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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Lord Storey [HL3435] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the consultation 
on renewing the faith schools' selection cap, what plans they have for developing 
religious and ethnic integration in the event that the existing 50 per cent cap on religious 
selection is removed from free schools. 

Lord Nash: The 50 per cent cap on faith admissions to faith free schools has not 
resulted in mixed intakes in these schools. We are exploring through the Schools 
that work for everyone consultation alternative ways for ensuring such schools are 
inclusive in their outlook and attractive to parents of all faiths and none. All 
schools are already expected to promote fundamental British values, including 
mutual respect and tolerance of people of other faiths and none and all state-
funded schools are also required to promote community cohesion. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-22/HL3435/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Hate crime 
Oliver Mundell: To ask the Scottish Government how it is addressing (a) sectarian 
behaviour and (b) hate crime.  (S5W-4629)  

Annabelle Ewing: The Scottish Government is committed to preventing and 
eradicating prejudice and discrimination, doing so through direct community 
engagement which is focussed on prevention, education and changing 
attitudes. Coupled with a strong Justice response to supporting victims, 
this provides a robust basis for tackling sectarianism and hate crime more 
broadly. The Offences (Aggravation by Prejudice) (Scotland) Act 2009 
strengthened the law around hate crime, while The Offensive Behaviour 
at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012 is helping to 
tackle abusive and offensive behaviour, sending a clear message that 
such behaviour has no place in our society. 
Our approach is supported by a significant financial investment, with over £195 
million invested to promote equality  and tackle  discrimination since 2007  and an  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-22/HL3435/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-22/HL3435/
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additional £12.5 million invested since 2012 specifically supporting work to tackle 
sectarianism, more than any administration before us. This funding continues to 
deliver community-based work and support work through a range of 
key organisations including BEMIS; CEMVO; Equality Network; Inclusion 
Scotland; Interfaith Scotland; LGBT Youth Scotland; Scottish Refugee 
Council; Scottish Transgender Alliance; Stonewall Scotland; Sense Over 
Sectarianism; and Nil by Mouth. We have commissioned an independent review 
of the implementation of the recommendations of the Advisory Group on Tackling 
Sectarianism in Scotland. We have accepted the recommendations of the 
Independent Advisory Group on Hate Crime, Prejudice and Community Cohesion 
and will use these to build an inclusive and far-reaching programme of work in 
this area. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5W-04629 
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Gordon Henderson [54121] To ask the Secretary of State for International 
Development, which independent auditor vets UK aid to the Palestinian Territories; and 
whether that auditor is regulated by any UK regulator. 

Rory Stewart: All organisations which receive funding from DFID are required to 
provide independently audited financial statements. The United Nations Board of 
Auditors provides independent external audit services for UN programmes while 
competitive bidding processes are conducted to appoint auditors for other 
programmes. 
Recent audits of DFID’s programmes in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(OPTs) have been conducted by Talal Abu Ghazaleh & Co, El Wafa and Price 
Waterhouse Cooper. Price Waterhouse Cooper is regulated by the UK’s Financial 
Reporting Council. 

Talal Abu Ghazaleh & Co and El Wafa are based in Jordan and the OPTs 
respectively, and are therefore not regulated by any British regulator. The National 
Audit Office, the principal state audit body in the United Kingdom, also provides 
independent external audit of DFID’s spending in the OPTs. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/54121/  

 
Israel: Prisoners 

Richard Burden [54293] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if his Department will inquire into the current status, treatment and location of Ali 
Shamlawi, Mohammed Kleib, Mohammed Suleiman, Ammar Souf and Tamer Souf. 

Tobias Ellwood: We continue to monitor developments in the cases of these 
boys and regularly raise the matter with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/54293/  
 

Israel: Travel 
Richard Burden [54294] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if the 
extension of the UK Registered Travel Service to Israeli  citizens will have any conditions  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-04629
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-04629
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/54121/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/54121/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/54293/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/54293/
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or exemptions to those  Israeli citizens who  (a) live in  settlements in the  West Bank, (b) 
take part in demolitions or settlement constructors in the West Bank, (c) operate on land 
expropriated from Palestinians, (d) exploit non-renewable resources in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and (e) are in breach of other areas of international law. 

Robert Goodwill: The Registered Traveller Service (RTS) is a secure 
membership service which provides expedited border clearance to carefully vetted 
individuals from a specific number of approved countries/territories including 
Israel. 
Individuals must meet the usual criteria for entry to the UK. Applicants undergo 
advanced security checks which allows Border Force to make an assessment of 
whether or not the applicant is suitable to join or remain on the Service. Applicants 
with any criminal convictions are automatically excluded from consideration for the 
Registered Traveller Service. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/54294/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Prosthetics 
Baroness Tonge [HL3344] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel to expedite the passage of materials for 
prosthetic limbs through Erez Crossing for patients at the Artificial Limb and Polio Centre 
in Gaza. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this specific issue. The UK 
continues to press for an end to restrictions and urgent measures to relieve the 
humanitarian suffering of those in Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-17/HL3344/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Lord Hylton [HL3351] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the raid on the 
Health Development and Policy Institute in Ramallah by Israeli forces, whether they 
intend to make representations to the government of Israel and call for compensation for 
that Institute. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this issue with the Israeli 
authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-18/HL3351/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

S5M-02833 Sandra White: Palestinian and Israeli Firefighters Working Together –
 That the Parliament welcomes the concerted efforts and co-operation shown by 
Palestinian and Israeli firefighters who are fighting the worst fires in Israel since the 
Carmel fires in 2010; understands that, whilst Israeli firefighters have access to a full 
complement of kit and equipment to carry out their firefighting duties, their Palestinian 
counterparts do not have equal access; condemns the actions of the Israeli authorities 
that it understands have embargoed a substantial donation from the Fire Brigades Union, 
which is currently being kept in Haifa, and strongly urges the Israeli authorities to release 
the donation as soon as possible to ensure that Palestinian firefighters are equipped to 
carry out their duties. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-02833 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/54294/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-18/HL3351/
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S5M-02815 Jackson Carlaw: Faten Nasraldin – That the Parliament notes that Faten 
Nasraldin has become the first female member of the Druze community in Israel to 
complete the police's prestigious officer course; understands that Nasraldin, 34, comes 
from the Druze village of Daliyat Al-Karmel in northern Israel and previously served in the 
Israel Defense Forces for several years prior to entering the police force four years ago; 
acknowledges that Nasraldin received her new rank having ascended Masada via the 
steep Snake Path; considers that Masada is a symbol for the Jewish people of courage, 
heroism and martyrdom; believes that the advancement of Nasraldin in the Israeli police 
force represents the opportunities and equality available to the non-Jewish population in 
democratic Israel, and wishes Nasraldin every success in her new role as she serves all 
in Israel. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-02815  
 
 

United Nations 

Israel’s Illegal Practices Entrenching ‘Apartheid One–State Reality’, Speaker Tells 
Palestinian Rights Committee 
Israel’s illegal practices were entrenching a one-State reality of an apartheid nature, the 
Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine told a meeting commemorating the 
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People … 
“We continue to extend our hand in peace,” he continued, emphasizing that Israel must 
reciprocate that commitment, recognize the State of Palestine and work towards 
resolving all final status issues.  Determined to preserve the unity of their land and 
people, the Palestinian people were also working actively to lift Israel’s inhumane and 
unjust blockade on the Gaza Strip … 
In similar vein, General Assembly President Peter Thomson (Fiji) expressed regret at the 
continuing expansion of Israeli settlements, demolitions of Palestinian homes, arbitrary 
arrests and detentions and the eviction and displacement of Palestinian families from 
East Jerusalem.  The pursuit of peace was mired in continuing terror attacks against 
civilians and brutal acts of violence by both sides, he said, urging both parties to de-
escalate tensions, to refrain from violence and  provocations and to avoid  incitement and  
polarizing rhetoric that pushed peace further out of reach. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1379.doc.htm  
 
Urging Concerted Action to Revive Peace Talks, General Assembly Adopts Six 
Resolutions on Question of Palestine, Situation in Middle East 
The General Assembly today adopted six resolutions on Palestinian and Middle East 
issues, ranging from Jerusalem to the United Nations special information programme on 
the question of Palestine. … 
The Permanent Observer of Palestine said the adoption of the six resolutions by an 
overwhelming majority of United Nations Member States was a reflection of the 
longstanding international consensus in favour of achieving a just, lasting and peaceful 
solution to the question of Palestine.  It was also a clear reaffirmation of the international 
community’s consensus on the two-State solution, which was now in grave peril due to 
Israel’s actions.  The despair and hopelessness of the Palestinian people was increasing 
as the fiftieth year of the illegal Israeli occupation approached … 
The representative of Israel said the resolutions had not only failed to promote dialogue 
or build trust, they had also created an organizational infrastructure that had abused 
funding to allow anti-Israel activities to take place under the auspices of the United 
Nations.  Supporting the resolutions and the inherent bias against Israel would not 
advance the cause of peace, but instead make peace harder to achieve. … 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02815
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02815
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1379.doc.htm
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To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/ga11861.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 

 

Other Relevant Information 

Church of England/Church of Scotland 

Historic ecumenical partnership agreement signed 
A landmark agreement to enter into an historic ecumenical partnership has been signed by 
the Church of Scotland and the Church of England. Right Rev Dr Russell Barr, Moderator 
of the General Assembly, and Archbishop of Canterbury the Most Rev Justin Welby made 
the Columba Declaration official in London. … 
The Scottish Episcopal Church will also be involved. … 
The Declaration marks the Church of England and the Church of Scotland’s mutual 
acknowledgment of each other as ‘belonging to the One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church … 
Under the terms of the agreement, the Church of Scotland and the Church of England 
would welcome one another's members into congregations and ordained ministers would 
be allowed to exercise ministry within the existing discipline of each church, though only 
within England and continental Europe. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/recent/historic_ecumenical_pa
rtnership_agreement_signed 
 
 

University of Edinburgh AlWaleed Centre 

Scottish Muslims in Numbers 
http://www.ed.ac.uk/files/atoms/files/scottish_muslims_in_numbers_web.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
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