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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Places of Worship Security Funding Scheme 
Richard Graham [52975] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, when 
she plans the second round of bids to open in the Places of worship: security funding 
scheme; and how much funding she plans to make available (a) in total and (b) for each 
bid. 

Sarah Newton: It is intended that the second round of bids for the Places of 
Worship Security Funding Scheme will open in April 2017. The scheme is funded 
at £2.4 million over three years with £800,000 being made available for each year 
of the scheme. 
There is no limit on the amount available for each individual bid but bidders are 
required to meet 20% of the total cost of the security equipment if successful. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/52975/  
 

Faith Schools 
Graham Allen [52815] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment her 
Department has made of the implications for her policy on faith schools of (a) the 
Populus Poll commissioned by the Accord Coalition, published on 2 November 2016 and 
(b) the 2011 research paper entitled Faith Primary Schools: Better Schools or Better 
Pupils, written by Steve Gibbons and Olmo Silva. 

Caroline Dinenage: Parents want good schools for their children and we know 
the vast majority of faith schools provide a high standard of education. The 
department wants to increase the number of good school places available, 
including at faith schools, and that’s why we are consulting on the proposals in 
“Schools that work for everyone” consultation document. We will consider 
evidence submitted alongside responses to the consultation. 
The consultation document is available at: https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-
frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-14/52815/  
 
 
 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/52975/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/52975/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-14/52815/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-14/52815/
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House of Lords Written Answer 

Meat Products: Labelling 
Baroness Jones of Whitchurch [HL3093] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether 
they will consider introducing mandatory labelling of meat products to show country of 
origin, method of production and method of slaughter. 

Lord Gardiner of Kimble: We are currently considering how to build on existing 
regulations and voluntary principles to increase the food information available, 
improve consumer transparency and help consumers identify high-quality British 
food. 
Mandatory country of origin labelling is already in place for meats, including: beef, 
veal, pork, sheep, goat and poultry. There are no rules in place for processed 
meat products, but this is often done on a voluntary basis. 
Mandatory labelling for method of production for meat products needs to be 
weighed against the costs involved for businesses, which could be significant. 
Legislation already provides scope for producers to voluntarily label their 
products, and a number of assurance schemes are also in place. Consumers that 
have a preference for a particular farming method can therefore readily find meat 
products labelled with information to inform their choice. 
There are currently no specific rules covering the method of slaughter labelling for 
meat products. We welcomed the findings of last year’s European report into the 
labelling of meat and religious slaughter, and will assess any proposals that come 
forward from the EU Commission. Any voluntary labelling must be accurate and 
not mislead consumers. 
We will give further consideration to labelling issues in the context of the UK’s exit 
from the EU. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3093/  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection 

Rabbi Yossi Bodenheim (Jewish Chaplain for all Universities in Scotland and 
Assistant Rabbi, Giffnock and Newlands Synagogue): … I would like to talk about the 
attributes of kindness—“chessed” in Hebrew—and concern for others. The importance of 
chessed is emphasised by King David in the book of Psalms, where he writes that the 
whole world is built on chessed. 
That idea is illustrated by the portion of the Torah that we read this week. It tells how our 
patriarch Abraham sent the head of his household to identify a suitable wife for his son 
Isaac. The Torah tells that Eliezer devised a test to help him to identify the right girl. He 
would ask for water, and if the girl offered to give water also to his camels, he would 
know that she possessed the attribute of chessed—kindness. 
As Scotland’s Jewish student chaplain, my role is to bring chessed to Jewish students 
and to make sure that they are comfortable on campus, whether it is ensuring their 
welfare, providing social and educational events, or just being a listening ear. I also have 
to help them cope with anti-Semitism, because unfortunately it is an issue on campus as 
well. 
Just a couple of weeks ago, I spent the weekend with Jewish students here in Edinburgh. 
We held a very successful Friday night dinner attended by around 50 students and, on 
Shabbat, my wife and I took our four young children for a walk in this beautiful city. 
However, as we were walking, a woman pushed my wife aside, grabbed my kippah, 
threw it on the ground and ran away. That took place less than a mile from here, in front 
of my young children; you can imagine how distressed they were. That hatred is the very 
opposite  of  chessed.  Chessed is  kindness, empathy  and  support for others.  It means  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3093/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3093/
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doing mitzvot—usually translated as “good deeds”—which is another of the key ideas of 
Judaism. 
Recently, the idea of a special annual mitzvah day has caught on. Of course, that is not 
the only day that we do mitzvot but, like so many special days, it is an opportunity to 
focus on a single idea. Next Sunday will be mitzvah day, when Jewish communities will 
be doing chessed to others. I will be encouraging our students to think about practical 
ways of helping the less fortunate and to realise that, in this world where there is so 
much uncertainty, it is the mitzvah of chessed that joins us together. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10640&i=97779&c=195
0091#ScotParlOR  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

West Bank 
6. Lucy Allan: What discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on steps being 
taken to maintain order in the west bank. [907407] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): Responsibility for security in the west bank is shared 
between the Palestinian authorities and the Israeli security forces, depending on 
whether we are talking about areas designated A, B or C. In my discussions with 
the Israeli authorities, I have encouraged this area to be transferred from C to B 
and B to A. 

Lucy Allan: Israel and the Palestinian Authority continue to work together closely to 
maintain security in the west bank. Last month, however, a Palestinian Authority police-
officer-turned-terrorist shot and wounded Israeli soldiers. Does the Minister agree that 
security co-operation is vital to maintaining stability, and will he join me in condemning 
the wave of attacks against Israelis that we have seen over the past year? 

Mr Ellwood: I do join my hon. Friend in condemning those attacks, and I would 
encourage President Abbas and others in the Palestinian Authority to do so as 
well. We should not forget that more than 30,000 Palestinian Authority security 
forces are working with Israeli defence forces to provide that security, and the 
Israeli defence forces rely on that to ensure that the west bank is kept as safe and 
secure as possible. 

Nigel Dodds: Does the Minister agree that the best way forward for both Israel and the 
Palestinian people would be a revival of the middle east peace process involving direct 
talks between the Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority, and does he agree 
that all efforts should be directed towards achieving that? 

Mr Ellwood: I entirely concur with the right hon. Gentleman. We have done our 
best to bring the parties back to the table, but, as he will know, there have been a 
number of difficult months. We need to ensure that there are confidence-building 
measures, and that people do not incite violence, which takes us further away 
than the direction of travel that he suggests. 

Desmond Swayne: Has the Minister walked the streets of Hebron which Palestinians 
may not use? We used to call that apartheid. 

Mr Ellwood: In his lucid way, my right hon. Friend outlines the challenges that we 
face in Israel and, indeed, the west bank. It is important for us to ensure that the 
security measures of which we spoke in the context of the initial question are able 
to build that confidence so that we can bring people back to the table. I hope this 
is something that the American Administration will want to lean into. 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10640&i=97779&c=1950091#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10640&i=97779&c=1950091#ScotParlOR
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Catherine West: As we approach the centenary of the Balfour declaration, we must 
renew our commitment to both aspects of that historic statement: the preservation of the 
state of Israel as a safe and stable national home for the Jewish people, but also the 
protection of the 
“civil and religious rights of…non-Jewish communities in Palestine”. 
With that in mind, will the Minister make it clear today that the United Kingdom 
Government oppose proposals to legalise outposts in the west bank retrospectively, or to 
build new illegal settlements? 

Mr Ellwood: We had a very frank and thorough debate about the history and 
context of the Balfour declaration only last week. However, the hon. Lady is right 
to say that the role that the settlements are playing undermines the message that 
is coming from Israel, and leads people to ask whether Israel is serious about a 
two-state solution. The longer the settlements continue to be built, the more 
difficult it becomes to envisage the possibility of such a solution. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/226CD0A4-64E2-4552-
AB89-CA3D76869540/WestBank  
 

West Bank 
8. Martin Docherty-Hughes: What recent representations he has made to his Israeli 
counterpart on the announcement by the Prime Minister of Israel of a new settlement at 
Shiloh in the west bank in October 2016. [907409] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): On 5 October, I issued a press statement condemning 
the announcement of the proposed settlement in Shiloh. In September, I met 
Defence Minister Lieberman and raised our concerns about settlements, and 
made it clear that unless they form part of a land swap anyone living there must 
live with the knowledge that they will one day have to move. That was accepted by 
Defence Minister Lieberman, who is living in one of the settlements himself. 

Martin Docherty-Hughes: Does the Minister not therefore agree with me that a pillar of 
liberal democracy and the peace it brings is the rule of law, and that by reactively 
legalising illegal settlements on Palestinian land the Government of Benjamin Netanyahu 
continue to undermine democracy and progress to a lasting peace in the middle east? 

Mr Ellwood: The hon. Gentleman touches on a process in which these illegal 
settlements become legal, and we have raised concerns about this. 
The settlement of Shiloh is significant because it allows an extension of the 
settlement area east of Ariel, which essentially, between Nablus and Ramallah, 
cuts off or breaks the west bank from the River Jordan all the way to Green Israel. 
That means effectively ruling out the possibility of a two-state solution. 

Philip Hollobone: Will Her Majesty’s Government use the opportunity of the centenary 
next year of the Balfour declaration to be bold and launch a peace initiative of their own 
to solve all these issues of settlements, security and the whole Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict? 

Mr Ellwood: As I mentioned in the Westminster Hall debate on the Balfour 
declaration, we will be announcing plans as to how we will mark the year. It is also 
the anniversary of the mandate for Israel and Palestine and the withdrawal of 
Britain from the area. Also, we should not forget that it is almost 25 years since 
the Oslo accords, and therefore there is more work to be done. This is an 
international effort; it is also an effort that requires the Palestinians and the Israelis 
to work together, and we stand ready to provide support and make this happen. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/E6AC5F24-F2D1-497C-
9A66-711FE3A9C0F9/WestBank  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-plans-to-
construct-a-new-settlement-in-the-west-bank  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/226CD0A4-64E2-4552-AB89-CA3D76869540/WestBank
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/226CD0A4-64E2-4552-AB89-CA3D76869540/WestBank
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/E6AC5F24-F2D1-497C-9A66-711FE3A9C0F9/WestBank
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/E6AC5F24-F2D1-497C-9A66-711FE3A9C0F9/WestBank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-plans-to-construct-a-new-settlement-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-plans-to-construct-a-new-settlement-in-the-west-bank
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Israel-Palestine Conflict 
9. Helen Hayes: What discussions he has had with the US Government on a UN 
Security Council resolution on the Israel-Palestine conflict. [907410] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): The Foreign Secretary regularly discusses matters 
relating to the middle east peace process with the US Secretary of State. At the 
UN General Assembly in September, I attended the ministerial meeting with other 
foreign leaders, and this issue came up when I spoke to John Kerry this Sunday 
evening. 

Helen Hayes: The US election result has created a new sense of urgency in relation to 
the Israel-Palestine conflict. Will the Foreign Secretary set out what he is doing to secure 
a new UN resolution before 20 January, and beyond that date how the Government will 
be seeking to ensure that genuine progress is made towards a two-state solution and 
real and lasting peace for Palestinians and Israelis?   

Mr Ellwood: For all the reasons I have spelled out before, there is a sense of 
urgency: the people of Palestine, and indeed the people of Israel, want this to 
happen. However, we have to wait for the new Trump Administration to embed 
itself, and we also make it clear that of course there is merit at the right moment in 
a balanced UN Security Council resolution which sets out the parameters for a 
workable, viable settlement leading to that two-state solution based on the clear 
and internationally agreed parameters, but it must command the full support of the 
Security Council. 

17. Alistair Burt: These comments in the House make clear the anxiety felt by 
colleagues on all sides that the peace process should not be allowed to drift still further. 
The greatest danger is not to keep bringing it forward, and we must keep trying to make 
sure that the parties most closely involved understand that they have worse enemies 
than each other now in the region. That is why this time must be taken either to put 
forward a new resolution or to support the French initiative, but certainly not to give 
people the sense that somehow this can just be managed and will go away. [907418] 

Mr Ellwood: My right hon. Friend is wise in what he says. We need to ensure that 
we grasp this opportunity. President Abbas is actually somebody we can work 
with, and we should remember that he will not be there forever. What will happen 
after him is not clear, and we need to ensure that we can work towards a two-
state solution, but I want to make it clear that as things stand at the moment, the 
situation looks very bleak indeed. 

Louise Ellman: Does the Minister agree that a resolution can be helpful only if it leads to 
direct negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians? Does he agree that it is most 
unhelpful that the Palestinian Authority has recently named a fourth school after Salah 
Khalaf, the person who masterminded the murder of 11 Israeli athletes at the Munich 
Olympics? 

Mr Ellwood: I have commented on this matter before, and I absolutely agree with 
the hon. Lady that this is just inciting hatred and taking us away from the direction 
we want to go in. It is important that we should be able to get back to the table. 
We touch on these matters, but they are highly complicated. The role of Hamas in 
relation to the Palestinian Authority needs to be observed and considered. The 
other Arab nations can help in that regard. The difficulty is that the position that 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s current coalition is working towards is also a 
consideration. The support of the United States is also critical. These are difficult 
matters, and I hope that, on the Balfour declaration anniversary next year, we will 
not be looking back 100 years. Instead, I hope that it will be a marker, and that we 
will be able to look forward to moving in a positive direction. 

James Morris: Does the Minister agree that the central principle in the middle east 
peace process has to be direct talks between the Israelis and the Palestinians in order to 
reach a two-state solution? Does he also agree that those negotiations need to take 
place on the basis of no preconditions? 
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Mr Ellwood: I absolutely concur with my hon. Friend. However, there are some 
Israelis who believe that the Palestinians will never accept the Israelis’ right to live 
in peace in a Jewish state and that they are teaching hate and glorifying terrorists. 
They think that the west bank will simply be turned into Gaza. On the other side, 
there are Palestinians who believe that the Israeli Government will never give 
them the state that they are working towards. We need to bury those myths. That 
is not what the people of Israel or the people of Palestinian actually want. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/275CFF9F-3747-4149-
8416-1BA4AECFB635/Israel-PalestineConflict  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign Secretary 
T2. Maria Caulfield: Israel is often criticised for its strict control of the border with Gaza, 
yet Egypt has closed its border completely. Will the Minister update me on any 
discussions he has had with Egypt about its border with Gaza? [907367] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs (Tobias Ellwood): This is an important point. President Sisi is very 
conscious of the challenges that Egypt is facing from its own extremists, and 
Britain is providing support on that. In the longer term, there will be plans for the 
border to reopen. Unfortunately, many of the tunnel systems were used to 
smuggle in to Hamas equipment that was being used against Israel, but the 
strength of the relationship between Israel and Egypt is allowing them to co-
ordinate things to make sure that that is curtailed. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-
81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-9EA128CD-B2A9-4EA7-B9CF-
45CC4A2C0FDD  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign Secretary 
T5. Philippa Whitford: The Bedouin village in the Negev of Umm al-Hiran was due to be 
demolished today, despite the Bedouin having lived there since they were wrongfully 
displaced from their own land in 1956. That contrasts with the expansion of settlements 
in the west bank. I worked in Gaza 25 years ago, at the time of the Oslo accord. A 
quarter of a century on, what is the Minister doing to get us back on track? [907370] 

Mr Ellwood: May I just confirm whether this is a Bedouin camp that is inside 
green-line Israel— 

Dr Whitford: indicated assent. 
Mr Ellwood: It is. The rules are different, depending on whether or not Bedouin 
camps are in the west bank or in Israel proper. Nevertheless, the necessary 
support measures must be given to those people if they are going to be moved. I 
visited a Bedouin camp the last time I was there, and I will be looking at this 
particular announcement and making a statement on this later today. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-
81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-8D322370-4DCC-4A03-A55D-
7D745E635B35  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign Secretary 
Ian Austin: In South Africa, black people were not able to vote, all political opposition 
was outlawed, and different races could not even get married. In Israel, there is freedom 
of movement, assembly and speech, all governmental institutions are integrated, and all 
citizens can vote, so is it not a disgrace and an insult to the middle east’s only democracy 
and to the black people who suffered under apartheid to hear Israel described as that, as 
we have heard a former Minister do this afternoon? 

Mr Ellwood: The hon. Gentleman makes two separate points, and we need to 
consider both distinctively. I will be visiting South Africa in the new year and I will 
be looking at some of the election processes that take place. We are supportive of 
both countries, but in the case of Israel,  it is a democratic  country in a very tough  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/275CFF9F-3747-4149-8416-1BA4AECFB635/Israel-PalestineConflict
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/275CFF9F-3747-4149-8416-1BA4AECFB635/Israel-PalestineConflict
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-9EA128CD-B2A9-4EA7-B9CF-45CC4A2C0FDD
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-9EA128CD-B2A9-4EA7-B9CF-45CC4A2C0FDD
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-9EA128CD-B2A9-4EA7-B9CF-45CC4A2C0FDD
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-8D322370-4DCC-4A03-A55D-7D745E635B35
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-8D322370-4DCC-4A03-A55D-7D745E635B35
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-8D322370-4DCC-4A03-A55D-7D745E635B35
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neighbourhood and Britain stands by our friendship. We are an ally of Israel and 
long may that continue. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-
81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-BFCE2D10-3AC1-4521-8702-
BB3889188030  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Occupied Territories: Demolition 
Alan Brown [53572] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
pursuant to the Answer of 16 November 2016 to Question 907180, on occupied 
territories: demolition, how many structures built with some financial assistance from the 
UK have been demolished by the Israeli government; and how much UK funding was 
provided for those structures. 

Rory Stewart: As the answer to Question 907180 states, no structures directly 
funded by the UK have been demolished. Since 2009 approximately 180 
structures funded by the European Union’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 
Office (ECHO) have been demolished or confiscated. The UK regularly raises its 
concerns about demolitions with the Government of Israel. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-17/53572/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-08/907180/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: Bedouin 
Lord Hylton [HL3087] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they intend to consult 
the UN Secretary-General, the regional UN agencies, and the authorities and embassies 
in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem about the future of the Palestinian Bedouin now living in small 
communities in Area C, many under demolition orders. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We regularly speak to a variety of sources about 
the situation of the Bedouin communities in Area C of the West Bank, including 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and UN Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. We have raised this 
matter with the Israeli authorities and have exchanged information/coordinated 
lobbying with other international diplomatic missions in Tel Aviv. 
On 3 November, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr 
Ellwood), met with Abu Khamis, leader of the Khan al Ahmar Bedouin community, 
and an UNRWA official to discuss the situation in Area C. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3087/  
 

 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Tobias Ellwood statement on plans to demolish Bedouin village in Israel 
… Tobias Ellwood said: I will be raising with the Israeli Ambassador the concerns 
expressed  in  the  House of  Commons  about  plans to  demolish the  Bedouin village of  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-BFCE2D10-3AC1-4521-8702-BB3889188030
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-BFCE2D10-3AC1-4521-8702-BB3889188030
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-22/debates/FD015A48-5BBD-4C3F-81C1-058BFECCB6CF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-BFCE2D10-3AC1-4521-8702-BB3889188030
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-17/53572/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-17/53572/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-08/907180/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-08/907180/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3087/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3087/
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Umm al-Hiran in the Negev. Demolition orders delivered to residents had stated that 
initial demolitions would occur on 22 November. Although the demolition did not happen 
yesterday, the threat remains. 
The UK calls on the Israeli authorities and Bedouin community to work together to find a 
solution that meets the needs and respects the rights of the people affected. This should 
include a robust planning process that adequately consults and addresses the needs of 
Israel’s Bedouin communities. 
The full press release can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-
bedouin-village-in-israel  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S5M-02677 Ivan McKee: Condemning Israeli Government Plans to Demolish the 
Village of Umm Al Hiran – That the Parliament condemns the reported plans by the 
Israeli Government to demolish the Israeli Arab village, Umm Al Hiran, in the Negev area 
of Israel; notes with dismay that it reportedly intends to evict the 500 Arab residents of 
the village, which has existed for nearly 60 years, with the aim of establishing a new, 
purely Jewish, town named Hiran in its stead; considers that the villagers are full citizens 
of Israel but are being treated as though they have no rights; notes the reports that the 
Israeli Government plans to charge the villagers for the cost of the demolition of their own 
homes; understands that village leaders say there is no need to evict them as the Jewish 
settlers can move onto a site next door and live as neighbours, and calls on the Israeli 
Government to cease what it considers its harsh and unnecessary actions immediately. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&R
eferenceNumbers=S5M-02677 
 
 

United Nations 

Palestinian Rights Committee Will Hold Special Meeting to Observe International 
Day of Solidarity, 29 November 
The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People will 
hold a special meeting in observance of the International Day of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People in the Trusteeship Council Chamber at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 
29 November … 
Also, the Committee, in cooperation with the Permanent Observer Mission of the State of 
Palestine to the United Nations, will open an exhibit entitled “Palestinian 
Embroidery:  Threads of Continuity, Identity and Empowerment” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1378.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-bedouin-village-in-israel
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/tobias-ellwood-statement-on-plans-to-demolish-bedouin-village-in-israel
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02677
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-02677
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gapal1378.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html


 9 

 

Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Notice of amendments 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/lbill/2016-2017/0063/17063-IV.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 

TOP 
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