism is a 
crime, Anti-Zionism is a duty”, have been displayed while handing out unfounded 
propaganda. This is wholly unacceptable, and it serves to polarise the debate, undermine 
community relations, undermine peace efforts and increase tensions. … 

 

col 1260 Joanna Cherry (SNP): I also want to say something about the son of friends of 
my constituent Carol Morton, who is the director of development at Palcrafts and Hadeel 
Palestinian fair trade shop in Edinburgh, a Church of Scotland-run organisation that 
supports Palestinian fair trade. This young man was lifted several months ago for 
allegedly throwing two stones. He has been in custody since then, and his parents have 
got visits only as a result of Red Cross intervention. His name is Wadea Badawi, and his 
parents are Lousi and Mohammed. On one occasion when they visited him, his legs 
were tied, his head was shaved and he had been beaten. This young man has not been 
found guilty of anything, and that is how he is being treated. Even if his case comes to a 
resolution at its much-delayed next trial date on 16 July, he will not be released until the 
autumn. 
Does the Minister really believe that an Israeli military court that behaves in such a 
fashion, and that has a conviction rate of just short of 100%, is one that can command 
the confidence of the international community? … 

 

col 1262 Andy Slaughter (Labour): … there have been three attacks by the IDF, one of 
the most powerful armies in the world, on the civilian population of Gaza, with thousands 
of people killed. I condemn all atrocities on either side—deaths and injuries on either side 
are appalling—but I wish we could have some recognition from the Members who have 
spoken in graphic terms about individual acts of terrorism of the thousands of people who 
have been killed in Gaza over the past 10 years, many of them children. … 

 

col 1264 Jim Shannon (DUP): … Israel celebrates democracy, has a liberal and open 
society, and protects the rights of all its minorities. It is a goal of mine to see other 
countries throughout the world reach the level of protection afforded to all who live in 
Israel.   It  is  telling  that  up  to  200,000   Arabs  who  did  not  flee   during  the  war   of  
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independence in 1948 were absorbed into Israeli society as equal citizens. Their 
descendants make up Israel’s 1.7 million-strong Arab minority today. Israel is the only 
country in the region with an increasing Christian population. It stands as an oasis of 
religious freedom in the middle east. 
In the west bank, 15% of the population were Christian in 1950. Christians make up only 
2% of the population today. Under Hamas in Gaza, Christians face hostile treatment and 
the population is in steady decline. … 

 

col 1266 Wes Streeting (Labour): … Let us put ourselves in the shoes of the Israelis. 
This country knows what it is like to experience the threat of terrorism and political 
violence. Israel has a right to defend itself and its citizens, whether from rocket attacks, 
incitement to deadly violence and suicide bombings against Israelis, or from those who 
would gladly see the world’s only Jewish state wiped from the map. … 
col 1267 If I were a young Palestinian growing up on the west bank or in Gaza, what 
hope would I have? Where would I look to, with any sense of optimism that one day I 
could live freely in a state of my own, able to exercise democratic rights or travel the 
world as any young person in this country could? 
This is the greatest tragedy of all. As I said earlier, Israel has a proud history as a 
democratic state, but the policies of its Government are the greatest weapon—the 
greatest tool—that its opponents could have, striking as they do at the heart of Israel’s 
proud tradition as an independent democratic state. … 

 

col 1269 Tracy Brabin (Labour): … Israeli people continue to live in fear of violence, 
bombs fall on Gaza—as they did again this week—Palestinians are still living in fear of 
their homes and communities being occupied with no notice, and thousands of 
Palestinians are still being held in Israeli prisons, many without charge. … 
Recognising Palestine as a state gives moral and political support to moderate 
Palestinian voices pushing back against violent extremists … 
Generations on both sides simply cannot continue to be brought up witnessing the 
brutality of war, fearing for their lives, and stressed and anxious about the future. … More 
than anything, children should have the right to a childhood, to be a child, to play, to learn 
and to be happy.  

 

col 1273 Alistair Burt: … Overall, although the sympathies of colleagues for one side or 
another were occasionally clear, it was rare that those sympathies were not expressed 
without a recognition that there were issues on both sides. … 
In relation to the Occupied Palestinian Territories, the UK has provided £349 million-
worth of support for Palestinian development from 2011 to 2015, and a further £72 million 
in 2015-16. I do not see any suggestion that that is going to change or falter. … 
If there is one place that we could say stands for the very reason this conflict must come 
to an end, it would be Gaza. The hon. Member for Ilford North asked what a young 
Palestinian thinks about their future, but what does the young Israeli soldier think when 
they are standing on the border of Lebanon and being involved in the west bank? What 
do they think of their chances of ensuring that their children no longer have to defend the 
state of Israel in the way they feel committed to do. … 
We have to work with international partners and will continue to engage with those in 
Israel who are seeking such a solution. We recognise the concerns of those in Israel who 
fear for their security, and they are right to do so, as we have heard. We know well about 
the random attacks and the fears that have affected the people of Israel. Equally, there 
will be no ultimate lasting peace unless the hand is reached out and this time grasped by 
those on the other side, both in Gaza and on the west bank, to make something of this. 
… I do not promise an answer, but I do promise an effort. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-07-05/debates/7F795C5C-3E77-479E-
949D-22EA6599F419/IsraelAndPalestinianTalks  
 
 
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-07-05/debates/7F795C5C-3E77-479E-949D-22EA6599F419/IsraelAndPalestinianTalks
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-07-05/debates/7F795C5C-3E77-479E-949D-22EA6599F419/IsraelAndPalestinianTalks
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House of Lords Debate 

Balfour Declaration Centenary 
col 948 Lord Turnberg (Labour): … Arthur Balfour would have despaired to know that, 
100 years after the British Government’s declaration bearing his name, the Arabs and 
Jews had still not settled their differences over who has the right to what he described as 
a “small notch of land” that the Arabs could not possibly begrudge, given their vast 
Arabian Middle East. There remains considerable controversy both about the declaration 
itself and about its significance. There are still those who believe that it was the biggest 
error of judgment that a world power could make, while there are many others who 
believe it was the most magnanimous gesture by an imperial nation for an oppressed 
people. … 
And here is the surprise: the wider Arab leadership were at first very favourably disposed 
to the Jewish influx, modest though it was at the time, into what they regarded as a small, 
neglected corner of Arabia. They had welcomed the Jews as their brethren—there was a 
written agreement between Prince Faisal and Chaim Weizmann saying as much—and 
the daily newspaper in Mecca wrote of the two branches of the Semitic family, Arab and 
Jew, who understood each other. It was only when the Grand Sharif Hussein and his son 
in Mecca realised that they had been duped by the British and French that all that 
sweetness and light melted away. … 
We should celebrate the fact that we in Britain provided the foundations of a democratic 
state in a part of the world where democracy is in very short supply. I like to think that, 
despite the problems that have to be overcome if we are to see a just and peaceful 
resolution of Israel’s differences with the Palestinians, Britain should celebrate the fact 
that it was instrumental in providing the foundation of this democracy, where religious 
and ethnic differences are fully tolerated, the only Middle East state where the number of 
Christians has risen, where gay parades are a feature of life—indeed, the current British 
Ambassador to Israel was able to mount a float in a recent gay parade in Tel Aviv—and 
where 17 members of the Knesset, a supreme court judge, many academics, doctors 
and professionals of all sorts are all Arab, to say nothing of its leading place in science, 
technology, medicine, the arts and commerce. … 

 

col 951 Baroness Sheehan (Liberal Democrat): … to mark the centenary of the Balfour 
Declaration, our Government must address the appalling humanitarian situation there, 
pressure Israel to stop changing the map of the Occupied Territories and progress a two-
state solution. … 
Let me end with something that really impressed me. It is young Jewish people 
themselves who are documenting human rights abuses, so that others in Israel can know 
what is being done in their name. They tell me that they are doing it because creating a 
home for Jews while violating international standards of human rights demeans their 
proud religion. They want no part of it, and nor should we. 

 

col 952 Lord Warner (Crossbench): … The Balfour Declaration has created endless 
misery for generations of Palestinians, with millions displaced. Those who remain are 
prisoners in their own land and forced to watch continuing illegal land confiscation. Gaza 
is a collective prison on the cusp of a humanitarian disaster. The West Bank has been 
occupied militarily for 50 years, with Palestinians daily victims of serious breaches of 
human rights and international law tantamount to war crimes. 
The declaration and its aftermath are among the most shameful in our history. In the 
USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand where indigenous people have been 
mistreated, Governments have apologised and tried to make reparations. We have done 
nothing similar for the Palestinians, despite failing to protect them under our mandate. No 
British Government are willing to apologise to the Palestinians, recognise an independent 
Palestinian state or support proper deterrents to further land confiscation. … 

 

col 953 The Lord Bishop of Chester: … In marking the Balfour Declaration, we are 
marking more than just the success — and it is a great success — of the modern State of  
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Israel, but we also need to acknowledge the difficult history of Palestine since 1948. In 
part, it is because the United Nations did not properly oversee and own the 
consequences of its resolutions. The British, too, essentially walked away and watched 
the conflict between Jewish settlers and their neighbours develop. The necessary 
peacekeeping force and, indeed, money to ease the issues of displacement and 
resettlement were not put in place—and, frankly, the rest is history. … 

 

col 955 Lord Palmer of Childs Hill (Liberal Democrat): … The final phrase of the 
declaration says that nothing shall be done to harm, “the rights and political status”, of 
Jews “in any other country”. Sadly, since 1948 more than 800,000 Jews were expelled 
from Arab lands in the Middle East and north Africa, the majority finding refuge in Israel. 
Non-Jewish citizens of Israel are guaranteed equal rights under law. They make up 20% 
of Israel’s population. They can vote and in the Knesset the Arab List is the third-largest 
party bloc. Israel is the only country in the region where it is safe to be an apostate, gay 
or indeed to be Christian. 
There were large Jewish communities in Syria, now down to 18 people. In Iraq they are 
now down to 13 people. Egypt has gone from 80,000 down to just six people. In Jordan it 
is down to none. In Libya the last Jews left in 2003. In Lebanon almost if not all Jews 
have fled. Then there is Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco. 
There is still work to do to carve out a lasting peace in the Middle East, but we should 
none the less celebrate our role in supporting self-determination for the Jewish people 
and the remarkable country Israel has become. 

 

col 955 Baroness Deech (Crossbench): … The Arabs who stayed in Israel are now 
20% of the population, 17 members of the Knesset, judges, university professors and 
army officers, with equal rights. But 800,000 Jews were driven from Middle Eastern 
states in the aftermath of the creation of Israel, most of whom were resettled in Israel—
unlike the deliberate abandonment of the Palestinian refugees, rejected by the countries 
in which they are resident and kept as supplicants and pawns by the UNRWA and other 
Arab nations. Before the establishment of Israel, there were hundreds of thousands of 
Jews in Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, Iraq and Libya. Where are they now? They are all gone, 
bar a handful—cleansed and expelled in defiance of the Balfour Declaration. 
What do we regret and what do we celebrate? We regret that Israel was not established 
10 years earlier, which would have largely prevented the Holocaust. We regret the 1939 
White Paper, which all but halted Jewish immigration to Palestine when most needed. 
We regret that anti-Semitism continues to thrive, often in the guise of anti-Zionism—an 
extraordinary phenomenon when one considers that there is no anti-Turkeyism, anti-
Chinaism or anti-Saudiism, to quote but a few egregious examples of repression of the 
population. 
We celebrate self-determination for the Jewish people after thousands of years of 
dispersal and persecution. We celebrate the miraculous success of Israel; its world 
leadership in innovation; its 13 Nobel Prize winners; its development of everything from 
the Intel processor to the five-minute cell phone charger, from radiation-free X-rays to 
desalination of sea-water, from genetic counselling for the Bedouin to the epilator; its 
diversity and freedom of speech. It has liberated Jews and given them pride and shown 
what a persecuted people can do when given control over their own destiny in a tiny 
state. … 

 

col 959 Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale (Labour): … Britain can rightly be very proud of 
the Balfour Declaration, which well deserves a happy and dignified celebration of its 
100th anniversary, which I hope Her Majesty’s Government will fully participate in and 
encourage. 

 

col 959 Baroness Hussein-Ece (Liberal Democrat): … The Balfour Declaration has 
shaped the Palestinian experience and the wider Arab world. It has contributed to the 
disregard for the rights of the Palestinian people and is a document whose legacy 
continues to have devastating consequences for the Palestinians, Arab Muslims and 
Christians — who  are  infrequently  referred  to — 5 million of whom are living displaced,  
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mostly in poverty, around the Middle East.  
The disregard continues today, with what has become an increasing charade of the 
“peace process”, which allows Israel to continue its expropriation of Palestinian land and 
expansion of illegal settlements, while stating its pursuit of “peace”. We all know that 
there is no current prospect of a peace plan or possibility of a two-state solution on the 
horizon—let us be honest about this. 
The injustices are legion: more than 300 structures in the occupied West Bank were 
demolished by the Israeli authorities in 2016 alone, many part-funded by the EU or 
international NGOs. … 
We should mark the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration, but there is no cause for 
celebration in my view and that of millions around the world, particularly in the Middle 
East. I ask the Minister whether she agrees with the respected journalist, Robert Fisk, 
who wrote: 
“The British have grown used to apologising—for the British empire, for the slave trade, 
for the Irish famine. So why not for Balfour?”. 

 

col 960 Lord Sacks (Crossbench): … My Lords, the Balfour Declaration in 1917 was a 
significant moment in history for three reasons. First, it was a momentous reversal of 
imperialism. It gave back to the Jewish people the home that had been seized by empire 
after empire: Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks and Romans, and the Christian 
and Muslim empires that fought one another for centuries for control of the Jewish land. 
Secondly, what eventually became the State of Israel was the only non-artificial creation 
among a host of artificial states, among them Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Libya, 
which had never been states before and thus still exist in a condition of ethnic, religious 
and tribal strife. Only Israel had previously existed as a nation state, which it had done 
3,000 and 2,000 years ago. 
Thirdly, it was a brave, if failed, attempt to prevent what later became clear at the Evian 
conference in 1938, when the Jewish people, facing what Hitler called Vernichtung—
extermination—had not one square inch they could call “home” in the sense defined by 
the poet Robert Frost as the place where, when you have to go there, they have to let 
you in. No people should lack a home: not Palestinians and not Jews. That is why it is 
tragic that a century after the Balfour Declaration, significant groups still seek to deny the 
Jewish people a home, among them Iran, and Hezbollah and Hamas—two groups that 
the leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition has in the past called “friends”. Friends of 
violence and terror, yes. Friends of humanity, no. 
It is shameful that the Jewish people still have to fight for the right to exist in the land that 
for 33 centuries they have called home. Yet, constantly threatened though they are by 
missiles, terror and de-legitimation, they have achieved so much in science, medicine, 
technology and humanitarian aid that I urge Her Majesty’s Government to acknowledge 
the State of Israel as testimony to the power of hope to triumph over hate. … 

 

col 962 Baroness Altmann (Conservative): … Israel has shown its good faith and 
proved it wants peace. It returned huge swathes of land to Egypt in 1979. It has made 
peace with Jordan. In 2005, Israel unilaterally withdrew from Gaza. It has dismantled 
settlements. It offered peace to the Palestinians several times since 2000, but sadly has 
had no reliable partner with which to negotiate peace. The Palestinians keep trying to 
make war with Israel, not peace. If one side refuses to talk peace and does not even 
acknowledge the right of the other party to exist, how is a two-state solution to be 
achieved? … 

 

col 963 Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated): … a debate in which we are allowed only two 
minutes to express our thoughts about a declaration made by our Government 100 years 
ago, which led to 50 years of suffering, brutal occupation and the illegal confiscation of 
Palestinian land, is an insult to Palestinian people all over the world. … 
We need our Government to take some action against the Israeli Government before the 
two-state solution is dead. But if they refuse to take any action … we the people must 
continue the boycott of Israel’s goods and services, and we will do so, just as we did with  
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South Africa to end apartheid. 
But more needs to be done. I must express some anger towards the Palestinian leaders. 
The leaders of the Palestinian Authority act as the Government of Israel’s puppets, and 
we should withdraw aid from the Palestinian Authority until new elections are held 
throughout the West Bank and Gaza, with a guarantee from us that we will recognise the 
result of a democratic election process—whoever wins—which is what we did not do last 
time. 

 

col 964 Lord Grade of Yarmouth (Conservative): … Zionism is the right of the Jewish 
people to self-determination and is right at the heart of the Balfour Declaration. However, 
sadly, in some quarters the term has become a proxy for anti-Semitism. … 
there are those critics of Israel who by their silence on the terror inflicted by Hezbollah On 
16 June two Palestinians, unprovoked, attacked Israeli police officers in Jerusalem with 
guns and knives, while a third stabbed to death Border Police Staff Sergeant Hadas 
Malka, aged 23. The BBC’s headline on its news website was: “Three Palestinians killed 
after deadly stabbing in Jerusalem”. The BBC eventually changed its headline to: “Israeli 
policewoman stabbed to death in Jerusalem”. The BBC accepted its mistake and 
subsequently changed it. Of course, I am not accusing BBC journalists of anti-Semitism 
but this example demonstrates the drip-drip effect of unqualified, uncontextualised 
singling out of Israel for criticism. … 

 

col 968 Baroness Goldie (Conservative): … The United Kingdom is a close friend of 
Israel. Our excellent bilateral relationship is built on decades of co-operation across a 
range of fields, from education and hi-tech research to business, arts and culture. At the 
same time, we are a long-standing partner of the Palestinian Authority, committed to 
supporting the rights of Palestinians and helping them to build a state. … 
I reassure my noble friend Lord Polak that Her Majesty’s Government intend to mark the 
centenary of the Balfour Declaration with pride. The Prime Minister has extended an 
invitation to Prime Minister Netanyahu to come to the UK as a guest of the Government 
in November, although the programme for his visit has not yet been finalised. … 
While the UK is proud of its role in the creation of Israel, we recognise that the Balfour 
Declaration should have called for the protection of the political rights of non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine, particularly their right to self-determination. … The 
Government are conscious of the sensitivities surrounding the declaration and the events 
that have taken place in the region since 1917 … 
We continue to support a negotiated settlement based on 1967 borders with agreed land 
swaps, with Jerusalem as the shared capital and with a just, fair and agreed settlement 
for refugees. That would mean a safe and secure Israel living alongside a viable and 
sovereign Palestinian state. … 
This June marked the 50th anniversary of the occupation. It is high time we saw a just 
and lasting peace agreement that ends the occupation and delivers peace for both 
Israelis and Palestinians. To reach that goal, both parties must take steps to build an 
environment conducive to fresh negotiations. … 
We have repeatedly condemned settlement announcements as contrary to international 
law, but we also recognise that settlements are not the only barrier to peace. The July 
2016 quartet report shows that the terrorist attacks and anti-Semitic incitement suffered 
by the people of Israel also gravely undermine the prospect of a two-state solution. … 
The noble Baroness, Lady Deech, rightly condemned anti-Semitism—as we all do in this 
Chamber; we should be ceaseless in our condemnation of that conduct. … 
In conclusion, the United Kingdom is proud of its role in the creation of Israel, and we will 
therefore mark the centenary of the Balfour Declaration with pride. However, we also 
recognise the impact that the declaration has had on the Palestinian people—in 
particular, the omission of a reference to the protection of the political rights of non-
Jewish communities in Palestine. We remain committed to encouraging both sides to 
revitalise the peace process. International action has an important role to play. 
Ultimately, however, an agreement can be achieved only  by direct  negotiation  between  
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the parties. Only the Israelis and Palestinians can bring about the lasting peace that their 
people seek and that is long overdue. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-07-05/debates/DCF775D5-FC7A-497A-A713-
EE1746890C7E/BalfourDeclarationCentenary  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Railways 
Jim Shannon (DUP) [1526] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what discussions his Department has had with the Government 
of Israel on realising the potential rail link between Israel and Saudi Arabia via Jordan. 

Alistair Burt: The British Government has not had any discussions with the Israeli 
authorities on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-27/1526/  
 

Palestinians: Radicalism 
Ian Paisley (DUP) [2203] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what steps she is taking to ensure that aid to the Palestinian Authority is not used to 
promote radicalisation. 

Alistair Burt: UK funding to the Palestinian Authority is only used to help to pay 
the salaries of health and education public servants on a vetted list. This enables 
around 25,000 young Palestinians to get an education, provides up to 3,700 
immunisations for children, and around 185,000 medical consultations annually. 
UK support to the Palestinian Authority is governed by a Memorandum of 
Understanding, which includes the Palestinian Authority’s commitment to uphold 
the principle of non-violence. The UK government deplores any act of incitement 
to violence and does not hesitate to raise concerns with the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-06-29/2203/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

131 Richard Burden (Labour): 50th Anniversary of the occupation of West Bank, 
Gaza, and Golan Heights – That this House notes that June 2017 marked 50 years 
since the Six Day War of 1967 and the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem and Gaza, as well as the Golan Heights; further notes that a system of military 
rule over areas of the West Bank has made way for the construction of Israeli 
settlements, with over 600,000 people in around 200 illegal settlements, and that in the 
past 50 years some 48,000 Palestinian homes have been demolished; recognises that 
the ongoing military occupation is a barrier to peace and security for all Israelis and 
Palestinians; and therefore calls on the Government to demand an end to the 50-year 
occupation and to recognise the State of Palestine alongside the State of Israel, 
contributing to securing a negotiated two-state solution in line with the resolution passed 
by this House on 13 October 2014. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/131  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Commission 

Data collection in the field of ethnicity: Analysis and comparative review of equality data 
collection practices in the European Union 
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=45791  
 
Legal framework and practice in the EU Member States: Analysis and comparative review 
of equality data collection practices in the European Union 
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=45792  
 
Equality data indicators: Methodological approach Overview per EU Member State 
Technical annex: Analysis and comparative review of equality data collection practices in 
the European Union 
http://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/just/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=45793 
 

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** Note that the closing date for this consultation has been extended from 18 July 2017 
Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Workplace Diversity (Wales) (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wtucdiversity 

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SCO29438 
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