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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Charter of Fundamental Rights (EU) 
Paul Blomfield (Labour) [6712] To ask the Secretary of State for Exiting the European 
Union, pursuant to the Answer of 20 July 2017 to Question 5540, whether he plans for 
there to be a free-standing right to equal treatment in UK law once the UK has left the 
EU.  

Robin Walker: The Charter of Fundamental Rights simply reaffirms rights which 
already exist in EU law, including the principle that everyone is equal before the 
law. As EU law and Court of Justice EU case law will be preserved as provided for 
in the EU (Withdrawal) Bill: it is the Government’s intention that the removal of the 
Charter from UK law will not affect the substantive rights that individuals already 
benefit from in the UK, as the Charter was never in itself the source of those 
rights. 
The protections covered in domestic equality legislation, such as the Equality Act 
2006, the Equality Act 2010 and equivalent legislation in Northern Ireland, will 
continue to apply once the UK has left the European Union. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6712/ 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-17/5540/  

 
Radicalism 

The following four questions all received the same answer 
Emily Thornberry (Labour) [6322] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, pursuant to her Written Statement of 12 July 2017, HCWS39, how many 
UK-based extremist organisations were identified by her Department's review as having 
received a significant proportion of their income from overseas; and if she will list those 
organisations. 
Emily Thornberry (Labour) [6323] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, pursuant to her Written Statement of 12 July 2017, HCWS39, how many 
institutions were identified by her Department's review as having provided socially 
conservative literature and preachers to UK-based Islamic institutions; how many people 
were identified by the review as having studied at such institutions  with financial  support  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6712/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6712/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-17/5540/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-17/5540/
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from overseas; and what proportion of such people subsequently became of extremist 
concern.  

Emily Thornberry (Labour) [6324] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, pursuant to her Written Statement of 12 July 2017, HCWS39, if she will list 
(a) the countries identified by her Department's review as significant sources of overseas 
funding for UK-based extremist organisations and (b) the total financial value of 
donations from such countries in the most recent year for which figures are available. 
Emily Thornberry (Labour) [6325] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, pursuant to her Written Statement of 12 July 2017, HCWS39, whether her 
use of the term overseas funding in that statement refers to donations from (a) people 
based overseas, (b) companies or organisations based overseas and (c) donations from 
foreign Governments.  

Sarah Newton: The Government laid a Written Ministerial Statement in 
Parliament on Wednesday 12 July, which conveyed the main findings of the 
review into the funding for Islamist extremist activity in the UK. The review has 
improved the Government’s understanding of the nature, scale and sources of 
funding for Islamist extremism in the UK. It confirmed the most significant source 
of funding for Islamist extremism in the UK is small, private donations from UK-
based individuals. The statement also confirms that the Charity Commission will 
be introducing a requirement on charities to declare overseas sources of funding 
to increase transparency in this area. 
The review’s report is classified because of the volume of personal information it 
contains and for national security reasons. The Written Ministerial Statement is a 
comprehensive and representative reflection of the review’s findings. The 
Government has no plans to comment further on the review’s findings and it will 
not provide a running commentary on the groups, individuals or sources it 
considers to be of extremism concern. The Government’s priority is making the 
best use of the tools available tools to disrupt extremist activity in the UK. 
The Government has invited the appropriate Privy Councillors from the opposition 
parties into the Home Office to read the classified report on Privy Council terms. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6322/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6323/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6324/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6325/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Commons/2017-07-12/HCWS39/  
 

Radicalism 
Caroline Lucas (Green) [6756] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what definition her Department used for Islamist extremism for the purposes of its report 
on the funding of Islamist extremism in the UK.  

Reply from Sarah Newton: The Government’s definition of extremism is set out 
in the 2015 Counter-Extremism Strategy. The strategy defines extremism as: ‘the 
vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values including democracy, the rule 
of law, individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths 
and beliefs. We also regard calls for the death of members of our armed forces as  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6322/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6322/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6323/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6323/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6324/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6324/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6325/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-19/6325/
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extremist.’ The strategy’s definition was used for the review of funding for Islamist 
extremism in the UK. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6756/  
 

The Counter-Extremism Strategy referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470088/51
859_Cm9148_Accessible.pdf  
 

Radicalism 
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [6855] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, if she will publish the list of UK-based Islamist extremist groups identified in 
the Department's internal review into the funding of Islamist extremist activity in the UK.  

Sarah Newton: The Government laid a Written Ministerial Statement in 
Parliament on Wednesday 12 July 2017, which conveyed the main findings of the 
review into the funding for Islamist extremist activity in the UK. The review has 
improved the Government’s understanding of the nature, scale and sources of 
funding for Islamist extremism in the UK. 
The review’s report is classified because of the volume of personal information it 
contains and for national security reasons. The Written Ministerial Statement is a 
comprehensive and representative reflection of the review’s findings. The 
Government has no plans to comment further on the review’s findings and it will 
not provide a running commentary on the groups, individuals or sources it 
considers to be of extremism concern. The Government’s priority is making the 
best use of the tools available to disrupt extremist activity in the UK. 

 http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6855/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-statement/Commons/2017-07-12/HCWS39/ 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Religious Buildings: Islam 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (UKIP) [HL1065] Her Majesty's Government, further to the 
Written Answer by Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth on 5 July (HL16), whether they have 
criteria by which they monitor and review UK mosques and Islamic centres, including 
those suspected of promoting extremism, and whether this includes monitoring any 
funding originating from Qatar. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: Mosques and Islamic Centres are subject to the 
same framework of regulation as other buildings open to the public. In addition, 
many mosques and Islamic centres, as with other places of worship, will be 
subject to regulation by the Charity Commission. The Charity Commission is 
working with the charities sector to introduce a requirement on charities to declare 
overseas sources of funding. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-07-19/HL1065/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2017-06-21/HL16/  
 
 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6756/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2017-07-20/6756/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/470088/51859_Cm9148_Accessible.pdf
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Scottish Government  

Programme for Government 2017–18 
Proposed new legislation: 

 Climate Change Bill 

 Crown Estate Bill 

 Damages Bill 

 Education Bill 

 Land and Buildings Transaction Tax Bill 

 Management of Offenders Bill 

 Minimum Age of Criminal Responsibility Bill 

 Organ and Tissue Donation Bill 

 Planning Bill 

 Prescription Bill 

 Safe Staffing Bill 

 Sexual Offences (pardons and disregards) Bill 

 Transport Bill 

 Vulnerable Witnesses and Pre-recorded Evidence Bill 

 Warm Homes Bill 
(as well as the annual Budget Bill) 
 

To read the full press release see 
https://news.gov.scot/news/programme-for-government-1  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

First Minister’s Statement 
Programme for Government 2017–18 
The First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon): … We live in a time of unprecedented global 
challenge and change, with … an apparent rise in the forces of intolerance and 
protectionism. … 
… We will introduce one further piece of health legislation in the next year. The organ 
and tissue donation bill will establish—with appropriate safeguards—a soft opt-out 
system for the authorisation of organ and tissue donation, to allow even more lives to be 
saved by the precious gift of organ donation. 
Keeping people and communities safe is one of the most important responsibilities of any 
Government. In Scotland today, crime is at a 42-year low, but the nature of crime and 
people’s expectations of the police are changing. We will continue to ensure that our 
police and fire services are equipped for the challenges of the future. In particular, we will 
protect the front-line police budget and support the police as they modernise the way in 
which they work. … 
In the coming year, the vulnerable witnesses and pre-recorded evidence bill will be 
introduced to reduce further the need for children and other vulnerable witnesses to give 
evidence live in a courtroom. 
A further piece of justice legislation that we will introduce this year is the sexual offences 
(pardons and disregards) bill. I confirm that it will ensure that people who were convicted 
of offences that related to same-sex sexual activity that is now legal will receive an 
automatic pardon. The bill will also enable those who have been pardoned to apply to 
have such convictions removed from criminal records…. 
Ensuring justice for the victims of crime is an essential element of a fair society, and so 
too is delivering social justice for everyone. … 
Scotland has a well-earned reputation as a leader in human rights, including economic, 
social and environmental rights. We will therefore oppose any attempt by the UK 
Government  to  repeal  the  Human  Rights Act  1998 or to  withdraw from the  European  
 

https://news.gov.scot/news/programme-for-government-1
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convention on human rights. … 
We will take forward … inclusive education campaign to tackle lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer bullying in schools; and consult on reforming the gender 
recognition laws. 
… We will introduce a minimum age of criminal responsibility bill to increase the minimum 
age of responsibility from eight to 12, in line with international norms. 
I also confirm today that, although it is not our proposal and parties might give their 
members a free vote on the issue, the Scottish Government will not oppose John Finnie’s 
proposal to prohibit the physical punishment of children… 
Over the next year, we will consider how to further embed the principles of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child into policy and legislation, including the 
option of full incorporation into domestic law. … 
The UK Government’s European Union (Withdrawal) Bill represents a power grab. It 
seeks to replace EU law in devolved areas with unilateral Westminster decision making. 
That is simply unacceptable. The Scottish Government will not recommend to this 
Parliament that we approve the bill as it stands. …  
We will continue to argue the case for continued UK membership of the single market 
and customs union. Leaving either will have deeply damaging consequences for our 
economy and wider society. 
As I said in June, we will consider again the issue of a referendum on independence 
when the terms of Brexit are clear. 
I commend the programme for government to Parliament. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11054&i=100957&c=20
16892#ScotParlOR  
 
To read the full debate see 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11054&i=100958#ScotParlOR  
 

TOP 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 

TOP 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11054&i=100957&c=2016892#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11054&i=100957&c=2016892#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11054&i=100958#ScotParlOR
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 
Mandatory Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) recording in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 21 September 2017) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/ 
 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review)    
(closing date 23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018.  
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-
collected-from-charities   

TOP 
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