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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Hate Crime 
2. Simon Clarke (Conservative): What steps the Crown Prosecution Service is taking to 
implement the Government’s plan for tackling hate crime. [900853] 

The Solicitor General (Robert Buckland): Last month the CPS took new steps 
to fulfil one of its commitments in the cross-Government hate crime action plan by 
publishing revised public statements and legal guidance on all strands of hate 
crime. 

Simon Clarke: Homophobic and transphobic hate crime prosecutions in the north-east 
are up by 55% in recent years. Will my hon. and learned Friend join me in welcoming that 
increase in prosecutions and, crucially, will he inform the House of what he is doing to 
encourage the spread of best practice in how we continue to bear down on this horrible 
crime? 

The Solicitor General: On my visit to the north-east CPS, I met representatives 
of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community to discuss the ways in 
which the regional CPS is engaging with that community. I am glad to say that, on 
a wider basis, the CPS is developing a training package on these issues with 
input from the relevant leading organisations in the field. 

Simon Hoare (Conservative): Alas, we have seen an increase in the use of all types of 
social media as a vehicle for all types of hate crime. What steps has the CPS taken, is it 
taking or does it plan to take to deal with all types of online hate crime? 

The Solicitor General: Last month the CPS published revised guidance 
committing it to treat online hate crime as seriously as offline offences, taking into 
account the impact on the wider community when deciding the question of 
prosecution in the public interest. 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-09-14/debates/FBCF9334-5762-4EE5-
9424-6B5F1C0EE2E6/HateCrime  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Hate Crime: Social Networking 
Emma Hardy (Labour) [900856] To ask the Attorney General, what steps the 
Government is taking to ensure that the Crown Prosecution Service has adequate 
resources to tackle social media hate crime. 
 

http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-09-14/debates/FBCF9334-5762-4EE5-9424-6B5F1C0EE2E6/HateCrime
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-09-14/debates/FBCF9334-5762-4EE5-9424-6B5F1C0EE2E6/HateCrime
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Robert Buckland: The CPS prosecutes cases where they meet the test for 
prosecution. It allocates its resources accordingly and will continue to do so. 
I welcome the CPS’s commitment to treat hate crimes using social media as 
seriously as other sorts of hate crime. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-11/900856/  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  
 

Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
** closes in 6 days 
Mandatory Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) recording in slaughterhouses (closing date 
21 September 2017) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/ 
 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-
charities 
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