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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Prisoners: Discrimination 
Ellie Reeves (Labour) [10253] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, pursuant to the 
Answer of 12 September 2017 to Question 7019, if he will make it his policy to record 
centrally reports of anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, racism and homophobia in prisons. 

Sam Gyimah: We will consider this alongside our consideration of the 
recommendations of the Lammy Review into Race in the Criminal Justice System. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-12/10253/  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Scotland's People Annual Report: Results from the 2016 Scottish Household Survey 
includes: 
 “religious belonging” (tables 2.3 and 2.7) 
“experiences of discrimination and harassment by sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion, and 
long term physical/mental health condition (table 4.14) 
“reasons for discrimination and harassment” (table 4.15) 
“Religious belonging in Scotland is declining over time – just over a half of adults reported 
that they don’t belong to a religion” 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00525075.pdf 

TOP 

 
 

Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-07861 Liam Kerr (Conservative): Anne Frank Trust UK's Schools and 
Communities Programme – That the Parliament congratulates the Anne Frank Trust 
UK on its  award of £50,000  from the  Big Lottery  Fund,  which will be  used to  deliver a  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-12/10253/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-12/10253/
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00525075.pdf
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schools and communities programme to 19 schools and two community exhibitions in 
Dundee and Glasgow over two years; understands that the tiered programme will reach 
8,700 pupils and consist of an in-school exhibition, workshops, peer education and 
ambassador training; believes that the young people taking part will gain confidence, 
teamwork, leadership and presentation skills, and develop their critical thinking and 
debating ability; considers that this will allow them to become more enterprising and will 
better equip them for leaving school, and wishes the Anne Frank Trust UK 
continued success. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-07861 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1497] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding the detention of 
Palestinian legislative council members. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not raised the issue of the detention 
of Palestinian parliamentarians with the Israeli authorities, we remain concerned 
about Israel’s extensive use of administrative detention which, according to 
international law, should be used only when security makes this absolutely 
necessary rather than as routine practice and as a preventive rather than a 
punitive measure. We continue to call on the Israeli authorities to comply with their 
obligations under international law and either charge or release detainees. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1497/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1498] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding reports that Israeli 
forces have demolished a kindergarten in the Bedouin community of Jabal al-Baba. 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1499] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding reports of the 
confiscation of solar panels that had been donated to the village of Jubbet Al-Dhib. 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1500] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they are making to the government of Israel regarding reports of the 
demolition by Israeli forces of school buildings which were built using EU funds from the 
village of Jub-Ad Dhib. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: I raised the UK’s concerns about the demolitions of 
schools in Area C when I met the Israeli Ambassador on 29 August. The EU 
missions in Jerusalem and Ramallah issued a local statement expressing strong 
concern over recent confiscations, by the Israeli authorities, of Palestinian school 
structures in Bedouin communities in the West Bank. The statement referred to 
confiscation of solar panels in Abu Nuwar (9 August), a kindergarten in Badu el 
Baba (21 August), and the dismantling of an elementary school in the village of 
Jubbet Adh Dhib close to Bethlehem (22 August). Demolitions and evictions of 
Palestinians    from   their    homes   cause   unnecessary   suffering   to   ordinary  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-07861
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-07861
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1497/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1497/
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Palestinians; call into question Israel’s commitment to a viable two-state solution; 
and, in all but the most exceptional of cases, are contrary to International 
Humanitarian Law. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1498/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1499/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1500/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/palestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-west-bank-
and-gaza-
strip_en/31338/Local%20EU%20statement%20on%20recent%20confiscations%20of%2
0school%20structures%20in%20the%20occupied%20West%20Bank  
 

Israel: EU External Relations 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) [HL1514] To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their 
response to the publication in June by the European Council on Foreign Relations of 
Israel's unlawfully prolonged occupation: consequences under an integrated legal 
framework. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While the UK has not made a specific assessment 
of the European Council on Foreign Relations report, it has long been the 
Government's view that Israel's presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
is governed by the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, to which 
Israel is a state party. We repeatedly call on Israel to abide by its obligations 
under international law and have a regular dialogue with Israel on legal issues 
relating to the occupation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1514/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-
/ISRAELS_UNLAWFULLY_PROLONGED_OCCUPATION_ECFR216.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

UN envoy condemns killing of Israeli security personnel by Palestinian in West Bank 
The United Nations envoy for the Israel-Palestine peace efforts has condemned today's 
fatal shooting attack by a Palestinian perpetrator against Israeli security personnel in the 
West Bank, deploring that such an incident undermines the prospect of a peaceful future 
for both sides. 
According to preliminary reports, one Israeli policeman and two security guards were 
killed, and another was seriously injured in the attack that took place this morning in the 
Har Adar settlement in the occupied Palestinian territory. 
“It is deplorable that Hamas and others continue to glorify such attacks, which undermine 
the possibility of a peaceful future for both Palestinians and Israelis. I urge all to condemn 
violence and stand up to terror,” said UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process, Nickolay Mladenov, in a statement. 
He expressed condolences to the families and friends of all victims and wished the 
wounded a full and speedy recovery. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57742#.Wcpj6tMjE5s  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1498/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1498/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1499/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1499/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1500/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1500/
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/palestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-west-bank-and-gaza-strip_en/31338/Local%20EU%20statement%20on%20recent%20confiscations%20of%20school%20structures%20in%20the%20occupied%20West%20Bank
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/palestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-west-bank-and-gaza-strip_en/31338/Local%20EU%20statement%20on%20recent%20confiscations%20of%20school%20structures%20in%20the%20occupied%20West%20Bank
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/palestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-west-bank-and-gaza-strip_en/31338/Local%20EU%20statement%20on%20recent%20confiscations%20of%20school%20structures%20in%20the%20occupied%20West%20Bank
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/palestine-occupied-palestinian-territory-west-bank-and-gaza-strip_en/31338/Local%20EU%20statement%20on%20recent%20confiscations%20of%20school%20structures%20in%20the%20occupied%20West%20Bank
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1514/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1514/
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ISRAELS_UNLAWFULLY_PROLONGED_OCCUPATION_ECFR216.pdf
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ISRAELS_UNLAWFULLY_PROLONGED_OCCUPATION_ECFR216.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57742#.Wcpj6tMjE5s
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Two-State Solution Increasingly Unattainable as Israel Continues Settlement 
Activity at High Rate, Special Coordinator Tells Security Council 
Israel had moved forward with illegal settlement activity at a high rate since late June 
further dashing hopes for a two-State solution, the United Nations top envoy for the 
Middle East peace process told the Security Council today. 
“Continuing settlement expansion, most notably during this period in occupied East 
Jerusalem, is making the two-State solution increasingly unattainable and undermining 
Palestinian belief in international peace efforts,” Special Coordinator Nickolay Mladenov 
told Council members.  Violence against civilians and incitement had also perpetuated 
mutual fear and suspicion, impeding efforts to bridge gaps between the two sides. … 
Violence persisted as one of the main obstacles to resolving the conflict, he underscored, 
adding that, although the reporting period had been characterized by relatively low levels 
of fatalities, several incidents had occurred.  Nineteen Palestinians had been killed in 
attacks, clashes and Israeli military operations.  Further, eight Israelis had been killed in 
clashes and attacks, including three Israeli-Arab perpetrators of the 14 July attacks 
against two Israeli policemen in Jerusalem’s Old City.  In response to the events at the 
Holy Esplanade, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas declared a freeze of all contacts 
with Israel on all levels, including security coordination. 
After three months of quiet, on three separate occasions, Palestinian militants fired 
rockets towards Israel with no injuries reported, he said.  In response, the Israeli Defense 
Forces conducted five airstrikes in Gaza, resulting in three Palestinians being 
injured.  Settler-related violence also continued, with 25 such incidents taking place … 
Punitive demolitions also persisted, while the space for civil society and freedom of 
expression continued to shrink. … 
Israeli officials continued to use provocative rhetoric in support of settlement expansion, 
he said.  Other senior Israeli politicians made repeated calls for annexation of the West 
Bank, with one member of the Knesset expressing his desire to “destroy” hopes for 
Palestinian statehood. … 
The Jenin agreement was an important first step towards a comprehensive Israeli-
Palestinian power purchasing agreement that would lead to greater Palestinian energy 
autonomy, he said.  While all initiatives to improve the Palestinian economy were 
welcome, much more needed to be done to support the political process aimed at 
establishing Palestinian statehood.  … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13003.doc.htm 
 

 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Human Rights Council holds general debate on the human rights situation in 
Palestine and other occupied Arab territories 
… speakers stressed their support for the Palestinian people and called on the 
international community to take action to stop Israeli violations against them and to 
ensure a two-State solution.  They said the protracted conflict had taken a heavy toll on 
the livelihoods of people in the region, and Israel was in contravention of international 
law.  Reports of serious human rights violations and grave breaches of international 
human rights and humanitarian law in the occupied Palestinian territories, where the 
Israeli settlement activities seriously endangered the viability of the two-State solution … 
Israel was not present in the room to take the floor as a concerned country. … 
State of Palestine, speaking as a concerned country, expressed strong dismay at Israel’s 
boycott of item 7 on the human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab 
territories, underlining that Israel refused to comply with its international obligations and 
that it had continued with its colonial policy and daily attacks against Palestinians for over 
50 years.   Israel continued its abuses,  arbitrary detentions,  ethnic cleansing, stealing of  
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sc13003.doc.htm
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land and natural resources, imposing sieges, building settlements, attacks on religious 
leaders and places, and carrying out raids and assassinations.  Israel carried out forcible 
displacement of Palestinians which threatened their survival in certain neighbourhoods of 
Jerusalem.  Among its provocative actions, Israel had plans for the building of four new 
settlements.  The State of Palestine called on the international community to take serious 
measures to deter Israel and to prevent its settlement plans.  All those who imported 
products from the Israeli settlements grossly violated international law.  The Gaza Strip 
continued to suffer from the 10-year blockade, which amounted to collective punishment 
against two million Palestinians.  
Syria, speaking as a concerned country, noted that the people of the occupied Syrian 
Golan were victims of violations committed by the occupying Israeli power, which stole 
natural resources and prevented Syrians from making their livelihoods.  Syria called on 
the international community to put an end to that practice, and warned that Israel had 
decided to hold elections in the occupied territory in clear violation of United Nations 
resolutions.  Those violations required monitoring and accountability, and Syria called on 
all United Nations agencies to monitor the situation of Syrians in the occupied Syrian 
Golan, and to open a United Nations office there.  Syria condemned the continued 
occupation of Palestinian lands and the human rights violations committed against 
Palestinians by Israel.  The international community should prevent Israel from acting 
with impunity.  This agenda item had to remain on the Council’s agenda as long as Israel 
continued to occupy Palestinian and Syrian lands.  Israel supported the Syrian opposition 
in Syria to serve its terrorist agenda.  
Venezuela … [said] Israel was responsible for abusive reactions, enforced 
disappearances and forced displacement of civilians.  … 
Egypt … [said] Half a million settlers were now living in the occupied territories. … Israel 
had been continuously trying to entrench its control on Jerusalem, including by building 
settlements, withdrawing rights to residency and confiscating lands. … 
Qatar firmly condemned racist violations by Israel which considered itself above the 
international community and continued to show that it was not ready to be a partner for 
peace. … 
Iraq reaffirmed its full and sincere solidarity with the brotherly Palestinian people and 
other Arab people under the Israeli occupation.  It condemned all the gross human rights 
violations perpetrated by Israel … 
South Africa reminded that despite the world preaching a two-State solution in Palestine, 
the expansion of illegal Israeli settlements continued unabated. The continuing 
settlement activity and security measures adopted to protect settlers and their 
movement, and the violence committed by Israeli settlers against Palestinians and their 
property, were behind most of the human rights violations. … 
Russian Federation expressed concern about the ongoing degradation of the situation in 
the occupied Palestinian territories … Unlawful Israeli settlement activity in the occupied 
territories undermined the principles of international law. … 
Iran said there was a need to put an end to the horrible suffering of the Palestinian 
people and to the Israeli threat to international peace and stability. … 
World Jewish Congress reiterated its opposition to the publication of the “shameful and 
counterproductive” blacklist of international and Israeli companies operating beyond the 
Green Line.  The Human Rights Council was called on to refrain from publishing the 
database and to consider Israel fairly as any other country under agenda item 4. … 
Union of Arab Jurists noted that Israel believed that it was beyond law and that it 
practiced the policy of apartheid vis-à-vis Palestinians. … 
Defence for Children International said that Israel was the only country in the world that 
systematically prosecuted between 500 and 700 children each year in military courts 
lacking fundamental fair trial rights. … 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches 
drew attention to the devastating impact of Israeli’s policies of occupation, including 
forcible displacement. … 
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To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22143&LangID=E  
 

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

** Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
 

Scottish Parliament Information Centre Briefing 
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2017/9/25/Offensive-Behaviour-at-
Football-and-Threatening-Communications--Repeal---Scotland--Bill-1/SB%2017-66.pdf 
 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

TOP 
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