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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Terrorism 
Jeremy Lefroy (Conservative) [7580] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, how many (a) pieces of unlawful terrorist material have been taken off the 
internet, (b) hate preachers have been excluded from the UK, (c) organisations have 
been proscribed in the UK, (d) British citizenships have been revoked and (e) passports 
removed for terrorism-related reasons since May 2015; and how many arrests the police 
have made for terrorism-related offences since May 2015. 

Ben Wallace: Following referrals from the Counter Terrorism Internet Referral 
Unit (CTIRU), social media providers have removed 280,000 pieces of illegal 
terrorist material since February 2010. Between 11 May 2010 and 31 December 
2015, the Government excluded 181 people from the United Kingdom, including 
69 exclusions on national security grounds. 
There were 26 exclusions made between 1 January 2015 and 31 December 2015. 
71 international terrorist organisations and a further 14 in Northern Ireland, have 
been proscribed. The Government Transparency Report, published on 23 
February 2017, showed that the Royal Prerogative had been used to cancel or 
refuse applications for passports 23 times in 2015. Figures are not yet available 
for 2016. From March 2015 to March 2017 there have been 562 arrests for 
terrorism related offences. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7580/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Religious Buildings: Repairs and Maintenance 
Lord Beith (Liberal Democrat) [HL1587] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the impact of (1) the Heritage Lottery Fund's Grants for 
Places of Worship scheme, and (2) the future need to support religious buildings of 
historic or architectural significance. 

Lord Ashton of Hyde: The Heritage Lottery Fund operates at arm’s length from 
Government  and  any  assessment  of  what  their  Grants for  Places of  Worship  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7580/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7580/
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programme has achieved is for them to make. 
The English Churches and Cathedrals Sustainability Review was announced in 
2016 and tasked with delivering a report and recommendations to the Chancellor 
and Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport. This Review has yet 
to report, however its findings will help to inform any future assessment by 
Government of the need to support religious buildings of historic or architectural 
significance. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-14/HL1587/  

 

Sharia Law Independent Review 
Baroness Cox (Crossbench) [HL1249] To ask Her Majesty's Government when they 
expect the independent inquiry into the application of Sharia Law in the United Kingdom 
to conclude; and when they expect the report to be published. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: Professor Mona Siddiqui’s independent review 
into the application of Sharia law in England and Wales is expected to report to 
the Home Secretary in the coming months. The Government will consider the 
publication of the review and its response, once the review report has been 
submitted. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1249/  
 

Sharia Law Independent Review 
Baroness Cox (Crossbench) [HL1250] To ask Her Majesty's Government what has 
caused the delay in publishing the report of the independent inquiry into the application of 
Sharia Law in the United Kingdom. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government’s independent review into the 
application of Sharia law in England and Wales is not delayed. The review chair, 
Professor Mona Siddiqui, is expected to submit her review report in the coming 
months. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1250/  
 

Hate Crime: Prosecutions 
Lord Vinson (Conservative) [HL1416] To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 
have issued any guidance to the Crown Prosecution Service concerning the extent to 
which insults constitute hate crimes. 

Lord Keen of Elie: In order for an offence to constitute a “hate crime”, first a 
“basic” crime has to be committed. There are a number of such possible offences 
which can be committed by way of an insult, particularly offences under the Public 
Order Act 1986, the Malicious Communications Act 1988 and the 
Communications Act 2003. 
Such offences could be designated as a “hate crime”, if they meet the required 
criteria for the three strands of hate crime offences – (a) racially and religiously 
aggravated offences; (b) homophobic, transphobic and biphobic offences and (c) 
disability hate crime. 
The Government does not issue legal guidance to the Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS), which is independent. The CPS hate crime guidance, which must be 
followed by all prosecutors, was reviewed and published in June 2017 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-06/HL1416/  
 

Hate Crime 
Lord Scriven (Liberal Democrat) [HL1484] To ask Her Majesty's Government whether 
they  are  planning  to  review  hate  crime  laws  so  that  hate  crimes  based  on  sexual  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-14/HL1587/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-14/HL1587/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1249/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1249/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1250/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1250/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-06/HL1416/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-06/HL1416/
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orientation, gender identity, and disability are treated equally to those based on race and 
faith, by making them aggravated offences. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: We have one of the strongest legislative 
frameworks in the world to tackle hate crime. The hate crime action plan 
published in July 2016 includes new actions to ensure the legislation is used 
effectively to support victims and deal with perpetrators. 
We keep our legislation under review. Since 2010 the Government has 
strengthened legislation to offer further protection for transgender and disabled 
people and on the grounds of sexual orientation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-08/HL1484/  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary's message for Rosh Hashanah 
Every New Year is a time for reflection. 
As we enter the Jewish Year 5778, I reflect on the Jewish community we have here in the 
UK: A community which contributes so much to our society, in every field. 
I also reflect on what a good friend the UK has in Israel. 
My own relationship with Israel goes back to when I worked on a Kibbutz as a young 
adult, and it was a privilege to work with many partners in Tel Aviv as Mayor of London 
as it is now as Foreign Secretary with the State of Israel. 
I was delighted to see London host the Tel Aviv Festival earlier this month attended by 
Middle East Minister Alistair Burt. It affirmed the strong cultural ties between two of our 
respective countries’ great cities. 
In the coming year, there are two significant anniversaries in UK-Israel relations. 
November will mark the centenary of the Balfour Declaration and in May the 70th 
Anniversary of Israel’s Independence. 
Marking these anniversaries is an opportunity to show not only is our friend Israel here to 
stay, but that the UK and Israel are going to continue to work together, to grow together 
and to thrive together. 
New Year is also a time to make resolutions, and I am going to share three of mine with 
you - bear down on the scourge of antisemitism, both at home and abroad, build the 
strongest ever relationship between the UK and Israel and celebrate the UK’s Jewish 
community, a community that has made an enormous contribution to British society. 
I wish Jewish friends in the UK and around the World a Shana Tova u-Metuka – a Happy 
and Sweet Jewish New Year! 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-message-for-rosh-hashanah  
 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1413] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the Israeli government in the light of reports that the 
Israeli military has instituted a ban on food, toiletries, and electronic devices for 
Palestinians leaving the Gaza strip. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: While we have not made any representations to the 
Israeli Government on this issue, we continue to call on Israel to ease  restrictions  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-08/HL1484/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-08/HL1484/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-message-for-rosh-hashanah
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on movement and access. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-06/HL1413/  
 

Gaza: Armed Conflict 
Baroness Tonge (Non-affiliated) [HL1414] To ask Her Majesty's Government what 
assessment they intend to make of the relationship between the exposure of pregnant 
women to military attacks in Gaza in 2014 and the levels of heavy metal contaminants in 
the hair of mothers and newborn children in Gaza. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: We do not intend to make any assessment of this 
issue. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv and our Consulate-General in Jerusalem 
frequently urge the Israeli and Palestinian authorities to take steps to ease 
restrictions and improve conditions in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-06/HL1414/  
 
 

United Nations 

Netanyahu, at General Assembly, denounces ‘absurdities,’ anti-Semitism in UN 
decisions 
Citing “a great revolution in Israel’s standing” in the world, Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu today denounced the “absurdities” and “global ant-Semitism” in United 
Nations decisions on Israel and warned Iran of the “mortal peril” it faced in threatening to 
annihilate his country. 
“For too long, the epicentre of global anti-Semitism has been right here at the UN,” he 
told the General Assembly on the opening day of its 72nd annual general debate, while 
praising Secretary-General António Guterres’ statement “that denying Israel's right to 
exist is anti-Semitism, pure and simple.” 
Pointing to the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization’s (UNESCO) 
declaring the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron as a Palestinian World Heritage Site, he 
said: “That’s worse than fake news; that’s fake history,” noting that the tomb is revered as 
the grave of the three Jewish biblical patriarchs. 
Turning to Iran, Mr. Netanyahu warned: “Today, I have a simple message to Ayatollah 
Khamenei, the dictator of Iran: The light of Israel will never be extinguished.” He cited 
daily Iranian vows to destroy Israel, and called for “fixing or nixing” the international deal 
to curb Iran’s nuclear programme, because it is slated to end after 10 years. 
“Those who threaten us with annihilation put themselves in mortal peril,” he said, warning 
that Israel will act to prevent Iran from establishing permanent military bases in Syria and 
producing deadly weapons in Syria or in Lebanon. “As long as Iran’s regime seeks the 
destruction of Israel, Iran will face no fiercer enemy than Israel.” 
He said Israel’s greater world stature is due the fact so many countries have finally 
woken up to what Israel can do for them in cutting-edge technology, agriculture, water, 
cybersecurity, medicine and autonomous vehicles. “After 70 years, the world is 
embracing Israel, and Israel is embracing the world,” he added. 
Referring ti the Middle East conflict, Mr. Netanyahu said Israel is committed to achieving 
peace with all its Arab neighbours, including the Palestinians. 
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57566#.WcfSTtMjGnY  
 
Palestinian leader, at General Assembly, calls on ‘duty-bound’ UN to end Israeli 
occupation 
From the podium of the United Nations General Assembly Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas … called on the world Organization to face up to its responsibilities to 
end   Israel’s   “relentless”   occupation   ensure   the   establishment  of  an  independent  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-06/HL1413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-06/HL1413/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-06/HL1414/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-06/HL1414/
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57566#.WcfSTtMjGnY
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Palestinian state. 
“The United Nations bears a legal, political, moral and humanitarian obligation to end this 
occupation and enable the Palestinian people to live in freedom and prosperity in their 
independent state of Palestine, with East Jerusalem as its capital, on the 4 June 1967 
borders,” he said. 
“We recognized the State of Israel on the 1967 borders, but Israel’s continuous refusal to 
recognize these borders has put into question the mutual recognition we signed in Oslo 
in 1993,” he added, referring to the accord providing for a two-state solution to the Middle 
East conflict with Israel and Palestine living side by side in peace within secure borders. 
He demanded that Israel commit to the borders of 1967 as basis for the two-state 
solution, urged those States that have not yet done so to recognize the State of 
Palestine, and called on the UN Security Council to approve full membership of the State 
of Palestine to the UN. 
“The path we have chosen as Palestinian and Arabs, and the path chosen by the world, 
is that of international law and international legitimacy,” underscored Mr. Abbas. 
“I address the Israeli people, across the spectrum of their society and tell them: We want 
to live in peace,” he stated. “Do not listen to those who try to convince you that peace 
between us is not possible.” 
https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57600#.WcfSLNMjGnY  
 
Urgent Steps Needed to Bridge Palestine Refugee Agency’s Funding 
Shortfall, Secretary-General Says, Warning It ‘May Run Out of Money in Weeks’ 
… UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ message to the high-level meeting “Giving 
Hope to Palestine Refugees: New Horizons for Sustainable Funding for UNRWA” … 
I thank the Governments of Jordan, Sweden and the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), for bringing participants together at this important meeting. 
We have a responsibility to preserve, through UNRWA [United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East], our humanitarian support to Palestinian 
refugees.  But, the Agency faces repeated financial crises. 
At the General Assembly’s request, a report has been submitted to Member States with 
proposals on ways to secure funding to enable UNRWA to continue its activities 
uninterrupted.  The report reflects the call for sufficient, predictable and sustained 
funding.  It identifies new funding mechanisms, particularly through the World Bank and 
Islamic Development Bank.  I welcome their participation in this meeting. 
We need urgent steps to bridge UNRWA’s funding shortfall.  The Agency may run out of 
money in weeks — with severe consequences, especially in vital sectors such as health 
and education. 
My recent visit to Gaza strengthened my conviction that UNRWA’s role is critical.  We 
must live up to our responsibility to preserve a robust UNRWA and assure Palestine 
refugees of our solidarity. 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18717.doc.htm 

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Venezuela: Antisemitism 
Lord Patten (Conservative) [HL1521] To ask Her Majesty's Government whether in 
their bilateral discussions with the government of Venezuela they have raised ways of 
combating anti-semitism. 

Lord  Ahmad  of  Wimbledon:  We  have  had  no  recent  discussions  with  the  
 

https://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57600#.WcfSLNMjGnY
https://www.un.org/press/en/2017/sgsm18717.doc.htm
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government of Venezuela on combating anti-semitism. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1521/  

TOP 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Muslims in the EU: High levels of trust despite pervasive discrimination 
The vast majority of Muslims in the EU have a high sense of trust in democratic institutions 
despite experiencing widespread discrimination and harassment, a major survey by the 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) shows. The survey captures the 
experiences of Muslim immigrants and their EU-born children, revealing that public 
attitudes have changed all too little over the last decade. 
“Our survey results make a mockery of the claim that Muslims aren’t integrated into our 
societies. On the contrary, we see a trust in democratic institutions that is higher than 
much of the general population,” says FRA Director Michael O’Flaherty. “However, every 
incident of discrimination and hate crime hampers their inclusion and reduces their 
chances of finding employment. We risk alienating individuals and their communities, with 
potentially perilous consequences.” … 
Key findings include: 
76% of Muslim respondents feel strongly attached to the country they live in; 

31% of those seeking work felt discriminated against over the last five years; 

42% of respondents who had been stopped by the police over the last year said this  
     happened because of the migrant or ethnic minority background. 

The report suggests a number of solutions, including: 
Effective sanctions for violations of anti-discrimination legislation; 

Reinforcement of trust in the police through targeted outreach activities; 

Greater efforts to increase the participation of Muslims in decision-making processes.  
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2017/muslims-eu-high-levels-trust-despite-pervasive-
discrimination  

 
Second European Union Minorities and Discrimination Survey: Muslims – Selected 
findings 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2017-eu-minorities-survey-muslims-
selected-findings_en.pdf  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-11/HL1521/
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http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2017/muslims-eu-high-levels-trust-despite-pervasive-discrimination
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http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2017-eu-minorities-survey-muslims-selected-findings_en.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
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Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

TOP 
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