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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Baroness Tonge [HL4088] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the proposed 
official definition of anti-semitism will include criticism of the government of Israel. 
Lord Ahmed [HL4162] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether their new definition of 
anti-Semitism will allow for the criticism of the government of Israel and its policies 
towards the Palestinian people. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: The International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA) working definition of anti-Semitism adopted by Her Majesty’s 
Government does not preclude criticism of Israel. As the definition makes clear, 
criticism of Israel similar to that levelled against any other country cannot be 
regarded as anti-Semitic. 
The full text of the working definition of anti-Semitism and examples (attached) 
can be found at: http://european-forum-on-antisemitism.org/report/working-
definition-antisemitism-ihra 

Anti Semitism  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-13/HL4088/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4162/  
 

Hate Crime: EU Nationals 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill [HL4132] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what action they 
are taking to counter xenophobia towards European Union nationals. 

Baroness Williams of Trafford: We have been working with the police at 
national and regional levels to monitor hate crime since the EU Referendum and 
to ensure that local forces have the necessary assistance and guidance to 
respond. 
Police forces are responding robustly to recent incidents, and victims can be 
reassured that their concerns about hate crime will be taken seriously by the 
police and courts. 
On 26 July we published the cross-Government Hate Crime Action plan which 
includes  actions  to  drive  down  hate  crime  across   all  communities,  including  
 

http://european-forum-on-antisemitism.org/report/working-definition-antisemitism-ihra
http://european-forum-on-antisemitism.org/report/working-definition-antisemitism-ihra
http://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/657769/original/pressreleasedocumentantisemitism.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-13/HL4088/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-13/HL4088/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4162/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4162/
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£2.4million for security at places of worship and £300,000 funding for community 
groups who wish to start innovative projects. We have allocated some of that 
funding to a project which will support Polish and Romanian nationals dealing with 
hate crime incidents in London. 
Ministers and officials have also met Ambassadors and High Commissioners from 
all EU states and offered reassurance and a single point of contact for them to 
raise concerns over hate crime on behalf of their citizens. We have also given 
advice to embassies on practical steps they can take to help their citizens and we 
continue to work closely with them on this issue. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4132/  
 

National Identity 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Lord Ahmed [HL4191] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of reports that civil 
servants and other holders of public office might be required to swear an oath to British 
values, what is their definition of British values. 
Lord Ahmed [HL4192] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they consider that any 
British values are different from universal values; and, if so, which ones are different. 

Religion 
Lord Ahmed [HL4193] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they are aware of any 
major religions that do not subscribe to universal values. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: As the then Home Secretary explained in her 
speech of 23rd March 2015, British values – such as regard for the rule of law, 
participation in and acceptance of democracy, equality, free speech and respect 
for minorities – are supported by the overwhelming majority of British people. 
They are sustained by our most important local and national institutions. And they 
are the means by which we have made our multi-racial, multi-cultural and multi-
religious society succeed. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4191/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4192/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4193/  
 

Public Sector: National Identity 
The following three questions all received the same answer 

Lord Lester of Herne Hill [HL4229] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they 
intend to require public servants to take an oath of obedience to British values; and if so, 
what sanctions will apply for a refusal to do so. 

Public Sector: Northern Ireland 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill [HL4230] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they 
intend to require public servants in Northern Ireland to take an oath of obedience to 
British values. 

National Identity 
Lord Lester of Herne Hill [HL4231] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether any 
calculation has been made of the estimated cost to the public purse of administering the 
proposed oath of obedience to British values. 

Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth: My Right Honourable Friend, the Secretary of 
State for Communities and Local Government has made clear he will be studying 
Dame Louise Casey’s Review of integration and opportunity closely. As part of 
those considerations,  we will  consider carefully,  in consultation with government  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4132/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4132/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4191/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4191/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4192/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4192/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4193/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4193/
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colleagues in both the United Kingdom and devolved administrations, Dame 
Louise’s recommendation that British values be included in a new oath for those 
in public office. 
In spring, we will come forward with our plans for tackling the issues raised by 
Dame Louise, so that we can continue to build a country that works for everyone. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4229/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4230/ 
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4231/  
 
 

British Embassy Tel Aviv 

Hanukkah message from Theresa May 
Prime Minister Theresa May said; As Jewish families around the world gather to light the 
first candle on their Chanukah, I want to wish everyone celebrating this festival of light a 
very happy and peaceful Chanukah. 
As we confront the horrors of growing anti-Semitism and the appalling hate fuelled 
terrorist attacks that we have seen across Europe, so the themes of freedom and liberty 
at the heart of the Chanukah story remain as relevant as ever. For just as the Maccabees 
resisted oppression and kept their faith, to be rewarded by the miracle of a light that burnt 
for eight nights, so too must we today have the courage to stand up for our values and 
hold sacred our way of life. 
For as long as I am Prime Minister I want you to know that I will stand alongside you and 
passionately defend your right to practice your faith, free from question or fear. I will do 
everything I can to keep you and your families safe and to fight the divisive prejudice and 
extremist ideology that lies at the heart of anti-Semitism and all forms of hatred. And I will 
celebrate proudly the extraordinary contribution that our Jewish communities make to our 
country, for as I have said before, Britain would simply not be Britain without its Jews. 
So as our Jewish communities come together for this special time, let us take confidence 
and pride in our values and in doing so let us draw hope from the Chanukah message 
that light will always overcome darkness and that joy and peace will always overcome 
hatred. 
Chanukah Sameach. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/hanukkah-message-from-theresa-may  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary’s Chanukah message 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said: As friends and family prepare to come together to 
celebrate the Festival of Lights, I send my warmest wishes for a very happy and peaceful 
Chanukah to the Jewish community in the UK and around the world. 
This festival is a time of celebration, reflection, and a time for hope and prayer, even in 
the darkest of moments. May we join in prayer, for peace and security in the Middle East 
and around the world. 
We stand by our commitment to fight against anti-semitism. I am clear that there is no 
such place for hatred in our society. Together we can build a brighter future. Chanukah 
Sameach! 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-chanukah-message--2  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4229/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4229/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4230/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4230/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4231/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-19/HL4231/
https://www.gov.uk/government/world-location-news/hanukkah-message-from-theresa-may
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretarys-chanukah-message--2
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Scottish Parliament Oral Answers 

First Minister’s Questions: British Values Oath 
John Mason: To ask the First Minister what discussions the Scottish Government has 
had with the United Kingdom Government regarding the proposal by the Secretary of 
State for Communities and Local Government that holders of public office should swear 
an oath to uphold “British values”. (S5F-00706) 

The First Minister (Nicola Sturgeon): The Scottish Government has had no 
communication from the UK Government in relation to the secretary of state’s 
response—which was premature, in my view—to “The Casey Review: A review 
into opportunity and integration” on social cohesion. We respect the work that has 
been published by Dame Louise Casey on integration and opportunity. The 
Scottish Government will certainly consider her suggestions carefully in terms of 
their relevance to Scotland. 

John Mason: I thank the First Minister for that answer. Is the First Minister any clearer 
than I am as to what British values actually are and whether everyone in Scotland should 
be expected to have them? I, for one, certainly do not feel particularly British. 

The First Minister: It is an important issue and—as I said—we respect the work 
that has been carried out by Dame Louise Casey, which deserves to be given 
proper consideration. I suggest that the UK Government do the same, and commit 
to giving it proper consideration rather than taking the premature step of 
announcing that all public servants should be compelled to swear an oath. Such 
an oath potentially risks exclusion of people who do not define their values as 
being uniquely British. 
As a nation—I hope that this is something that all members across the chamber 
agree with—Scotland has a long history of welcoming people of all nationalities 
and all faiths. We are committed to supporting their integration into our 
communities. That is not, in my view, done through swearing of oaths but by 
creating a country where everyone has an opportunity to flourish, where diversity 
is truly welcomed and celebrated, where we judge people on the contribution that 
they make to our country while they are here, and where we do not expect them 
to give up their own identities and backgrounds in the process. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10709&i=98330#ScotP
arlOR  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

See the two questions on “Antisemitism”, HL4088 and HL4162, in the “Home 
Affairs” section above. 
 
 

SNP  

International Affairs and Europe Spokesman Alex Salmond: Call for UK to Back UN 
Resolution against Israeli Settlements     
Alex Salmond MP has called on the Foreign Secretary to show support for a proposed 
United Nations resolution against the expansion of Israeli Settlements in the West Bank, 
which was expected to be voted on this evening. In a letter to Boris Johnson, the SNP's 
Foreign  Affairs  Spokesperson  calls  on  the  UK  government  to  support  the  Egyptian  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10709&i=98330#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10709&i=98330#ScotParlOR
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resolution at the UN Security Council, arguing the expansion of Israeli settlements would 
jeopardise the peace process. With the United States’ position publicly in doubt, the 
resolution has reportedly been pulled by its sponsor, Egypt, and it is unclear when or 
even if it would be brought back. 
Commenting, Alex Salmond MP said: "The expansion of Israeli settlements within the 
West Bank are an obstruction to the pursuit of a peace process in the region. I have 
called on Boris Johnson to support this resolution, put forward by the Egyptians. The vote 
is expected to be supported by the French. The expansion of settlements in the West 
Bank make it an unviable option for a future state within the Two -state-solution, which 
the UK government has also said is its preferred solution." 
This press release is not currently available online 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html)  

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html
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Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Welsh Assembly Inquiry into Lobbying (closing date 31 January 2017) 
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes  
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation: increasing numbers of successful 
donations (Scotland) (closing date 14 March 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00511160.pdf 

TOP 
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