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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Palestinians: Health Services and Water 
Jim Cunningham [53087] To ask the Secretary of State for International Development, 
what assessment she has made of the availability of access to (a) clean water and (b) 
medical supplies in (i) Gaza and (ii) the West Bank; and if she will make a statement. 

Rory Stewart: The World Health Organisation (WHO) assesses 90-95% of water 
in Gaza is undrinkable. In the West Bank there is insufficient water to meet the 
population’s needs. According to WHO, the availability of some medical supplies 
and services is affected by movement and access restrictions. The UK regularly 
raises with the Israeli authorities the need to ensure fair access to clean water and 
medical supplies for the West Bank and Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/53087/  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Bedouin 
Lord Hylton [HL3086] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they are planning to 
discuss with the government of Israel the proposed resettlement plan for the Palestinian 
Bedouin Jahalin tribe living in Area C of the West Bank; and if so, what emphasis they 
will place on the case for a plan to provide good access to grazing land, markets, 
schools, water and electricity. 

Baroness anelay of St Johns: While we have not discussed this specific 
situation with the Israeli authorities, we have made it clear that any forcible 
transfer would be a breach of international humanitarian law and would have 
serious ramifications on Israel's international standing. Together with EU partners, 
we continue to urge the Israeli Government to meet its obligations regarding the 
living conditions of the Bedouin population in Area C, including by halting forced 
transfer of population and demolition of Bedouin housing and infrastructure, 
ensuring access to water and addressing humanitarian needs. 
On 3 November, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr 
Ellwood), met Abu Khamis, leader of the Khan al Ahmar Bedouin community, and 
an  official  from  the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Works   Agency   for   Palestine  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/53087/
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Refugees in the Near East, to discuss the situation in Area C. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3086/  
 

Israel: Bedouin 
Lord Hylton [HL3139] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have 
made of the conclusions to be drawn from the 2014 film High Hopes about the Jahalin 
tribe; and what response, if any, they have had to protests made by British ministers and 
MPs about the demolition of the village of Khan al-Ahmar in the E1 zone on the West 
Bank. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK is gravely concerned by Israeli proposals 
to relocate the Bedouin population from the E1 area, which the United Nations 
have said could constitute forcible transfer. These plans could have a devastating 
impact on the communities concerned and will likely open the way for further 
settlement expansion – endangering the viability of the two-state solution. 
We have been clear about our grave concerns with the Israeli authorities and we 
regularly raise this thorough our Embassy in Tel Aviv. On 3 November, the 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my Hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr. Ellwood), met Abu 
Khamis, leader of the Khan al Ahmar Bedouin community, and an official from the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, 
to discuss the situation of the Bedouin living in the E1 Zone of the West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-09/HL3139/  
 

Israel: Trees 
Baroness Tonge [HL3106] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding reports of the illegal destruction by 
Israeli settlers of olive trees owned by Palestinians, including those of Hani Fanun. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Israeli authorities, we note the particular sensitivities around olive trees given 
their status as a national symbol and the sole source of income for many 
Palestinian farmers. We have repeatedly raised with the Israeli authorities our 
concerns about incidents of settler violence (including the destruction of olive 
trees) and intimidation, including the importance of bringing the extremist settlers 
responsible to justice and of the Israeli security forces providing appropriate 
protection to the Palestinian civilian population. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3106/  
 

Gaza: Sewers 
Baroness Tonge [HL3109] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of the 
breakdown of sewage systems in Gaza, which international body assesses the 
cleanliness of the sea off the coast of Israel; and whether they have issued warnings to 
visitors about the risks of raw sewage being present in the area. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are unaware of any international body issuing 
a warning about this specific risk. We are, however, aware that a number of Israeli 
institutions and organisations have highlighted strong environmental concerns 
around water pollution and Gaza sewage. 
There remains an urgent need for all the parties to reach an agreement that 
addresses the underlying causes of conflict in Gaza and to take the necessary 
steps to ensure Gaza’s reconstruction and economic recovery. Any agreement 
should ensure that Hamas and other militant groups permanently end rocket and 
other attacks against Israel; the Palestinian Authority resumes control of Gaza 
and restores  effective  governance;  and that Israel lifts its restrictions to ease the  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3086/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3086/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-09/HL3139/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-09/HL3139/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3106/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3106/
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suffering of ordinary Palestinians. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3109/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL3110] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel regarding the physical assault and injury of a 6-
year-old Palestinian boy in Silwan (East Jerusalem) by an Israeli settler, as reported by 
the United Nations Office for the Coordination for Humanitarian Affairs in the Protection 
of Civilians Weekly Report 18–31 October. 

Baroness Andelay of St Johns: While we have not raised this specific incident, 
we urge the Israeli authorities to conduct an investigation into all instances of 
alleged settler violence. We have repeatedly raised with the Israeli authorities our 
concerns about incidents of settler violence and intimidation, including the 
importance of bringing the extremist settlers responsible to justice and of the 
Israeli security forces providing appropriate protection to the Palestinian civilian 
population. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-08/HL3110/  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
http://www.ochaopt.org/content/protection-civilians-report-18-31-october-2016 
   
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Proposed Israel law “gives green light to theft of Palestinian land” – UN expert 
… Special Rapporteur Michael Lynk said he was deeply concerned at the proposal to 
legalize more than 100 illegal outposts in the occupied West Bank, which passed its first 
reading in the Knesset on 16 November. 
“Unauthorized outposts, most of which have been established on private Palestinian land 
and are located deep within the occupied West Bank are considered illegal under Israeli 
domestic law. Their retroactive ‘legalization’ will be another nail in the coffin for the two-
state solution,” … 
“These outposts undermine the Palestinian right to self-determination, violate their rights 
to property, freedom of movement and development, and continue to confine the 
Palestinians into smaller and smaller cantons of non-contiguous lands within their own 
territory.” … 
“The Knesset should not be giving the green light to theft by changing the law,” … 
“The international community must be very clear with the Government of Israel … The 
annexation of occupied territory likewise would be a profound breach of international law. 
If Israel proceeds with either step, the international community must be prepared not only 
to condemn the action, but also to adopt appropriate measures to reverse these 
violations.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=20900&LangID=E  
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Other Relevant Information 

European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 

Migrant hate widespread, reveals Fundamental Rights Agency report 
… The report identifies serious and widespread incidents of violence, harassment, 
threats and hate speech towards migrants and asylum seekers, and their children, 
across 14 EU Member States. Human rights advocates, ‘pro-refugee’ politicians and 
journalists have also been targeted. … 
Some of the main findings include: 

1. Most Member States do not collect or publish statistical data on hate crime 
incidents against asylum seekers and migrants; civil society often are the main 
sources of information. 

2. Vigilantes and the general public are often behind the attacks. 
3. Offline and online hate speech, including by public figures who sometimes even 

condone attacks, is fuelling open intolerance. 
4. This intolerance is spilling over to other parts of society with Muslims, especially 

women, and people from ethnic backgrounds, particularly targeted. 
5. Asylum seekers and migrants rarely report hate crimes to authorities or other 

organisations … 
To read the full press release see 
http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/migrant-hate-widespread-reveals-fundamental-rights-
agency-report  

 
Current migration situation in the EU: hate crime - November 2016 
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2016-november-monthly-focus-
hate-crime_en.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
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Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
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