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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Community Relations 
Mike Freer [907510] To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, what recent steps his Department has taken to encourage community 
cohesion. 

Sajid Javid: As Communities Secretary, I’m proud this is a country where 89% of 
people view their local area as a place where people from different backgrounds 
get on well together. 
Since 2010, we have invested £60 million on community integration programmes. 
Building on this, during Inter Faith week this month, we announced a further 
£250,000 for ‘The Common Good’ fund. This will bring even more communities 
together to tackle intolerance. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/907510/  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Overseas Trade: Occupied Territories 
Fiona Mactaggart [53761] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what 
recent steps he has taken to advise businesses with respect to trading with illegal Israeli 
settlements; and if he will make a statement. 

Mark Garnier: I refer the hon Member for Slough to the answer I gave to the hon 
Member for Knowsley on 23 November, UIN: 53322. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-18/53761/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at  
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-16/53322/  
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/907510/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-22/907510/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-18/53761/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-18/53761/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-16/53322/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-16/53322/
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Faiz Mahmoud Ahmed Sherari 
The following two questions both received the same answer 

Daniel Zeichner [53884] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, whether Faiz Mahmoud Ahmed Sherari was provided with consular assistance 
from the British Government during his recent detention in Israel. 
Daniel Zeichner [53885] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, what representations he has made to the Israeli government on the recent 
detention of British citizen Faiz Mahmoud Ahmed Sherari. 

Tobias Ellwood: Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised, and continues to raise, the 
detention of Mr Sharary with the Israeli authorities, most recently on 15 
November. Consular officials continue to provide consular support to Mr Sharary 
and his family. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-21/53884/  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-21/53885/   

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tommy Sheppard (728) Support for Bedouin villagers in the Negev – That this 
House is gravely concerned at plans by the Israeli government to demolish the Israeli-
Arab village, Umm al-Hiran, in the Negev area of Israel; notes with dismay that it 
reportedly intends to evict the 500 Bedouin residents of the village, which has existed for 
nearly 60 years, with the aim of establishing a new, Jewish-only settlement named Hiran 
in its stead; considers that the Bedouin villagers are full citizens of Israel but are being 
treated as though they have no rights; further notes the reports that the Israeli 
government plans to charge the villagers for the cost of the demolition of their own 
homes; understands that village leaders say there is no need to evict them as the Jewish 
settlers can move onto a site next door and live as neighbours; and calls on the Israeli 
government to cease what it considers its harsh and unnecessary actions immediately. 
http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2016-17/728  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Minister for the Middle East concerned by settlement plan in East Jerusalem 
Foreign Office minister, Tobias Ellwood, said: We are deeply concerned by reports that 
the Jerusalem Municipality has revived a plan for constructing 500 new units in the illegal 
settlement of Ramat Shlomo in East Jerusalem. The planned expansion of Ramat 
Shlomo includes construction on privately owned Palestinian land and further cuts off 
East Jerusalem from the rest of the West Bank. 
It is disappointing that Israel has proceeded with this plan despite serious international 
criticism when these plans were announced in 2014. Israel’s policy of continuing to 
expand settlements is illegal under international law and systematically undermines the 
prospects for a two-state solution. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-concerned-by-
settlement-plan-in-east-jerusalem  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
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Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
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