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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Schools: Hate Crime 
Tulip Siddiq (Labour) [7203] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what training 
is available for teachers to handle or report hate crime in schools. 

Nick Gibb: The Government’s Educate Against Hate website, which aims to 
provide high quality resources to teachers, contains resources from the Crown 
Prosecution Service to help explore and challenge homophobic and transphobic 
bullying and hate crime. 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/northwest/working_with_you/hate_crime_schools_project/. 
The Teachers’ Standards set out the personal and professional conduct expected 
of all teachers. These include; having regard to the need to safeguard pupils’ 
wellbeing, showing tolerance of and respect for the rights of others, not 
undermining fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty and mutual respect, and tolerance of those with different faiths 
and beliefs. 
All providers of initial teacher training (ITT) must comply with the statutory criteria, 
and guidance accompanying these criteria makes it clear that ITT providers have 
a duty to have ‘due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn into 
terrorism’ (CTSA 2015). In exercising this duty, ITT providers will ensure that all 
trainee teachers are appropriately trained in the Prevent duty. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7203/  
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Stephen Pound (Labour) [8497] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what her 
policy is on the removal of the cap on faith admissions; and if she will make a statement. 

Anne Milton: Schools play a vital role in promoting integration and promoting an 
understanding of different faiths and communities. We will continue to work 
closely with Church and faith schools to promote and support integration and will 
set out further details of our approach in this area and in relation to the 50% cap 
on faith admissions in faith free schools in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8497/  
 

http://www.cps.gov.uk/northwest/working_with_you/hate_crime_schools_project/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7203/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7203/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8497/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8497/
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Schools: Registration 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Storey (Liberal Democrat) [HL1331] To ask Her Majesty's Government what is 
their definition of an unregistered school; and how they ensure that safeguarding 
procedures are in place in those schools. 
Lord Storey (Liberal Democrat) [HL1332] To ask Her Majesty's Government how many 
unregistered schools they estimate to be in operation in England; and what are the faiths 
of those schools. 

Lord Nash: An independent school is defined as any school at which full time 
education is provided for five or more pupils of compulsory school age, or one or 
more such pupils with an EHC plan or a statement of special educational needs or 
who is “looked after” by the local authority, and is not a school maintained by a 
local authority or a non-maintained special school. 
Local authorities have overarching responsibility for safeguarding children and 
young people in their area, regardless of where they are being educated. We are 
supporting authorities to use their existing powers under safeguarding or health 
and safety legislation to disrupt and tackle both unsuitable out-of-school settings 
and unregistered independent schools. We also continue to work closely with 
Ofsted and the police to tackle such settings. In the great majority of cases that 
Ofsted has investigated, this collaboration has resulted in those settings 
complying with the law. Ofsted are continuing to investigate a small number of 
cases that have not yet complied. 
The number of possible cases of unregistered independent schools that may be 
operating continues to fluctuate all the time, as new settings come to our attention 
and existing ones are closed down or are confirmed as not operating as schools. 
However, Ofsted’s Annual Report 2015/16: education, early years and skills, 
published on 1 December 2016, noted that at the time of publication, Ofsted was 
working on 152 possible cases that they suspected might be operating as 
unregistered schools. The report states that about a third of those settings were 
associated with particular faith groups. Ofsted will publish its next annual report 
later this year. 
The 2016 annual report can be accessed on gov.uk at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/574
186/Ofsted_annual_report_education_and_skills_201516_web-ready.pdf. 
Ofsted annual report education and skills 2015-16 (PDF Document, 3.29 MB) 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1331/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1332/  
 

Faith Schools: Islam 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL1358] To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they 
consider that madrassas constitute unregistered schools and are capable of placing 
children at risk under child protection legislation. 
Lord Warner (Crossbench) [HL1359] To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress 
has been made with the regulation and inspection of madrassas since the announcement 
made by the then Prime Minister in October 2015; and what powers local authorities and 
Ofsted have to intervene in the operation of madrassas where there is evidence of child 
abuse. 

Lord Nash: There is no definition of a madrassah in education law. An 
independent institution is required to register as a school provides full-time 
education to five or more pupils of compulsory school age or one or more pupils 
with  an  education,  health and  care plan  (or a  statement of special  educational  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/574186/Ofsted_annual_report_education_and_skills_201516_web-ready.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/574186/Ofsted_annual_report_education_and_skills_201516_web-ready.pdf
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/757347/original/Ofsted_annual_report_education_and_skills_201516.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1331/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1331/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1332/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1332/
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need) or who is looked after (within the meaning of section 22 of the Children Act 
1989) and is not a school maintained by a local authority or a non-maintained 
special school. A madrassah will therefore only constitute an unregistered school 
if it is providing such education. 
LAs have an overarching responsibility of local authorities for safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of all children in their area, regardless of where they are 
educated. It is for local authorities to assess whether the threshold for intervention 
is met in the case of an individual child taking account of the impact and influence 
of environmental factors. However, wherever local authorities have reasonable 
cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm, they 
are under a duty to investigate. Local authorities should make whatever enquiries 
necessary to decide what, if any, action to take to safeguard or promote the 
child’s welfare. The police can of course investigate any reports that a crime has 
been committed in an out-of-school education setting. 
The Government published a Counter Extremism Strategy in 2015, which set out 
plans to introduce a new system of oversight for out-of-school education settings 
– such as supplementary schools, tuition centres and madrassahs. To learn more 
about these settings, and the potential scope and impact of any regulatory 
system, the department issued a call for evidence. We will make an 
announcement about the outcome in due course. 
We are supporting local authorities to use their existing powers, as described 
above, to tackle concerns about the safeguarding of children in unregulated 
education settings. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1358/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1359/  
 
 

Downing Street 

Jewish New Year reception 2017: Prime Minister's speech 
… as Prime Minister I want to use the opportunity of this reception to show my personal 
support and appreciation for everything that you contribute to our country. … 
As we look to the New Year, we look forward to the Centenary of the Balfour declaration 
in November. Born of that letter, the pen of Balfour, and of the efforts of so many people, 
is a remarkable country. Of course, there are great challenges in the region - and we will 
do everything we can to support efforts towards building a two-state solution – and the 
lasting peace that we all want to see. 
But as Prime Minister, I am proud to say that I support Israel. 
And it is absolutely right that we should mark the vital role that Britain played a century 
ago in helping to create a homeland for the Jewish people. … 
Rosh Hashanah is, of course, a time for reflection – and it is impossible not to think at 
this time of the threats to our security and the shocking levels of anti-Semitism that we 
have seen in the last year. 
I want you to know that I will always do whatever it takes to keep our Jewish community 
safe. 
Just last week I sat around the Cabinet table with representatives from the Jewish 
community – and security was the first item on the agenda. 
I am proud that this government has given £13.4 million this year alone to support the 
vital and brilliant work of CST. 
But that is not enough on its own. 
So  it is  right  we are  reviewing our  counter-terrorism strategy  to ensure the  police and  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1358/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1358/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1359/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2017-09-05/HL1359/
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security services have all the powers they need – and to ensure that the length of 
custodial sentences for terrorism-related offences are sufficient to keep people safe. … 
We will also continue to fight anti-Semitism wherever we find it. 
Through our new definition of anti-Semitism we will call out anyone guilty of any language 
or behaviour that displays hatred towards Jews because they are Jews. 
And we will actively encourage the use of this definition by the police, the legal 
profession, universities and other public bodies. 
But the ultimate way of defeating anti-Semitism is to create an environment that prevents 
it happening in the first place. 
That is one of the reasons why it is so important that we create a proper National 
Memorial to the Holocaust, together with an accompanying educational centre to teach 
future generations to fight hatred and prejudice in all its forms. … 
So as you gather together for prayer and celebration at this special time of year, I 
encourage you to do so with confidence. 
Confidence, that together we will keep Jewish people in our country safe and defeat the 
scourge of anti-Semitism. 
And confidence that it is the values that we share – Jewish values, British values - that 
will in the end prevail. 
With that, let me wish you and all your families a sweet New Year. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/jewish-new-year-reception-2017-prime-
ministers-speech  
 

TOP 

 
 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Latvia and Lithuania: World War II 
Graham Brady (Conservative) [8843] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his counterparts in 
Latvia and Lithuania on Holocaust revisionism. 

Alan Duncan: The Foreign Secretary has not had any recent discussions with his 
counterparts in Latvia and Lithuania on Holocaust revisionism. They meet 
regularly to discuss the full range of bilateral issues. Our Embassies in Latvia and 
Lithuania attend ceremonies remembering the victims of the Holocaust. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8843/  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust reception speech by Communities Secretary Sajid 
Javid 
The theme of 2018’s Holocaust Memorial Day is “The Power of Words”. And that’s a 
theme that’s particularly apt for the times in which we live. Last month, as you may have 
seen, the Crown Prosecution Service announced that it was going to start treating online 
hate crimes just as seriously as their offline equivalents. So if you are reported to the 
police for hurling vile, hate filled abuse at someone on Twitter, the CPS won’t treat it any 
differently to abuse on the street. 
We all know it’s absolutely the right move.  But there’s a sizeable minority who say online  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/jewish-new-year-reception-2017-prime-ministers-speech
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/jewish-new-year-reception-2017-prime-ministers-speech
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8843/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8843/
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abuse isn’t really abuse at all. That anyone complaining about remarks that are anti-
Semitic or homophobic or racist should just turn a blind eye. 
That’s nonsense. 
Words have enormous power to do harm. Believe me, I’ve been receiving racial abuse 
my whole life. 
There’s the direct effect on the individual, of course. The emotional trauma and 
psychological damage that hateful abuse can cause. The fear and self-doubt it can sow. 
But there’s also the bigger picture. 
The wider impact. 
Look at the Holocaust. 
We all know where it ended: in the labour camps, the gas chambers, the death marches. 
But it began with nothing more than words. 
With abuse. 
With slanders. 
With threats. 
And when those words were allowed to go unchallenged, year after year, the 
consequences were catastrophic. 
Only words, yes. But words that led to the deaths of millions. … 
… history has shown us, again and again, that words can be used to cause and inspire 
hate, to encourage and justify violence. Words are powerful things that should be 
handled with care. But that power can also be a force for good. … 
In 2018, with continued support and funding of government, the HMD Trust will be 
reaching out to more people than ever before. It will be organising more events than ever 
before. And it will be publishing and sharing more words than ever before. Only words, 
yes. But words that have the power to prevent genocide. 
Around the world there are memorials to genocides that feature the most powerful words 
of all. Words that spell out the human cost of failing to fight back against bigotry. 
At the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam you can see her diary, yes, but also another 
book. It’s more than an inch thick, hundreds of pages of tightly printed words: the names 
of every Dutch Jew murdered by the Nazis. 
Visitors to the Srebrenica memorial are greeted by a vast, curving wall. From a distance 
the grey stone appears to be filled with countless black lines. But as you move closer, 
you realise the lines consist of countless words. The names of thousands upon 
thousands of Muslims who were shot, stabbed, even buried alive. … 
Words that stand as a reminder. Words that serve as a warning. They’re only words, yes. 
But they’re words that tell a story we should never, ever forget. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/holocaust-memorial-day-trust-reception 
 

TOP 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians: Schools 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [8642] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between the Palestinian Authority and 
her Department, signed in 2014, what assessment her Department has made to the 
findings and recommendations of the IMPACT-se report on the Palestinian Elementary 
School Curriculum 2016-17, published in April 2017. 

Alistair Burt: HMG was very concerned at some of the findings of the IMPACT-
SE  report  and  met  with  IMPACT-SE  to discuss  them.  Our assessment is that  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/holocaust-memorial-day-trust-reception
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IMPACT-SE report was not objective in its findings. We work closely with the 
Palestinian Authority Ministry of Education on quality of education issues. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8642/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/PA-Curriculum-2017-Revised.pdf  

TOP 

 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Turkey: Antisemitism 
Graham Brady (Conservative) [8842] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with Turkish counterparts on 
antisemitism. 

Alan Duncan: There have been a number of recent protests targeting 
synagogues in Turkey, reportedly in response to the situation at the Al Aqsa 
mosque in East Jerusalem in July. These were condemned by both President 
Erdoğan and Prime Minister Yıldırım, who emphasised the importance of freedom 
of religion. As a friend and ally of Turkey, the UK has a frank and honest dialogue 
with the Turkish authorities on a range of issues, including freedom of religion and 
non-discrimination. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8842/  
 

Religious Freedom 
Justin Tomlinson (Conservative) [8795] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent steps he has taken to tackle religious persecution 
abroad. 

Mark Field: Her Majesty's Government promotes Freedom of Religion or Belief 
(FoRB) in many countries through diplomatic channels, public statements and 
support for projects to promote tolerance. A small selection of examples of steps 
Her Majesty's Government has taken recently to tackle and condemn religious 
persecution is provided below. It would place a disproportionate burden on 
resources to produce an exhaustive list of all recent actions taken by Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office officials abroad in this area. 
During his recent visit to Bangladesh, Lord Ahmad visited an Ahmadiyya mosque 
where he spoke publicly of the importance of religious tolerance. In the wake of 
recent attacks against Coptic Christians in Egypt, the Foreign Secretary made a 
statement condemning religious intolerance and violence against religious 
minorities. We have issued a number of statements in response to Russia's 
Supreme Court ruling banning Jehovah's Witnesses as 'extremists'. Officials from 
our Embassy in Moscow have attended court hearings and continue to monitor 
this case closely. In Eritrea, we have continued to call on the Government to 
release all prisoners detained without due process, including those detained for 
their religious beliefs. And in Sudan, we lobbied consistently on behalf of four 
imprisoned Christian pastors (now released – partly, we judge, as a result of our 
efforts). 
At the United Nations Human Rights Council we continue to work to sustain 
consensus on the adoption and implementation of the European Union sponsored 
Resolution  on  'Freedom of  Religion or  Belief' and  the  Organisation  for  Islamic  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8642/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8642/
http://www.impact-se.org/wp-content/uploads/PA-Curriculum-2017-Revised.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8842/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8842/
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Cooperation sponsored Resolution on 'Combating Religious Intolerance'. We also 
continue to support a number of projects to promote tolerance through the FCO's 
Magna Carta Fund, including a project to promote legal and social protection of 
FoRB in secondary school curricula across the Middle East and North Africa. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8795/  

TOP 

 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  
 

Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 4 days 
Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
** closes in 7 days 
Mandatory Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) recording in slaughterhouses (closing date 
21 September 2017) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/ 
 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-
charities 

TOP 
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