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Home Affairs 

Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection 

Rabbi Mark Solomon, Sukkat Shalom Edinburgh Liberal Jewish Community: 
Last week, I had the privilege of being at the Usher hall when the First Minister unveiled a 
plaque that honoured the Jewish contribution to the Edinburgh International Festival, 
which is celebrating its 70th anniversary this year. Sir Rudolph Bing, who founded the 
festival in 1947, was an Austrian Jewish refugee from Nazism. I was especially moved to 
learn that the great conductor Bruno Walter was reunited during that inaugural festival 
with his former orchestra, the Vienna Philharmonic, which he had not conducted since 
fleeing Nazi persecution. The festival, in the wake of the second world war, was to 
“provide a platform for the flowering of the human spirit.” 
Like so many people then and—sadly—today, those founders knew how humans could 
be crushed by bigotry and oppression, but they also had faith that the human spirit could 
revive and flourish in an atmosphere of freedom and enlightenment, such as that which 
Scotland had, and still has, to offer. 
The plaque also celebrates 200 years of Jewish life in Edinburgh since the first 
congregation was established in 1817. Earlier that afternoon, I joined an Edinburgh 
Jewish history walk and visited the site of that long-vanished synagogue as well as the 
locations of the last kosher butcher and baker in the city. The Jewish community in 
Scotland may have dwindled in numbers, but it continues to be a vibrant part of the 
mosaic of faiths and communities that flourish here. 
The event last week did not just look backward; it looked forward as well. With the First 
Minister, we saw a presentation of the proposed new Scottish Jewish cultural centre that 
would bring under one roof both the venerable Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation and my, 
much newer, Edinburgh Liberal Jewish Community, and many other cultural and social 
activities. 
Two weeks tomorrow, we Jews will celebrate our Jewish new year, Rosh Hashanah, 
which also looks both back and forward, not just back to the old year with all its deep 
problems and forward to a new year that we pray will bring better things, but much further 
back to the story of our shared human origins and forward to a time of universal 
fellowship and peace. 
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I am deeply honoured to offer this short reflection as you begin a new parliamentary term. 
You are used to diverse views coexisting under one roof and all striving to achieve a 
better future for the people of Scotland. As members seek the flowering of the human 
spirit in Scotland through debate and dialogue, I wish you the Hebrew greeting of 
“shanah tovah”—a happy new parliamentary year. 
 http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=11054&i=100952#Scot
ParlOR  
 

Scottish Government 

First Minister’s Statement: Programme For Government 2017–18 
https://news.gov.scot/news/programme-for-government  
  
A nation with ambition: the Government's Programme for Scotland 2017-2018 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00524214.pdf  
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Holocaust 

UK Government 

Department for Communities and Local Government 
Speech by Sajid Javid to UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation  
… There are deeply moving monuments to the murdered Jews of Europe in cities around 
the world. The thousands of concrete columns that comprise the vast memorial in Berlin. 
The heart-wrenching bronze shoes that line the banks of the Danube in Budapest. The 
symbolic glass towers that stand opposite City Hall in Boston. 
… we want a  UK memorial  that is truly national, one that speaks to the thoughts and 
feelings and experiences of British survivors.  
And that's why your opinions – your honest, open opinions – are so important…. 
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to build a stunning, inspiring, sobering memorial 
in a jaw-dropping location. And it's so important that we get the design right. … 
In recent weeks we've seen people proudly marching through an American city with 
swastika flags held high. We've seen Jewish children as young as eight being chased 
through London by a man shouting the foulest anti-Semitic abuse. We've read report 
after report about the steadily swelling ranks of neo-Nazis and their efforts to become 
almost respectable by denying or belittling the crimes of their predecessors. 
That's why, as the Shoah slides towards the edge of living memory, it becomes ever 
more important that we refuse to forget it. … 
The UK Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre will stand as a permanent reminder of 
what happened. 
Constructed right in the heart of our democracy, it will be impossible to ignore or 
overlook. It will be a lasting tribute both to those who died and to those who survived. 
And it will be a focal point for reflection and education that will ensure the Holocaust is 
remembered long after all of us in this room are gone….  
To real the full speech, see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sajid-javids-speech-at-the-uk-holocaust-
memorial-foundation-survivor-consultation  
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Other Relevant Information 

National Centre for Social Research (NatCen): 

British Social Attitudes: Record number of Brits with no religion 
The latest data on religious affiliation from NatCen’s British Social Attitudes survey 
reveals that the proportion of people in Britain who describe themselves as having no 
religion is at its highest ever level. 
More than half (53%) of the British public now describe themselves as having “no 
religion”, up from 48% in 2015. The proportion of non-believers has increased gradually 
since the survey began in 1983, when the proportion saying they had no religion stood at 
31%. 
The full press release can be read at: 
http://natcen.ac.uk/news-media/press-releases/2017/september/british-social-attitudes-
record-number-of-brits-with-no-religion/  
and the data at: 
http://natcen.ac.uk/media/1469605/BSA-religion.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

European Union (Withdrawal) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html 

 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html  

 
Organ Donation (Deemed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html 

 
Scottish Parliament 

Offensive Behaviour at Football and Threatening Communications (Repeal) 
(Scotland) Bill 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx 
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Caste in Great Britain and Equality Law  (closing date 18 September 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-
public-consulation  
 

http://natcen.ac.uk/news-media/press-releases/2017/september/british-social-attitudes-record-number-of-brits-with-no-religion/
http://natcen.ac.uk/news-media/press-releases/2017/september/british-social-attitudes-record-number-of-brits-with-no-religion/
http://natcen.ac.uk/media/1469605/BSA-religion.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/europeanunionwithdrawal.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/marriageact1949amendment.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/organdonationdeemedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/105269.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-public-consulation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/caste-in-great-britain-and-equality-law-a-public-consulation
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Mandatory Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) recording in slaughterhouses  
(closing date 21 September 2017) 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/ 
 
Independent Review of Hate Crime Legislation (Bracadale Review)    
(closing date 23 November 2017) 
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation   
 
Information to be collected in registered charities' annual returns from 2018.  
(closing date 24 November 2017) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-
collected-from-charities   

TOP 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/farm-animal-welfare/cctv-in-slaughterhouses/
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/hate-crime/independent-review-of-hate-crime-legislation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/annual-return-for-2018-information-collected-from-charities

