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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Free Schools: Admissions 
Kelvin Hopkins (Labour) [6260] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, whether a 
decision has been made on the proposal to remove the 50 per cent cap on religious 
selection at free schools; and when her Department plans to publish its response to the 
Schools that Work for Everyone consultation. 

Nick Gibb: Church and faith schools play an important role in promoting 
integration and an understanding of different faiths and communities. We will 
continue to work closely with Church and faith schools to promote and support 
integration and will set out further details in due course. The Department will 
provide further information on the Schools that work for everyone consultation, 
including in relation to the 50% cap on faith-based admissions, in due course. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6260/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religious Buildings: Islam 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (UKIP)  [HL1066] To ask Her Majesty's Government, further 
to the Written Answer by Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth on 5 July (HL16), whether they 
have raised the foreign funding of UK mosques and Islamic centres with foreign states, 
including Qatar. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: The Government does not routinely raise the 
foreign funding of places of worship in the UK through its bilateral relationships 
with foreign governments. 
On Wednesday 12 July 2017, the Government laid a Written Ministerial Statement 
in Parliament which conveyed the main findings of the Government’s review into 
the funding for Islamist extremist activity in the UK. The review has improved the 
Government’s understanding of the nature, scale and sources of funding for 
Islamist extremism in the UK. 
The review’s single most important finding was that the most significant source of 
funding  for  Islamist  extremism  in the  UK  is small,  private  donations from  UK- 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6260/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6260/
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based individuals. Often these individuals do not appreciate the extremist 
credentials of those they are donating to. The Government’s response prioritises 
tackling the domestic sources of extremism but the Government is committed to 
tackling all sources, including from overseas. The Government will continue to 
work with its international partners to combat extremism and where necessary will 
raise issues of concern in our bilateral relationships. The Counter-Extremism 
Strategy sets out the Government’s plans for engaging internationally on 
extremism. The Charity Commission will be introducing a requirement on charities 
to declare overseas sources of funding to increase transparency in this area. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-19/HL1066/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-06-21/HL16/  
 
 

Ruth Davidson MSP / Board of Deputies 

 
Video of Ruth Davidson MSP, leader of the Scottish Conservative Party, speaking 
at the Board of Deputies President’s Dinner 
http://tinyurl.com/y7ejrfhc  
 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Education discrimination tackled in new legal scheme 
Nearly £500,000 is being made available to fight discrimination in education for people 
who may not have been able to take legal action, the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission has announced. 
The new Legal Support Project aims to increase access to justice for victims of 
discrimination in schools, further or higher education institutions or general qualification 
bodies. 
The funding can be used for front line advice, preparatory work or representation and the 
Commission is particularly interested in complaints where legal proceedings are already 
underway or are being considered. 
Chair of the Commission, David Isaac, said: “This scheme will offer grass roots support to 
those who would otherwise have been unable to take legal action and we look forward to 
hearing from lawyers and advisers on how we might work together. … 
“We know from our previous scheme that we will receive valuable intelligence about 
discrimination in our schools, colleges and universities and we will use this to inform our 
wider work in this sector.” 
Tackling identity-based bullying and discrimination in education is a priority project for the 
Commission this year. 
Examples of this discrimination can involve disabled students not being offered part-time 
courses as a reasonable adjustment or a disproportionate number of exclusions of pupils 
of a particular race. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-work/news/education-discrimination-
tackled-new-legal-scheme 

TOP 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Monuments: Occupied Territories 
Matthew Offord (Conservative) [7073] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, if he 
will establish a permanent memorial to British servicemen and women who lost their lives 
in Palestine during the lead-up to Israel's independence. 

Mark Lancaster: The National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, Staffordshire, 
already hosts a memorial to those British Service personnel who served in 
Palestine, erected by the Palestine Veterans' Association in 2001. The 
Government has no plans to create a further memorial at any other location. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7073/ 
 

Palestinians: Development Aid 
Paul Masterton (Conservative) [8550] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, how much development funding was provided by her Department to the 
Palestinian Authority in each of the last five financial years; what organisations were so 
funded; and what the objectives of that funding were. 

Alistair Burt: The UK provides direct financial aid to the Palestinian Authority 
Ministry of Finance and Planning to contribute to the salaries of vetted public 
servants. A breakdown of funding by financial years is below: 

Beneficiary Purpose 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 

Ministry of 
Finance 
and 
Planning 

For financial years 2012/13 
– 2015/16, UK funding 
contributed to public 
servants salaries through 
the EU PEGASE 
mechanism. In 2016/17 UK 
funding was specifically 
earmarked for West Bank 
health and education public 
servants salaries. 

£34.1 
million 

£41.6 
million 

£22 
million 

£24.8 
million 

£25 
million 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8550/  
 

Palestinians: Development Aid 
Paul Masterton (Conservative) [8551] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, what safeguards her Department has in place to ensure that international 
development funding to the Palestinian Authority is not used for the payment of terror 
salaries or associated purposes. 

Alistair Burt: UK financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority is provided 
through a European Union mechanism. It pays for vetted West Bank health and 
education public servants. The EU mechanism uses a pre- and post-verification 
system which validates that the funds transferred into a dedicated sub-account for 
UKaid and spent on the salaries of eligible beneficiaries on a vetted list. The PA 
payroll is checked by independent auditors, and payments made to all eligible 
beneficiaries are traced through the verification process. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8551/  
 

Palestinians: Higher Education 
Joan Ryan (Labour) [8640] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development,  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7073/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-04/7073/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8550/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8550/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8551/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8551/
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pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between her Department and the 
Palestinian Authority, signed in 2014, what discussions her Department has had with the 
Palestinian Authority regarding President Abbas' decision to appoint Imad Hamato to the 
post of dean of the Al-Azhar Institutes in Gaza. 

Alistair Burt: Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to adhere to the principle of non-
violence and to tackle language that could incite violence or hatred, including anti-
Semitic language. While we have not raised this specific issue with the Palestinian 
Authority, HMG regularly lobby the Palestinian leadership to tackle language that 
could incite violence or hatred, including anti-Semitic language. I raised this at the 
highest levels during my recent visit. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8640/  
 

Latifa Abu Hmeid 
Joan Ryan Labour) [8641] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding between her Department and the 
Palestinian Authority, signed in 2014, what discussions her Department has had with the 
Palestinian Authority on the recent decision of President Abbas to meet, and the 
Authority to honour, Latifa Abu Hmeid. 

Alistair Burt: Our partnership with the Palestinian Authority includes a 
commitment from the Palestinian leadership to adhere to the principle of non-
violence and to tackle language that could incite violence or hatred. While we 
have not raised this specific issue with the Palestinian Authority, HMG regularly 
lobby the Palestinian leadership to tackle language that could incite violence or 
hatred, including anti-Semitic language. I raised this at the highest levels during 
my recent visit. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8641/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Philippa Whitford (300) Removal of Israeli citizenship from Negev Bedouin – That 
this House recognises the injustice faced by hundreds of Negev Bedouin who have had 
their Israeli citizenship revoked without adequate explanation or warning due to claims 
that their original citizenship was issued in error; is concerned that this is a policy to 
remove the legitimate citizenship rights of the Bedouin and leave them stateless; notes 
the considerable barriers to re-obtaining citizenship, once lost, including cost, time, 
extensive documentation and language requirements; and calls on the Government to 
put pressure on the Israeli Government to end this discriminatory policy. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/300  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answers 

Scottish Palestinian Solidarity Campaign 
S5W-10898 Adam Tomkins (Conservative): To ask the Scottish Government what 
meetings (a) ministers and (b) officials have had with the Scottish Palestinian Solidarity 
Campaign since May 2016; who attended, and what was discussed. 

Alasdair Allan: There have been no Scottish Government Ministerial or official 
meetings with the Scottish Palestinian Solidarity Campaign since May 2016. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-10898 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8640/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8640/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8641/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8641/
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2017-19/300
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-10898
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-10898
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International development funding 
S5W-11047 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): To ask the Scottish Government how 
much international development funding it has given to the Palestinian Authority in each 
of the last five years, broken down by the (a) organisation funded and (b) objectives 
behind the funding. 

Alasdair Allan: During the last 5 years (2013-14 - 2017-18) the Scottish 
Government has not provided any international development funding either 
directly to the Palestinian Authority or to Scottish NGOs to deliver projects on our 
behalf. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-11047 
 

International development funding 
S5W-11048 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): To ask the Scottish Government what 
analysis has been undertaken of its international development funding to the Palestinian 
Authority. 

Alasdair Allan: Since the inception of the Scottish Government's International 
Development Programme in 2005, at no time has funding been provided either 
directly to the Palestinian Authority or to Scottish NGOs to deliver international 
development projects on our behalf. As a result, no such analysis has been 
undertaken. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-11048 
 

International development funding 
S5W-11049 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): To ask the Scottish Government what 
safeguards it has in place to ensure that its international development funding to the 
Palestinian Authority is not used for the payment of so-called terror salaries or given to 
the families of so-called martyrs. 

Alasdair Allan: The Scottish Government does not provide any international 
development funding either directly to the Palestinian Authority or to Scottish 
NGOs working in Palestine. As a result there is no question that such funding is 
used for payment in the way the member describes. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-11049 
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-07652 John Finnie (Green): Save the Children, Gaza’s Children Spend Eid in 
the Dark – That the Parliament notes that, in 2012, a UN report stated that Gaza would 
be unlivable by 2020; acknowledges, however, recent comments by Save the 
Children that Gaza is unlivable now; understands that Save the Children has urged Israel 
to lift the Gaza blockade and for the Palestinian and Israeli authorities to provide 
basic services to the residents of Gaza; believes that the international community has 
failed to react to the suffering of Palestinian children in Gaza; considers that a decade 
of isolation has reduced power available to households to just eight hours a day, 
with many families getting only two hours of electricity per day and others getting 
none, and that these power shortages are also affecting Gaza’s already 
crippled infrastructure; understands that the shortening or suspensions of sewage 
treatment cycles has led to increased levels of pollution and contamination of 
groundwater sources and the Mediterranean sea, leaving more than 60% of the sea 
around Gaza contaminated with untreated sewage and over 90% of water sources 
too  contaminated  for  human  consumption,  and  calls  on the  international  community  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-11047
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-11047
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-11048
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-11048
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-11049
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-11049
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to respond to what it considers this humanitarian catastrophe. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-07652 

TOP 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Saudi Arabia: Antisemitism 
Graham Brady (Conservative) [8844] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his counterparts in 
Saudia Arabia on antisemitism. 

Alistair Burt: The UK Government strongly supports the right to freedom of 
religion or belief. Saudi Arabia remains a Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
human rights priority country due to restrictions on the freedom of religion or belief 
and we raise this at every appropriate opportunity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8844/  

TOP 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

CST / JPR 

CST and JPR produce major new study of antisemitism in Great Britain 
CST and the Institute for Jewish Policy Research (JPR) have produced a major new 
study of antisemitism that gives new insight and analysis about the extent of antisemitism 
in Great Britain. Two years in the planning, this is the largest and most detailed survey of 
attitudes towards Jews and Israel ever conducted in this country. 
Titled Antisemitism in contemporary Great Britain: A study of attitudes towards Jews and 
Israel, the study provides a meticulously-researched and detailed assessment of the UK 
population’s opinions about Jews and Israel, and addresses the question of the 
relationship between antisemitism and anti-Israelism using statistical techniques for the 
first time. 
This report introduces a new way to understand the level of antisemitism in a society: the 
elastic view. Rather than try to pinpoint a single percentage figure to measure 
antisemitism, this new approach recognises that antisemitic attitudes can be held 
strongly or weakly, knowingly or unknowingly, and for different reasons. … 
… we draw a critical distinction between counting antisemites – i.e. people who are 
clearly antisemitic – and measuring antisemitism – i.e. negative or hostile assumptions 
and stereotypes about Jews that can reasonably be described as antisemitic ideas. The 
prevalence of antisemitic people is marginal in Great Britain; the prevalence of 
antisemitic ideas is rather more common. … 
Levels of both antisemitism and anti-Israelism are consistently higher among the Muslim 
population of Great Britain than among the population in general. The presence of 
antisemitic and anti-Israel attitudes is 2 to 4 times higher among Muslims compared to 
the general population. Non-religious Muslims are the least likely group among all 
Muslims to hold antisemitic or anti-Israel attitudes, and come closest to the levels found 
in the  general  population,  although they still remain  above average.  Yet most Muslims  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-07652
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-07652
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8844/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-09-05/8844/
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(60%) – religious or not – agree with the statement ‘A British Jew is just as British as any 
other person,’ and most either disagree with, or are neutral on, every one of the 
antisemitic statements presented to them. … 
The most antisemitic group on the political spectrum consists of those who identify as 
very right-wing: the presence of antisemitic attitudes in this group is 2 to 4 times higher 
compared to the general population (and similar to the levels found amongst Muslim 
respondents). The far right group is also more anti-Israel than the norm. … 
Even taken together, and allowing for the raised levels of antisemitism or anti-Israelism 
amongst the far right, far left and British Muslims, these groups are simply too small 
numerically to account for the overall spread of antisemitic attitudes across British 
society. If these groups exhibited the average level of antisemitism found in the 
population as a whole, rather than the raised levels found in this study, then the 
proportion of those who hold at least one antisemitic attitude in society as a whole would 
fall from 30% to 28%, an insignificant reduction. Similarly, the proportion of those holding 
multiple and intense antisemitic attitudes would only fall from 3.6% to 3.0%. Antisemitism 
in Britain today is about much more than simply what happens at the fringes of society. 
To read the full press release see 
https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2017/09/12/cst-and-jpr-produce-major-new-study-of-
antisemitism-in-great-britain  
 
Antisemitism in contemporary Great Britain: A study of attitudes towards Jews and Israel 
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/7/4/JPR.2017.Antisemitism%20in%20contemporary%20
Great%20Britain.pdf  

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

** European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-09-11/debates/B10868CD-F096-47A2-
84EE-A902C8A271BE/EuropeanUnion(Withdrawal)Bill  
 

Notices of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-
2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_0911.1-7.html 
and 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/2017-
2019/0005/amend/euwithdrawal_rm_cwh_0912.1-7.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 
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Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 
 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
** closes in 8 days 
Mandatory Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) recording in slaughterhouses (closing date 
21 September 2017) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/ 
 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review) (closing date  
23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018 
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-
from-charities 

TOP 
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